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Speakers demonstrate skill and confi dence

Teens work together 
to ‘Make Difference’

NHS inductees 
gain recognition for 
achievement

AP Studio Art class 
experiences nature 
at Locust Lake

Penny-a-Week 
tradition continues
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In just one semester, 
Ms. Sherrill Silberling’s 

speech classes study, 
create and present six 
types of speeches. So 
far, the students have 
tackled introduction of 
a classmate, self-in-
troduction, informative 
and demonstration with 
individual and group per-
suasive speeches waiting 
in the wings. 
 “These are the kinds of 
communication situations 
we are placed in in real 
life, professionally and 
personally. It is impor-

tant to study a variety of 
speeches,” Ms. Silber-
ling, English teacher said.
 Recently, the demon-
stration speeches have 
brought these classes 
outside of their rooms 
on the second fl oor to 
explore other locations.
 “I gave my demonstra-
tion speech in the class-
room, other speeches 
were given in the 
auditorium, the girls’ gym 
and the home economics 
kitchen,” senior Benjamin 
Schuettler said. 
 In addition to the ar-
ray of locations, topics 
were also diverse in the 
demonstration speeches. 

Some students chose 
hobbies with which they 
had previous experience.
 “I chose playing 
the saxophone for my 
demonstration speech 
because it’s something I 
knew I was good at and 
could explain,” junior 
Alanna Durkin said.
 Others chose top-
ics based on personal 
interests.
 “I chose bull sharks for 
my informative speech 
and packing a suitcase 
for my demonstration 
because they were inter-
esting and unusual topics 
to speak about,” senior 
Gregory Schuettler said.

 Students 
also dem-
onstrated 
cleaning a 
trombone, 
editing a 
photo on 
the comput-
er, throwing 
a softball, 
Indian 
dancing, 
playing vol-
leyball, self 
defense, 
surfi ng, 
playing 
the guitar, 
how to size 
a tennis 
racquet and 
how to cook 
mud pud-
ding also 
known as 
“dirt.”
 “I think 
Bonnie 

Motley’s demonstration 
speech on the recipe for 
’dirt’ was my favorite be-
cause she had measured 
portions of the ingredi-
ents and had bowls for 
everybody so that we 
could make it ourselves 
as she told us how,” 
Durkin said.
 In preparation for these 
speeches, Ms. Silber-
ling introduced two new 
aspects of her class this 
year.
 “Students are putting 
their Works Cited pages 
in Noodle tools so Mrs. 
Lillian Hobbs (librar-
ian) and I can give them 
feedback as they work 
on their speeches,” Ms. 
Silberling said.
 The other new addition 
is the use of a graphic 
organizer. Students are 
given this assignment 
as a clustering exercise 
when brainstorming and 
organizing. 
 “The graphic orga-
nizer contains fl ow charts 
similar to those used in 
composition courses. I 
hope it will help students 
to visualize a map of their 
organizational patterns,” 
Ms. Silberling said.
 Persuasive is the most 
recent form of speech 
Ms. Silberling has as-
signed. Students will use 
Power Point software to 
complement their pre-
sentations.
 “The idea of using 
Power Point for a persua-

By: Tom Guastavino

PAHS Senior
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HOBY ambassador chosen
Sophomore Lisa Reier was 

chosen as the 2007 Hugh 
O’Brian Youth Leadership 
Ambassador. She will attend a 
four-day seminar at Millersville 
University from May 18-21 
2007. Samantha Muscara was 
selected as the alternate.

Senior represents PAHS
 Senior Amanda Rennick is 
the Pottsville winner for the 
United States Senate Youth 
Leadership Scholarship. After 
taking a 90-minute govern-
ment-based exam, Rennick 
was named a fi nalist. The win-
ner will be announced later this 
month.

