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PASD splashes with ice challenge
Alex Disabella
Editor-in-Chief

M

ore than 15 million dollars. This
is the amount of money that has
been donated to the ALS Association
since the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge
went viral and surfaced all over the
country.
ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis) otherwise known as “Lou Gehrig’s
Disease,” affects nerve cells in the brain
and the spinal cord. The disease is
rare, affecting roughly two people per
100,000 a year.
“ALS is such a devastating diagnosis,” Mrs. Joann Weres, D.H.H. Lengel
faculty member, said. “It is progressive
and debilitating. Anything that I can do
to help find a cure, I will.”
September 9, shrieks and squeals
from district faculty members could
be heard from the PAHS courtyard at
around 5 p.m., along with the sound of
water splashing onto the ground. These
sounds were that of the PASD participating in the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge.
“Boy, when I dumped that cold water
on myself, it was a bit of a shock,” Dr.
Jeffrey Zwiebel, PASD superintendent,
said.
The PAHS class of 1978, who had
previously completed the challenge
August 28, challenged the PAHS staff.
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Dr. Zwiebel opened up the challenge to
all district staff members. The class of
’78 participated in the challenge on the
front steps of the high school in honor
of their classmates who passed away
of ALS, Debbi Cody Whitecavage and
Greg Downey. They also participated in

the challenge to honor all of those from
Pottsville who had passed away from
ALS, including Ron Johnson, Leo James,
Darren Foltin and Bob Blankenhorn.
“It was nice to see how quickly we
were able to organize [the challenge] and
have so many participate,” Ms. Tiffany

SEE ALS challenge, page 2

New LED
fight for quality points lights
installed
W
at PAHS
Paige Fellows
Style & Entertainment Editor

e were finally fed up enough with
our hard work going unnoticed and
unrewarded that we wanted to take a
stand,” junior Lucy Murray said.
August 20, Murray and junior Shelby
Hahner, both majorettes, approached
the school board with several concerns
regarding the quality point system at the
high school. As members of the majorette squad, these girls do not receive
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SPLASH — District faculty members participate in the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge September 9 in the courtyard. “I think it was a great thing to see the district come together
for a great cause to make a positive impact for others,” Mr. Michael Towle, John S.
Clarke Elementary Center faculty member, said. “I’d like to see more of this done in
the future with an even better turn out than the ice bucket challenge.” member, said.
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Facebook
www.facebook.com/
pahstidelines

Photo By Becky Staller
Photography Co-Coordinator

Photo By Becky Staller
Photography Co-Coordinator
PERFORM — Members of the majorette
squad march down the field to Hail to
the Varsity while performing their pregame show September 12. Juniors Lucy
Murray and Shelby Hahner, members of
the squad, approached the school board
August 20 regarding their concern about
quality points. “I think that [they] were
very brave by going to the school board
so that the [band front] could get quality points,” junior Claudia Rittle said.

quality points toward their academic
grade, which can have an unfortunate
effect on class rank.
“We wanted to show the [school]
board that we deserve points for what
we do,” Murray said.
Toward the end of summer, Murray
and Hahner could be found collecting
signatures in support of the majorettes, flags and color guard receiving
quality points. The girls were able to
collect over 300 signatures, which
they presented at the school board
meeting August 20.
“I feel that this is an issue that
needs to be addressed,” Dr. Gary
Cortese, school board member, said.
“I admire the young ladies for coming
to our meeting.”
The board has not yet made a
decision, but even if the change were
made, it would not affect the current
band front. The change would take effect next school year starting with the
new freshman class.
For the first semester of the school
year, all members of band front join
the marching band during ninth period
to practice and rehearse their shows.
Those members of band front who do
not participate in concert band during
the second semester are then sent to
study hall, which also receives zero
quality points. Due to this, band front
is at a disadvantage when it comes to
class rank.
“Most people weren’t sure how quality points worked, but after explaining

icture the radiant hues of a sunset.
Now picture them in a classroom.
This daydream is actually possible
with the new LED (light emitting
diode) light system installed in the
planetarium.
“There are over 90 LED strips that
can be independently programmed,
which allows for very realistic
simulations of twilight, sunset, sunrise
and auroras,” Mr. Matthew Saporito,
science teacher, said.
Mr. Saporito took over for Mr.
Thomas Guzick, 2014 retiree, as
the astronomy, honors biology and
concepts in science teacher. Mr.
Saporito said the update was worth it,
and students also seem to think the
new light system is better.
“I think [the new system] makes the
astronomy experience better because
instead of just being told what is going
on up there, you can see it,” senior
Kira Nelson said. “I like [the new
lights] because they really do make it
easier to understand astronomy.”
The old lights were part of the
original planetarium design and were
outdated, according to Mr. Saporito.
“They burned out quite often, used

SEE Band front, page 2
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or $30 per month on the website. Tide Lines refuses to advertise any reference
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privacy of any person and will make every effort to correctly spell names and
make accurate class and position identifications. Accurate reporting of fact is
the goal of the staff.
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New LED system replaces old lights
Cont. from page 1

much more electricity, got very hot during operation and were
increasingly hard to find,” Mr. Saporito said.
With the new lights, those problems become things of the
past.
“The new lights allow for a much more realistic learning
experience,” Mr. Saporito said. “[It is easier for the students
to learn when] I can more accurately simulate what real sky
conditions look like.”
The official name of this arrangement is the Philips Color
Kinetics LED system. The setup of this structure is much different than that of the old one; the old lights were controlled
by two large spinning knobs, while the new controls have 11
buttons.
“The new lighting system is made up of a series of LED
strips operated through a controller that looks similar to a
wireless router and is capable of storing hundreds of customized light settings,” Mr. Saporito said. “The lights can be
programmed by connecting the controller to a laptop via USB
connection.”
LEDs lights seem to get more popular as time goes by.
“LEDs are becoming the lighting standard,” Saporito said.

LIGHT — The new control panel in the planetarium whirs to life as
Mr. Matthew Saporito prepares for class. He said that with the new
light system, it was much simpler to get the desired effect of the
night sky. “We were not able to program custom light settings or
mimic sky conditions quite as well with the old system,” Mr. Saporito said. “I am now able to push a button and the lights do the rest.”

Cont. from page 1

Cont. from page 1

everything, we got a lot of support,” Hahner said. “The
[school board] now sees it as an issue that can’t be ignored
any longer.”
Both girls are proud to be members of the majorette squad
and feel that they should not be punished for doing something they enjoy. Although this change will not affect Hahner
and Murray, they hope that eventually future members of the
band front will be able to receive two quality points and be
rewarded for their hard work.
“Even though it’s disappointing that the change wouldn’t
affect Shelby and me personally, I would be satisfied knowing
that what we did made a difference for someone else,” Murray said.

