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Firefi ghter, police 
offi cer, chef, state 

senator, superintendent, 
magician, nature expert. 
These were just a few 
of the presenters for a 
unique after school pro-
gram being conducted 
at the John S. Clarke 
Elementary Center.
 After School All Stars 
provided supplemental 

educational opportunities 
for students. 
 According to JSC 
facilitator, Mrs. Donna Al-
bert, the program’s focus 
is to build and strengthen 
the social and emo-
tional skills of elementary 
school students through 
a fun and creative, but 
structured activity time. 
 This unusual educa-
tional activity is spon-
sored by the Child Devel-
opment Center through a 

grant program.
 The program was held 
from 3:15 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
for two separate groups 
running from October 
5 through December 8. 
Forty students attended. 
 The fi rst session was a 
presentation in recogni-
tion of Fire Prevention 
Week by guest Mr. Bill 
Zierle. Mrs. Doris Kauff-
man spoke about student 
safety during School Bus 
Safety Week. 

All Stars offers unique after school activities
By: Alyssa Murphy &                
      Sami Wertz 

PAHS Juniors

 Mrs. Lisa Eckley 
demonstrated how to 
make a healthy sandwich 
for National Sandwich 
Day.  The following week, 
Mr. Scott Sullivan did 
a magic show for the 
youngsters. Porcupine 
Pat volunteered his time 
with the students by 
teaching them Indian 
Sign Language Novem-
ber 21 and 22. 
 Students also enjoyed 
a visit from Senator Jim 
Rhoades. The senator, 
along with Superindent 
Dr. James T. Gallagher,  
read to a class during 
National Education Week. 
 “I love doing this kind 
of thing because kids are 
the future and I like to 
be able to help encour-
age them and give them 
every opportunity pos-
sible,” Senator Rhoades 
said.

(Continued on page 3)

STAR TREATMENT — With Halloween just around the 
corner, senior Stacey Hostetter festively paints Gabrielle 
Kline’s  face during the After School All Stars program 
sponsored by Child Development. The high school Drama 
Club members provided a variety of interactive storytell-
ing and Halloween acting games. Another After School 
All Stars presenter, magician Scott Sullivan, volunteered 
his time with the elementary pupils when he presented 
a magic show. Starr Geisinger tries her hand at a magic 
trick while Mrs. Donna Albert, the JSC facilitator for the 
program, watches intently.

PHOTOS BY JOCELYN BLUM AND NINA PATTON

Musical Honors
The following PAHS band 
members were selected for the 
Schuylkill County Band Festival: 
seniors — Brianna DelValle, 
Dustin Ford, Jennifer Hardock, 
Michael Reier, Nicole Seward; 
juniors — Angela Cairns, 
Jessica Fehr, Megan Freiler, 
Benjamin Schuettler, Gregory 
Schuettler, Renee Stinnett, 
Michael Tellep; sophomores 
— Jocelyn Blum, Alanna Dur-
kin, John Flanigan, Lawrence 
Major, Frank Muscara, Mark 
O’Reilly, Christian Newton, 
Kaitlyn Sippel, Joseph Womer, 
Kate Zimmerman; freshmen 
— Molly Boran, Rebecca 
Derbes, Arielle Fisher, Michael 
Fries, Miranda Hahner, John 
Kline, Gina Mazzuca, Lisa Reier. 
They will perform in concert at 
Pine Grove H.S. March 11.
 The Schuylkill County Choral  
Festival will feature these PAHS 
vocalists: seniors  — Nicole Da-
vis, Kayla Stinnett; juniors — 
Mindy Hoopes, Kaia Schroding, 
Andrew Bensinger, Nina Patton, 
Thomas Guastavino, Sarah 
Pavlick, Renee Stinnett, Karen 
Ward; sophomores — Thomas 
Aurigemma, Dominic Mac-
carone, Amanda Markovich, 
Mark O’Reilly, Samantha Wood, 
Kate Zimmerman; freshmen 
— Matt Buchanan, Jesselyn 
Heaps, Gloria Keyes, Lisa Reier, 
Nick Cappel.
 The festival concert will be 
at Tri Valley H.S. February 25.

Top Journalists
Fourteen Pottsville Area High 
School journalists were in-
ducted into the Quill and Scroll 
International Journalism Honor 
Society. 
 These students were rec-
ognized for outstanding work 
in scholastic journalism and 
academic achievement.
 The new members include: 
Hannah Rittle, Kate Zimmer-
man, Alexandra Raring, Katie 
Zwiebel, Amanda Markovich, 
Ashley-Beth Martin, Desiree 
Kosmisky, Nina Patton, Joseph 
Kurtek, Jocelyn Blum, Alyssa 
Murphy, Mark O’Reilly, Thomas 
Guastavino, Jonathan Shaffer.

