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It has been just over
20 years since the

doors of the John S.
Clarke Elementary
Center first opened.

Melding 10 neighbor-
hood schools into one
centralized location was
a bold yet much-needed
move by the Pottsville
Area School District. By
1980, the district’s
existing local buildings,
some of which dated
back more than 100
years, had become
outdated and were in
need of repairs to pass
state inspections.

In order to provide a
more sound education
for area children
without spending
taxpayers’ dollars on a
new building, the school
district purchased an
abandoned two-building
Phillips-Van Heusen
Corporation factory on
16th Street in Pottsville.

The choice was not
only economically
efficient, but it placed
the academic center and
elementary, middle and
high schools within
blocks of each other.

Structural renovations
were completed Novem-
ber 11, 1980, and the
school was open for
student use just two
years later.

Before going home for

the 1982 holiday recess,
the students boarded
school buses, each
carrying a bag filled
with books and personal
belongings from their
desks. They were taking
them to their new
school where they were
shown how to exit the
bus, enter the building
and find their way to
their new classrooms.

Over the vacation,
moving vans transported
furniture into the
building and teachers
set up their classrooms.

Principal Patricia
Pacenta, Superintendent
Dr. William Davidson
and school board
President John S.
Clarke, for whom the
school was named, were
waiting at the main
entrance for students
that first morning.

Though the school
has undergone adminis-
trative changes since
1982, approximately 25
of the school’s original
faculty members remain.

Mrs. Beth Boyer, who
taught at the Garfield
School prior to 1982,
dedicated a bulletin
board display to the
20th birthday of the JSC
Elementary Center. She
used birthday cakes to
represent each of the
years the school has
been in operation and
posted a photo of each

year’s class.
“It is important for

the children to learn the
history of our school
and to realize that we
came from many small
neighborhood schools,”
Mrs. Boyer said. “We
talked about the
similarities and differ-
ences between the small
schools and JSC.”

Notable differences
include the in-school
cafeteria and busing
system for all students.
At the neighborhood
schools, most pupils
walked to and from
school and went home
for lunch. Students are
now bussed or picked up
at the beginning and
end of each day and
going home for lunch is
not an option for full-
day students.

For a school-wide
celebration, the 1,030
pupil student body were

JSC celebrates 20 years of learningTideLines
•  PAHS Journalists
attend PSPA.
At this year’s Pennsylvania
School Press Association
conference held in
Harrisburg November 30,
2001, Pottsville Area School
District`s publications each
won All-State recognition
in their respective areas.
Tide Lines, Hi-S-Potts and
Expression Through
Creativity each won in their
category. Winners in the
on-the-spot contests
included: seniors Thomas
Schlitzer, first place in ad
design; Matthew Navitsky,
second place in yearbook
design; Brandon Duncan,
first place in yearbook
design; Vincent Cheng,
third place in cartooning
and third place in ad
design; and sophomore
Jenna Spinelle, first place
in newswriting.

•  PAHS seniors
receive award for
achievement.
Nine Pottsville Area High
School seniors attending
the Schuylkill Training and
Technology Centers in
Frackville and Marlin
received Outstanding
Senior Awards for their
achievement during the
first semester at the
schools. Frackville Center
winners were Eric Marmas,
Automotive Technology;
Matthew Murphy,
Commercial Printing; and
Sean D. Reager, Culinary
Arts. Marlin Center winners
were Anthony Penkauski,
Engineering and Mathemat-
ics; Robert Darosh,
Computer Technology;
Robert Brennan Jr.,

PAHS library
receives book
from WWII vets.2 4 PAHS seniors

begin applying for
scholarships. 6 Lengel holiday

concert delights
St. Joseph pupils. 8 Lengel sixth graders

artistically express
their patriotism.
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TRANSCENDING TIME — Just as students 20 years
ago, children today are still on a quest for knowledge.
Mrs. Pamela Purcell teaches an economics lesson, us-
ing the overhead projector. Mrs. Purcell and Mrs.
JoAnne Mercuri team teach first grade.

(Continued on page 7)

treated to cake with
each of their lunches.

“We saw January 4,
2002 as an opportunity
to celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the John
S. Clarke Elementary
Center and in so doing
to honor the man for
whom our elementary
center was named,”
Principal Paula Peron
said. “We want the
children to know that
their school was named
for a prominent,
respected community
leader.”