Reedy, PAHS principal, said. “We were also able to raise
a significant amount of money in a short amount of time
through the generosity of district staff members.”
The school district raised $834 through a teacher dress
down day.
PASD nominated the Blue Mountain School District and all
emergency personnel in Schuylkill County to take part in the
challenge next. The district nominated Blue Mountain because the football team was playing them in the “Clash of 61”
that Friday.
“I liked the idea of nominating Blue Mountain,” Mr. Eric Rismiller, athletic director, said. “I know as athletic director, we
love to play Blue Mountain in all sports, so to nominate them
for the ALS challenge seemed natural.”
There were also staff members who helped to arrange the
event who did not participate. Mr. Daniel Vidal, head of the
PAHS custodial staff, helped to organize all of the buckets of
water that were lined up along the pathway of the courtyard
for the event.
“Our head custodian, [Mr. Vidal], helped with the water, and
the buckets were donated by the class of ’78,” Ms. Reedy
said.
Many faculty members from all three schools participated
in the event.
“I decided to participate in the challenge to help raise
awareness. The money we raised for dress down goes towards a great cause,” Miss Samantha Lecher, D.H.H. Lengel
faculty member, said. “I thought that by participating in the
challenge, in addition to donating, [we] would grab attention
and bring more awareness to ALS.”

Band front

Public library hosts annual haunted house
Jackson Gunelson
Staff Editor

K

iller pumpkins, evil dwarves and bloody chefs all
have one thing in common: they are all taking
part in the public library’s haunted house. Beware,
for no one is safe.
Every year since 2009, the Pottsville Public
Library has entertained and scared children by hosting a haunted house in the library’s basement. The
Teen Advisory Board (TAB), a non-profit organization for teens that want to help out the community,
puts the house together every year.
The theme for this year’s haunted house is a
creepy fairy tale, featuring cannibalistic Gretel eating Hansel, a baker being gouged by crows and
an evil werewolf. The members of the TAB started
working on this project early in September and continued building the haunted house through October.
“For the past six years, we have had the TAB
haunted house, and every year the teens come up
with a different theme,” Mr. Darren DeArment, librarian and supervisor of the TAB, said.
There is a rehearsal day so that the TAB members are familiar with their roles.
“Every year there is a theme or story, and the
guide [John Mason] will go through every scene in
the haunted house as kids go in,” DeArment said.
Due to a lower budget, the walls of the haunted
house are made of trash bags. TAB members
worked around this by tearing, taping and tying together the bags in order to give the haunted house
a spooky atmosphere.
“All of us together use our creative ideas to
design the layout for the haunted house,” senior
Brevyne Devonish said. “With our teamwork, we
collaborate for the background and theme of the
house.”
Pedestrians walking around town are invited into
the library to enjoy the haunted house for free. The
teens lead the kids and parents through the haunted
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SCARE — Sophomore Devlin Taylor shows off
his pumpkin mask that were wearing during
the library’s haunted house October 27. This
fright and many more were present at the TAB’s
haunted house this year. “To put it simply, do
not think that it is over at the end,” Taylor said.
house. The children are taken through the mazelike haunted house and are told a story, this year
by sophomore John Mason, fittingly dressed as the
Pied Piper.
“I think [leading the kids] can be fun, but it can be
stressful because you have to keep the kids in line,
and you cannot let them roam. [I also have to] make
sure [the kids] follow the rules,” Mason said.
The house will be open October 27 from 6-8 p.m.
The children’s party in the kid’s section of the library
is held at the same time, allowing for kids ages 3–12
to enjoy the haunted house. This year, the library
has also started a food drive, giving guests the option to donate food or money to the Pottsville soup
kitchen.
The TAB is free for anyone ages 13-18 to join and
meets every Tuesday in the kids’ section of the public library from 6-7 p.m. The organization also hosts
multiple bake sales, art and writing clubs and nights
dedicated to just having fun.

ALS challenge

Paige Fellows
Style & Entertainment editor
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MARCH — Members of the 1974 PAHS Marching Band perform “Script Tide” for the first time.
“[Throughout the years,] ‘Script Tide’ has evolved,
but it still [has always] remained the same final
product,” Mr. Craig Shoener, band director, said.

B

efore Mrs. Maria Malek came
to teach at PAHS, she taught
at Cardinal Brennan High
School for two years. This
is her 14th year teaching
at PAHS. She teaches
Shakespeare, English 10,
Dramatic Literature, Drama
I and II and Speech. She also
advises the Drama Club,
which has just announced its
spring musical will be Les Misérables. To raise money for
the spring musical, the club
is bringing back November performances. The
theme of the November
presentation is a
“Night on Broadway.”
Q&A with Mrs. Malek
1. Where did you go to college?
“[I went to] Ithaca College in New York.”
2. Why did you decide to become an English
teacher?
“I do not remember when I decided it, but I remember in my eighth grade yearbook that I had written
that I wanted to be an English teacher. I went to
school for speech pathology, but I pretty quickly
realized that I did indeed want to be an English
teacher. I have always loved literature.”
3. Did you ever think you were going to be
something else?
“I briefly studied speech pathology, but deep down I
knew I would come back to teaching.”

O

ctober 3, the Pottsville Area High School
marching band shared the field with over 100
former band members at the 35th annual Alumni
Band. Members consisted of PAHS graduates from
1957 to 2014, and there was at least one alumni
band member in each instrumental section.
“I started doing Alumni Band [my daughter] Katrina’s freshman year because she guilted me into
it,” Denise Whalen, 1986 PAHS graduate said. “I do
enjoy playing with people I haven’t seen in a long
time. It’s awesome to be a part of such a unique
group.”
Following the PAHS band, the PAHS Alumni Band
marched down the field to the traditional PAHS fight
song Hail to the Varsity, followed by Notre Dame.
The Alumni Band then continued with Star, a hit
by Earth, Wind & Fire, and finished with Respect by
Aretha Franklin. The alumni then marched off the
field to another PAHS band classic, Our Boys Will
Shine, leaving the PAHS band to conclude its show
with the traditional “Script Tide.”
“I thought [Alumni Band] was a good turnout,” Mr.
Craig Shoener, PAHS band director, said. “It was
the biggest group of alumni since I have been here.

Feature Teacher:
Mrs. Malek
Alexa Biddle
Staff Editor

Band traditions celebrate years of success
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PERFORM — Members of the 2014 PAHS Marching Band perform “Script Tide” celebrating the
40th anniversary of the drill. “I really enjoy performing ‘Script Tide’ because it really shows
how the band comes together to make something great,” senior Michael Logothetides said.
[Alumni Band] gives alumni the opportunity to come
back and spend time with old friends and relive their
memories of high school band.”
Back in 1974, Rollin W. Miller, PAHS band director from 1969-1977, sparked an idea that would
eventually live on for decades. Miller decided to
write a drill that had a similar effect to Ohio State’s
“Script Ohio,” and since then, the PAHS band has
performed “Script Tide” before every home football
game. This year, the band celebrates the 40th anniversary of “Script Tide.”
In 1978, the band revised “Script Tide” and
marched block letters rather than the traditional
cursive that the band performs today. This change
was not favored by the public and only lasted a year
before it was returned to the original form, which the
band still performs today.
“I think the continuation of ‘Script Tide’ is a very
visual, integral representation of ‘Tide Pride,’” Mr.
Andrew Smink, 2004 PAHS graduate and PAHS
English teacher, said. “We’re fortunate to be part
of a school that is so rich in tradition; to see those
traditions going strong is heartening.”

