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TideLines PASD receives new technology

2 8 Lengel students win
Make A Difference
Day contest

    BY BRIDGET FREILER

BY    PAHS SENIOR

4 School Board
president ends
service 6 AP classes

enhance
learning

Many new technol-
  ogy items have

been added throughout
the school district for
the 2003-2004 school
year to help students
with their schoolwork
and aid in their learning
experience.

“The district’s goal is
to increase student and
faculty accessibility to
technology,” Technology
Director Mrs. Dianne
Dougherty said.

The new technology is
being utilized through-
out the three schools in
the district.

A mobile laptop lab,
which contains 30
Pentium 4 laptop
computers, was bought
for the high school.

“The laptops have
integrated wireless
adapters that, via an
access point, connects
to the district’s net-
work. This configuration
allows students to access
network resources, use
curriculum-related
software and connect to
the Internet from all
classrooms throughout
the high school,”
Dougherty said.

In addition, one of
the computer labs in the
high school received an
upgrade on its 25
computers from Pentium
to Pentium 3.

 The update will give
students the ability to
utilize the newest and
most up-to-date
editions of Microsoft
Office software.

A new MAC server was
purchased for the
Publications Room in
the high school.

The new server has a
larger storage capacity
to hold all of the
information for the five
different publications.

“The new server
expands the possibilities
that we have as publica-
tions students. We are

now able to store more
information and process
it more quickly,” senior
Mike Rajchel said.

Also new at the high
school starting this year
is the IT Essentials
course, in which pupils
learn the functions of
the hardware and
software components,
and they are also taught
about maintenance and
safety issues concerning
the equipment.

“Through hands-on
activities and labs,
students learn how to
assemble and configure

a computer, install
operating systems and
software, and trouble-
shoot hardware and
software problems,”
Dougherty said.

The district paid for
15 Pentium 4 computers
that were installed in a
computer lab in the
middle school.

The computers are
being used to reinforce
math concepts for
students in grades five
and seven.

Other computers that
were already in the
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HIGH TECH — During Creative Writing class, PAHS junior Tracy Byrne types a
composition on one of 30 new laptops PASD purchased at the beginning of this
school year. The new computers can be transported from room to room, giving
each student the ability to have their own individual hands-on technological
experience.

 continued on page 3

JSC first
graders write
to soldier

• Schuylkill County
Band participants
chosen

The following
musicians have been
chosen to participate
in the annual
Schuylkill County
Band Festival: seniors
Katie Durkin, Ryan
Feeney, Bridget
Freiler, Stephen
Moyer, Andrew Smink
and Stephanie
Wallace; juniors Ami
Bensinger, Samantha
Blum, Dana DiRenzo,
Janna Evans, Kayla
Fehr, Scotty Fellows,
Julie Harahush and
Amy McKenzie;
sophomores Jen
Hardock, Michael
Reier and Nicole
Seward; freshmen
Angela Cairns, Megan
Freiler, Ben
Schuettler, Greg
Schuettler and Mike
Tellep.

The concert will be
held April 3 at
Mahanoy Area High
School.

• Choir members
selected for County
Chorus festival

The 2003-2004
County Chorus
Festival will be held
at Tamaqua High
School. The following
students have been
chosen to

continued on page 7
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JSC first grade classes write to U.S.
soldier stationed in Afghanistan
BY KYLE BEVAN

    PAHS SOPHOMORE

The first graders at
John S. Clarke

Elementary School are
as close to the ongoing
military efforts in
Afghanistan as possible.

The classes of Mrs.
Regina Freiler and Mrs.
Bev Dillow, in an effort
to provide “a sense of
what our country is
about,” and to help the
first graders “realize the
importance of serving
our country,” are taking
an active role in helping
local soldiers know their
military  efforts are
appreciated.

They are going about
this by writing letters to
a local hero, Kyle
Beveridge, who is
currently serving in
Afghanistan. Kyle is the
son of Mrs. Sue
Beveridge, a gym
teacher at the John S.
Clarke Elementary
School, and Mr. Tom
Beveridge, a former Vice
Principal at JSC.