While alive, Clarke
played a vital role in
both his community and
its educational system.
He once said, “There is
nothing as important or
rewarding in this life as
helping a boy or girl.”

That philosophy lives
on today at John S.
Clarke Elementary
Center.

BY EMILY PERON

BYPAHS SENIOR



World War II veterans donate war
recollections to PAHS library
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SHARING MEMORIES OF WAR  – Members of the 159th Combat Battalion, Carl
Leibel, Russ Ruch, Jack Stitzer and Eli Hancher present head social studies teacher
Mr. Henry Larsen and librarian Mrs. Rose Kohutka with their book.

It seems that Septem-
ber 11 has sparked a

new interest in war
across the United
States. People now more
than ever are looking to
the past for clues about
what the future will
hold.

One of those clues
may lie in a book in the
PAHS library.

Members of the
Chapter of the 159th
Combat Engineer
Battalion presented
librarian Mrs. Rose
Kohutka and Principal
Mr. Charles Wagner with
the book in a short
ceremony held December
18, 2001.

Although World War II
ended over 50 years ago,
those who were involved
in it, including members
of the 159th battalion,
have many vivid
memories of their
experiences in battle.
These experiences led to
the formation of the
book.

“The book was
compiled after our unit

disbanded in 1945. It
was meant to commemo-
rate all of our experi-
ences in battle. The
book was originally
published in Antwerp,
Belgium and was given
to our men before they
returned to the United
States,” group secretary
Mr. Russell Ruch said.

After the war ended,
soldiers returned home
and got back to their
normal lives. They
started working, got
married, had children
and, in a sense, started
brand new lives.

Over time, however,
they were able to focus
more on the past and
became interested in
finding their friends
from long ago.

“Until 1988, there
was not anything done
to form what is now our
organization. In 1988,
myself, along with Jim
Murrary, Bob Wolfgang
and several other former
members of the battal-
ion got together. Our
first meeting was in the
Community Room of the
Schuylkill Mall. We had
23 members in atten-

dance,” Ruch said.
It was at this meeting

that the organization
named themselves the
Broad Mountain Chapter
of the 159th Battalion.

As they soon found
out, they were not the
only ones who were
looking to reunite.
There was also a group
in Birmingham, Ala-
bama. The two groups
met in Birmingham in
1988.

The Broad Mountain
chapter meets every
third Sunday of the
month. One of the
things that members do
at meetings is produce a
newsletter that is
delivered to original
battalion members every
month.

The newsletter
consists of information
about upcoming events,
updates on members as
well as a report of what
happened at each
meeting.

“We were able to do
research and find all
that we could of our
original 700 plus men.

We have a mailing today
of 263 people,” Ruch
said.

Another one of the
group’s projects is
making sure that each
member of the original
battalion receives a
copy of the book.

“Over the years, we
found that not all of the
members had received a
copy of the book. In an
effort to give everyone a
copy, we had it re-
printed at Eastern Press
in Pottsville,” Ruch said.
The PAHS library was

the  first in a series of
donations planned to
educate the community
about the battalion and
possibly find missing
members.

The group also plans
to donate a copy of the
book to the Pottsville
Public Library as well as
other libraries through-
out Schuylkill County.

“We hope to get a
book into every high
school in Schuylkill
County. Many of the
children in our schools
have grandparents or

other relatives that
served in the war.
Through reading the
book, they will get to
see what they did for
our country,” Ruch said.

Although World War II
took place in the 1940s,
the veterans see many
similarities between it
and the current was on
terrorism.

“The sneak attack on
Pearl Harbor and the
September 11 terrorist
attacks can both be
seen as sparks that lit
up our nation,” Ruch
said.

September 11 has also
brought the need for
people to enlist in the
military and serve the
U.S. Ruch offered
several words of advice
for those planning to
enlist after high school.

“I think that enlist-
ing in the service can be
a great learning experi-
ence for young people.
It not only builds
physical strength, but it
also builds mental
strength and character,”
he said.

621-2021
Evening Classes

Most Courses Three or Six Hours
Rates $20 to $50

Half Price Age 65 or older

POTTSVILLE AREA SCHOOL
DISTRICT

COMMUNITY
COMPUTER COURSES

BY JENNA SPINELLE

BY PAHS SOPHOMORE

For application or information call:
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and its reputation that made the students
care about the results of their performance.
They were determined to do well. They
worked harder than they had ever worked on
standardized tests that in the past had very
little effect on them.