Good behavior 
initiative rewards 
‘Super Students’

Top PAHS scholars 
gain NHS academic 
recognition

Santa’s sixth 
grade helpers aid 
reindeer in holiday 
letter writing

History honors 
class brings the 
past to the present 
for students 
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RING TOSS — Handing off rings 
to an elementary student, Alyssa 
Egan volunteers at JSC. High school 
Key Club members helped reward 
youngsters who did not recieve any 
demerits during the fi rst quarter. The 
program will become a staple in the 
school’s schedule to help promote 
good behavior.

PHOTO BY BRITTANY BRENNER

Once a grading pe-
riod, the Key Club 

visited John S. Clarke 
Elementary Center after 
school to reward those 
students who did not 
receive a single demerit. 
This was part of the in-
novative “Super Student” 
program.
 At the October Key 
Club meeting, held under 
the supervision of club 
adviser Mrs. Mary Lipton 
and Kiwanis member 
Mr. William Zimmerman, 
the line to sign up for 
the activity was long and 
the openings were going 
quickly.
 “I think that this activ-
ity was one of the most 
successful that the Key 
Club has participated in. 
The entire club wanted 
to help out, and I know 
everybody looks forward 
to their day to help out,” 

all learning 
except recess 
and this gives 
people time 
to have fun. It 
is rewarding,” 
fourth grader 
Tristyn McK-
eown said.   
 One day 
a week was 
designated for 
each grade of 
JSC.  A group 
of 10 Key 
Club members 
arranged fi ve 
stations in the 
cafeteria, ranging from 
a ring toss to hula hoop.  
The children spent 10 
minutes at each station 
as a class, and rotated 
through each activity.    
 “I liked the egg race.  
You had to get there as 
fast as you could without 
dropping the egg.  I got to 
be a ‘Super Student’ be-
cause I was respectful to 
others and my teacher,” 
Morgan Alisauckas said.
  “I liked playing the 
games and being with 
my friends.  Puzzles, ring 
toss, bookmarks and the 
egg and spoon relay were 
fun,” Gabrielle Direnzo 
said. 
 Key Club members 
were dismissed from the 
high school at 1 p.m. to 

set up for the ‘Super Stu-
dent’ stations, but most 
believed it to be time well 
spent. 
 “I missed my last two 
classes of the day so I 
could devote my time 
to the ‘Super Student’ 
activities at John S. 
Clarke but it was worth 
it to see just how thrilled 
the children were to be 
there.  The kids really 
were enthusiastic about 
playing the games with 
us and the teachers were 

Good behavior initiative rewards Super Students
By: Beth Cortese

PAHS Senior

appreciative that we were 
there to help,” junior 
Amanda Rennick said.
 “I like that they took 
time off of school to help 
us,” Tiffany Zerbe, a 
fourth grader, said.
 Although sitting still, 
not talking when the 
teacher is speaking and 
sharing with others were 
not easy tasks to ac-
complish, over 200 JSC 
pupils joined in the fun 
of “Super Student” each 
day.

junior Timothy Camise 
said. 
 Smiles could be seen 
on the faces of both the 
JSC and PAHS students 
and beach music could 
be heard blasting from 
the hot potato race area 
as the JSC cafeteria 
became jam-packed with 
students and teachers.
 “As the children fi led 
into the cafeteria, you 
could tell that they were 
ready to let loose after an 
entire grading period of 
being on their very best 
behavior,” sophomore 
Samantha Cody said.
 “I really enjoyed help-
ing out with ‘Super Stu-
dent’ because it gave me 
a chance to have some 
fun with kids who really 
deserved it.  It was obvi-
ous that the kids who 
participated were really 
enjoying themselves, and 
to know that made me 
feel good about myself,” 
senior Cory Brown said.    

 The 
purpose 
of “Super 
Student” 
was to en-
courage the 
elementary 
students 
to behave 
and to be 
praised 
for their 
achieve-
ments.
 “I will be-
have for the 
rest of the 
year, so that 
I can have 
fun. I never 
got one [a 
demerit.] I 
wouldn’t get 
to go if I did.  
It is impor-
tant to set 
an example.  
School is 
normally 

WORK THEN PLAY — Elementary students were 
encouraged to keep a clean disciplinary record, 
and their efforts were recognized and rewarded.  
Sophomore Josh Dinger and senior Nick Corson 
cheer on the youngsters as they take aim during a 
bean bag toss contest. 