The Pottsville native
is a United States Army
sergeant in the A
Company, 4th Battalion,
31st Infantry Regiment,
and he is serving in the
10th Mountain Division
at Fort Drum in New
York.

He graduated from
PAHS in 1996 and
participated in extracur-
ricular activities
including water polo
and wrestling.

He is unaware that
the first grade students
wrote the letters to him,
but everyone involved
hope they arrive before

Christmas.
The letters are a part

of the KidWriting
program instituted by
John S. Clarke teachers
this year. KidWriting
was designed to
improve young
children’s writing
abilities by providing
them with fun and
exciting topics.

The program focuses
on making writing an
everyday activity, which
aids in building stu-
dents’ writing profi-
ciency.

Although the teach-
ers conducted a similar
project last year, this is
the first time letters
have been done with
current first grade
students, and it’s also
the first time the
teachers have known
who would receive the
letters.

Freiler wanted to give
Beveridge a few greet-
ings from home.

 “The students wrote
the letters to let him
know we’re thinking of
him,” she said.

“We just decided to
get together because
the children needed to
learn how to write
letters. We figured
they’d be excited
because they’d be
writing to Mrs.
Beveridge’s son instead
of someone they don’t
know. It’s not the only
thing we did to raise
awareness of our
military; we also had
some Veterans’ Day
activities planned for
the kids,” Freiler said.

Dillow thinks the
project was beneficial

for the first graders
because it helped them
learn about their own
families, in addition to
enhancing their writing
skills.

“They’re very excited
because it makes them
think more about their
family members who are
or were in the service.
Then they end up telling
their parents what
they’re doing in class,
and their parents tell
them stories about their
family history. It’s a
great bonding experi-
ence,” Dillow said.

The project took place
appropriately close to
Veterans’ Day.

“We were learning
about Veterans’ Day and
what a veteran is. The
kids were thrilled to be
writing to a real soldier,”
Dillow said.

First grader Angel
Spotts felt that the
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SUPPORTING THE TROOPS — Students from Mrs. Regina Freiler ’s class display
the letters they wrote to Mr. Kyle Beveridge, a member of the United States military
who is currently stationed in Afghanistan. Each student wrote their own individual
letter to him as part of the KidWriting program. The teachers involved, Mrs. Freiler
and Mrs. Bev Dillow, hope that Beveridge will receive his greeting before Christmas.

experience gave her
more of an interest in
writing.

“It’s fun to write,”
she said.

Most of the letters
express interest in
Beveridge’s current
condition and offer
wishes for luck and
prosperity.

While being encourag-
ing, they also show the
children’s infatuation
with tanks and jets, and
they provide a piece or
two of personal informa-
tion.

In his letter, William
Laundry wrote, “Dear
Kyle, how are you doing
in the Army? If you are
brave you might get a
badge. They will let you
drive the army tank.
Then if you get another
badge, you will get to
fly the airplane. I’m in
first grade and I look at
army books. Your friend,

William Laundry.”
Mrs. Beveridge is

quite pleased with the
first graders’ efforts.

“I thought it was
awesome. There wasn’t a
time when I walked into
school and someone
didn’t ask ‘how’s your
son?’” Beveridge said.

She has an optimistic
outlook as to how Kyle
will react to the letters.

“He would be thrilled
because he loves kids,
and also because he,
too, went to this
school,” Beveridge said.

Kyle Beveridge
worked in providing
security for the training
of Afghan soldiers and
participated in opera-
tions in Kabul, Afghani-
stan. He was also a part
of regular village
patrols.

 No more information
could be provided about
his current operations.
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Dear Members of the Community,

PAHS graduates continue to succeed and excel

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Very sincerely,

Technological updates at PASD
continued from page 1

school also received an
upgrade in their systems
from Pentium to
Pentium 3, something
that Dougherty feels
will be a big help.

“The upgrade allows
students to learn
keyboarding skills,
create Word and Excel
spreadsheet documents
and also create Power
Point presentations. As
a result, students are
better prepared to enter
the high school level,”
Dougherty said.

