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Thursday January 31, 
2008 was a special 

day for the kindergarten 
students at the John S. 
Clarke Elementary Center 
because it marked a 
milestone for them — the 
100th day of their educa-
tion.
 The students in Room 
101, such as six-year-old 
Wesley Evans, could be 
found sitting quietly at 
his desk coloring a crown 
that read “Happy 100th 
Day of School!”
 Room 101 was not 
always so quiet however, 
because the kindergart-
ners were working on a 
special project for the 
past several weeks.

  To commemorate this 
special occasion for the 
100th Day of School, 
kindergarten teacher 
Mrs. Judith Trout decided 
to begin a community 
service project with 
her class. Her students 
worked very hard in the 
days leading up to the 
100th day of school to 
collect 100 items for pets 
to be donated to the lo-
cal SPCA.
 “We started the col-
lection solely in my 
classroom last year. The 
collection was such a 
success that this year I 
asked Mrs. Ney [Prin-
cipal Mrs. Paula Ney] if 
we could get the whole 
grade level involved,” 
Mrs. Trout said.
 Each kindergarten 

classroom’s goal was to 
collect 100 items, but 
many surpassed that 
number, including Mrs. 
Trout’s classroom. Their 
grand total was 187 
items for the pets.
 The students brought 
in several varieties of 
items ranging from food 
to kennel supplies.
 “Our moms and dads 
bought stuff for the 
SPCA like dog, cat and 
bunny food, and we 
bring it in and Mrs. Trout 
writes a ‘thank you’ note 
to them,” kindergartner 
Alexis Ziajka said.
 Kindergarten student 
Jordyn Derbes decided 
the animals needed to be 
warm and clean also.
 “I brought in towels 
and blankets and food,” 

Derbes said. “I brought a 
big bowl for the dogs to 
eat their food from.”
 The students didn’t 
simply just bring in the 
items; either at the very 
beginning or end of the 
day, Mrs. Trout would 
have the students sort 
the items and use them 
in a learning way. For 
example, as the students 
sorted the items, they 
would have to tell Mrs. 
Trout what color and 
shape each article was. 
 Mrs. Trout began the 
project because she felt 
her pupils were very in-
terested in their pets and 
the youngsters shared 
a special bond with 
animals.
 “I really like helping 
animals and donating 
things to the SPCA,” 
kindergartner Courtney 
Ridge said.
 Tentatively, the project 
was to end January 31, 
but Mrs. Trout said dona-
tions would always be 
more than welcome.
 SPCA representatives 
visited each classroom 
that participated to col-
lect the donated goods.
 Overall, Mrs. Trout 
believed that the pro-
gram was a success, and 
hopes to continue the 
project in future years 
to help students com-
memorate the 100th day 
of school.
 “It was amazing how 
the families opened up 
their hearts to help the 
animals,” she said.

By: KATELYNN HRANCHOCK

PAHS SENIOR

Scholastic achievement 
Senior Katie Zwiebel was 
named a winner in the  
national Comcast Leaders & 
Achievers Scholarship compe-
tition. She will receive a $1000 
scholarship.
  Seniors Jamie Wang and 
Alanna Durkin have been 
named National Merit Scholar-
ship finalists.
 In addition, the following 
Pottsville Area High School 
students have been nominated 
to represent the school in 
state and national scholarship 
competitions:
 Amanda Markovich, Coca 
Cola Scholarship Semi-final-
ist and Principal’s Leadership 
Award.
 Joseph Kurtek and Scott De-
lenick, National Honor Society.
 Joseph Kurtek, Prudential 
Spirit of Community and Toyota 
Scholarship.
 Elizabeth Puddu, Sons of 
the American Revolution Good 
Citizenship.
 Winners will be announced 
in March.

Journalists earn honors
 In the 2008 Scholastic and 
Collegiate Keystone Press 
Awards sponsored by the 
Pennsylvania Newspaper Foun-
dation, several PAHS Tide Lines 
newspaper editors and staff 
won awards. These awards 
will be presented March 12 at 
the America East Conference 
in Hershey at a luncheon cer-
emony. This marks the fourth 
year that Pottsville has had 
winners in the competition.
 The winners include:
• Susan Cheng, first place, 
Cartoon/Graphic Illustration
• Artie DiCasimirro, Nate Houtz, 
Sean Brennan, Vince Mucci, 
Katelynn Hranchock, Allie 
Raring, Hannah Rittle, Joseph 
Kurtek, Samantha McDonald, 
Kate Zimmerman; first place; 
Layout and Design
• Robert Bechtel, first place; 
Web Site
• Logan Muldowney, second 
place; Review
• Jocelyn Blum, honorable 
mention; Feature Photo

PHOTO BY NATASHA WOISKI

GOLD CROWN  —  Coloring in his crown for the 100th day celebration, kindergartner Jason 
Walker prepares for the special events.



