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The pep rally was
      over, but the
auditorium wasn’t
empty like every other
week. Instead, 90
seniors remained for the
reward promised to
them by Principal
Charles R. Wagner.

In March the junior
class at PAHS completed
the Pennsylvania System
of School Assessment
Tests just as they are
required to each year.

The PSSA tests are
used by the state of
Pennsylvania to deter-
mine the degree to
which school programs
enable students to
attain proficiency of
certain standards.
Because the result of
the PSSA is a factor in
state funding of schools,
the Pottsville Area
School District encour-
ages its students to do
their best. For last year’s
juniors, there was an
added incentive.

“We tried to provide
every incentive possible
to encourage students to
perform their best on
the tests,” Mr. Wagner
said. “I gave the kids a
speech about how they
should do well for the
sake of the school. I
told them that the
scores are being sent
home to their parents

and that they would be
a part of their tran-
scripts.”

“I began to kick
around a bunch of ideas
for an added motivator.
The administration and I
considered several ideas
but decided on having a
party here at the school
to reward the students
who performed well.”

Wagner met with the
junior homeroom
representatives of the
Student Council to
discuss the best way to
choose who would be
invited to the party.

 He and the council
members decided that in
order to give everyone a
fair chance to attend
the event, the class
would be divided in

thirds by class rank. The
top 30 scorers on the
test from each third of
the class qualified to
participate in the party.

The celebration was
held October 11. After
the weekly pep rally,
the invited students —
now seniors — moved to
the cafeteria for
breakfast. Next, they
returned to the audito-
rium to watch the movie
“Miss Congeniality.”

Also on the day’s
agenda was a trip
outside for refreshments
before a tug-of-war
tournament.

“I encouraged the
kids to tell this year’s
junior class how much
they enjoyed the party
to try to inspire them to

Special events reward hard workTideLines
•  Band wins Best Brass
Award at Boyertown

On September 30 at the
Boyertown High School
band competition the
Pottsville Area High School
Marching Band won the
distinguished honor of
“Best Brass” out of the
eight bands competing.

The band went through
two parts of the competi-
tion. The first was a full
inspection by Marines.

After inspection the
band performed their show
for the crowd and judges.
Then each band was invited
back out onto the field
where the awards
presentation was held.

The band had previously
won Best Brass several
times, and Best Woodwinds
and Best Percussion once
each.

Mr. Richard D. Fries is
the band director.   
•  Vo-Tech National
Honor Society

The induction ceremony
for the National Vocational
Technical Honor Society
was held December 5 at 7
p.m. At the ceremony, five
PAHS seniors and one
junior were among students
from across Schuylkill
County honored for
outstanding academic
achievement.

Four of the students
attend the Schuylkill Career
and Technology Center,
Marlin Campus. Two of the
students go to the
Frackville Campus.

Senior Robert Brennan,
the son of Robert and
Kathleen Brennan, is a
senior in the carpentry
curriculum. “Because of my
experience, I will be able to
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FUN IN THE SUN — A group of students play a dexterity game at Veterans’ Stadium
during the PSSA picnic. There were many physical and mental challenge activities
planned for the day as well as lunch and the showing of a movie.

(Continued on page 7)
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BY PAHS SENIOR

take the tests seri-
ously,” Wagner said.

Forty-two freshmen
also enjoyed a special
day as a result of their
eighth grade PSSA
scores in math and
reading. They were the
top 10% in their class.

The students were
taken on a field trip to
Harrisburg where State
Representative Bob
Allen greeted them. The
young people toured the
Capitol and visited the
Pennsylvania State
Museum.

Freshman Amy
McKenzie said, “I
learned much about
Pennsylvania’s interest-
ing history and the
architecture of the
Capitol building.”