Music honors
Members of the PAHS Con-

cert Choirs were selected for 
the Schuylkill County Chorus. 
They include: Lauren Apichell, 
Katie Hochgertel, Kaia Schrod-
ing, Renee Stinnett, Alanna 
Durkin, Jesselyn Heaps, Mindy 
Hoopes, Gloria Keyes, Nina 
Patton, Lisa Reier, Samantha 
Wood, Kate Zimmerman, 
Kristine Bensinger, Becky Fred-
erick, Meg Halcovage, Miranda 
Hahner,Tom Guastavino, D. J. 
Maccarone, Andrew Bensinger, 
Matt Buchanan and Karen 
Ward. Ward was also chosen 
for District Chorus.
 The following instrumental-
ists will be playing with the 
county honor band: Jessica 
Fehr, Andrew Bensinger, Kate 
Loret, Chrissy Hardock, Jordan 
Franko, Preet Ahluwalia, John 
Flanigan, Christian Newton, 
John Kline, Ben Schuettler, 
Renee Stinnett, Frank Muscara, 
Greg Schuettler, Josh Corson, 
Joseph Womer, Mike Tellep, 
Kate Zimmerman, Kaiti Sippel, 
Becky Derbes, Michael Fries, 
Miranda Hahner, Lisa Reier, 
Alanna Durkin, Russell Joy, 
Lawrence Major, Sarah Hahner, 
Angela Cairns, Jocelyn Blum, 
Samantha Wood, Molly Boran, 
Arielle Fisher, Gina Mazzuca, 
Gloria Keyes, Megan Freiler, 
Mark O’Reilly.

STIR IT UP —  To better understand the speaker’s instructions, senior Benjamin 
Schuettler makes his own miniature batch of “dirt” during a speech being given 
by senior Bonnie Motley. Other topics demonstrated include playing musical 
instruments, sports skills, Indian dancing and self defense. The class helped 
students improve self-confi dence and public speaking skills in a variety of 
different styles.

PHOTOS BY JOCELYN BLUM 
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party for Pottsville, there 
were many activities at 
the event including the 
band performance, along 
with dancers, singers 
and a chocolate cake 
cut by Mayor John D. W. 
Reiley.
 For this same day, 
other students were 
“making a difference” in 
several other ways.
 The middle school En-
richment Club contribut-
ed to the day by painting 
and decorating Christmas 
ornaments for the victims 
of the 2006 fl ood.
 “We felt bad for the 
victims of the fl ood and 
were unaware of how 
much they lost,” Miss 

Catherine Heim, middle 
school Enrichment Club 
adviser, said. “We wanted 
to do something that 
would bring joy to them 
instead of canned goods 
and clothing.”
 The ornaments were 
glass balls, each with a 
house painted on it. A 
heart was added in the 
center of each house, 
and in each heart the 
word “hope” was written. 
The project took about 
three weeks to fi nish. The 
work on the ornaments 
was accomplished during 
the Enrichment class 
which takes place during 
study halls. In addition to 
the members of the club, 
several talented art stu-
dents also lent a hand.
 When the project was 
complete, the group had 
produced 120 ornaments. 
They were then distribut-
ed by Port Carbon Mayor 
Chuck Joy and Mrs. 
Deniece Krater to a list of 
116 fl ood victims. 
 In addition to the May-
or and Mrs. Krater, one 
fi fth grader Gabby Holley 
volunteered as well.
 “Her face lit up when 
someone picked up her 
ball, it was just something 
special,” Miss Heim said.
 For 10 years the middle 
school Enrichment Club 

Teens ‘Make a Difference’ 
By: Mark O’Reilly

  PAHS Junior

has participated in Make 
a Difference Day. The 
group was honored with 
awards for four of the 
projects they’ve done.
 The Enrichment Club 
at the high school has a 
similar legacy.
 “We have a long his-
tory of Make a Differ-
ence Day projects,” Ms. 
Sherrill Silberling, high 
school Enrichment Club 
adviser, said. “The fi rst 
project was establishing 
a lending library in each 
Pottsville high rise [senior 
citizen] building in 1996.”
 The high school club, 
much like the middle 
school’s, received recog-
nition for their contribu-
tions to the service effort.
 “The enrichment pro-

I liked playing [the 
trombone] for Make a 

Difference Day because 
it gave me a chance to 
do what I love for a good 
cause,” junior Frank 
Muscara said.
 Muscara was one of 
the members of the high 
school band that per-
formed as an ensemble 
at Bicentennial Park on 
Make a Difference Day, 
October 28. The high 
school Enrichment Club 
sponsored the special 
celebration of Pottsville’s 
bicentennial year.
 Planned as a birthday 

SMOOTH — Perfecting the layer of icing, sophomore 
Brianna McClure fi nishes off a chocolate cake for 
Pottsville’s 200th birthday party. 