4. Are there any classes you wish the school offered but does not?
“I think it would be great to have a Stage Crew and
Stage Craft class, something very hands-on where
people could learn how to design sets and how to
construct sets and props. There’s not really a place,
aside from Vo-Tech, where you can get [those
skills].”
5. If you could swap places with any other
teacher in the building for a day, who would you
swap with, and why?
“I don’t know. Everyone else is so good at what they
do, and I love what I do so much. I’m not really sure,
and I’d be scared that if I switched with somebody
else that I might be taking on too much work. I’m
content where I am.”
6. Are you reading any books at the moment?
“I’m finishing One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest by
Ken Kesey. It’s a book I’ve always meant to read. I
just hadn’t gotten around to it. I really want to finish
it because I have the DVD at home, and I refuse to
watch a movie until I’ve read the book.”
7. What is your favorite book?
“I have a lot of favorite books. I will read The Lord
of the Rings over and over and over again, but I
also love Dante’s Inferno and The Agony and the
Ecstasy. [The Agony and the Ecstasy] is about the
life of Michelangelo. [Dante’s Inferno] is written in
verse. It’s from the Middle Ages, but it’s incredibly
engaging.”
8. In a perfect world, your students would
_____________.
“In a perfect world, my students would put forth that
little extra effort between mediocrity and excellence.
They would not settle for mediocrity.”
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Celebrities and teachers lose
their privacy on social media

I

nstagram, Twitter, Facebook, Tumblr. These accounts
on social media can prove to be either a way to stalk
celebrities or a means to keep in touch with family and
friends. But what about the loss of privacy when teaching
or always sitting in the spotlight?
Celebrities, for example, have no privacy to begin with
because they are tracked by the paparazzi.
Most celebs have accounts on social media, but which
one is actually theirs? On most sites, there is no way to
distinguish if the person behind the profile is the real being.
“You have to be careful [about] what you put out there,”
sophomore Joshua Haidara said. “If you get your privacy
invaded, chances are, it was your fault.”
Another problem recently addressed in the press was
the hacking of iPhones of celebrities like Jennifer Lawrence. She had some explicit pictures saved to her phone
that some random person decided to leak to the world;
her privacy was infiltrated.
“I think that anybody who takes nudes on their phone
is stupid,” sophomore Briana Strickland said. “Celebs do
have little to no privacy on social media, but it is what they
signed up for.”
There is also a lack of privacy in the teaching world
When one becomes a teacher, there is a certain amount
of responsibility that comes along with the role: private
settings on Instagram and Twitter accounts.
“If you’re any kind of adult, you should have some type
of privacy settings to be responsible,” Mr. Nathan Halenar, English teacher, said.
Privacy is also becoming an issue for students looking
to major in education in college.
“Some privacy will be lost when I become a teacher,
but I think it’s understandable that school administrators
are concerned with how teachers act outside of the classroom,” senior Brooke Hanzok said.
Whether one is in the spotlight or teaching in front of a
classroom, there will always be a lack of privacy on social
media.

tide lines
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“Social” media might be exactly the opposite

Teens fail to understand the
severity of posts on social media

Bullying on
“The fact that nothing is
ever deleted scares me.
We are young and not
worried about anything
we post, even though we
know it will backfire in the
future.” — sophomore
Alyssa Bowers
*Oh SNAPchat *

Pros and cons of snapchatting
1. “It’s like texting, but
you can see each
other’s faces.”
- freshman Max Kelly
2. “You can take many
pictures without there
being a lot of pictures
in your gallery.”
- sophomore Emily
Witmier
3. “Screenshotting.” junior Cody Gemmel
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1. “When friends put
[embarrasing pictures] of
you on their story.”
- junior Cody Gemmel
2. “You never know what
people will do with the
pictures you send them.”
- sophomore Emily
Witmier
3. “You have to look good
if you’re snapchatting
someone you want to
impress.”
- senior Kelsie Lynn
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Three Bullying Facts
according to dosomething.org

• Over 3.2 million students are victims of bullying each year.
• Approximately 160,000
teens skip school every
day because of bullying.

SAMSUNG
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“It’s really rude [to bully
and fight over social media].
I don’t think [people should
bully] because it doesn’t
benefit anyone. I don’t know
why people would go out
of their way to hurt people.”
— sophomore Rachel
Brahler
*Leave the tweeting to the birds*
8:15

Regina

@Regina_Brown

WHY WOULD YOU SAY THAT
ABOUT ME???

• 1 in 4 teachers see
nothing wrong with bullying and will intervene only
4% of the time.
“I mean, bullying is the
cause of many suicides.
People do this because
they had a rough past
and they want to feel
powerful. Bullying is
wrong, and I wish we
could do more about it.”
— freshman Austin
Blackman

100%

BECAUSE I HATE YOU. DON’T
EVEN TALK TO ME. YOU KNOW
EXACTLY WHAT YOU DID.

Well I thought you were a
better friend than that. I
can’t even believe you
right now.
We aren’t friends anymore.
Don’t talk to me, don’t talk to
my friends about me anymore.

Your loss...
FIGHTING ON SOCIAL MEDIA Send

Home

Notifications

Messages

Me

I

n the era of teenagers constantly posting their neverending opinions and risqué pictures on the Internet, it
is pretty obvious that teens do not care what they upload
to social media until something tragic occurs. Because
teens have no care in the world as to what they post
online, it tends to come back and haunt them when they
least expect it.
For example, if one were to post his insulting opinions
of another student on Twitter and someone were able to
screenshot the post, even deleting the post wouldn’t hide
it from the rest of the world. By then, that post is already
seen, and the person who posted the tweet is seen as the
newest school villain. This is just a minor example of how
nothing one posts is truly deleted from the Internet.
“It is just wrong [to post insulting things about others],”
freshman Christopher Ott said. “It stays on the Internet. It
never goes away. So before you post, think of the harm
you could do.”
In a more drastic situation, if one were to post an inappropriate photo of a friend on Instagram without his
permission, and the friend ordered him to take it down,
half of the Instagram has already viewed the picture,
and there is no going back. One of the worst features on
present day smartphones is their ability to “screenshot” a
photo, which can be kept forever.
“Screenshotting can be bad because you may never
know if someone has screenshotted something you posted until they use it against you,” junior Rebekah McClelland said. “I always follow the rule of, never post anything
you wouldn’t want your principal, parent or pastor to see.”
If one were to apply for a job and his potential employers viewed his social media accounts containing inappropriate content, he would not be given the job. It seems
that in today’s society, more employers are inspecting
social media accounts, and for some, it can mean the difference between being given the job or not.
Who knows when society will start realizing that nothing
is ever permanently deleted, but hopefully it is sometime
soon.