Challenging AP courses prove to be

Genetic engineering,
        differentiation,
debates and DBQs —
terms and topics that
became commonplace to
many upperclassmen at
Pottsville Area High
School enrolled in one
of the numerous AP
courses offered.
   AP classes, an acro-
nym for Advanced
Placement, and a
valuable educational
avenue for many college
bound students, were
introduced into the
PAHS curriculum in
1987.
   The AP Program was
first developed in 1955
by the College Board,
the same people respon-
sible for the SATs, as a
motivator for students
to earn college credit as
well as to fulfill second-
ary requirements.
   This nationwide effort
offers 33 AP courses
that cover 19 subjects.
AP classes can be
challenging since the
courses are more
difficult, move at a
faster pace and require a
considerable investment
of effort by the students
enrolled.
   The benefits, however,
greatly balance the
picture. The courses are
attractive to college
bound students due to
the smaller class size
and the opportunity to
better prepare for
college level course
loads. Most importantly,
the AP experience can
expose students to
particular fields on a
more intensive level.

Offering the option of
taking college level
courses can also serve

BY MEGAN SEMEROD

BY PAHS SENIOR
the purpose of helping
students gain confi-
dence in their abilities
to handle the rigors of
higher education.

AP teachers, realizing
the stress of these
advanced classes,
provide additional
support and time to
students to assist in
their success, creating a
partnership between
pupils and teachers and
a closeness among class
members.

Mrs. Miriam Wagner
explained, “The best
thing about teaching AP
Calculus is the students
involved are interested
in learning and ask
thought-provoking
questions. It is really
fun to work with them.”

AP Biology student
senior Vincent Cheng
said, “It is a very
demanding class,
though that doesn’t
mean that it’s not fun.
Mr. Houtz [teacher Mr.
William Houtz] is a
great teacher and his
lectures are very
informative. He makes
sure that we all under-
stand the material.”

At PAHS the AP
program includes
courses within the
Social Studies, Science,
Math, English, Technol-
ogy and Art Depart-
ments. Within these
various fields, many
different classes are
offered.

Seniors visiting
colleges or reviewing
college brochures and
catalogues can appreci-
ate the value that the
PAHS administration has
placed on the AP
program. It is a key
question asked on
applications and during

interviews which
provide college admis-
sions staffs with an
indication of the
academic commitment
and talents of prospec-
tive students. Scholars
who complete AP classes
usually gain a competi-
tive edge in the admis-
sions process.

Senior Mike Davidson
said, “I’m glad that I
took AP Calculus
because Mrs. Wagner
makes sure that every
student understands the
material. If I would have
taken calculus in
college, I’m sure that I
would have been stuck
in huge group where the
professor would not
concentrate on every
student.”

“Being in AP History
gives me a head start for
my major of political
science in college. I also
believe that taking it
my junior year allows
me time to brush up on
anything I’ll need to
know before going to
college,” Amanda
Dudish said.

The intensity of the
AP commitment differs
depending upon the
topic. AP Art students
compile pieces through-
out the course for their
portfolio. Each is a
project in itself requir-
ing time, talent and
creativity.

Senior Tom Schlitzer
explained, “AP Studio
Art really gets you into
the feel of an artist. In
most art classes you
have specific perimeters
to keep up with, but AP
lets you really find your
creative niche because it
removes those bound-
aries. Though you do
have a concentration

and theme that all your
art has to be related to,
the number of ideas
that you can branch out
from are limitless.”

Similarly, AP Litera-
ture gives its students
an opportunity to gain
from the celebrated
works of acclaimed
authors and provide
their perspective on
style, content and
interpretation. Classes
are a wonderful mix of
lecture, discussion,
interaction and indi-
vidual work.

AP literature student
Emily Peron said, “I feel
as though I’ve gained a
great deal of knowledge
in only the first few
months of AP Lit. I’ve

analyzed poems, short
stories and plays that I
never would have read
had I not taken the
course. I’ve begun to see
classic works and
literature in general in a
new light. The small
discussion-oriented class
is conducive to learning
and, as a result, I’m able
to understand how the
opinions of others differ
from my own.”

Although the mea-
surement of individual
student gains vary,
there is one standard
method of measurement
used at the completion
of each course to
provide some indication
of the participant’s
success. Exams are
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STILL LIFE – Using a lead pencil, senior Ben
Mincavage draws a still life of mining equipment from
Schuylkill County’s past. His piece will be submitted
as part of his portfolio. Teacher Mr. Andrew Makara
encouraged the class to use different pencil
techniques to create textures and lighting. Ten artists
were enrolled in the AP Studio Art course.
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Dear Members of the Community,
As the holiday season approaches, we are all

consumed with a December full of activities —
shopping, cooking, baking, decorating, and all
the many festive activities that make each of our
specific holidays special. The days seem
to escape from us as we prepare for the
religious celebration that each of us
celebrates.