Another technological
addition in the middle
school were three
Pentium 2 computers
that were installed for

the Science Department
to use with their digital
microscopes.

And, similar to the
high school, the middle
school received a mobile
computer lab that
contains 30 Pentium 3
laptop computers.

PAHS students liked
using the new comput-
ers.

“The new laptops are
a great way to get your
work done,” junior Ben
Pope said. “They are
convenient because you
don’t have to leave the
classroom to do com-
puter work.”

The elementary school
had several computers
in kindergarten class-

rooms replaced with
Pentium computers.

Five machines were
put in each kindergar-
ten classroom, totaling
50 computers.

Software was also
installed in the special
education, kindergarten,
first and second grade
classrooms.

The software pro-
grams were designed to
enhance the new
reading textbook series
in the school.

The school district
paid $100,597 for the
new technology as a
part of the technology
department’s budget,
and it seems to have
been worth the cost.

“The reaction to the
new technology has
been positive. I believe
students have adapted
well to it,” Dougherty
said.

She added that
technology has plays a
vital role in a making
the learning process
successful for today’s
students.

“We recognize that
technology must be
viewed as a common,
accessible tool that will
enhance the students’
method to effectively
access, organize,
interpret and apply
information in all
curricular areas,” she
said.

”

“The reaction to
the new

technology has
been positive. I

believe the
students have
adapted well to

it.

MRS. DIANNE

DOUGHERTY

TECHNOLOGY

DIRECTOR

I feel very fortunate that my position as superintendent
affords me the unique opportunity to see education in action
in each of our three school district facilities almost every day.
With the wide range of ages of our students, I observe every-
thing from show-and-tell times to chemistry experiments on
any given day. What I see, no matter what the level, is the
process of education.

It is not uncommon nowadays to read in a newspaper or
hear on the news about the sorry state of education in the
United States. Very frequently I listen with amazement of the
results of a new study that reveals that education is once
again the villain in our society.

Back in the 1950’s and 1960’s, only academically oriented
students would venture to risk their luck on the SATs. It was
primarily the children of college-educated parents who could
afford a college education for their children and it was only
they who participated in the SAT testing program.

Today, with financial aid being readily available to all
serious students, no matter what  their financial background,
more and more students are taking SATs. As a result, SAT
scores throughout the nation don’t appear to be as strong as
they once were. Because of the change in make-up of the
kinds of students who are being tested, frequently scores
today do not seem to measure up to what they were 30 years
ago.

However, in the Pottsville Area School District, we have
recently broken our own records with the number of students

who have scored exceptionally well on standardized tests. The
very rigorous program we offer in our schools prepares our
students to often be among the top 1% of students through-
out the country.

Our high school profile lists very prestigious schools as
those which recent Pottsville Area High School graduates
presently attend, compete and excel. Time and time again,
college students return to our school to acknowledge the
exceptional preparation they’ve received in our district. So
many of our students literally “test out” of university fresh-
man courses and advance to higher level courses because of
their strong backgrounds.

In our own community, local businesses seek out Pottsville
Area High School graduates for their entry level positions
because they are aware that our students who are not college-
bound are equally well prepared to enter the workforce.

Good things are happening in public education and particu-
larly in our own district. I see it daily, and I invite you to
visit us to see it also. I am proud of the kinds of students we
produce, and I am confident that we will continue to graduate
literate, competitive young men and women who will be
valuable contributors  to society.

With my best wishes for a happy, healthy and academically
productive New Year, I remain
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Holding a
position on the
school board
is a matter of

commitment. It
requires more

than just
attending one

or two
meetings per

month ...

”

“

MR. ROBERT

WACHTER

FORMER SCHOOL

BOARD PRESIDENT

Wachter
retires
from
PASD
Twenty-six
year member
reflects on
time spent
with school
and IU boards
JENNA SPINELLE

PAHS SENIOR PHOTO COURTESY OF POTTSVILLE REPUBLICAN & EVENING HERALD

FOND FAREWELL — At his final school board meeting as President, Mr. Robert
Wachter was congratulated by his fellow members, including board Vice President
Mr. Patrick Murphy and Mrs. Barbara J. Lord, who also completed her board service.Twenty-six years of

dedication.
That is how one could

most accurately sum up
the service that Mr.
Robert Wachter has
given to the Pottsville
Area School District
during his tenure as
both a school board
member and later as the
organization’s president.