PHOTO BY JOHN FLANIGAN

sive speech encour-
ages the use of modern 
technology more,” Ms. 
Silberling said. 
 This is often the most 
diffi cult type of speech to 
prepare and present. 
 “I think it may be dif-
fi cult getting substantial 
evidence to be persua-
sive,” Durkin said.
 This may be due to the 
strictness of copyright 
laws.
 “It’s a lot of work 

because of the sources 
we can’t use,” junior 
Christian Newton said. 
 Despite the diffi culty 
level of this course, stu-
dents realize that the 
class experience is ben-
efi cial. Public speaking 
is a skill that is needed in 
many professions and if 
a student plans on going 
to college, many classes 
will require oral presenta-
tions.
 “I’m planning on going 

into elementary teaching 
and I will defi nitely need 
speaking skills,” senior 
Angela Cairns said.  
 If a student so choos-
es, his or her grade can 
be transferred to college. 
The credit may fi ll the 
requirements for a man-
datory public speaking 
course. 
 “This is a dual en-
rollment course which 
means it counts for high 
school credit as well as 

college credit for a re-
duced tuition cost,” Ms. 
Silberling said. 
 In addition to dual 
enrollment credit without 
an AP test, this course 
offers unique benefi ts 
which may not be pres-
ent in a normal college 
classroom.
 “Because this is still 
high school, the students 
receive more individual 
attention than they would 
at many colleges,” Ms. 

Students build confi dence and earn college credit 

gram has been recog-
nized repeatedly by the 
county commissioners,” 
Ms. Silberling said. “Two 
years ago the group re-
ceived state recognition.”
 In addition to ben-
efi ting Pottsville, these 
projects also benefi ted 
the students themselves, 
teaching them valuable 
skills that will continue 
to help them as their life 
progresses.
 “Students gain an 
understanding and 
awareness of local, civic 
and human needs,” Ms. 
Silberling said. “Also, the 
leadership skills and inter-
personal communication 
skills are practiced. Stu-
dents learn confi dence 
and perseverance.”

Silberling said.
 In one class, in one 
half of a year, students 
can receive three college 
credits, high school cred-
it, individual attention, 
and public speaking skills  
just by taking speech.
 “Speech class is a 
tremendous confi dence 
builder because the high 
school classroom feels 
safer than the college 
classroom,’” Ms. Silber-
ling said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PREET AHLUWALIA

HIT IT — Percussion players lay down the beat during 
the 200th birthday party on Make a Difference Day at 
Pottsville’s Bicentennial Park. Mayor John D. W. Reilly 
spoke at the event.

SPEECH
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Dear Members of the Community,

Dr. James T. GallagherDr. James T. Gallagher

renowned author John 
O’Hara, General George 
Joulwan and Pottsville 
forefather John Potts 
also came under study.
 “I thought the Bicen-
tennial project was very 
interesting. This project 
taught us a lot about 
Pottsville’s architectural 
history,” Rachel Hollo-
way, eighth grader, said.
   After two weeks of 
meticulous preparation, 
students sharpened their 
drawing pencils and set 
to work sketching the 
Gothic arches, keystones 
and Doric columns that 
make the downtown 
streets so unique. 
 “I think that the art 
project was a good way 
to show everybody how 
to draw. I drew the light 

Crisp white pieces of 
paper and striking 

images of Pottsville’s 
most recognizable archi-
tectural features crowded 
Mrs. JoAnne Doyle’s 
classroom during the 
month of November. 
 D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School art students in 
grades six through eight 
took part in the 2006 
Pottsville Bicentennial 
Architectural Study. 
 Through the program 
young scholars 
familiarized themselves 
with both Schuylkill 
County’s historical and 
contemporary design 
components. Figures 
from the past such as 

on the bank. It gave me a 
lot of inspiration,” Kelcie 
Fitzpatrick, sixth grader, 
said.
 The prismatic stained 
glass windows of St. 
Patrick’s Church, the dis-
tinctive old world feel of 
Towne Drugs and the dis-
tinguished clock tower of 
the courthouse translated 
into detailed celebrations 
of Pottsville’s bicenten-
nial.     
 “By working on this 
2006 Pottsville Bicenten-
nial Architectural Study, I 
felt that the students got 
to learn a little about the 
past, present and future 
of their town. Through 
studying various forms 
of architecture, they are 
now able to distinguish 
and recognize certain 

qualities that they were 
never aware of before. 
Hopefully this lesson has 
instilled a little Pottsville 
Pride in their own home-
town,” Mrs. Doyle said.
 Other groups in the 
district also chose to do 
special projects for the 
bicentennial. 
 The PAHS Publica-
tions Staff and their 
parents’ organization, 
Parents of Publications 
Students (POPS) created 
a bicentennial version of 
Pottsville-opoly. 
 While the parents 
attracted advertisers to 
sponsor the blocks and 

sponsors for the money, 
“fate” and “community” 
cards, the publication 
students were kept busy 
designing the box cover, 
game board and the 
business advertisements 
for the individual game 
squares.
 The game logo incor-
porates the Henry Clay 
monument, Schuylkill 
County Courthouse, 
Pottsville Area High 
School and the Town 
Clock.
 The games are now 
available in the PAHS 
PUB Room (621-2974) for 
$20 for purchase.