Children anticipate the holidays for
many reasons; however, gift giving (and
receiving) is often among their highest
priorities. Parents spend a great deal of
time and money locating that hard-to-
find item, whether it is a special doll,
video game, or article of clothing. There
are photographs every year of moms
and dads standing in long lines and
battling the mall crowds just to get
that gift that they believe will be the only thing
that will make their child’s holiday celebration
memorable.

Unfortunately, that memory is usually fleet-
ing. When the newness of that wonderful find
wears off, your child will return to his/her daily
routine. Although that new game or t-shirt was
truly a “must-have,” it will soon become part of
his/her everyday possessions.

There is one gift that children need and rarely
write on their list of wishes, and that is the gift

Celebrate the gift of time with your family

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Very Sincerely,

DR. JAMES T.
GALLAGHER

SUPERINTENDENT

graded on a scale of 1-5
with recommendations
that range from “no
recommendation for
college credit” to
“extremely well-
qualified.”

Colleges determine
individually the proce-
dure they will follow for
utilizing AP scores for
credit or placement.

AP exams cost
approximately $77 and
are offered in May.

Since AP courses
follow a strict curricu-
lum and cover a wide
scope of material, many
students utilize refer-
ence books such as
Barron`s, in addition to
their course material, as
study guides.

Responsibility is on
the scholar to take
notes, complete assign-
ments, do research,
meet deadlines and ask
for help throughout the
course – just as in
college. 

PAHS AP courses
prepare students on
every level for the
college experience. The
faculty members
teaching these classses
are well qualified to
provide this level of
instruction.

The Advanced
Placement curriculum
puts Pottsville on the
cutting edge in the
state in preparing its
students for higher
education.

worth the extra effort for pupils

of time. In our extremely busy lives, we chauf-
feur our children from this practice to that
rehearsal; we usher them in and out of events on
their schedules; we do what we have to do to get
them through their busy days. The problem is,

however, that the conversations at the
dinner table, the quiet evenings
together enjoying a board game, and
the opportunities for parents to get to
know their children’s classmates and
friends have been sacrificed. Although
it’s important to keep your child active,
it’s sometimes more important to slow
him/her down in order to enjoy some
semblance of family life.

 When January 1 arrives this year
and you’re struggling to think of a
worthwhile New Year’s resolution,
consider giving your child the gift of

your time. There’s no one who deserves it more!
With my best wishes for a healthy holiday

season and an academically productive New Year
I remain,
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EXPERIMENTATION –
Filtering a cupric solution
during an AP Chemistry
lab, junior Dan Kheloussi
completes his lab work.
The blue cupric solution
was then heated so that
the copper could be iso-
lated. AP Chem students
had one lab period per
week.

There is one
gift that

children need
and rarely

write on their
list of wishes,
and that is the

gift of time.

”

“

DR. JAMES T.
GALLAGHER ,

SUPERINTENDENT

Wavelengths 3DECEMBER 2001



District parents take action

Call them volun-
       teers. Call them
helpers.

As if their schedules
were not already full,
they willingly give up
their time to benefit
various school organiza-
tions.

They are the stage-
hands, doing all the
work behind the
curtains, only to be
upstaged by the star of
the show.

They are parents.
Although not always

expressed, parental
involvement in organi-
zations such as Crimson
Aides, Parents of
Publications Students
(POPS), Parent Teacher
Organizations (PTO) and
Mothers’ Boosters is
greatly appreciated.

“Without a parent’s
involvement in school
organizations, many of

”

MIKE FOX

PAHS JUNIOR

“

BY KELLY NATISHAK

BY PAHS JUNIOR
them would cease to
exist. Without the
parents, the job
wouldn’t get done,”
junior Mike Fox said.