Wavelengths2 Wavelengths 3FEBRUARY 2008 FEBRUARY 2008Wavelengths2 Wavelengths 3FEBRUARY 2008 FEBRUARY 2008

Dear Members of the Community,

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Musicians honored

Leopold Stokowski 
said, “A painter paints 

pictures on canvas, but 
musicians paint their 
pictures on silence.”
 Six PAHS musicians did 
just that as they par-
ticipated in three honor 
festivals.
 Seniors Kate Zimmer-
man, Mark O’Reilly, Frank 
Muscara and Lawrence 
Major, and junior Michael 
Fries qualified for the 
District X and Region V 
Band Festivals.
 To qualify for regions, 
the musicians had to 
obtain a high score at 
the re-audition during 
districts. All placements 

PHOTO BY HANNAH SPECE

Pottsvilleʼs Board of Education works as a team

By: Katelynn Hranchock

  PAHS Senior

 It is very appropriate that one of the primary 
focuses of this issue of Wavelengths is the 
Pottsville Area School District Board of Education.  
We in Pottsville are very fortunate to be led by such 
a dedicated and caring group of citizens who have 
one goal in mind, and that is to provide the best 
possible education for the students of our district.
 Serving as a member of the school board 
requires attendance at two monthly meetings and 
additional committee meetings throughout the 
month depending on the number of committees 
on which each board member serves.  However, 
the commitment doesn’t end there.  One can see 
our board members at athletic events, musical 
concerts, banquets, assembly programs, pep 
rallies and many other school district-sponsored 
functions.  
 On our current board, we have representatives 
from many different facets of our community, and 
each of these representatives has contact with 
hundreds of people in their daily routine.  Members 
of our community freely offer suggestions and 
advice to our board members, who, in turn, present 
these ideas at board meetings for consideration.  
All of our board members are approachable people 
who are proud to be a part of our system and to 
represent you, the taxpayers and the builders of 
our school district.
 Several members themselves are PAHS 

graduates, and others are parents and 
grandparents of our graduates.  Some are your 
neighbors; others might attend your church.  Each 
one of them is an active member of our community 
who is willing to represent each of the taxpayers of 
our district.  
 It is my opinion that the most valuable attribute 
for our Board of Education is their willingness to 
work as a team to confront every problem in order 
to get the job done well.  Of course, it is politics 
that elects them to our board, but it is very evident 
that once elected, each of our board members is 
willing to shed his or her political background and 
work not as a politician but as the most effective 
contributor to our district that he or she can 
possibly be.
 The next time you attend a school function with 
your child, make a point to introduce your son 
or daughter to one of our school directors.  Our 
board members and I are interested not only in 
your ideas or concerns but also in the comments 
and suggestions of your child.  Teachers, 
administrators, parents, school directors and 
students working together will continue to make 
the Pottsville Area School District a symbol of 
excellence in our county.
  Sincerely,

EDUCATION LEADERS  —  The members of the PASD 
Board of Education and administrative team include: 
seated — Dr. Jack T. Dolbin, vice president; Mrs. Cindy M. 
Petchulis, member; Mr. William J. Zimmerman, president;  
Ms. Karen E. Rismiller, Esq.; Dr. Gary A. Cortese, member. 
Standing  — Mr. Richard Thornburg, Esq., solicitor; Mr. 
David J. Delenick, secretary/business manager; Mr. Scott 
Krater, member; Mr. John F. Boran, treasurer; Dr. William 
R. Davidson, member; Dr. Michael D. Smink, member; Dr. 
James T. Gallagher, superintendent.

DISTRICT ORCHESTRA  —  Junior Amarpreet 
Ahluwalia and senior Mark O’Reilly 
represented Pottsville at the District X 
Orchestra Festival held at Southern Lehigh 
High School January 25-27.
 To qualify for the orchestra festival, the 
musician had to ob tain a high ranking at 
the District X Band audition, which was 
held at Parkland High School.
 This marked the second trip to the 
orchestra festival for both Ahluwalia, a 
percussionist, and O’Reilly, a bassoonist.