 As the holiday season approaches, we are all con-
sumed with a December full of activities  — shopping, 
cooking, baking, decorating, and all the many fes-
tive activities that make each of our specifi c holidays 
special.  The days seem to escape from us as we 
prepare for the religious celebration that each of us 
celebrates.
 Children anticipate the holidays for many reasons; 
however, gift giving (and receiving) is often among 
their highest priorities.  Parents spend a great deal 
of time and money locating that hard-to-fi nd item, 
whether it is a special doll, video game, or article of 
clothing.  There are photographs every year of moms 
and dads standing in long lines and battling the mall 
crowds just to get the gift that they believe will be the 
only thing that will make their child’s holiday celebra-
tion memorable.
 Unfortunately, that memory is usually fl eeting.  
When the newness of that wonderful fi nd wears off, 
your child will return to his/her daily routine.  Although 
that new game or T-shirt was truly a “must-have,” it 
will soon become part of his/her everyday posses-
sions.  
 There is one gift that children need and rarely write 

on their list of wishes, and that is the gift of time.  In 
our extremely busy lives, we chauffeur our children 
from this practice to that rehearsal; we usher them in 
and out of events on their schedules; we do what we 
have to do to get them through their busy days.  The 
problem is, however, that the conversations at the 
dinner table, the quiet evenings together enjoying a 
board game, and the opportunities for parents to get 
to know their children’s classmates and friends have 
been sacrifi ced.  Although it’s important to keep your 
child active, it’s sometimes more important to slow 
him/her down in order to enjoy some semblance of 
family life.  
 When January 1 arrives this year and you’re strug-
gling to think of a worthwhile New Year’s resolu-
tion, consider giving your child the gift of your time.  
There’s no one who deserves it more!  
 With my best wishes for a healthy holiday season 
and an academically productive New Year I remain,

    Very Sincerely,

Give your child the gift of time this holiday season 

Middle school students celebrate bicentennial with art 
By: Val Hughes

PAHS Senior
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college credit can be 
earned. 
 “Between band and 
cross country I’ve had 
very little time to do 
these projects in the 
evening,” senior Megan 
Price said.
 However, despite the 
work load, Price and her 
peers remain confi dent 
that their expansion of 
knowledge and skill will 
contribute to success.
 “I expect to do much, 
much, much better 
because I know I have 
the potential. My com-
positions are improving 
as well as some line 
technique,” Price said.
 Each student in Mr. 
Makara’s class claimed 
to have already seen 
improvement in his or 
her work. Improvements 
in technique allowed 
students to examine 
their work and enjoy the 
progress they’ve made.
 “My favorite is the 
girl sitting at the piano 
because I did a nice job 
on the perspective and 

Mother Nature was 
their inspiration.

 October 3, Mr. Andrew 
Makara and his AP Studio 
Art students soaked up 
the scenery at Locust 
Lake. The trip provided a 
setting dissimilar to that 
of the classroom. 
 “The class took this trip 
to paint and take in what 
we saw to show others 
what we see. We had a 
good time and got a lot of 
work done that day while 
being in nature,” senior 
Andrew Ireland said. 
 The artists examined 
the area for assignment 
subjects to include in 
their concentrations.  
 “A concentration is a 
project theme that art 
students follow through-
out the entire year,” se-
nior Kaia Schroding said. 
 Some of the concen-
trations chosen by the 
seniors included piano, 
sports, wolves, Indians 
and pirates. The young 

artists drew inspiration 
from their interests.
 “I am mad about 
wolves and since I 
loved them so much, I 
decided to draw them,” 
senior Michele Bens-
inger said.
 One sought art in his 
heritage.
 “I chose my topic [In-
dians] because I’m part 
Cherokee. My favorite 
project was concentra-
tion six, with two Indians 
preparing for war,” se-
nior Jared Correll said.
 In addition to gaining 
a multitude of artistic 
skills, AP studio art 
students learn lessons 
about time manage-
ment because they must 
spend between 10 and 
30 hours each week in 
order to successfully 
complete each project 
required to create a well 
rounded portfolio. 
 These portfolios will 
be sent to the College 
Board as their fi nal 
examinations in May. If 
they receive a top score, 