Crimson Aides, the
band organization,
includes help from
parents. Crimson Aides
officers consist of Mrs.
Rosemary Lynn, presi-
dent; Mrs. Nancy
Marchefsky, vice
president; Mrs. Terry
Snyder, secretary; Mrs.
Deniece Krater, trea-
surer; and Mr. Richard
D. Fries, band director.

Crimson Aides as a
whole organizes various
activities, finds chaper-
ones for away games
and other band trips,
helps out with the band
concerts, organizes
Senior Salute Night,
sponsors the end of the
year banquet and assists
with fund-raising.

Fund-raising is
coordinated by the Ways

and Means committee
which consists of Mrs.
Melissa Ebener and Mrs.
Sue Reier.

The vice president is
responsible for organiz-
ing the final awards
banquet.

“This year we’re
planning on asking the
kids’ opinions about the
menu rather than just
choosing it for them.
The banquet is a really
good wrap-up for the

year. I enjoy working
with the band and I’ll
miss it when it’s over.
I’ll probably stay with it
even after my son
graduates. Once a band
mom, always a band
mom,” Mrs. Marchefsky
said.

Besides helping with
behind-the-scenes work,
band parents take
immense pride in the
Pottsville Area Crimson
Tide Marching Band and
have great appreciation
for the band director,
Mr. Richard D. Fries.

Mrs. Lynn said, “The
kids really respect Mr.
Fries. I’ve been here
since the beginning and,
in my eyes, the band is
second to none.”

The respect is mutual
between Lynn and Fries.

“Mrs. Lynn takes care
of so much. Between
making phone calls and
getting chaperones,
she’s always helping
out,” he said.

Along with the
Crimson Aides, Parents
of Publications Stu-
dents, or POPS, is run by
exactly what the name
implies, the parents.
Coordinated by Mrs.
Elizabeth Navitsky, Mrs.
Mary Beth Semerod and

TOTAL — At a Parents of Publications Students
meeting, fund-raising coordinator Mrs. Elizabeth
Navitsky compiles the orders for the Thanksgiving
pie sale.

    PHOTO BY WES WEINER

SEARCH THE SHELVES — Crimson Aides member Mrs. Karen Heller retrieves a
sweatshirt from one of the shelves at the organization’s sales booth, referred to as
“The Bandstand.” Multiple members of the group worked at the stand during the
course of every home football game selling sweatshirts, hats, blankets, towels, T-
shirts and other Crimson Tide items.

    PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIDSON

 Without a
parent’s

involvement in
school

organizations,
many of them

would cease to
exist. Without
the parents,

the job
wouldn’t get

done.
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 POPS gives
me a chance to

support my
daughter in
something I
know she is

deeply
committed to
and it’s given
me a way to
contribute to

an activity that
I really

believe in.

“

”

MRS. MARY BETH SEMEROD
POPS PRESIDENT

in school-related organizations

Mrs. Gretchen Haas,
POPS organizes numer-
ous fund-raisers, selling
everything from pizza to
pies.
   POPS also helps to
prepare dinner for
Thursday night work
sessions, a time for all
five of Pottsville Area
High School’s publica-
tions staffs to work. A
different parent cooks
each week, providing
dinner for anywhere
between 30 and 60 kids.

Keeping track of sales
and setting up the
schedule for dinner are
two of the things that
are voluntarily done by
the parents.

“As a parent I’ve
participated in POPS as
a cook for the food
committee. I’ve also
helped with the fund-
raising and banquet
committees. I’ll really
miss this next year after
my daughter graduates.

I feel very
proud of PAHS
Publications.
POPS gives me
a chance to
support my
daughter in
something I
know she is
deeply
committed to
and it’s given
me a way to
contribute to
an activity
that I really
believe in,”
Mrs. Semerod
said.

The high
school isn’t
the only
school in the
district with
help from
parents.

The D.H.H.
Lengel Middle School’s
Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion (PTO) receives help
from Mrs. Liz Parker,
president; Mrs. Joanne
Mercuri, vice president;
Mrs. Nikki Feeney,
second vice president;
Mrs. Donna Dermo,
recording secretary; Mrs.
Patty Markovich,
corresponding secretary;
and Mrs. Debbie Cody,
treasurer.