PHOTO BY BRITTANY BRENNER

HOBY representative named

Sophomore 
Kate Zim-

merman was 
selected as the 
PAHS Hugh 
O’Brian Leader-
ship Congress 
Representative.
 Zimmerman, 

the daughter of William and Catherine 
Zimmerman of Pottsville, is a Tide 
Lines editor and a member of the Lines editor and a member of the Lines
marching, concert and Third Brigade 
bands, German, Key, Drama and 

Aletheia Clubs, varsity tennis, Youth 
Ambassadors and the concert choir. 
She plans to major in education at 
Penn State University, University Park 
campus.
 “Being selected for HOBY is a great 
honor. I hope that this program will al-
low me to further my leadership skills 
and help me to gain success in the 
future,” she said.
  Amanda Markovich, the daughter 
of Phillip and Patricia Markovich of 
Pottsville, was selected as the run-
ner-up.

KATE ZIMMERMAN
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Dear Members of the Community,
   

Dr. James T. GallagherDr. James T. Gallagher

STORY TIME 
— Senator Jim 
Rhoades reads 
a story to the All 
Star Students in 
honor of National 
Education Week. 
“Just give these 
kids all the help 
possible so that 
they know that 
their education 
will help them get 
where they want 
to go,” Senator 
Rhoades said. 

PHOTO BY NINA PATTON

they get into the high 
school,” Charles Porter, 
senior, said. 
 Adviser Mrs. Maria 
Malek explained the 
group’s desire to 
participate in the All 
Star program, “I feel 
it is important for the 
high school clubs to be 
involved with the younger 
students in our district, 
and the elementary 
center’s after school 
program gave us that 
opportunity.”
 The club split into three 
groups. The fi rst group 
told stories with every 
member acting a role 
in the tale. Traditional 
drama warmups, such 

All Star fun at JSC

 For one of their ses-
sions students in the 
All-Star program spent 
time with the Pottsville 
Area High School Drama 
Club volunteers October 
26 and 27. The elemen-
tary pupils were treated 
to stories and fun with 
the thespians. The teens 
painted students’ faces, 
played games and acted 
out timeless tales.
 “I thought that enter-
taining the elementary 
students was a fun expe-
rience. I think the kids re-
ally enjoyed the activities. 
I hope they learned a 
bit about drama and the 
club and may join it when 

(Continued from page 1)

as stretches and tongue 
twisters, were taught by 
the second group. To top 
it all off, seniors Stacey 
Hostetter and Danielle 
Sylvester painted faces. 
 “From what I saw, 
the children seemed to 
greatly enjoy themselves, 

and I did, too. I would 
defi nitely do this again,” 
junior Emily Akers said.
 When it came time to 
leave, the high school 
students left feeling satis-
fi ed with a good day’s 
work as children repeat-
edly attempted to perfect 

“Whether the Weather,” 
a special rhyme drama 
members use to prepare 
themselves for a perfor-
mance.
 The After School All 
Stars will continue in 
January with a new 10-
week session.

With the arrival of the winter season, the thoughts 
turn toward the possibility of having a “snow day.” 

It seems that at no other time of the year are students as 
interested in the weather forecast than during the winter 
season. The possibility of having school closed for the day 
brings a smile to the faces of all but a few students. How-
ever, closing school often creates numerous problems for 
parents who, despite the inclement weather, are expected 
to be at work. Arrangements must be made for baby-sit-
ting and providing lunch for children who will now be at 
home. With this in mind, the decision to cancel school is 
made as early as possible in order to provide time for the 
parents to make the necessary arrangements for the care 
of their children.
 As the majority of people know, forecasting the weather 
is an inexact science at best. Predictions of major snow-
storms that never materialized  can be recalled by all of us. 
It is because of this inexact science of forecasting weather 
conditions that the decision to cancel school will usually 
be made early in the morning rather than the night before. 
The condition of the streets and sidewalks not only in the 
City of Pottsville but also outlying areas where our buses 
must travel is reported to me by our transportation per-
sonnel. Should the decision be made in the early morning 
hours to cancel or delay school, the media will be notifi ed 
by 6:00 a.m. Students and parents are advised to listen 