Graphics by Sam Disabella and Abbey Kostyal
Staff Editors
Body copy by Alex Disabella, Editor-in-Chief
Body Copy by Paige Fellows, Style & Entertainment Editor

8

October 31, 2014

October 31, 2014

tide lines

tide lines

Press box dedicated to former coach and Notre Dame alum
Alex Disabella
Editor-in-Chief

R

ally sons of Notre Dame: Sing her glory and
sound her fame.”
September 12, the traditional Notre Dame fight
song could be heard from the bleachers at the
“Clash of 61” football game against Blue Mountain.
This song was played to honor Mr. William Flynn,
former PAHS football coach and teacher, as the
district dedicated the press box to him.
“He’s 87 years old now, and he has an illness
called leukemia. For an 87-year-old man, he’s doing
pretty well,” Mrs. Marie Flynn, Mr. Flynn’s wife, said.
Mr. and Mrs. Flynn are from Gary, Ind., a steel
town. Mr. Flynn grew up in a family with nine kids
– six girls and three boys. Two of the boys were
interested in football. In addition to football, Mr.
Flynn also played basketball in high school.
“Eventually, football became his main thing,” Mrs.
Flynn said.
After high school, Mr. Flynn was contacted by
numerous schools, including Purdue and Notre
Dame. He attended Notre Dame, where he played
for a coach by the name of Frank Leahy.
“One of the funny things my husband told me
about Frank Leahy was, if [Mr. Flynn] didn’t play a
play just right, Frank Leahy would say, ‘Oh Bill, what
would your mother say?’ [He said] funny things like
that,” Mrs. Flynn said.
During his four years at Notre Dame, Mr. Flynn
received the Monogram Club award, which is an
award one receives after playing four years at Notre
Dame. He played in ’47, ’48, ’49 and ’50, and the
Fighting Irish won the national championship in ’49.
He majored in mechanical engineering, and after
college, he worked for several different companies.
One company was located in Gary, Ind., and his job
was to take the residue from making steel – slag –
and make it into bricks.
“At that point, I met [Mr. Flynn] … There’s this
story I always tell about how I missed the bus, which
came through Gary, Indiana, which is [where the]
drugstore [I lived above was], and my girlfriend
introduced us, and I said ‘Hello, hello,’ and that night
he called me and asked to go out and I said, ‘No,
now why would I go out with you? What would we
talk about?’” Mrs. Flynn said. “So we got a double
date for my girlfriend; we got a guy for her, and we
went out. And that whole night all we did was talk,
and talk, and talk, and talk. We had a lot of things to

talk about together. He loves music, and especially
he loves classical music. One of our first dates, we
used to go into Chicago to the opera. I even know
that we saw Don Giovanni by Mozart, and Mozart
was an opera that meant a lot to us.”
After working in Gary, they moved to El Paso,
Texas, where he held his first coaching job. After
two years there, they then moved to Dallas, Texas,
where he coached at Jesuit High School.
“While we were at Jesuit, there was a school
here in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, that was looking
for a coach, and a Notre Dame coach came here to
speak. His name is Terry Brennan, and they asked
Terry Brennan, ‘Do you know of any Notre Dame
players that would be interested in coaching here at
Pottsville?’ So he said, ‘Yes, I know Bill Flynn, and
he’s down in Dallas, Texas,’” Mrs. Flynn said.
So, they came to Pottsville, and Mr. Flynn’s first
season, they lost every game.
“Now, how did the people keep him after that?”
Mrs. Flynn said.
The team improved in the second season.
“The kids were getting used to a very disciplined
coach that showed them how to do things [and]
expected a lot from them,” Mrs. Flynn said.
Back then, the boys had to have a certain haircut
so that they looked formal and uniform.
“My husband said, ‘There are no stars on this
team. Not the quarterback, not the running back.
Every single one of you is alike, and I want you all to
look alike,’” Mrs. Flynn said.
Mr. and Mrs. Flynn have resided in Pottsville
twice. The first time they came, they stayed for four
years.
“Each year, the record kept getting better and
better,” Mrs. Flynn said.
Then they moved to Chicago, where Mr. Flynn
coached at a Catholic high school.
“The way we got into the Chicago area [was
because] a high school there was looking for a
coach,” Mrs. Flynn said. “There was a famous Notre
Dame coach named Ara Parseghian, and he viewed
films of different coaches, and what he saw from my
husband was [that] he said, ‘That’s the coach you
want.’”
After four years in Chicago and a Catholic
Championship under his belt, Mr. Flynn moved his
family back to Pottsville where he coached again
and taught mathematics.
“He loved being a teacher. He loved his students,
especially those that loved math also, you know,

NFL competition committee takes
stand against abusive situations
Autumn Minnich
Editor-in-Chief
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HONOR — The PAHS marching band plays
Notre Dame to honor former coach William
Flynn September 12 before the Pottsville vs.
Blue Mountain game. Flynn coached for 33
years and also taught at Pottsville. “He was
very pleased [with the revealing of the press
box],” Mrs. Marie Flynn, Mr. Flynn’s wife, said.
that loved to study. But he really did like his students
a lot. After school, when it wasn’t the football
season, I would go to pick him up – we only had one
car then – and there would be kids in his classroom
after school getting help on their math,” Mrs. Flynn
said. “So, he was really into it. In whatever he did,
he did more than a hundred percent. He went after it
whether it was teaching or coaching, and coaching
is teaching.”
After 33 years of teaching, coaching and battling
with leukemia, Mr. Flynn sat on his gurney and
waved and saluted at the crowd at the Blue
Mountain/Pottsville game over a month ago.
“[He was] very happy to see the boys, the football
players. And when they turned the [gurney] around
that he was on, they played the Notre Dame fight
song, and someone took a picture of him,” Mrs.
Flynn said. “I don’t have [the picture] here, I have
it at the nursing home, [but he is] looking at these
boys, and they all have their helmets raised. I could
see some of the boys had the haircut, the same
haircut. I got a kick out of that. It was a great honor.”

PAHS varsity athletes excel in fall season sports: golf and water polo
Golf earns Schuylkill League Title

Seniors score 100th water polo goals

Autumn Minnich and Tayah Moore
Editor-in-Chief and Staff Editor

Alex Disabella
Editor-in-Chief

• The Pottsville Area High School golf team won the Schuylkill League
Championship September 24. The last time the team won a title was in
1989.

Senior Michaela Zanis

“Winning the Schuylkill League Championship had to be my favorite
memory of the season,” sophomore Rachel Brahler said. “[We won] due
to the hard work and dedication put in by my team and the awesome
help from Coach [Merrick] all season. It is so neat to be a girl on golf
because it is the boys who usually excel in this high school sport.”
• The only division loss they had was against Blue Mountain.
“I think we won because we never stopped believing in ourselves;
we always kept fighting,” junior Michael DeColli said. “It felt so great
because we came close so many times the past few years.”