Wachter joined the
school board in 1977
and became its
president in 1987.

Since then, he has
seen many changes
come to PASD.

“The school district
has become much more
technologically
advanced since I joined
the school board,” he
said.
 Another big change
during Wachter’s career
was the creation of the
John S. Clarke
Elementary Center. He
played a big part in the
planning of the
building.

“The purchase of the
Phillips Van Heusen site
to build the elementary
school was something
with which I was very

involved,” he said. “I
feel that it has added to
the growth of this area.”

Wachter was also a
principal member in
both the conception and
planning of Alumni
Field. He feels that the
facility has had a
positive impact on
PASD.

“It [Alumni Field] has
helped to expand our
extracurricular activities
in the school district,”
he said.

According to Wachter,
these successful
endeavors have come
about because of team
effort made by the nine
member board.

“One of my most
positive memories is of
the people that I served
with,” Wachter said.
“Everyone came in with
positive attitudes and
left their own individual
agendas behind. Because
of this, we have been
able to accomplish a
great deal of things.”

According to Wachter,
being a successful

member of the school
board  requires
dedication.

“Holding a position
on the school board is a
matter of commitment,”
he said. “It requires
more than just
attending one or two
meetings per month.
Board members are also
required to attend
functions such as band
and choir concerts and
the National Honor
Society induction.”

He feels that he has
fulfilled this part of his
position.

“I think that I have
been very involved,” he
said. “I have attended
just as many, if not
more events than many
of my peers.”

In addition to being
actively involved on the
school board, Wachter
also served on the
Schuylkill Intermediate
Unit 29 Board of
Directors. He has held
this position for the
past 22 years.

In 1986, one year

prior to becoming school
board president, he was
named president of the
IU Board.

Much like his time on
the school board,
Wachter also noticed
significant changes to
special education during
his service with the
Intermediate Unit.

“We’ve seen a lot of
growth and change in
special education,” he
said. “There are so many
children with different
needs who receive
special education.”

Although Wachter is
retiring from the school
board and the IU board,
he will by no means get
to spend the rest of his
days relaxing.

Instead, he will
maintain his full time
job as the Chief
Executive Officer of AAA
in Schuylkill County.

“I look forward to
having a little more free
time,” he said. “But I’m
sure that my wife will
find plenty of other jobs
for me to do.”
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PHOTO BY LINDSAY RUNKLE

PIECES OF THE PAST — As part of the “Veterans”
project, students brought in war memorabilia from their
family members. Items brought in included a gas mask,
American flags, medals and photos of combat
veterans.

PHOTO BY LINDSAY RUNKLE

VETERAN PRIDE — Fifth grade student participants stand in front of the “Wall of
Veterans” they created on the Lengel second floor hallway. Each brick on the wall
behind them represented the name of a different veteran who was related to one of
the fifth grade students.

I believe that it
[the project]
gave them

more
knowledge of
their history.

They got to see
that their

family
members

actually had an
impact on

history.

”

“

MRS. VIRGINIA

ZIMMERMAN

LENGEL FIFTH

GRADE TEACHER

JENNA SPINELLE &
LINDSAY RUNKLE

PAHS SENIOR & JUNIOR

With a war cur-
rently underway

in Iraq, Veterans’ Day
took on a special
significance this year.

Around the country,
students took time out
of their day to honor
and remember both
those currently serving
and those who have lost
their lives in battle over
the years.

One such celebration
took place at D.H.H.
Lengel. Under the
direction of teachers
Mrs. Virginia
Zimmerman and Mrs.
Marilou Hoppe, fifth
grade students were
asked to do research
about all of the veterans
in their family and
compile a list to be
brought into class and
put up on their ‘Wall.’