to any of the Pottsville radio stations or to watch WBRE, 
WNEP or WYOU-TV for the announcement of a delay or 
cancellation. The Info-Connect Line will also be activated 
and advertised in the Pottsville Republican.
 Occasionally a snowstorm begins after the students 
have been safely  transported to school. Relying once 
again on the many forecasts provided to us, I will call an 
early dismissal only if I believe that waiting until the regular 
dismissal time will present a hazardous situation for the 
bus students and/or walkers. With this in mind, all parents 
should have alternate plans for their children who may be 
arriving home earlier than usual.
 Finally, students must be reminded by both teachers and 
parents to remain on the sidewalks and out of the paths of 
cars and buses during a snowstorm. Often in their joy of 
experiencing the fi rst snow of the season, they forget how 
dangerous it is to be a pedestrian.
 With the safety of the more than 3,000 Pottsville Area 
School District students as our fi rst priority, let us all re-
member to drive cautiously on or around the school district 
complex.

  Very truly yours,  Very truly yours,



Wavelengths6 DECEMBER 2005velengthsvelengths

 Students were also in-
quisitive about everyday 
life at the North Pole.  
 “I asked my reindeer 
what he did when it 
wasn’t Christmas time,”  
Haley Wetzel said.
 “I wrote to Rudolph 
and I asked him what 
his favorite game was 
and what it was that he 
did for fun,”  second 
grader Devon Sinkovich 
said.
 “I asked my reindeer 
who his friends were at 
the North Pole,”  Paige 
Fellows said.
 The project was 
uniquely educational as 
well.
 “Grammar can be 
challenging for a second 
grade student. Second 
graders have currently 
been learning about 
plurals, possessives and 
proper nouns. Having 
students write to Santa’s 
reindeer provided a high 

enthu-
siasm 
op-
portu-
nity to 
instruct 
and 
apply 
such 
gram-
matical 
con-
cepts,” 
Mrs. 
Patricia 
Mar-
kovich, 
second 
grade 
teach-
er, said.

 The youngsters’ com-
ments proved this.
 “I learned to indent 
while writing my rein-
deer letter. I also learned 
how to write a letter. I 
went home and wrote 

Tis the season children 
gaze out of the 

window and into the 
sky hoping to catch a 
glimpse of that miniature 
sleigh and eight tiny 
reindeer, nine counting 
Rudolph. With the large 
number of Christmas 
movies out it is only 
natural that children will 
have their own image 
of what it is like to be a 
reindeer. 
 Thanks to the creativ-
ity and initiative of fac-
ulty member Miss Carol 
Lewars, for over 10 years 
second grade students 
at the John S. Clarke 
Elementary School have 
been able to write a let-
ter to one of their favorite 
reindeer. 
 Miss Lewars began 
the project in order to 
give the youngsters a fun 

opportunity to practice 
their writing skills.
 The project’s success 
is refl ected in the partici-
pants’ comments.
 “I liked writing to the 
reindeer because I didn’t 
have to write to Santa, I  
got to write to a reindeer 
for a change,” Tanner 
Gerchak said.
 In the letters the chil-
dren were able to ask the 
reindeer any questions 
they had. 
 “I wrote to Cupid and 
asked how he stays warm 
at the North Pole,” Lilly 
Seiders said.
 The students asked the 
reindeer a wide range of 
questions. One pupil in 
particular was interested 
in how the reindeer got 
the strength to pull the 
sleigh.
  “I wrote to Blitzen and 
I asked him if he works 
out at the gym,”  Maria 
Fanelli said. 

a letter to my Grand-
mother, but didn’t get 
an answer yet,” second 
grader Julia Rismiller 
said.
 Many second grade 
students anxiously 
awaited their responses 
from the reindeer.
 “I am excited to get 
the letter back from 
the reindeer with the an-
swers to my questions,” 
Claudia Rittle said.
  Thanks to the rein-
deer, assisted by D.H.H. 
Lengel sixth graders, 
the students have been 
receiving return reindeer 
letters.  
 The project, headed 
by Lengel sixth grade 
teachers, enabled the 
middle school pupils to 
contact reindeer at the 
North Pole and to assist 
the reindeer in respond-
ing to the second grad-
ers’ letters. 
 According to sixth 
grade English teacher 
Miss Susan Runkle, ev-
ery sixth grade student 
is involved. Each year 
approximately 150 let-
ters are answered.
 “This project really 
generates excitement. 
Each year a few of my 
sixth graders will tell 

Santa’s sixth grade helpers aid 
reindeer in holiday letter writing
By: Amanda Markovich