Our middle school students were awarded
$73,724.00. This award money must be used
in some way to improve instruction that will
have a direct result on future scores. Teacher
input has been invited and various sugges-
tions are being entertained as to the future
use of this award money.

 We are proud of our students, our teach-
ers, and our administrators. They have been
challenged, and they rose to that challenge.
They are determined to defy demographics
and prove to the state and to themselves
that they are prepared to compete with
similar schools in the state and to do so
successfully.

Congratulations to the D.H.H. Lengel
Middle School students! You have once again
demonstrated your Crimson Tide Pride!

Dear Members of the Community,
Read the newspaper, watch the news,

listen to the radio, and you can’t avoid
hearing about test scores – student scores,
teacher scores, district scores. It’s
countywide, statewide, and now it’s even
nationwide. There’s no escaping it; our
students are going to have to be tested and
their results will be a tool to measure a
student’s success and the school district’s
success as well.

When we received our middle school
scores over the past three years, we were
thrilled but not surprised. We expected
steady improvement because we did every-
thing we could possibly do to encourage our
students to do their best on tests that,
beforehand, they might have considered
unimportant. Our administrators took the
time to meet with individual sections of
students to explain how important their test
results were not only to their own records
but also to ours. When teachers adminis-
tered the tests, they were certain to explain
the tests’ relevance and importance to the
students so that the students would under-
stand their seriousness.

Students took ownership in their tests
and in their school. It was their pride in
themselves and in their school, its image,

High test scores add up for D.H.H. Lengel

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Very truly yours,

When many
students think

about taking tests, they
complain about the
amount of studying they
know they will have to
do in order to achieve
the hightest possible
score. For the fifth and
eighth-graders at the
D.H.H. Lengel Middle
School, the hours of
seemingly endless
studying paid off,
literally.

They, along with 11th-
grade students, took the
Pennsylvania System of
School Assessment
(PSSA) tests in April,

We are proud
of our

students, our
teachers, and

our
administrators.

They have
been

challenged,
and they rose

to that
challenge.

DR. JAMES T.
GALLAGHER ,

SUPERINTENDENT
”

“

2001. Their scores so
improved over recent
years that the Pottsville
Area School District is
going to receive $73,724.

Superintendent James
T. Gallagher said that
Pottsville Area is one of
just six districts in the
state to receive the
Governor’s Achievement
Award. In order to
qualify for the award, the
district has to have
improved its eighth grade
test scores three years in
a row. The award resulted
in $25,000 for the
school.

The fifth-graders did
70 points better in their
math and reading scores

from last year, which
earned the school
$28,110. The eighth-
graders increased their
scores by 50 points and
earned another $20,614
for the district.

“Some suggestions
have been made on how
to spend the money.
We’d like to improve
what we teach and how
we teach it,” Principal
Mr. Edward L. Hauck
said.

The PSSA tests are
often used to rank the
school districts in the
state. Considering this,
the administration and
staff at Lengel looked at
how the test is given as

part of a breakdown of
it.

The state allows a
three-week window
during which each school
district can decide when
it will administer the
tests. They can be given
in one day or throughout
a week or more.

“Having the students
take the whole test in
one sitting does not
enhance their scores. It
would require several
consecutive hours, and
young students often
have difficulty staying
focused for such a long
period of time,”
Gallagher said.

The tests were also

studied for content by
the staff and administra-
tion, and ideas that were
repeated throughout
past tests were added to
the curriculum.

Gallagher gave credit
for the improved test
scores to Hauck and vice
principal, Mr. Charles R.
Underwood.

“We’re very proud of
the kids. They’re the
ones who took the tests
and achieved the scores,”
Hauck said.

Gallagher hopes the
students in the district
will continue to improve
upon their scores.

“I know we can and
will do better,” he said.

BY BRIDGET FREILER

BY PAHS SOPHOMORE

Testing proves beneficial for Lengel
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Ever since I
was ten I

wanted to be a
doctor when I

graduated.
After attending
Pennsylvania
Governor’s
School for

Health Care
this past

summer, my
dream became

cemented.