Graphic by Samantha Disabella
Staff Editor

• Zanis started water polo in the seventh grade when the middle school first
started a team.
“This is my last year playing water polo, and I want to make the most of it.
I think of water polo as an escape from stress. All of my problems vanish
the moment I get in the water,” Zanis said.
• Zanis scored her 100th goal September 13 against Upper Perkiomen.
“I wanted 100 goals ever since my freshman year, but I never thought it
would actually happen,” Zanis said.
Senior Tanner Steinhart

• Brahler’s low score of 78 was the key score in the win.

• Steinhart started playing water polo in the fourth grade.

• Other scores and athletes that helped the team reach victory and
earn the Schuylkill League Championship title were junior Michael
O’Pake with 82 strokes, DeColli with 84 strokes and senior Kory
McElvaney with 85 strokes.

“I started playing polo after my brother had started,” Steinhart said. “My
advice to [anyone wishing to play] would be to play your heart out. You need
to be aggressive and not afraid to move when you need to.”

“It was great [to win the title],” Mr. Howard Merrick, golf coach, said. “I’ve
had teams in the past and the past championships were won because
one player carried the team. Not here - there was a total team effort.”

Autumn’s
A-Game

• Steinhart scored his 100th goal October 11 against Upper Dublin.
“When I made my 100th goal, I couldn’t stop smiling,” Steinhart said. “I
was close for a few days, and I couldn’t wait to get it.”

hink about all the pain and hard work that NFL
athletes endure making sure that they are
game ready when they run out onto the field to
play a Monday night football game. Now think of
how much that player just lost when he got suspended from his team because of some form of
abuse against another being.
Raymell Mourice Rice, better known as Ray
Rice, was recently released by the Baltimore Ravens and suspended indefinitely as their running
back when a video of him beating Janay Palmer,
his then-fiancée and now-wife, surfaced.
The video was released by TMZ and shows Rice
beating his then-fiancée in an elevator in Atlantic
City, N.J., back in February. Previous to that video,
TMZ had released another; the first one showed
Rice dragging an unconscious Palmer out of the
elevator.
Greg Hardy, defensive player for the Carolina
Panthers, and Ray McDonald, defensive tackle
for the San Francisco 49ers, both have domestic
abuse charges against them but are still active
players on their teams.
Adrian Lewis Peterson, a running back for the
Minnesota Vikings, has recently pleaded not guilty
during his trial for child abuse toward his four-yearold son, Tyrese Robert Ruffin.
Peterson supposedly just wanted to teach his
son a lesson after misbehaving. This was a shock
to his fans because in 2013, a two-year-old son of
Peterson’s was found dead due to abuse from his
mother’s boyfriend, Joseph Robert Patterson.
Peterson was benched for only one game – his
home opener against the New England Patriots.
Why would Peterson do such a thing to his child
after he had already lost one to abuse? Discipline,
such as spanking a child, is socially acceptable
in most cases. One just needs to know the limit
between discipline and abuse.
According to www.nola.com, a New Orleans
newspaper, “Commissioner Roger Goodell announced tougher penalties last month for players
accused of domestic violence: six weeks for a first
offense and at least a year for a second violation.”
Animal abuse, such as dogfighting, has also
been an issue for a member of the NFL. Back in
2007, Michael Vick, current quarterback for the
New York Jets and former player for the Philadelphia Eagles and Atlanta Falcons, involved his dog
in a dogfight. He did the same thing again in March
2014.
According to www.aldf.org, Michael Vick and
three of his friends ran a house called “Bad Newz
Kennels.” This “kennel” trained over 50 pit bulls to
kill. With gambling, they made about $26,000.
One may ask why the NFL commissioner and
competition committee, made up of eight coaches
from the NFL, find the need to make rules pertaining to abusive situations between a player and
another being. Some may say that it is none of
their business and that the committee should keep
their noses out of it. I beg to differ.
The NFL competition committee is doing a wonderful job of disciplining these individuals. These
players know right from wrong; they even sign a
contract at the beginning of their careers that addresses this kind of behavior.
If the NFL competition committee would not have
taken such powerful actions against the abusers,
the lack of action would have caused an uproar. If
an ordinary person would do exactly what they did,
there would be no mercy. If nothing would have
be been done, it also would have shown younger
children that it is alright to behave like that.
Children look up to these athletes. Their faces
light up when they see them on the big screen
Does one really want his younger sibling looking
up to someone who performed an act of abuse
against his child, significant other or even a pet?
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Past athletes inducted into sports hall of fame
Autumn Minnich and Tayah Moore
Editor-in-Chief and Staff Editor
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riday, June 13, eight athletes were inducted into
the Pottsville Area High School All-Sports Hall
of Fame. The inductees ranged from the class of
1952 to 2000.
The inductees were: Charlie Schuster, honorary
member who graduated from Nativity B.V.M. (class
of 1980), Joseph D. Motta, Jr. (class of 1952), Bill
Heinbach (class of 1957), Ed Padinske (class of
1990), Ali Higgins DiCello (class of 1993), Pete
McDonald (class of 1999), Liza Pepper (class of
1999) and Mark Chiccini (class of 2000).
Mark Chiccini graduated from Pottsville Area High
School with a baseball scholarship in 2000 and
went to further his education at Towson University.
He majored in business management and now
works in medical sales.
Ali Higgins DiCello graduated from Pottsville
Area High School in 1993 and went to further her
education at Moravian College. She majored in
business management and is now the owner of
Charlie’s Pizza and Sub Shop in Pottsville.
Pete McDonald graduated from Pottsville Area
High School with a football scholarship in 1999
and went to further his education at Colgate
University. He majored in environmental biology
and geography and is a biology teacher and coach
at PAHS.
Liza Pepper graduated from Pottsville Area
High School with a softball scholarship in 1999
and went to further her education at Bloomsburg
University. She majored in nuclear medicine and
works in the medical field.

Photo by Corey Schuster
Photography Co-Coordinator
Seven graduates of PAHS and one graduate from Nativity B.V.M. pose for a group
shot at Martz Hall June 13. The graduates above were inducted into Pottsville
Area High School All-Sports Hall of Fame.
Front row: relative and acceptee for
Bill
Heinbach,
Liza
Pepper, Ali
Higgins DiCello and Joseph D. Motta, Jr.
Back row: Mark Chiccini, Ed Padinske, Charlie Schuster and Pete McDonald. “I’m humbled and honored to be inducted into the
Hall of Fame with so many wonderful athletes that played for Pottsville,” Chiccini said.
Charlie Schuster graduated from Nativity B.V.M. in
1980 and went to further his education at Mansfield
University. He majored in secondary education and
is a now social studies teacher and athletic coach
at PAHS.
*Mr.Heinbach passed away before the induction. Ed Padinske
and Joseph D. Motta, Jr. were not available for comment.