PAHS Sophomore

me that they still have the 
letter their reindeer wrote to 
them,” Miss Runkle said.
 “The letters to the rein-
deer brought back really 
good memories from when 
I was in second grade,” 
Megan Powers said.
 Some sixth grade stu-
dents recalled what ques-
tions they had asked their 
reindeer.
 “I remember that I asked 
my reindeer if I was a good 
girl, what did they eat, 
and if he got nervous on 
Christmas,” Nicole Brack-
man said.
 Along with enjoyment, 
the letters included signifi -
cant educational benefi ts 
for the middle school pupils 
who participated in the 
project.
 “With the advent of the 
Internet, letter writing has 
become a dying art. This 
may encourage some stu-
dents to be letter writers,” 
Miss Runkle said.  
 “The best part of this 
project is imagining the 
look on their faces when 
the second graders read 
their letters from the rein-
deer,”  Brackman said.
 X BOX $360  — $400, a 
child’s holiday smile while 
reading a reindeer letter 
— priceless.

HOLIDAY HELPERS — Reindeer helper, Nicole Brackman, checks 
over a reindeer letter to a second grade student. For both grades, 
this project allowed the participants to get into the holiday spirit. 
As part of her sixth grade English class, Nicole assisted in an-
swering the second graders’ questions to the reindeer.

PHOTO BY JOCELYN BLUM

CHECKING IT TWICE —  Making sure the reindeer answered 
the child’s questions, sixth grader Allison Gudzinas does fi nal 
corrections on behalf of the reindeer in her letter to a second 
grader. The younger students waited in anticipation to receive 
responses to their letters. Sixth graders had fun assisting the 
reindeer and creating a holiday atmosphere.

PHOTO BY JOCELYN BLUM
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Samantha Wertz
• Daughter 
of: Lloyd 
and Joanne 
Wertz
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities: 

Varsity Tennis, Key Club, 
Marching and Concert 
Bands, Quiz Team, Peer 
Education, Wavelengths
EIC, Tide Lines EIC, Quill Tide Lines EIC, Quill Tide Lines EIC
and Scroll NHS
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college 
and major in Religious 
Studies.  

Megan Miller
• Daughter 
of: Judge 
Charles 
and Patricia 
MIller
• Extra-
curricular 

Activities: Varsity Swim-
ming, Varsity Water Polo, 
Spanish Club, Key Club, 
Enrichment, AI∆, Stu-
dent Council, Hi-S-Potts
Yearbook
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college 
and major in Pre-Law or 
Pre-Medicine.

Cody Milliman
• Son of: 
Michael and 
Cindy Milli-
man
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities: 

Key Club, Spanish Club, 
Varsity Football, Varsity 
Baseball
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college 
and major in science or 
Biochemistry.

Amanda Rennick
• Daughter 
of: Robert 
and Karen 
Rennick
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities: 

Varsity Soccer, Spanish 
Club, Key Club, AI∆, Stu-
dent Council, Hi-S-Potts
Yearbook
• Plans After High 

School: Attend college 
and major in Pharmacy.

Scholars become part of NHS
(Continued from page 5)

PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elementary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:  621-2962
• Academic Center: 621-2900

Timothy Camise
• Son of: 
Thomas and 
Sue Camise
• Extracur-
ricular Activi-
ties: Varsity 
Basketball, 

Varsity Soccer, Varsity 
Volleyball, SADD, Key 
Club, Spanish Club, 
Aletheia Club
• Plans After High School:
Attend college and major 
in Science.

Matthew Feeney
• Son of:
Charles and 
Nicki Feeney
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:
Varsity Foot-

ball, Varsity Track and 
Field, Key Club, Spanish 
Club
• Plans After High 
School: Attend Pitt, 
Lehigh University or PSU 
and major in Physical 
Therapy or Business.

Cory Fisher
• Son of: 
Neil and Pa-
mela Fisher
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:
Varsity 

Football, Varsity Bas-
ketball, Varsity Baseball, 
Leo Club, Spanish Club, 
Enrichment, SADD, Ale-
theia Club
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college 
and major in a Math-
related fi eld.

Juniors

Thomas 
Guastavino

• Son of: 
Dr. Thomas 
and Karen 
Guastavino
• Extracur-
ricular Ac-
tivities: Tide 

Lines Online EIC, Drama Online EIC, Drama Online
Club, Boy Scouts, Order 
of the Arrow, March-
ing, Concert and Stage 
Bands, Schuylkill Youth 
Symphony Orchestsra, 
UNICO Band, Concert 
Choir
• Plans after High School:
Attend college and major 
in Environmental Engi-
neering.

Bradley Hallick
• Son of:
Brian and 
Mary Ella 
Hallick
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities: 

Varsity Football, Varsity 
Track and Field, German 
Club, Key Club, SADD, 
Student Council
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college, 
play football and pursue 
a career in Law or Medi-
cine.