AP Artists experience nature at Locust Lake
By: Tom Guastavino

PAHS Senior
I felt the overall painting 
was good,” senior Camille 
McGonigle said.
 The AP Studio Art cur-
riculum is meant to prepare 
students for college level 
art courses. The diffi culty 
and lengthy time require-
ments are attributed to the 
fact that the course yields 
Advanced Placement col-
lege credit.
  “It’s an AP course, so 
people should know what 
to expect coming into it. 
The main reason I took the 
class is to prepare for col-
lege,” McGonigle said. 
 Although not all these 
students will pursue a ca-
reer in visual arts, some feel 
prepared in other ways.
 “I don’t plan on major-
ing in art, but if I take art 
courses in college, I will feel 
prepared,” Correll said.
 Experiences such as 
the fi eld trip are meant to 
contribute to future prepa-
ration. There, the young 
artists experienced painting 
from real life.
 “It really was an ‘experi-
ence,’” Bensinger said.

SKETCH  —  Senior Jared 
Correll draws a nature scene 
at Locust Lake during a fi eld 
trip made by his AP Studio Art 
class. The class traveled to the 
scenic location to be immersed 
in natural settings. This was 
just one of many projects that 
the students completed in 
order to compile a complete 
portfolio, most of which will 
be submitted to the College 
Board for evaluation this 
spring. The class’s challenging 
time and project requirements 
prepared the artists for future 
college classes. In addition, the 
scholars could earn AP college 
credit for their efforts. “If I take 
art courses in college, I will feel 
prepared,” Correll said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
MR. ANDREW MAKARA

”

“ 

MEGAN PRICE
PAHS SENIOR

I expect to do “ I expect to do “ 
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much better 

because I know 
I have the 
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compositions 
are improving 

as well as some 
line technique.
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Scholars become part of National Honor 
Society during school induction ceremony
NHS

PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elementary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:  621-2962
• Academic Center: 621-2900

Steven Boyer
• Son of: 
John and 
Paula Boyer
• Extra-
curricular 
Activi-
ties: Cross 

Country, Track and Field, 
SADD, Leo Club.
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college, 
for an undecided major.

Charles Brenner
• Son of:
Scott and 
Denise 
Brenner
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Hi-S-Potts Yearbook Edi-Hi-S-Potts Yearbook Edi-Hi-S-Potts
tor, Drama Club, Spanish 
Club, Enrichment, BBYO, 
Guitar.
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college 
with a focus on Music or 
Film Studies.

Scott Delenick
• Son of: 
Dave and 
Pam Dele-
nick
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Varsity Football, Varsity 
Basketball, Leo Club, 
Spanish Club.
• Plans After High 
School: Attend Penn 
State for an undecided 
major.

Juniors
Jamie Wang

• Son of: 
Ping and 
Changming 
Wang
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Debate Team, Mock Trial, 
Key Club, Spanish Club 
(President), Schuylkill 
Youth Symphony Orches-
tra, Enrichment, Quiz 
Team, Varsity Tennis, Var-
sity Swimming, Student 
Council.
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college 
and major in Pre-Med.

Kim Dembinsky
• Son of:
Ms. Theresa 
Marie Kl-
eman
• Plans 
after High 
School:

Possibly attend college 
and major in a fi eld of 
Biology, Anatomy or 
Chemistry.

Alanna Durkin
• Daughter 
of: Steven 
and Karen 
Durkin
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Marching, Concert and 
Stage Bands, Choir, 
Drama Club, Ecology 
Club, Cross Country, 
Quiz Team, Schuylkill 
Youth Symphony Or-
chestra, Third Brigade 
Band, Cressona Band.
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college 
and major in a Biology 
fi eld.

Samuel Goodman
• Son of: 
Dave Good-
man and 
Bev Tenen-
holz
• Extra-
curricular 

Activities: Drama Club.
• Plans After High 
School: Attend a busi-
ness college and major 
in Accounting.

Joseph Kurtek
• Son of:
Joseph and 
Maureen 
Kurtek
• Extracur-
ricular Activ-
ities: Track 

and Field, Cross Country, 
Spanish Club (Vice Presi-
dent), Aletheia Club, Tide 
Lines Editor, Hi-S-Potts
Editor, Ecology Club, Leo 
Club, SADD Executive 
Committee, Quiz Team, 
Quill & Scroll.
• Plans After High 
School: Attend Penn 
State or Harvard and 
major in Pre-Med.