The Lengel PTO does
fund-raising a bit
differently. Rather than
sell items, the students
raise money by charging
for activities like school
dances.

The PTO also makes
profit on school pictures
and the yearbook.

“All the money raised
is put toward school
activities. Any extra
profit from this year will
hopefully be used to
buy something for the
school,” Mrs. Parker

said.
“Working with the

school administration,
the teachers and the
parents and all the
cooperation they give us
helps things run
smoothly,” she said.

Students also show
their appreciation for
the parents’ help.

“I think it’s really
good that parents help
out with the PTO. It
really makes things go
well,” sixth grader
Jordan Zedonek said.

Like Lengel, the John
S. Clarke Elementary
Center has a PTO.
The officers are Mrs.
Valerie Shappell,
president; Mrs. Sue
Hoke, vice president;
Mrs. Joanne Mercuri,
recording secretary; Mrs.
Mary Beth Conville,
corresponding secretary;
Mrs. Christine Zanis,
treasurer; and Mrs.
Monica Natishak,
assistant treasurer.

Fund-raising takes up
much of the time for the
JSC PTO also.

During the holiday
season, students sell
Cherrydale candy and in
the spring they sell
Gertrude Hawk choco-
lates.

A sweatshirt sale was
also coordinated to raise
funds.

Money raised by the
group goes toward
buying birthday books
for students and paying
for field trips.

Also, teachers are
given an “allowance” to
buy various supplies for
their classrooms and
students.

The Christmas Shop is
set up every year by the
PTO and it gives pupils
an opportunity to buy

gifts for their family and
friends.

“I get involved with
the PTO because it’s
good for the kids. I only
wish more parents would
get involved. It would
make things a lot
easier,” Mrs. Shappell
said.

Mother’s Boosters is
yet another organiza-
tion that involves the
help of the parents.

The officers include
Mrs. Mary Gomez,
president; Mrs. Janie O’
Brien, vice president;
Mrs. Louise Hufnagle,
second vice president;
Mrs. Sherry Marx,
treasurer; Mrs. Sandy
Wood, secretary and
Mrs. Bridget Zedonek,
assistant secretary/
treasurer.

Mothers’ Boosters was
organized in 1960 to
honor all Pottsville Area
High School football
players.

Fund-raising is done
by selling baked goods
and novelties, and
offering a program book
at every home football
game.

“Every penny raised
stays within the
organization,” Mrs.
Mona Davis, a member
since 1971, said.

Money raised in
previous years was used
to purchase weight room
equipment, VCRs,
camcorders and a golf
cart for on the sidelines.

Although each of
these organizations, as
well as the many sports
boosters groups, have
individual goals, the
parents who help out
share the common bond
of a desire to assist in
any way possible and to
be involved.

SPEAKING OUT — At a Crimson
Aides meeting, Mr. Richard D. Fries,
band director, keeps the parents  up-
to-date regarding upcoming activi-
ties, parades and fund-raisers.

    PHOTO BY SHANA SHAY
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Every penny counts for victims

To most people, a
      penny might not be
worth very much. For
organizations such as
the Red Cross however,
every penny counts.

Thanks to Mrs.
Kimberly Steigerwalt’s
second grade class, the
Red Cross will have
plenty of pennies to give
to the victims of the
September 11 terrorist
attacks.

In just one week, the
ambitious seven-year-
olds managed to raise
$855.50, mostly in
pennies.

One of the biggest
questions that the
children received was
how people so small
could think of such a big
plan to help the needy.
Mrs. Steigerwalt had the
answer.

“We came up with the
idea for the project
when we were studying
a unit on volunteerism
and patriotism.  We
learned about fire
fighters, policemen and
other people who help
volunteer their time.”
Steigerwalt said.

MRS. KIMBERLY

STEIGERWALT

JSC FACULTY

“The children were
very anxious to volun-
teer their time to help
those in need. The
children raised the
money by making
posters asking people to
donate money, placing
cans outside of class-
rooms and writing
letters to local busi-
nesses asking them to
donate,” she explained.

They also made red,
white and blue ribbons,
which were worn
September 27 by the
students and faculty at
JSC.