Valerie Hughes
• Daughter 
of: Monty 
Hughes and 
Gloriana 
Sanchez
• Extra-
curricular 

Activities: Hi-S-Potts
Yearbook, Spanish Club, 
Peer Education
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college 
and study Programming 
or Accounting.

PASD PASD P CalendarCalendarC
December
20 — PAHS Holiday 
Band Concert High 
School & Middle 
School Bands 
7:30 p.m.
20 — Deadline to 
Sign Up for 1/27 SAT
25-1 — Winter 
Recess. All Schools 
Closed

January
2  — All Schools 
Open
8  — Meeting for 
Parents of 8th Grade 
Students A-K En-
tering PAHS in 9th 
Grade 2007-08
9  — Meeting for 
Parents of 8th Grade 
Students L-Z Enter-
ing PAHS  in 9th 
Grade 2007-08

10 — Meeting for 
Parents of 8th 
Grade Accelerated 
Students Entering 
PAHS in 9th Grade 
2007-08
15  — Teachers’ 
In Service Day. No 
School For Students
16 — First Semester 
Ends (Tentative)
24  — Report Card 
Distribution All 
Schools

NHS Pledge

I pledge myself to 
uphold the high 
purpose of the 
National Honor 

Society to which I 
have been elected; 
I will be true to the 
principles for which 
it stands; Striving in 
every way by word 
and deed to make 

its high standards of 
scholarship, service, 

leadership and 
character the ideals of 

my school and
 of my life.

Wavelengths Staff
• Samantha Wertz
   PAHS Junior
   Editor-in-Chief
• Katie Zwiebel
   PAHS Sophomore
   Production 
   Editor-in-Chief



Wavelengths8 DECEMBER 2005velengthsvelengths

Non-Profi t Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 647

Pottsville, PA 17901

POTTSVILLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1501 West Laurel Boulevard
Pottsville, PA 17901

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
William J. Zimmerman, President
Patrick J. Murphy, Vice President
Scott Krater, Treasurer
Dr. William R. Davidson
Dr. Jack T. Dolbin
Peggy D. Jaeger
Peg Koury
Agnes M. Reiley
Dr. Michael D. Smink

Dr. James T. Gallagher, Superintendent
Richard Thornburg, Solicitor
David J. Delenick,  Secretary/Business Manager

Taking history be-
yond the norm is 

what American History 3 
with honors is all about 
at Pottsville Area High 
School. With countless 
projects every year, ``the 
students are constantly 
being challenged to truly 
understand the material 
they are being taught.
 One such project 
tested the students’ abili-
ties to prepare a dramatic 
representation of an 
historical fi gure.
 The students were 
given the choice to act 
out the life of any person 
who lived during one of 
the eras that the class 
had studied, from the 
nineteenth to twentieth 
centuries. 
 “I thought it was a 
good way for students 

to demonstrate their 
creativity,” Mrs. Tiffany 
Reedy, American History 
III teacher, said. 
 Several students went 
far beyond the require-
ments to produce a 
project that stood out 
among the rest.
 “The assassination of 
McKinley was very good 
because of the way the 
two characters inter-
acted. The presentation 
on Jac Corey march-
ing on Washington was 
also good because Tom 
[Guastavino] sang,” Mrs. 
Reedy said.
 The students not only 
had to research their 
characters’ lives, but 
also completely immerse 
themselves in the person 
by dressing like them.
 “You got to reenact 
someone else’s views. I 
got to learn more about 
what Teddy Roosevelt 

By: Samantha Wertz

Editor-in-Chief

DRESS UP —  Playing their roles as famous American 
historical fi gures, juniors Lauren Gallagher and Megan Freiler 
complete an American History 3 project. The girls portrayed the 
assassination of President James Garfi eld [Freiler], by gunman 
Charles Guiteau [Gallagher.] 