PAHS students  nominated for

”

MEGAN SEMEROD
PAHS SENIOR

“

BY MARIAN SMITH

BY PAHS JUNIOR

Top PAHS students under
consideration for awards.

SCHOLARSHIP NOMINEES — Front Row : Megan Gabardi, Sara Cromyak, Mrs. Mary
Ellen Setlock, PAHS director of guidance. Back Row : Megan Semerod, Rachael
Clauser.
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Pottsville Area High
School has some of

the brightest students
around. Every year
students here receive
many different honors
and scholarships to
prove this fact. This
year has been no
different.

PAHS students are
following in the foot-
steps of previous ones
by applying for and
winning scholarships,
honors and awards in
many different areas,
including academics, art
and leadership.

One such scholar is
Megan Semerod. She is
the daughter of Keith
and Mary Beth Semerod
of Pottsville and is a
senior.

Megan plans to attend
Hamilton College and
major in Biochem/Pre-
Medicine and minor in
advertising. She is one
of Pottsville‘s nominees
for the National Honor
Society Scholarship.

Semerod is involved
in many clubs and
extracurricular activities
including Pennsylvania
Governor’s School for
Health Care, secretary of
National Honor Society,
former editor-in-chief of
Wavelengths, secretary
of Student Council,
executive editor-in-chief
of the yearbook,
marching and concert
bands, president of Peer
Educators, peer tutor,
Quill and Scroll Journal-
ism Society, French
Club, and French Honor
Society.

“Ever since I was ten I

wanted to be a doctor
when I graduated. After
attending Pennsylvania
Governor‘s School for
Health Care this past
summer my dream
became cemented. In
order to practice
medicine, however, I
will need to attend
school for over a decade
after I graduate from
high school. In order to
achieve this dream, I
will need to spend over
$100,000 on my educa-
tion — this is where
scholarships come in.
While I‘m still unde-
cided about the exact
college I’m attending, I
hope to receive a good
financial aid package.”
Semerod said.

Another outstanding
student is senior Emily
Peron of Pottsville. She
is the daughter of Frank
and Paula Peron. She is
planning to attend
Butler University and

major in Pharmacy. She
is a semifinalist for the
Coca-Cola Scholarship
and is also one of the
nominees for the
National Honor Society
Scholarship.

Emily is involved in
many clubs and activi-
ties, which include co-
captain of the girls’
varsity tennis team,
executive editor-in-chief
of Tide Lines, secretary
of Alpha Iota Delta,
Enrichment Club,
president of Interact
Club, Peer Educators,
Schuylkill County
Community Contact,
Spanish Club, marching,
concert, and stage
bands; concert choir,
altar server at St. John
the Baptist Germany
Catholic Church,
Wavelengths staff writer,
2001 American Music
Abroad, 2000-2002 PA
School Press Association
Executive Board, 2000
PA Governor’s School for
the Agricultural Sci-
ences, 1999 Walter F.
Jones Scholar Athlete
Team Award, 2001 Xerox
Award, 2000 Hugh
O’Brian Ambassador,
Spanish Honor Society,
Quill and Scroll Journal-
ism Honor Society, and
Wendy‘s High School
Heisman National
Nominee.

“It’s exciting to think
that I am one of 2,000
students in the nation
to be selected as a
semifinalist for the Coca
Cola Scholars Program.
With 91,000 students
applying, the initial
odds against me were
great and, as I compete
to make the final 250,
the competition is only

Wavelengths4 FEATURE



MONEY MATTERS — Senior Emily Peron fills out one of her scholarship forms for
college. These forms are often long and tiresome but are essential for the college
bound.
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prestigious scholarships
going to get tougher. I
am honored to have
made it to this point
and, even if I don’t
qualify for the scholar-
ship competition in
Atlanta, I won’t be
disappointed. I feel
pressure, but it’s not
overwhelming. I just
have to hope that the
things I feel passionate
about and have worked
to accomplish are
enough to carry me into
the finals. I appreciate
the fact that Coca Cola
bases its selections on
volunteerism, academics
and extracurriculars
rather than focusing on
just one aspect of a
student. I have chal-
lenged myself in school
and worked hard in the
community, and receiv-
ing recognition like this
makes me realize just
how much my efforts are
paying off and making a
difference. It’s stressful
waiting to find out
whether or not I will be
going to Georgia in
April, but it’s still
rewarding to know that
I am among such a
select few even at this
point,” Peron said.