“The response we got
from the school and
from the community
was overwhelming,”
Steigerwalt said.

The kids not only
played a big part in
collecting the money
but also in counting and
sorting it.

“The children gave up
a lot of their time to
help collect, count and
sort the pennies,”
Steigerwalt said.

The money was loaded
on to a truck provided
by Cass Tires, September
29.  Cass Tires also
matched the money that

the children raised,
bringing the grand total
to $1711.

From JSC, the pennies
went to M&T bank,
where they were
counted and the money
delivered to the
Schuylkill County
Chapter of the American
Red Cross.

This was not the first
time that the kids have
helped out in the
community. They also
participate in a program
called Helping Hands.
The program is designed
to teach kids the
positive effects of
helping others.

PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIDSON

SUPPORTING THE STARS AND STRIPES – Mrs.
Kimberly Steigerwalt’s second grade class at JSC
shows their patriotism while proudly standing holding
an American flag.

BY JENNA SPINELLE

PAHS SOPHOMORE

(Continued on page 7)

“
“When the kids help

out at home or in
another class, they get a
cutout of their hand put
up in the classroom,”
Miss Jessica Keener,
student teacher in the
classroom, said. “It
serves as a good
incentive for them to
help as much as they
can.”

And in the past few
weeks, the kids have
helped as much as they
could. They have gone
above and beyond the
call of duty by giving
their time and energy to
help out in this time of
need.

The response
we got from
the  school

and from the
community

was
overwhelming.

Lengel pupils earn dollars for dinner
in unique community service project

Who says the
         younger genera-
tion has no respect for
its elders?  This is the
exact statement that the
caring and generous
students of  D.H.H.
Lengel Middle School
contradict thoroughly.

With their second

annual “Dollars for
Dinner” benefit running
smoothly, the pupils of
Lengel Middle School
have more than enough
reasons to be proud of
themselves.  Eighth
grader Brianna DelValle,
who was one of the
many students donating
her time after school to
help count donated

money, put it in her
own perspective.

“I think it’s really
important for people to
realize that many
people are less fortunate
than the rest of us, and
that the least we can do
is donate a few cents
towards a good cause.”
she said.

The fund-raiser itself,

from which all proceeds
will go to the Pottsville
Eatery, began last year
as a method to help
provide food for shut-
ins, the elderly and the
less fortunate. It gave
them all a chance to
enjoy a home-cooked
holiday meal.

BY MIKE FOX

PAHS JUNIOR
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PASD Calendar
December
17 – PAHS Scholarship Bulletin to
Seniors
19 – PAHS Holiday Band Concert-
High School & Middle School Bands
24 - Jan 1 – Holiday Recess
January
1 – New Year’s Day
2 – All Schools Open
7 – Meeting for parents of 8th grade
students A-K entering PAHS
8 – Meeting for parents of 8th grade
students L-Z entering PAHS
9 – Meeting for parents of
accelerated 8th grade students

entering PAHS
16 – First Semester Ends
22 – Report Card Distribution All
Schools
February
15 – Teachers’ In Service Day, No
School for Students
18 – Presidents’ Day, All Schools
Closed
19 — Mid-Point Third Marking Period
March
7 – PAHS Parent/Teacher
Conferences
11-14 — JSC Kindergarten
Registration

Many students put in
extra hours after school
to stay and help count
the money. The most
important aspect that
obviously has influ-
enced the kids involved
was not, in fact, the
amount of money raised,
but the lessons learned
in dealing with the
needy.

“I wasn’t born to
poverty, so I don’t know
how it feels. I do know
one thing, though. I am
not one to not give
money to the needy,”
eighth grader Steven
Kheloussi said.

Through this example
of generosity came a
heartwarming feeling
that was mutual
throughout all the
accelerated students and
faculty involved.

Eighth grader Mike Furr
explained, “Dollars For
Dinner is without a doubt
a great program sup-
ported by our school.  It
fills your heart with pride
to do such a beneficial
deed.”

And a beneficial deed
is exactly what the
program was. The project
was a success with this
year’s final total of
$884.09 raised for the
needy.