PHOTO BY JONATHON SHAFFER

History honors class brings the 
past to the present for students

did in his life. I had to 
research his life and 
what he did,” junior Brian 
Bayer said.
 This immersion helped 
most students to better 
comprehend the topic 
they researched. By en-
listing the help of outside 
resources, the students 
learned more than the 
textbook could offer.
 “I loved it. It was very 
informational and very 
realistic. I learned it bet-
ter than I would have with 
just the book because 
I could visualize it. My 
favorite part of preparing 
the project was dress-
ing up,” junior Heather 
Jenkins said.
 Others appreciated the 
opportunity to prove their 
historical expertise as 
well as their creativity. 
 “It was a fun activ-
ity because you got to 
see people’s creative 

ideas. It gives a chance 
for people who aren’t 
good test takers to get a 
good grade,” junior Alicia 
Hubiak said.
 This idea of offering an 
alternative way to earn 
grades was echoed by 
Mrs. Reedy.
 “I think people who 

don’t do well on test can 
show their creativity to 
still get a good grade,” 
Mrs. Reedy said.
 By employing their 
creativity and research 
skills the history scholars 
grasped the relevance of 
historical concepts and 
people.
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Michael Furr
• Son of: Gene 
and Monica 
Furr
• Extracurric-
ular Activities:
Enrichment, 

Varsity Tennis, Mock Trial
• Plans After High School:
Attend college.

Jennifer Hardock
• Daughter 
of: Dennis 
and Nancy 
Hardock

• Extracurric-
ular Activities:

Marching, Concert and 
Stage Bands, PUB, County 
and District Bands, Youth 
Symphony, Third Brigade 
Band, Spanish Club, Quill &  
Scroll, Sociedad Honoraria 
Hispanica, Varsity Golf

• Plans After High School: 
Attend West Chester Uni-
versity and major in Music.

Daniel Hedemann
• Son of: John 
and Nicole 
Plachko
• Extracurric-
ular Activities: 
Aletheia Club, 
TK∆, Leo Club, 

Enrichment, Varsity Foot-
ball, Varsity Volleyball
• Plans after High School:
Attend college and major in 
Engineering.

Brianna DelValle
• Daughter 
of: Clin-
ton and 
Nanette 
DelValle
• Extra-
curricular 

Activities: Tide Lines 
Editor, ETC EIC, March-ETC EIC, March-ETC
ing, Concert  and Stage 
Bands, Quill & Scroll, 
Enrichment, Quiz Team, 
Varsity Soccer, Third 
Brigade Band
• Plans After High 
School: Attend Penn 
State, West Chester or 
St. Joe’s.

David DeMarkis
• Son of: 
David and 
Gloria 
DeMarkis
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Varsity Football, TK∆, 
Varsity Track and Field, 
French Club, Leo Club, 
Enrichment
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college 
and play football.

Roni Dermo
• Daughter 
of: Ron 
and Donna 
Dermo
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Varsity Cheerleading, 
PUB, Enrichment
• Plans after High 
School: Major in Pre-
Medicine and become a 
Pediatrician.

”

“ 

Kyle Bevan
• Son of:
Brian and 
Kelly Bevan
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:
Mock Trial, 

Quiz Team, Varsity Wa-
ter Polo, Varsity Tennis, 
PADCO Youth Commit-
tee
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college 
and major in Mathemat-
ics or Economics.

Christopher 
Bulino

• Son of: 
Bernard and 
Deborah 
Bulino 
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Varsity Baseball
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college.

Elizabeth Cortese
• Daughter 
of: Gary 
and Cathy 
Cortese
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Varsity Swimming, Key 
Club, Quill & Scroll, AI∆, 
Tide Lines, Hi-S-Potts
Yearbook
• Plans After High 
School: Attend Villanova 
University and major in 
Comprehensive Sci-
ence.

To me, being “ To me, being “ 
a part of the 

National Honor 
Society means 

that I have 
worked hard 
throughout 

high
school and 
persevered 
through my 
academic 

challenges.

MICHAEL KAIMAN
PAHS SENIOR

Top PAHS scholars gain               
Spending extra time 

tackling a tricky trigo-
nometry equation.
 Pulling an all-nighter to 
study for a challenging 
advanced biology test.
 Exhibiting an eager 
desire to achieve.
 These were charac-
teristics exhibited by 
National Honor Society 
members.  
 This year, 30 students 
were inducted into the 
prestigious society.
 Among the ranks, were 
talented musicians, math 
whizzes and science 
scholars.
 The 30 were brought 
together for a common 
reason — their gift in 
academics.
 First in his class, senior 
Mike Furr commented on 
his pride.
 “Being a part of NHS is 
a special honor for me.  It 
gives me the opportunity 
to meet those who have 
been successful in their 
academic pursuits,” he 
said.
 Members realized that 
they had to work very 
hard in order to achieve 
the superior rank.
 “It is an honor to be 
placed in a group with 
such prestigious stu-
dents.  I appreciate the 
recognition for all my 
hard work,” junior Cory 
Fisher said.
 “Being in the National 
Honor Society means to 
me that all my hard work 
the past four years has 
fi nally paid off. My goal 
was always to be in the 
NHS and I’m just really 
proud of myself because 
I proved to myself and to 
others that I can do it,” 
Maria Rinaldo said.
 These students have 
displayed outstanding 
academic achievement 
in the classroom over the 
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college of my choice 
for Medical Imaging to 
become an X-Ray Techni-
cian.