Elizabeth Puddu
• Daughter 
of: Stephen 
and Susan 
Puddu
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Varsity Volleyball, Varsity 
Basketball, Class Presi-
dent, Key Club, Spanish 
Club, SADD.
• Plans After High 
School: Attend either 
Penn State or Villanova 
and major in Science.

Hannah Rittle
• Daughter 
of: Joseph 
and Suzanne 
Rittle
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Spanish Club, Key Club, 
Aletheia Club, Varsity 
Tennis, Majorette, Tide 
Lines EIC, Dale Carnegie 
Youth Leadership Pro-
gram, Quill and Scroll.
• Plans After High School:

Attend college and major 
in Elementary Education.

NHS Pledge

I pledge myself to 
uphold the high 
purpose of the 
National Honor 

Society to which I 
have been elected; 
I will be true to the 
principles for which 
it stands; Striving in 
every way by word 
and deed to make 

its high standards of 
scholarship, service, 

leadership and 
character the ideals of 

my school and
 of my life.

PASD PASD P CalendarCalendarC
December
25-1 — Winter 
Recess. All Schools 
Closed

January
2  — All Schools 
Open
8  — Meeting for 
Parents of 8th Grade 
Students A-K En-
tering PAHS in 9th 
Grade 2007-08
9  — Meeting for 
Parents of 8th Grade 
Students L-Z Enter-
ing PAHS  in 9th 
Grade 2007-08
10 — Meeting for 
Parents of 8th Grade 
Accelerated Students 
Entering PAHS in 9th 
Grade 2007-08
15  — Teachers’ 
In Service Day. No 

School For Students
16 — First Semester 
Ends (Tentative)
17 — Second 
Semester Begins 
(Tentative)
24  — Report Card 
Distribution All 
Schools

Wavelengths Staff
• Samantha Wertz
   PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief
• Katie Zwiebel
   PAHS Junior
   Production 
   Editor-in-Chief

February
19  — Presidents’ 
Day All Schools 
Closed (Tentative)
28  — Schuylkill 
County Chorus 
Festival
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Students at Pottsville 
Area High School got 

into the holiday spirit and 
donated their extra mon-
ey to the traditional Pen-
ny-a-Week campaign.
 “It’s a good way to raise 
money since most kids 
have spare change on 
them all the time,” junior 
Elizabeth Puddu said.
 All the spare change 
went toward buying 
Christmas presents for 
needy children. Dona-
tions were collected once 
a week from mid-October 
through the fi rst week in 
December. 
 Members of Student 
Council collected any 
extra money that the stu-
dents in their homerooms 
had on hand. The money 
was then put into the 
Penny-a-Week account.
 After the collection was 
over, the Penny-a-Week 
committee asked the Ac-

ademic Center for a list of 
the needy children in the 
community. 
 Committee members 
went to Boscov’s to buy 
the children presents and 
brought them back for the 
council members to wrap. 
These gifts were pur-
chased for needy children 
up to age nine. They will 
be delivered to the chil-
dren’s homes right before 
the holiday break.
 “Penny-a-Week is great 
because the competition 
between homerooms to 
get the highest donation 
gets everybody to con-
tribute, raising that much 
more money for a good 
cause,” senior Gregory 
Schuettler said.
 According to Mrs. Tif-
fany Reedy, adviser, the 
group collects an average 
of $300 each week and 
over $3,000 each year. 
The total for last year’s 
collection was $3563.60.
 Although the exact date 
is not known, the Penny-

a-Week program was 
a tradition whch began 
in the 1930’s during the 
time of the Great Depres-

sion. 
 “I think Penny-a-Week 
is a great cause,” sopho-
more Alexis Bohr said. 

“Knowing you’ve helped 
someone less privileged 
makes Christmas even 
better than it already is.”

Non-Profi t Organization
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By: Rebecca Sponenburg

PAHS Freshman

DOUBLECHECK  —  Mrs. Tiffany Reedy, adviser, and senior Amanda Rennick, Student Council 
president, review the addresses and phone numbers of the recipients as they plan for the 
delivery of thousands of dollars in gifts to needy children in the community.

PAHS Christmas season Penny-a-Week tradition continues
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Thomas Guastavino
• Son of: Dr. 
Thomas and 
Karen Guasta-
vino
• Extracurric-
ular Activities:

Tide Lines Editor, Drama Tide Lines Editor, Drama Tide Lines
Club (President), Marching, 
Concert and Stage Bands, 
Schuylkill Youth Symphony 
Orchestra, Debate Team, 
Boy Scouts of America.
• Plans After High School:
Attend DeSales and 
double-major in 
Marketing and Theatre.