Project adviser and
D.H.H. Lengel French
teacher Miss Catherine L.
Heim said, “These
students are well-
motivated, caring
individuals. We hope to
encourage compassion
and community involve-
ment in our students, and
these kids, the leaders of
tomorrow, already have
these qualities.”

(Continued from page 6)
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COUNTING IT OUT – Adding up the many donations
received during the Dollars for Dinner project, eighth
grader Brianna DelValle tallies the funds raised for the
community service project.

right into the job field after
graduation,” Brennan said.

Senior Mark Messner is
also in the carpentry
curriculum. He is the son of
Jack and Agnes Messner. He
plans to continue his
education after high school
at the Thaddeus Stevens
Trade School.

The son of Kenneth and
Katherine Penkauski,
Anthony Penkauski is a
senior in the engineering
curriculum. He is a member
of the Schuylkillbotics
robotics team. His future
plans include attending Penn
State Schuylkill or a trade
school.

 Sean Reager is a senior in
the culinary arts curriculum

at the Frackville Campus. He
hopes to continue his
education at a culinary school
after high school. He is the
son of David and Deborah
Reager.

Senior Russell Sabaday is
the son of Paul and Ann
Sabaday. He is in the
residential/industrial
electricity curriculum. He
plans to go right into his job
field after high school.

Christina Brower is the only
junior from PAHS to be
accepted into the NVTHS. She
is the daughter of William and
Tammy Brower and is enrolled
in the health careers
curriculum at the Frackville
Campus.

“I plan to go on to a
nursing school after high
school,” she said.

For application or information call

621-2021
Evening Classes

Most Courses Three or Six Hours
Rates $20 to $50

Half Price Age 65 or older

POTTSVILLE AREA
SCHOOL DISTRICT

COMMUNITY
COMPUTER COURSES

The Schuylkill Intermediate Unit
offers

GED Classes
Adult Diploma Program

English Classes
Call The Lifelong Learning Center at:

(570) 874-0137
or toll free at:1-888-945-1333

Dollars for dinner raised
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Author David Greenberg
conducts workshops at JSC

“S lugs! Bugs!”
        shouted the
delighted JSC students
as a very animated man
recited a few gross but
surprisingly entertain-
ing phrases. In between
the wonderfully disgust-
ing rhymes, the gleeful
man emitted such
inspirational words as
“Keep trying” and “Hard
work pays off.”

The man was
children`s author David
Greenberg. Greenberg is
well known among JSC
students for writing off-
the-wall poems such as
“Who do, who do, the
who do man” and
“Double Feature
Teacher.”

He has also written
larger works that were
compiled in book form.

“Slugs,” “Bugs” and
“Whatever Happened to
Humpty Dumpty?: And
Other Suprising Sequels
to Mother Goose
Rhymes” are a few.

Greenberg visited JSC
during the week of
October 15-19 and gave
presentations which
included readings of a
few of his poems. The
highly interactive
poetry lesson, con-
ducted by the Portland,
Oregon based author,
included an easy-to-
understand explanation
of the basic mechanics
of a poem.

Greenberg`s unique
and effective approach
to the 30 minute lesson
was warmly received by
both students and
teachers.

Kindergarten teacher
Mrs. Debbie Moran said,

“The kids loved it! We
(the teachers) liked it
because it stressed the
sounds that words
make, and rhyming.”

On October 16,
Greenberg also held a
presentation for the
parents of JSC students.
The hour long program
included activities for
parents and their
children to do together.

One such activity was
to pick a family
member`s name and
write a poem using
alliteration and rhyme.
Greenberg gave several
examples before the
parents began their
task.

To further help his
“students,” Greenberg
walked around to each
family and checked on
their progress. His
enthusiasm and eager-

ness to help delighted
the JSC parents. In
describing the presenta-
tion, JSC mother Mrs.
Jen Hower said, “It was
very spunky.”

One of David
Greenberg`s most
resonant points of the

program was, “The most
important part of
education is parental
support.”

The truth of this
sentiment was apparent
to anyone in attendance
at his parent-student
seminar.

BY DANIELLE WARD
BY  PAHS SENIOR

SOUNDS LIKE — Childrens’ author David Greenberg
teaches JSC students how to use alliteration.

PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIDSON
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