Penn State fans react positively to NCAA bowl ban lift
Autumn Minnich
Editor-in-Chief
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eptember 8, Penn State University received some good news – the NCAA lifted the bowl ban on the
Penn State University football team that was put into place back in 2012, making the Penn State
Nittany Lions eligible to play in a bowl game if they have at least a .500 season. The ban was put into place
because of the Jerry Sandusky scandal.
“My dorm is right next to downtown, so when people came running down the street, singing and chanting
on their way to Old Main, I heard them loud and clear. At first I was baffled, but then I talked to some
people on my floor and checked social media and realized what was happening. I didn’t go because I had
homework, but I think it’s great that it was a peaceful rally. It’s a good contrast to the 2012 riots after Joe
Paterno was fired,” Adalie Zanis, 2014 PAHS graduate and current Penn State student, said.
“[The bowl ban being lifted is] a great thing for the students like me that are here now. It gives the band an
opportunity to perform nationwide, as well as the football team to showcase their talent. No matter what
bowl we get, it’ll be an experience that I’ll never forget,” John Shoener, 2013 PAHS graduate and current
Penn State student, said.
“I first heard about the bowl ban being lifted on Twitter. Soon after that, tons of people were posting about a
rally at Old Main that was set to start at 9 p.m. that night. As soon as I was leaving my dorm room, I could
hear the chants. The amount of people that showed up to celebrate was truly heartwarming. The happy
atmosphere was palpable and the police felt it, too. They cautiously watched from the side but never felt
the need to stop it. We left right before the rally moved to downtown. I really hope we go to a bowl game
because the band gets to travel as well. To say that I’ve been a part of a historic comeback bowl game
would be amazing,” Colleen Brennan, 2013 PAHS graduate and current Penn State, said.
“I was so excited when the bowl ban was lifted. I thought it was ridiculous to punish the players in the first
place. I understand that the punishment was really for the staff, but I thought it was terrible that the players
weren’t even given a chance to showcase their hard work. I would have loved to be in the Happy Valley
the day the ban was lifted,” senior Elise Horvath, prospective Penn State student, said.
“I believe that the lifting of the ban has excited the football team and Penn State fans to know that they are
back in the game to compete. Penn State has played in the bowl for many years, and to have this tradition
back has really pumped up the team. Football games are always fun, and it’s great to know that they can
play in the bowl again to show off their hard work and dedication,” junior Claudia Rittle, Penn State fan,
said.
“I think it’s good that the ban is lifted because the current coaches and players at Penn State had nothing
to do with what occurred previously at the school. I think the fan support is starting to come back. I also
feel that the NCAA looked at how many Penn State fans traveled to Ireland for their opening game this
year and realized how much money is missed out on by keeping Penn State out of a bowl game,” junior
Sadie Cresswell, Penn State fan, said.
“Personally, I don’t think there should have been a ban. Why punish talented football players who did
nothing wrong? I know that was an argument among a lot of people about the ban, and I know the ban
actually hurt Penn State with recruiting players,” senior Danyelle Mates, Penn State fan, said.

Students often
break school dress
code requirements

Tayah Moore
Staff Editor
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Staff Editor
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tide lines

tide lines

n July 2011, the Pottsville Area School District
adopted a dress code to take effect starting in the
2011-2012 school year. Most students have dealt
with the dress code and have never gotten into
trouble for violating it, but several people still do not
like to comply with it.
The top dress code bust is piercings. The only
piercings that are allowed to be seen in school are
ear piercings. Nose, eyebrows, lips, gauges and
several others are not permitted. Students break
this dress code rule most commonly by wearing
nose rings and gauges. Walking in the hallways,
one will see about two or three nose rings a day,
and the same with gauges.
“I understand that my nose ring is not dress code
appropriate, but I do not understand how it can
affect my education,” freshman Tylee Ruhl said. “If
it does not affect my working ability in school, then
why is it not acceptable to have it?”
Many girls enjoy wearing leggings or yoga pants
because they are a go-to, cozy choice of clothing.
They go with any outfit and are a comfortable, but
nice, addition to an outfit. They look just as presentable as jeans or dress pants.
It can be hard to tell if someone is wearing them,
so it is not an everyday bust. But I do see an occasional friend or two wearing them on a dreary Monday morning because they did not want to get out of
bed, and it was easy to throw on a pair of leggings.
“Yoga pants and leggings are my favorite things
to wear. I see people wearing them in school, and I
wish I was wearing them,” sophomore Nicolle Hidalgo said. “I wear them a lot, and it would be a dream
to be able to wear them in school, but [we have a
dress code], and I respect the dress code rules.”
The school can get cold at times, so people like
to wear sweatshirts. There are two kinds of sweatshirts that are not permitted: full zip
and hooded. I see them several times
throughout the day.
Hooded sweatshirts are not
caught as often because some
girls have hair long enough to
cover the hood, and some people
tuck their hoods in. The full zip
sweatshirt is an easier dress
code bust because of the zipper,
clearly.
“I think people break [the] dress
code repeatedly because they
want to be comfortable,” sophomore Rhiannon Daniels said. “If
our school participated in dress
down days, maybe kids would not
be tempted to break the rules of the
dress code so often.”
Dress down days would be an
easy solution to an everyday problem. It could raise money for any
type of charitable organization, and
students would be happy.

Men also face body image issues
Jackson Gunelson
Staff Editor
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f everybody had to choose
one word to describe his body
type, I suppose mine would be
“lanky.” I am definitely taller than
most, for according to geolytics.com,
only 20% of males in America are
over six feet tall, and standing at 6’2”
certainly helps me out in that regard.
I am not just thin and tall, though; I’m
“lanky.” My spine curves in strange
ways, but to me it just feels natural.
People tend to get either impressed, intimidated
or both when I stand straight up, because I normally
hunch myself. I bend over the way I do because
these ceilings just do not fit me, especially when
at my shorter friends’ homes. I have been called a
scarecrow and a few less appropriate names from
time to time, but nothing too offensive.
Nevertheless, being lanky is pretty awkward in
social situations, but that may just be me. When I
am with my friends, I pretty much have to stand in
the back for it to look normal. Even then, imagine
leaning over a bunch of smaller people without looking kind of creepy.
Another thing is that everyone expects you to play
basketball if you’re over six feet tall. While I am sort
of good at defense, I can’t make a single shot. Not
every tall person is going to be a basketball star.
At least basketball is an innocent stereotype, but
there are some nasty ones out there. Because of
my height, my hunch, and my hair, many people’s
first impression of me is a “druggie.” If one stereotype for folks of my build should go away, it should
be that. Just because someone looks like a user,
it does not mean that he is. I have actively tried to
straighten my back up, but it just naturally bends,
and I cannot change that without some expensive
surgery.
Sometimes I wish I were shorter, but sometimes,
I also wish I were taller. Both seem to have their
benefits and shortcomings, but at the end of the
day, I am happy about my height. I feel like I would
be a completely different person than I am if I was
shorter. All in all, the benefits of being tall outweigh
the bad things, and anyone who doesn’t like that
should just grow up.