Bradley Hallick
• Son of: Brian 
and Mary Ella 
Hallick

• Extracur-
ricular Activi-
ties: German 

Club, Delta Epsilon Phi, Leo 
Club, SADD, Aletheia Club 
(Vice President), Student 
Council, Varsity Football, 
Track and Field.

• Plans After High School:
Attend Virginia, Stanford 
or Vanderbilt and pursue a 
career in the medical fi eld.

Valerie Hughes
• Daughter of:
Msgt. Monty 
Hughes and
Gloriana San-
chez
• Extracurric-
ular Activities: 

Sociedad Honoraria His-
panica, National Society for 
High School Scholars, Peer 
Educators,  Ecology Club, 
Spanish Club, Quill and 
Scroll, Hi-S-Potts EIC. 
• Plans after High School:
Attend either New York, 
Notre Dame or Columbia 
for an undecided major.

Matthew Feeney
• Son of: 
Charles 
and Nikki 
Feeney
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Varsity Football, Track 
and Field, SADD, Key 
Club.
• Plans After High 
School: Attend col-
lege and major in either 
Physical Therapy or 
Business.

Cory Fisher
• Son of:
Dr. Neil and 
Pam Fisher
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:
Varsity 

Football, Varsity Bas-
ketball, Varsity Baseball, 
Leo Club, Spanish Club, 
Aletheia Club, SADD 
Executive Committee, 
Enrichment, Student 
Council (Secretary).
• Plans After High 
School: Attend Boston 
University, Villanova, Le-
high or Penn and major 
in Business or Finance.

Megan Freiler
• Daughter 
of: Joseph 
and Regina 
Freiler
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Key Club, German Club 
(Vice President), Alethe-
ia Club, Varsity Soccer 
(Captain), Marching and 
Concert Bands.
• Plans after High 
School: Attend Eliza-
bethtown or Villanova 
and major in Interna-
tional Business.

”

“ 

Jonathon Beadle
• Son of:
John and 
Patricia 
Beadle
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Marching and Concert 
Bands, German Club, 
Delta Epsilon Phi, Key 
Club, Peer Tutoring.
• Plans After High School:
Attend Bloomsburg 
University and major in 
Accounting.

Timothy Camise
• Son of: 
Tom and 
Sue Camise
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:
Key Club 

(Vice President), Ale-
theia Club, Spanish Club, 
Sociedad Honoraria 
Hispanica, Enrichment, 
Varsity Soccer (Captain), 
Varsity Volleyball, SADD, 
Piano, Guitar.
• Plans After High 
School: Attend Penn 
State or Boston Uni-
versity and major in 
Computer Science or 
Engineering.

Kathryn Cerullo
• Daughter 
of: Martin 
and Linda 
Cerullo
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Student Council, Key 
Club, Spanish Club, 
SADD.
• Plans After High 
School: Attend college 
and major in Biology.

It will help “ It will help “ 
demonstrate 

my 
achievements 

in the 
classroom, 

my work ethic 
and the caliber 
of education I 

received.

BRADLEY HALLICK
PAHS SENIOR

Top PAHS scholars gain               
Stereotypes like book-

worm  and teacher’s 
pet come nowhere near 
characterizing the full per-
sonalities of these recent 
National Honor Society 
inductees. 
 They are varsity football 
captains, band members, 
Drama Club actors and 
publications’ editors. 
These students’ ambi-
tious attitudes are not lim-
ited to academics alone, 
but rather extend to every 
facet of their lives. 
 As Mr. Lynn Bodenberg, 
NHS induction speaker 
and English teacher, 
emphasized in his speech 
to the audience, all stu-
dents can learn from their 
example.
 Another important trait 
of these scholars is their 
drive to achieve suc-
cess in their academic 
futures. Plans to attend 
the nation’s top universi-
ties including Columbia 
and Stanford top their 
list of priorities. Settling 
has never been on their 
agendas.  
 While induction into the 
society certainly isn’t the 
only incentive to work-
ing hard in school, it is 
a helpful one, especially 
when it comes to apply-
ing to college.
 “It is an honor you can 
always carry with you in 
the future. When fi lling out 
college and job applica-
tions or creating a resumé, 
NHS is an achievement 
that makes you stand out 
and hopefully gives you 
enough recognition to 
achieve what you are ap-
plying for,” Kelsey Walters 
said.
 Whether the motiva-
tion was a spot on the 
honor roll, a bright future 
in college or a career, 
these students rose to the 
challenge of high school 
academics.
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• Plans After High 
School: Attend Purdue 
and major in Pharmacy.