“Students were
encouraged to reach as

far into the past as
possible for the project,”
Mrs. Zimmerman said.

Those names were
then taken and put onto
bulletin boards lining
the fifth grade hallway.
The project became
known as the “Wall of
Veterans.”

Although the project
has been done in the
past, it took on a new
meaning for the classes
this year.

“We like to recognize
the veterans who have
family members in our
classes,” Mrs. Zimmer-
man said.” I also like to
have the kids involved
in something where
they learn about their
history so that they can
have more respect for
it.”

In addition to the list
of names, the wall also
contained pieces of war
memorabilia.

“Some of the children
also brought in items

from home for the wall.
These things included
medals, plaques and
even actual war equip-
ment,” Mrs. Zimmerman
said.

One of the project’s
participants, Ray Silcox,
brought in pictures for
the display.

“I got to share with
my classmates what my
family did for this
country and I also got
to show them some
pictures as well,” he
said.

The students had a
positive reaction to the
project.

“I liked doing the
project because I got to
learn about the history
of my family and what
they did for everyone
today,” Chelsea Hahn
said.

Some participants
were surprised by the
things they found out
about their family’s
military history.

“I did not know that I
actually have a very
long list of family
members who were
veterans,” Zach Gilbert
said. “I am glad to know
that they fought to save
the country.”

Overall, the teachers
felt that the project
broadened their pupils’
horizons and opened
their eyes to their
family’s military service
history.

“I believe that it [the
project] gave them more
knowledge of their
personal history. They
got to see that their
family members actually
had an impact on
history,” Mrs.
Zimmerman said.

Mrs. Hoppe echoed
her partner’s feelings
about the “Wall.”

“The project gave the
children an awareness
what veterans have
done and will continue
to do for us,” she said.

Lengel students create ‘Wall of Veterans’
Project promotes awareness of family history
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“
“

RYAN PILCONIS

PAHS JUNIOR

I take AP
courses

primarily for
the challenge

they pose. The
difference

between an AP
course and
any other
course is

definitely the
work load ...

AP Classes
enhance pupils’
learning experience

PHOTO BY MIKE RAJCHEL

BY STEVE KHELOUSSI

PAHS SOPHOMORE

LONG DISTANCE SIPPING — Senior Tanner DelValle
drinks water out of a glass through a straw assembled
by the AP Physics class to learn what happens when
the laws of pressure and density of fluids are applied.
AP Physics labs allow students to also work with other
principles of physics. Through hands-on  labs, science
classes were able to apply their learning to real life
situations. Other science classes employed similar
techniques to enhance the learning process.

Advanced Placement
 classes are a way

for students to challenge
their academic ability
while learning new
things.

AP courses are classes
that follow guidelines
set forth by the College
Board.

Toward the end of the
school year, students
take an AP examination
for each AP course they
took during the year.

The tests are scored
on a scale from one to
five, with one being the
lowest score and five
being the highest. Based
on their scores, students
can obtain college
credits.

AP courses offered by
PAHS include Language
and Composition,
Literature and Composi-
tion, Biology, Chemistry,
Physics, Calculus AB,
Calculus BC, Studio Art,
United States History
and World History.

The newest AP course
at PAHS is AP World
History. The class is
taught by Mrs. Tiffany
Reedy, who is new to the
AP process. She is
pleased with her
students’ performance
this year.

“It is very time-
consuming yet rewarding
because the students in
my class are extremely
motivated. They chose
to be in the course and
they want to receive a
high score on the AP

examination at the end
of the year,” Mrs.
Reedy said.

There is much work
that goes into being
prepared for an AP
course. According to
those who are taking or
have taken AP classes,
there are only a few
ways to get an A in AP
classes.

“Getting an A in an
AP class is really a
combination of prepa-
ration, hard work and
pure luck. For instance,
on a test, sometimes I
get answers correct
because I studied hard
and sometimes I get
answers right because I
made a really lucky
guess. Throughout this
marking period, I also
had to pull quite a few
all-nighters to com-
plete projects, essays
and other things,”
junior Katie Boran said.