Senior Sara Cromyak
is yet another student
who will be receiving an
honor this year. Her
parents are Theresa and
George Cromyak of
Pottsville. She is
planning on majoring in
Chemistry. Sara is the
school nominee for the
U.S. Senate Youth
Program. The clubs and
activities that she is
involved in include
secretary of Aletheia
Club, secretary of
German Club, Delta

Epsilon Phi, Yearbook
Business Coordinator,
class secretary since her
sophomore year, and
secretary of Interact
Club.

“I applied for this
scholarship because I
really had fun at the
Pennsylvania Student
Council Association
Conference. One of the
reasons why I was
picked to go to this was
because I have been a
class officer. While I was
there, we introduced a
bill and we learned
about the state govern-
ment. It was so much
fun I decided to go into
this area of study. The
money was another
reason why I tried for
this honor,” Cromyak
said.

Another teen nomi-
nated for a scholarship
this year is Rachael
Clauser. She is the
daughter of Frank and
Sandra Clauser of
Pottsville.

Rachael is planning
on attending Penn State

University and majoring
in Biobehavioral Health.
She is the school
nominee for the DAR
Scholarship.

Her activities include
Sign Language Club,
treasurer of Ecology
Club, president of
Aletheia Club, vice
president of concert
choir, chorale, lector and
youth group president
at St. John the Baptist
German Catholic Church,
Senior Prom Committee,
Theater Group, and
karate.

“There were three
seniors selected from a
faculty poll for this
scholarship. They were
voted on by the stu-
dents. Qualifications for
this include having
respect and being
respected, displaying
patriotism, honesty,
good academic habits,
and the concern to help
others,” Clauser said.

Megan Gabardi is also
the recipient of an
award. Her parents are
Max and Diana Gabardi

of Pottsville. She is this
year’s nominee for the
Hugh O‘Brian Leadership
Award.

Megan is involved in
many clubs and activi-
ties including Key Club
where she is on the
board of directors,
German Club, Aletheia
Club, vice president of
her class, track and
field, cross country and
swimming.

“I tried for this award
because I thought it was
a good chance to show
my leadership in my
community and school.
Because I received this
honor I will be attend-
ing the HOBY leadership
seminar in Millersville,”
Gabardi said.

These outstanding
scholars dedicated their
high school careers to
pursuing rigorous
courses, community
service and leadership
roles in extracurricular
activities. Scholarships
will provide a financial
stepping stone to
college.

I have
challenged
myself in

school and
worked hard in
the community,
and receiving
recognition

like this makes
me realize just
how much my

efforts are
paying off and

making a
difference.

”

EMILY PERON
PAHS SENIOR

“
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Lengel music brings joy to all

The sounds of Christ-
      mas could be heard
loud and clear in the
auditorium of the
D.H.H. Lengel Middle
School the morning of
December 21.

The members of the
middle school band,
directed by Mr. Michael
Ryan, and choir, led by
Mrs. Kim Rismiller,
performed for the
children of St. Joseph
Center. Twenty-one
students came to Lengel
to hear the band and
choir present several
pieces from each of
their holiday concerts.

Mr. Ryan had one
student from each music
section demonstrate
their instrument so that

the audience could hear
the sound that each
instrument produces. He
also explained the
families of instruments
and how they are
related. Mr. Ryan also
talked about the
woodwinds, brass and
percussion.

Ryan explained how
he conducts, how beats
are used to keep the
band together and how
a conductor uses the
score.

“The score contains
the music for every
instrument that the kids
are playing, it helps me
keep track of what the
music should sound
like,” Mr. Ryan said.

The students were
free to ask questions.
One pupil asked how

IN TUNE — The Lengel Band instrumentalists of the
clarinet section play a holiday selection for their visitors.
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December – a month
       many students
anticipate due to the
Christmas holiday.
However, the students in
Mrs. Marilou Hoppe’s
fifth grade class learned
that Christmas was not
the only holiday
celebrated in this time

Kwanzaa and Hanukkah celebrations
at Lengel inform fifth grade classes

period.
Mrs. Hoppe invited

members of the commu-
nity into her class to
acknowledge the lesser
known holiday celebra-
tions.

Mrs. Majorie Cotler
came to discuss the
Jewish holiday Hanuk-
kah and the Reverend
Darnell Golphin and his

family gave the kids a
presentation on the
African-American
celebration of Kwanzaa.