Jennifer Stock
• Daughter 
of: Robert 
and Linda 
Stock
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Varsity Basketball, Varsity 
Soccer, SADD, Peer Edu-
cator, Spanish Club, Leo 
Club, Sociedad Honoraria 
Hispanica
• Plans after High 
School: Attend Millers-
ville, Shippensburg, West 
Chester or St. Joe’s & 
major in Elementary & 
Special Education.

Timothy Sullivan
• Son of: Tim 
and  Colleen 
Sullivan

• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:
Varsity Soc-

cer, Varsity Wrestling, 
Varsity Baseball, Socie-
dad Honoraria Hispanica, 
Spanish Club

• Plans After High 
School: Attend Col-
lege Misericordia or the 
University of Sciences to 
earn a doctorate in Physi-
cal Therapy.

Tyler Tassone
• Son of:
Frank and 
Theresa Tas-
sone
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities: 

Varsity Water Polo, Varsity 
Tennis, Spanish Club, 
Sociedad Honoraria 

”

“

Bryan Heim
• Son of:
Fred Heim 
and Peggy 
Miller
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities: 

German Club, Delta Ep-
silon Phi, Varsity Soccer, 
Peer Education
• Plans after High 
School: Attend college 
at the University of the 
Sciences in Philadelphia 
or Wilkes University.

Michael Kaiman
• Son of:
Delores Kai-
man
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities: 
Varsity 

Soccer, Varsity Track 
and Field, Varsity Cross 
Country, Spanish Club, 
Peer Education
• Plans after High
School: Attend PSU or 
University of Rochester 
and major in Engineering.

Steven Kheloussi
• Son of:
Sarwat and 
Claudia Khe-
loussi
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

German Club, Student 
Council, Varsity Tennis, 
Marching, Concert and 
Stage Bands, Enrich-
ment, Tide Lines Edi-Tide Lines Edi-Tide Lines
tor, Quill & Scroll, Delta 
Epsilon Phi
• Plans after High 
School: Major in Pharma-
cy or Physical Therapy at 
the college of my choice.

Dana Osburn
• Daughter 
of: Mark 
and Mary 
Nusbaum 
Osburn
• Extra-
curricular 

Activities: Drama Club, 
Sketch Club, Mock 
Trial, Community Theatre 
Groups
• Plans after High 
School: Attend the 
Museum of Fine Arts and 
major in Fine Arts.

Maria Rinaldo
• Daughter 
of: Charles 
and Mary 
Rinaldo
• Extra-
curricular 
Activi-

ties: Varsity Volleyball, 
Student Council, Leo 
Club, Peer Education, 
AI∆, Sociedad Honoraria 
Hispanica, Spanish Club
• Plans after High 
School: Attend college 
at Wilkes University, Uni-
versity of the Sciences, 
Villanova University or 
Rutgers University and 
major in Pharmacy.

Nicole Seward
• Daughter 
of: David 
and Diane 
Seward
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Marching and Concert 
Bands, German Club, 
Leo Club, SADD, Delta 
Epsilon Phi, Varsity Track 
& Field
• Plans After High 
School: Attend the 

Hispanica, Aletheia Club, 
Enrichment
• Plans after High 
School: Attend Virginia 
or Bucknell and major in 
Civil Engineering.

Rachel Wallace
• Daughter 
of: John and 
Karen Wal-
lace
• Extra-
curricular 
Activi-

ties: Varsity Swimming, 
Varsity Water Polo, Tide 
Lines EIC, German Club, Lines EIC, German Club, Lines
Delta Epsilon Phi, Quill 
& Scroll, Concert and 
Marching Bands
• Plans after High 
School: Attend college 
at the University of the 
Sciences in Philadelphia 
or Wilkes University.

Scott Yeastadt
• Son of:
Nancy 
Yeastadt
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities: 
Varsity Foot-

ball, Varsity Wrestling, 
Aletheia Club, Leo Club, 
SADD, Spanish Club
• Plans after High
School: Attend college 
and earn a degree in Ac-
counting.

 It is a very 
distinguishing 

honor and 
shows that 
hard work 
really does 

pay off. 
It’s very 

humbling. 

SCOTT YEASTADT
PAHS SENIOR

NHS academic recognition