Tim Witman
Staff Editor
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luffy” is a joke among my
friends, family and myself to
describe my body type. However, it has not always been that
way.
When I was in elementary
school and my first year of
middle school, I would get
upset when my peers made
jokes about my weight. About halfway through
my sixth grade year, my dad told me that if I show
people that what they said did not bother me, they
would stop. I decided to take his advice because he
is a big man as well. Since then, kids have stopped
making fun of my weight.
I have always been comfortable with my body,
despite the issues that being a large person comes
with. As a kid, I almost never played outside with
the other kids in the neighborhood. As a teenager,
I have become more active, but I get tired fast, so I
can never do too much at once.
My large body has definitely not been a huge confidence booster when it comes to approaching girls.
In my experience, girls usually go for the guy with
rock-hard abs who is in the popular crowd instead
of the large fellow who is an “average Joe.”
Even though I am not the most confident guy with
girls, I still try not to let my body be a factor in my
dating choices because my dad, who as I said before is a big guy too, does not have problems with
women. While there may be girls who will not date
me because of my size, the way I see it is, if that is
their reason for rejecting me, they are not worth it.
While my large size usually makes me the target
of many jokes, it has its upsides.
My size can be helpful in sports. I play hockey,
and my large body type is good for getting in the
opposing team’s way or blocking a shot for the goal.
But because I am top heavy, I can easily be thrown
off balance.
I do not have a problem with being “fluffy.” It is the
way I was born and most likely the way I am going
to stay. I will not let others bother me with jokes or
pressure me into losing a few pounds. If they do not
like my body type, they can deal with it because I
will not change just for them.

Teens lack appreciation and respect for others

“Congress shall make no law respectStaff Editorial
ing an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
This is the First Amendment of the United States
Constitution, and people still do not seem to understand its purpose. Recently, the Tide Lines staff
released its first print issue of the school year in
hopes that the student body would at least pick one
up.
The staff was excited to reveal the content to the
school and was ready for useful feedback. This,
however, was not the case. A certain story in the
Style & Entertainment section seemed to spark a
nasty fire in the hearts and mouths of
adolescents who, frankly, had no clue
what they were so upset about to begin
with.
The author of the article was ridiculed
for her opinion about overdressing in
school. She merely gave her thoughts
and advice to readers about what and
what not to wear to school. She never
actually told people what they should not
wear. And even if she did, why would
anyone listen? She has no authority in
the matter. It was just her opinion. These
readers took matters into their own
hands and decided to confront her about
her word choice and opinions.

I am not saying that avid Tide Lines readers
should not express their opinions and feelings about
each issue; that is why we accept letters to the editor. But where are all of these letters from students
who had the nerve to ridicule a staff writer?
We have received not one letter to the editor. This
proves my point. People do not have the courage to
face the backlash their words have on a person or a
group of people.
This has been seen throughout society more
and more over the years. Recently, Sayreville War
Memorial High School located in Sayreville, N.J.,
canceled its football season after only a few weeks
due to extreme hazing. Seven football players were
arrested for hazing four other students in the locker
room and are facing serious charges for their actions.
What does this say about society? Where is the
natural respect that should be given to each and
every human being?
It happens every day. Someone is bullied. One
doesn’t say thank you after being given something.
Someone drops all of his textbooks in the hallway
and not one person stops to help. A person posts
a picture on Instagram and it is a “not so flattering”
picture, and loads of people screenshot it and send
it to everyone on their contacts list.
This does not show respect; it shows the amusement in taking someone else down for one’s own
benefit. From now on, take a second and think before acting. It will save someone a lot of trouble, and
maybe they’ll even have a good day for once.

Inappropriate costumes become prominent
Jackson Gunelson

Staff Editor
n recent years, pop culture has been controlling how Halloween is done. From having a little
kid dress up as Spider-Man to adults looking like
Walter White or Rick Grimes, it is apparent that the
pop culture has a say in how people dress. These
costumes would not exist if not for pop culture.
The most concerning part of this is how provocative some costumes can get, especially those
aimed at women aged 15-25. Where men tend
to get fairly normal representations of characters
and classics, women tend to get “sexy” versions of
them.
It is no longer just a vampire, pirate or a werewolf; it’s a “sexy” vampire, pirate or werewolf. Believe it or not, there is a “sexy” costume for Big Bird
from Sesame Street.
A common trope for advertising is the phrase
“sex sells.” Because these costumes are practically the only ones targeting women, it is becoming
more and more ordinary to see women as people
who only wear pretty costumes, which is obviously
untrue.
Sexy costumes cause many men to objectify
women, but the problem is costume shops do not
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offer women many options for dressing up more
modestly.
Another problem present is the image it sends to
children. If they go into the aisle and see nothing
but these inappropriate costumes, they will feel as if
that is how the world works.
This is especially prominent in young teens who
are going through puberty, as the mixed signals presented by pop culture may make a confusing part in
their lives all the more confusing.
Women should be allowed to wear whatever they
choose, but the problem is more often than not,
these provocative costumes are the only options
available without a large hassle. Why work hard on
an intricate costume when a pirate bikini costs only
$15?
There needs to be more variety in the costumes
sold at retail stores. Whether it is more Disney
princesses or just some gender-neutral monsters, it
does not matter. What matters is that there should
be more actual costumes than Halloween-themed
lingerie.
Countries that celebrate Halloween are already
over-sexualized; making Halloween - a holiday
about candy, spending time with friends and scary
movies - sexy does not help one bit.

Just another dazzling, famous
member of society

Doll image creates struggles for girls
Alexa Biddle

Staff Editor
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aking up and getting to school on time is a
struggle, even more so if one wants to look
good. Some teenage girls feel as if they will never
look as good as girls in magazines.
With advanced technology on the market
today such as Photoshop, one can totally
change her appearance with a few mouse
clicks. These “photoshopped” pictures then
end up plastered everywhere from Twitter
and Tumblr to fashion magazines and other
tabloids.
When young girls see these “photoshopped” photos, they see the fake figure
and beauty of the model as a goal and as
something easily attainable. Girls sometimes try to achieve this “Barbie” look to
try to compare with models in magazines.
There are many different aspects of Barbie
beauty standards, but a few big ones include a
year-round sun-kissed glow, platinum blonde hair,
an even skin tone and a stick-thin figure.
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Though those features may be attainable to
someone who devotes her time and money to making herself look “perfect,” for the average teenage
girl whose head is filled with due dates and SAT
vocabulary, there is just not enough time in the day
to worry too much about appearances.
Peers are being unfair when they
expect a girl to be able to look like a
Barbie. The beauty standards that girls
are expected to fulfill are completely
unrealistic, and along with trying to live
up to these standards, girls are also
expected to be on top of fashion trends
and popular colors for each season.
On top of the everyday stresses
one faces, remembering this burden
is like taking a punch; not everyone
has enough time to look effortlessly
perfect all the time.
When it comes to priorities,
Barbie beauty should be extremely low on the scale compared
to more important issues like school work, keeping
track of responsibilities and creating meaningful
relationships.