Hanukkah was the
first celebration to
occur.

Mrs. Cotler conducted
her assembly on the first
day of the celebration –
December 10.

In her presentation

she discussed with the
students the history of
the holiday and how it’s
celebrated.

She brought with her
a familiar symbol of
Hanukkah, the
menorah.

The celebrated candle
holder houses nine
candles, one for each

PHOTO BY AMANDA DUDISH

BY DREW PAVLICK

BY PAHS JUNIOR

(Continued on page 7)

long Mr. Ryan had to go
to school to be a music
teacher.

“I went to Penn State
and majored in music, I
later went on to get my
Master’s Degree in music
teaching at West
Chester; it was nine
years of school total,”
he said.

Mrs. Rismiller then
had the choir perform
several musical selec-
tions from their
holiday concert. She
explained that the choir
is much like the band
except instead of
instruments the kids use
their voice.

“Much like Mr. Ryan I
use a score with all of
the music the kids are
singing and I conduct to
keep everyone together
while singing,” Mrs.
Rismiller said.

Former Lengel teacher
Mrs. Marie Flynn was at
the performance with
several other instructors
from St. Joseph Center
with the children.

“We’re grateful to
Pottsville Area School
District for putting on
this Christmas concert.
The children were very
excited to see both the
band and the choir,”
Mrs. Flynn said.

BY MEGAN SEMEROD

     PAHS SENIOR

The members
of the D.H.H.
Lengel band

and choir
performed

multiple
selections
from their

holiday
concerts for

the children of
St. Joseph

Center.

ON KEY — Members of the choir perform songs from
their concert for students from St. Joseph Center while
keeping one eye on Director Mrs. Kim Rismiller.
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•  PAHS Business
students attend FBLA
conference.
PAHS Future Business
Leaders of America members
attended the annual Region
23 Spring Leadership
Conference January 29, 2002
at Bloomsburg University.
Approximately 400 students
from the 11 schools that
participated were in
attendance.

Five of the PAHS students
are eligible for the state
competition. Pottsville swept
the Accounting 2 event with
Joy Motley, first place;
Carissa Bercher, second place;
and Alicia Collins, third
place. In Word Processing 2,
Hope Mease placed first and
in Economics Stacey McCabe
placed first. All are seniors at
PAHS. The winners will
compete in the Pennsylvania
State Leadership Conference
April 8, 9 and 10 at Seven
Springs Resort, Champion,
PA.

Kwanzaa and Hanukkah celebrations
(Continued from page 6)

night of the eight day
celebration and a ninth,
the shamash, which is
lit for all eight nights.

As part of the
observance, the class
also heard a Hanukkah
song and enjoyed a
feast of the traditional
latkes, potato pancakes.

“My favorite part of
Hanukkah was the songs
we heard,” fifth grader
Nick Burock said.

Since the Kwanzaa
holiday occurred over
winter break, from
December 26 to January
1, Reverend Golphin, his
family, and Pottsville
Area High School senior
Chariteé Alexander met
with the students
December 19.

Like Mrs. Cotler,
Reverend Golphin’s
presentation included
how the holiday came
about and how the
African-American
community celebrates
the week-long occasion.

Since Kwanzaa is
rooted in the first
harvest celebration of
various cultures in

Africa, many fruits are
traditionally eaten
during the celebration.

Reverend Golphin also
brought the green, red
and black candles which
are representative of the
holiday and the culture,
green standing for the
land, red for blood and
black for the black
people.

Mrs. Hoppe’s idea for
the presentations came
from the recent terror-
ism attacks on our
country.

“We wanted the
children to have
exposure to the other
holidays in December.
[The presentations]
were focused on accep-
tance and tolerance of
other cultures and
religions especially with
the recent September 11
tragedy,” Mrs. Hoppe
said.

The programs were
also popular with the
students.

“Kwanzaa was my
favorite holiday because
you get small gifts for
seven days,” fifth grader
Curtis Westcoat said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MRS. MARILOU HOPPE

CELEBRATION - Senior Chariteé Alexander explains
what it is like to celebrate Kwanzaa as a teenage girl.
She also discussed the traditional foods eaten and
clothes worn during the holiday.