Other students agree
that AP classes are not
easy, but the challenge
is the reason they take
courses.

“I take AP courses
primarily for the
challenge they pose.
The difference between
an AP course and any
other course is defi-
nitely the work load.
Time management is
the challenge here,
because you need to
read and study every
night,” junior Ryan
Pilconis said.

PAHS faculty mem-
bers feel that students
enrolled in AP classes
should be prepared for

a challenge.
“The type of stu-

dents that take AP
classes are the type of
students who are very
ambitious and not
afraid of work.  They
cannot be afraid of a
challenge and they
have to love to learn
new things,” Mrs. Mary
Ellen Setlock, Director
of Guidance, said.

The teachers prepare
to teach the class just
as much as the
students prepare for

the AP test at the end of
the year.

“Teachers have to go
through training to teach
their classes. They go
through a one to two
week training course.
During this time they find
out what’s expected from
them and what is in the
course. If this isn’t their
first year, they go to the
course just to keep up and
see if there is anything
new that the students are
expected to learn,” Mrs.
Setlock said.
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TideLines
(continued from page 1)

 • Bridget Freiler
PAHS Senior

   Editor-in-Chief
• Jenna Spinelle

PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief

Wavelengths
Staff

PASD Calendar
December
24-4 — Winter Recess -
all schools closed
January
5— All schools open
12-13 —Meeting for
parents of 8th grade
students entering PAHS
in 9th grade
14 — Meeting for parents

• John S. Clarke
   Elementary

School:
621- 2947

• D.H.H. Lengel
   Middle School:

621-2924
• Pottsville Area
   High School:

621-2962
• Academic Center:

621-2900

PASD
Phone Numbers

1 2

3

of 8th grade accelerated
students entering PAHS
in 9th grade
15 — Second semester
begins
15-17 — District
Orchestra
19 — Martin Luther
King’s Birthday/Teachers’
In Service Day

20 — Report Card
Distribution All Schools
29-31 — District Chorus
February
1 — PAHS Prom
Fashion Show
10 — National Math Test
12-14 — District Band
16 — Presidents’ Day -
All Schools Closed

participate: seniors
James Humphrey,
Sarah Lambert and
Lori Mazloom;
juniors Lisa Coté,
Janna Evans, Alina
Gayeuski and
Heather Pavelko;
sophomores Nicole
Davis and Angela
Riotto and freshmen
Andrew Bensinger,
Melinda Hoopes,
John Jones and
Karen Ward.
• Local doctor
donates
defibrillator to
PAHS clinic

Dr. Muhammad
Munir, a physician
with Pottsville
Internists
Associates, Inc.,
recently donated a
defibrillator to the

PAHS Athletic
Department.

The machine came
from the Med-Tronics
company and is
available for use in case
of emergency at all
home sporting events.

“The defibrillator is a
good thing to have at
games in case either the
athletes or the fans
would need to use it,”
Mrs. Janine Tobash,
PAHS school nurse, said.

Munir initially
approached the school
about donating the
machine because he
wanted to do something
to help out.

“Dr. Munir asked if
there was anything he
could do to help and we
told him that we
needed another
defibrillator for the
Athletic Department,”

Mrs. Tobash said.

• Scholarship deadlines
approaching

The following
scholarships are due in
the Guidance Office::

Big 33 Scholarship
January 23, 2004

Waste Management
Scholarship
January 23, 2004

PSECU Scholarship
February 13, 2004

Pennsylvania Burglar
and Fire Alarm
Association
Scholarship
February 20, 2004

National Technical Honor Society inductions held
JENNA SPINELLE

PAHS SENIOR

For the four PAHS
students inducted

into the National
Technical Honor
Society, December 3
was a special day.
Their families, friends
and peers watched
them reap the
benefits of four years
of academic achieve-
ment.

This year, the four
inductees were:
seniors Cindy Rebuck,
Steve Schneider,
Stephen Smith and
Derek Stephens.