Disney holiday movies prove to be tradition
Brittany Blackman

Editor-in-Chief
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s soon as the month of October rolls around,
Halloween excitement fills the air. There are
many elements of Halloween that people look forward to. Pumpkin carving, spooky decorations and
classic Halloween movies are highly anticipated.
People are always anticipating Disney Channel
movies, especially people who were born in the
‘90s. Kids born in the ‘90s were graced with amazing “scary” Disney Channel Original movies.
“I love Disney Channel original Halloween movies because they’re classics, and I can watch them
over and over again without getting tired of them,”
senior Jacob Spece said.
Growing up, many peers can recall crowding
around their TVs at 8 p.m. during the holiday season to watch familiar movies.
“My favorite thing about Disney Channel Halloween movies is how each one has a completely
different storyline. They’re kid friendly but still
manage to have a bit of creepiness to them,” senior
Sierra Hoover said. “I like Twitches (2005) a whole
lot because it reminds me of Sister Sister (1994).
Anything past 2009 is trash.”
The Halloweentown (1998) movie franchise,
which started in 1998, is a movie series that aired
on Disney Channel. There are four movies in the
series. The first three movies are iconic. When one
of these is on, Twitter is filled with numerous people
talking about how excited they are to watch the
movie. Even people in college who grew up with

these movies get excited when they air.
However, the fourth movie changed the lead
actress, replacing her with Sarah Paxton, so people
don’t enjoy it as much as the others with Kimberly J.
Brown. These movies aren’t necessarily scary, but
they’re “feel-good” classics.
However, Disney has put out some creepier movies.
Movies like The Tower of Terror (1997) and The
Phantom of the Megaplex (2000) were terrifying for
younger kids. These two films were actually somewhat suspenseful compared to the light-hearted
films like The Little Vampire.
In The Tower of Terror, five people are trapped in
an elevator. Their building gets struck by lightning,
causing it to collapse. In the film, people begin
to disappear because of the ghosts of these five
people. It is suspenseful and mysterious, as opposed to humorous and magical. The Phantom of
the Megaplex also deals with a haunting force clad
in a creepy mask resembling the mask the Phantom
wears in The Phantom of the Opera.
Movies like Mom’s Got a Date with a Vampire
(2000), the Twitches series (2005) and The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993) are also favorites
among viewers.
“The Nightmare Before Christmas has always
been my favorite. I’m not sure why, it just has always
been,” senior Olivia King said.
Disney Channel Halloween movies are a crucial
part of the holiday season. Many teens enjoy these
movies because they feel a sense of nostalgia while
watching them.
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I

t is with a heavy heart that I am here, once again,
writing about the downfall of Amanda Bynes. She
was doing so well, too. She was very successful as
a student at FIDM, the Fashion Institute of Design
and Merchandising located in Los Angeles. Also,
she was tweeting pictures of herself and her family,
looking extremely happy.
Bynes looked great too. She was back to dressing
like her classy previous self. However, this golden
period was short-lived.
It all started September 29. Bynes was arrested
on a DUI charge. DUI is a common charge in Hollywood that usually only results in more publicity for
the offender.
This time, the incident triggered Bynes’ spiral
back into “crazy Amanda.” Just one week after that,
Bynes allegedly was kicked out of Barneys, a New
York clothing store, for shoplifting.
Pulling a Winona and getting a DUI seem like normal Hollywood stunts. Yet Bynes had to completely
overdo it, just as she always does. Most celebrities
would have moved on with their lives after incidents
like those.
But in true Amanda Bynes fashion, she went to
Twitter with her problems. When everyone thought
that her minor setbacks were not any indication of
another manic episode, she proved them wrong.
She accused her father of abusing her and made
numerous allegations of mental abuse as well. As if
this wasn’t messy enough, around a week later, she
denied that her father did any of this and blamed it
on a microchip embedded in her brain.
At this point, a microchip may be the only logical
explanation as to why Bynes is acting so ridiculously. This is a new level of insanity, even for her.
It would not surprise me if we soon saw her using
a giraffe as a method of transportation to get her
from place to place.
This whole occurrence is a shame because
society really thought she was getting her life back
together. I bet, as multiple writers were reporting
her recent shenanigans, they were slightly disheartened. Some may have even uttered, “Really?” This
was most likely followed by prolonged sighing.
Fortunately, Bynes was checked into a mental
health facility by the same man who helped Britney
Spears though her rough patch in 2008.
Bynes’ future is extremely unpredictable. Who
knew that she would actually get her life together
for a millisecond? The plunge back into her manic
ways was kind of inevitable, though.
Only time can tell what the future holds for the
former role model. At least she didn’t harm others
in the process of her shenanigans. We know she is
capable of getting herself together; let’s hope she
can do it again.
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TREAD — The boys’ water
polo team treads water
during a practice at the
Ned Hampford Natatorium.
The team played in district
matches October 25 and
29. “We had a pretty good
season,” Steinhart said.
“Our team grew together
as a team to get five wins
so far. Hopefully [we will
get] a few more at the end.”

SERVE — Senior Kendra Boris
prepares to serve at a volleyball
game. Stroudsburg eliminated
the volleyball team from districts at their match October 21.
“This season was a fun season.
We all grew closer as a family
and got along so well. We enjoyed every moment being together on and off of the court.
We always worked together as
a team and gave everything we
had in every game,” Boris said.
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ENCOURAGE — Sophomore
Jacob Horning encourages the
rest of the varsity soccer team
at a game. Horning has been
a member of the soccer team
for two years. “We had a good
season,” Horning said. “I hope
we make it far in districts.”

PREPARE — According to sophomore Rachel
Brahler, playing in matches and practicing
repeatedly helps to improve one’s mental game.
Brahler recently got the lowest score on the golf
team and helped them win a Schuylkill League
championship. “[I had] a really good experience
playing in tournaments and competitions. I liked
playing on different courses,” Brahler said.

Photo by Becky Staller
Photography Co-Coordinator

Photo by Corey Schuster
Photography Co-Coordinator

ANTICIPATE — Players from Blue Mountain
and Pottsville cross the field and prepare
for the game to resume. Freshman Hannah
Evans’ favorite memory of this soccer
season was playing alongside her older
sister. “Soccer is by far my favorite sport.
I definitely will stick with soccer until
the end [of high school],” Evans said.
Photo by Becky Staller
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REFLECT — On the last home meet
of the cross country season, senior
Emily Heinbach stands beside the
track with her parents for senior night.
Heinbach’s favorite memories from this
season were the pasta parties the cross
country team had every Tuesday. “We
basically go over to someone’s house
and eat spaghetti,” Heinbach said.
Photo by Becky Staller

Juliette Bridals by Ivana
19 N. Centre St. Pottsville, PA
570-622-1066

Area’s largest selection of
prom formal and tuxedos
great selection
great prices.

Visit The Man Cave!

Tuxedo Rental: Starting at $59.99

Located Lower Level
of Juliette Bridals
Store.