•  December issue
correction.
In the story ‘Every penny

featured in the December
issue of Wavelengths, there
were two errors. First, the
children did not solicit
companies to donate money to
their fund. Second, Cass Tire
should have been Ken`s Tire.
We regret these errors.

TRADITION — The Rev.
Darnell Golphin and his
family display the
traditional colors, food,
clothing and candles for
the holiday of Kwanzaa
for the fifth graders.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MRS. MARILOU HOPPE

Carpentry; Brandon Boyer,
Welding; Gerald Williams,
Plumbing/Heating; and
Steven Mattera, Electricity.
Each received an achieve-
ment certificate during a
special assembly held in
January.

Several D.H.H. Lengel students
participated in the “Is
Freedom Really Free?” essay
contest conducted by the
veterans of Foreign War Post
129. Winners included Leslie
Antolick, Drew Dudish, Valerie
Hughes, Joseph Maley, Alicia
Mercuri, Brandon Mohl, Dana
Osburn, Eric Rajchel, Maria
Rinaldo and Tyler Seroka.

All essays were forwarded to
the distict level where Valerie
Hughes’ essay earned first
place and Alicia Mercuri
earned second. Both essays
will now be forwarded to state
competition.

•  Lengel students
participate in essay
contest.

Members of the PAHS Concert
Choir were recently selected to
participate in Schuylkill
County Chorus. These included
seniors Rachael Clauser, Mary
Ellen Keyes, Angela Laplaca,
Christy Murray, Allison Pauly,
David Krater, Kyle Snyder and
Dan Woznisky; juniors Tiffiny

•  PAHS students
selected for County
Chorus.

Brower, Meghan Jones, Keri
Nestlerode, Michquelena
Potlunas, Marian Smith, Erin
Tranquillo and Brian
Stabinsky; sophomores
Cortney Green, Sarah Lambert,
Lori Mazloom and James
Humphrey.

Junior Meghan Jones was
also selected to perform in
District  Chorus February 7,8,
and 9, 2002 at Bethlehem
Liberty High School. Meghan
is the daughter of John E. III
and Beth Jones of Pottsville.

counts for victims,’ which was
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Lengel sixth graders express
their patriotism through art
BY DANIELLE WARD
BY PAHS SENIOR

PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIDSON

Patriotism – devo-
tion to or strong

love for one`s country.
After September 11th,
this word was on the
minds of people across
the country. Manifesta-
tions of patriotism could
be seen on front
porches, windows, car
bumpers, store fronts,
and clothing. To this
day, Americans every-
where are displaying
their love and support
of the United States
with flags and t-shirts.

Seeing how their
fellow citizens stepped
up to the plate, D.H.H.
Lengel art teacher, Mrs.
JoAnne Doyle and her
sixth grade students
were inspired to show
support in their own

way.
Under Mrs. Doyle`s

direction, the pupils
designed their own
patriotic pins. The pins
were constructed using
cardboard layers and
decorated in red, white
and blue patterns and
designs.

Acrylic paints were
used to create the
designs and the backs of
the pins were attached
with a hot glue gun.

They were then
varnished for protec-
tion. To remember the
year, 2001 was written
on the backs of the
pins. Designs included
fireman hats, hearts,
flags, eagles, peace
signs, twin towers, I
Love NY, USA, doves,
army tanks and stars.

After the pins were

finished, the students
displayed them on their
bookbags and shirts.
   The pins were also
displayed at the school
and photographed. This
resulted in an art
magazine offering to
publish the photographs
of the pins.
   One of the best parts
of this unique project
was the attitude of the
youngsters toward what
they were doing.

Scott Delenick said, “I
had fun making the
pins. It was a good way
to show we care about
our country.”

“They were fun to
make. It was a fun and
creative way to show my
patriotism,” Lauren
Schaffer said.
   During the process of
creating the pins, Mrs.

Doyle took the time to
ask her pupils what
patriotism was and what
it meant to them. They
had in class discussions
about patriotism in
order to help the
students better express

their feelings in their
pin designs.

The creative process
of making the pins
proved to be a good way
to help the children and
others cope with the
September 11 attack.

SHOWING THEIR PATRIOTISM — Sixth graders
Ashley Brignola, Katie Glosser and James Kruss
decorate their pins in art class. They made these pins
to support the victims of the September 11 attacks on
the World Trade Centers and the Pentagon.
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