Gregory Schuettler
• Son of:
William Jr. 
and Susan 
Schuettler
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Varsity Water Polo, Varsity 
Swimming, Spanish Club, 
Marching, Concert and 
Stage Bands.
• Plans after High 
School: Attend either 
Penn State, Kutztown, 
Lebanon Valley or West 
Chester and major in 
Music Education.

Heather Shappell
• Daughter 
of: John 
and Sharon 
Shappell

• Extracur-
ricular Ac-

tivities: SADD, Spanish 
Club, Sociedad Honoraria 
Hispanica, Hi-S-Potts
Coordinator, SADD, 
Enrichment.

• Plans After High 
School: Attend either 
West Chester, Penn State West Chester, Penn State W
or Pittsburgh and major in 
Secondary Education.

Kelsey Walters
• Daughter 
of: Harry and 
Ellen Walters
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities: 
Varsity Water 

Polo, Varsity Swimming, 
Key Club (Secretary), 
Spanish Club, Hi-S-Potts
Coordinator.

“

Desiree Kosmisky
• Daughter 
of: George 
Kosmisky 
and 
Carol Brady
• Extra-
curricular 

Activities: Varsity Soccer, 
Enrichment, Publications 
(Photography Editor), 
Quill and Scroll.
• Plans after High 
School: Attend college 
and major in either Phar-
macy or Chemistry.

Alicia Mercuri
• Son of:
Ronald and 
JoAnne 
Mercuri
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities: 

Key (Pres.) & Spanish 
Clubs (Sec.), Marching 
& Concert Bands (Sec.), 
AI∆, Student Council, 
SADD, Sociedad Hono-
raria Hispanica, Varsity 
Soccer (Captain).
• Plans after High
School: Attend Elizabeth-
town, DeSales or Ursinus 
and major in Biology and 
Pre-Med.

Maren Miller
• Daughter 
of: Ed and 
Tracy Miller
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:
German 

Club, Varsity Water Polo, 
Varsity Swimming, two 
black belts in Karate.
• Plans after High 
School: Attend ei-
ther Wagner, Maristner, Maristner  or 
Bucknell and major in 
Pre-Law.

Megan Miller
• Daughter 
of: Charles 
and Pattie 
Miller
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Varsity Water Polo, 
Varsity Swimming, AI∆ 
(Treasurer), Key Club 
(Treasurer), Spanish 
Club, Enrichment, 
Student Council.
• Plans after High 
School: Attend either 
Penn State or Villanova 
and major in Pre-Law.

Cody Milliman
• Son of:
Mike and 
Cindy Milli-
man
• Extra-
curricular 
Activi-

ties: Key Club, SADD, 
Spanish Club, Sociedad 
Honoraria Hispanica, 
Varsity Baseball, Varsity 
Football.
• Plans after High 
School: Attend college 
and major in Biochem-
istry or Biochemical 
Engineering.

Amanda Rennick
• Daughter 
of: Robert 
and Karen 
Rennick
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Student Council (Presi-
dent), Key Club (Board 
Member), Yearbook EIC, 
Spanish Club, SADD, 
AI∆, Varsity Soccer (Cap-
tain), Sociedad Hono-
raria Hispanica, Quill and 
Scroll.

• Plans after High 
School: Attend Duquesne, 
Penn State or the Univer-Penn State or the Univer-Penn State or
sity of Maryland and major 
in Physical Therapy or 
Pre-Med.

Samantha Wertz
• Daughter 
of: Lloyd 
and Joanne 
Wertz
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities:

Tide Lines Executive EIC, Tide Lines Executive EIC, Tide Lines
Wavelengths EIC, Peer Wavelengths EIC, Peer Wavelengths
Educators, Key Club, 
Marching and Concert 
Bands, Quiz Team, 
Aletheia Club, Quill and 
Scroll.
• Plans after High 
School: Attend Grove 
City or Susquehanna and 
major in Religion.

Matthew Zanis
• Son of:
Stephen and 
Christine 
Zanis
• Extra-
curricular 
Activities: 

Key Club, Spanish Club, 
Varsity Football, Track 
and Field, Guitar.
• Plans after High
School: Attend Pitts-
burgh and major in Physi-
cal Therapy or Vetercal Therapy or Vetercal Therapy or V inary 
Medicine.

It will help me 
in the future 

because all of 
the hard work 
and effort it 
took to get 

here will carry 
throughout 

college.

”DESIREE 
KOSMISKY

PAHS SENIOR

NHS academic recognition

See NHS page 7