The induction
ceremony was held at
the Schuylkill
Technology Center
South Campus in

Derek Stephens
• Son of Sandra and
James Koch
• Curriculum: Carpen-
try
• Future Plans: attend
Pennsylvania College of
Technology and major
in Carpentry

Marlin.
The organization

started over a decade
ago.

“Thirteen years ago, I
inquired about starting
a National Technical
Honor Society at our
school,” NTHS adviser
Mr. George Zwiebel said.
“When I contacted the
headquarters, they
informed about me
contacting  the Carbon
County Vocational
Technical School, who
agreed to sponsor us.”

Much like the
National Honor Society
at PAHS, the NTHS
requires that its
members meet several
academic and personal
qualifications.

The Constitution of

the Schuylkill County
Chapter of the organiza-
tion states that members
must possess the
qualities of character,
leadership and service.

They must also be
member of the junior or
senior class who has
maintained a technical
scholastic average of 3.8
and an overall academic
average of 3.0.

A final requirement is
for each prospective
member to receive
letters of recommenda-
tion from their technical
subject area instructor,
technical math instruc-
tor, a home school
administrator, home
school guidance counse-
lor and a community
leader.

Steven
Schneider
• Son of
Rosemarie
and Dave
Schneider

• Curriculum: Carpen-
try
• Future Plans: attend
Pennsylvania College of
Technology and major in
Carpentry

Cindy
Rebuck
• Daugh-
ter of
Rodger
and Clare

Rebuck
• Curriculum: Culinary
Arts
• Plans after high
school: Undecided

Stephen Smith
• Son of Richard and
Beth Smith
• Curriculum: Carpen-
try
•Future Plans: join a
branch of the military
and attend post-
secondary school
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Murals make a difference in Lengel cafeteria
BY BRIANNA DELVALLE  &
TYLER TASSONE
PAHS SOPHOMORES

Thanks to the hard
work of a few D.H.H

Lengel students, what
was a room covered by
bare windows became a
space covered in
colorful murals and
posters.

Lengel students
worked both during and
after school painting
pictures on their
school’s cafeteria
windows for Make a
Difference Day.

Pupils in the enrich-
ment program from the
middle school were
asked to select a project
for Make A Difference
Day. Along with the
help of their school’s
librarian, Mrs. Joan
Koslosky, and the
teacher of the enrich-
ment program, Ms.
Cathy Heim, the

students decided to
paint murals on the
cafeteria’s windows to
demonstrate diversity.

Mrs. JoAnne Doyle,
one of the school’s art
teachers, also helped
the pupils and guided
them throughout the
process.

“Each grade had their
own window that they
could use for their
project,” Ms.Heim said.
“For close to four weeks
students worked
tirelessly trying to
finish their pictures
before the deadline.”

Upon completing the
murals, the youngsters
traveled to the Fairlane
Village Mall to display
their projects. They
made posters to adver-
tise their topic of
“Appreciating Diversity”
and handed them out to
shoppers in the mall.

The kids also had the

idea to set up a contest
and select the top three
winners from each
grade, along with the
overall Best of Show.
They advertised for the
contest over the school’s
morning announcements
and put up flyers in the
halls.

The entries were
judged based on three
criteria: artistic ability,
creativity and how well
the message was
expressed.

The winners were
chosen by members of
the middle school
faculty. The contest also
had cash prizes spon-
sored by the school
district for each of the
winners.

Seventh grader
Mellissa Tubosnick’s
work was chosen as the
overall Best of Show.

According the
project’s advisers, it was

more than just a way
brighten the cafeteria.

“The idea was to
enlighten students and
to show them the
importance of tolerance
and acceptance,” Mrs.
Koslosky said.
 Faculty members and
parents had a positive
reaction to the
project.

“The paintings on the
window were a nice sight
to see for parents and
other visitors who had
stopped by the school,”
Mrs. Koslosky said.
“Teachers in the school
supported the project
and thought that it was
a good idea to teach
students and to beautify
the school.”

MEANINGFUL MURALS — Lengel students sit in front
of the pictures they drew for Make A Difference Day.
The drawings were later transported to the Fairlane
Village Mall.
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