DISTRICT AND REGION BAND – Five members of the 
PAHS Concert Band were selected for the PMEA 
District X Band Festival which was held at Schuylkill 
Valley High School January 9-12. They included:  
FRONT ROW: Kate Zimmerman, French horn; and 
junior Michael Fries, French horn. BACK ROW: seniors 
Frank Muscara, trombone;  Mark O’Reilly, bassoon; 
Lawrence Major, baritone saxophone. All of the 
instrumentalists were also selected for the PMEA 
Region V Band Festival which was held February 20-
23 at Shippensburg High School.

were based on the 
scores earned there and, 
according to the musi-
cians, the competition 
was very tough. District 
band seatings are rated 
as very selective and re-
gionals narrow the group 
even more.
 “It is an incredible 
accomplishment for 
Pottsville to have five 
musicians qualify for 
Region Band,” O’Reilly 
said.
 According to Director 
Mr. Richard Fries, having 
such a large number of 
students qualify is an 
oddity.
 Junior Amarpreet Ah-
luwalia also participated 
in the District X Orches-
tra festival. 

PAHS Band members prepare for march down Main Street
By: Susan Cheng

  PAHS Sophomore

This is the event to 
which everyone has 

been looking forward. It’s 
the event that the march-
ing band, cheerleaders, 
majorettes and flags have 
all been anticipating for 
months.
 “My friends and I have 
started a countdown to 
Disney, and I’ve request-
ed off of work already. 
I’m really excited,” senior 
Sammie McIllwain said.
 Every four years, the 
band and the band front 
have the opportunity 
to take a trip to Disney 
World. From the fourth to 
the eighth of March, the 
marching band, cheer-
leaders and band front 
will be spending their 
days in Disney World. 
 In Disney’s Magic 
Kingdom, the band and 
the band front will be 
marching in the “Disney 
Dreams Come True Pre-
Parade down Main Street 
in the Magic Kingdom.

 “I’m really excited to 
march in the parade. It’s 
definitely a once in a life 
time opportunity to en-
tertain and make music 
at the happiest place on 
earth,” junior Miranda 
Hahner said. 
 The group has been 
preparing for this trip 
since 2004. They’ve sold 
candles and coupon 
books among many 
fund-raisers. 
 “The band is work-
ing to organize both 
transportation for the trip 
and working on music 
for the Disney parades. 
Although there are many 
factors involved, it is also 
very enjoyable. The band 
is excited for the entire 
trip because it is a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to go with a group like 
this,” junior Michael Fries 
said.
 Participants are not 
only practicing songs 
and routines, but are also 
taking time to shop for 
necessities for this trip.
 “The entire majorette 

squad and I are practic-
ing very hard for the 
parade, but personally, 
I’m just going shopping 
and counting down the 
days,” sophomore Caitlyn 
McDemus said.
 All the advisers of the 
groups are also traveling 
to Disney.

 “I went on this trip 
when I was a junior in 
high school, and every-
one had a great time. 
This trip is fun for both 
the students and the 
advisers that are going. 
It’s a great opportunity 
for the squad to bond 
in a stress free environ-

ment,” Ms. Selena Egan, 
the cheerleading coach, 
said.
 “I’m excited because 
we get to go on a vaca-
tion, be in an awesome 
parade and spend time 
with our friends and 
Mickey,” junior Breana 
Martin said.

HELLO MICKEY — The members of the PAHS Marching Band and cheerleading squads will be parading 
down Main Street in Disney World.
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Scott D. Krater (Member)

Spouse/Children: Deniece; David, Stephen

Education: Pennsylvania State University, two years

Occupation: Director, Schuylkill County 9-1-1 Center

Hobbies: golf, vacations to the Caribbean, watching various sports, swimming

Why did you decide to run for the school board?
“... to give back to the school district which I graduated from and be a part of moving the district 
forward into all the challenges facing public education.”

Dr. William R. Davidson (Member)

Spouse/Children: Ruth; three children

Education: B.A., College of William and Mary; Masters in Education, Temple University; Doctor in Edu-
cation, Temple University

Occupation: Former superintendent, PASD; Current Assistant Professor, Pennsylvania State Schuylkill 
Campus

Hobbies: reading newspapers, collecting baseball cards, attending school events

Why did you decide to run for the school board?
“I have been involved in education my entire life, most of them in the Pottsville Area School District. 
Therefore, in order to remain involved with the Pottsville Area schools, I ran for the school board.”

Dr. Michael D. Smink (Member)

Spouse/Children: Marcia; Andrew, Hadley, Tucker

Education: B.A. Princeton University; Doctorate/Graduate degree, University of Pennsylvania

Occupation: Dentist

Hobbies: family, reading, outdoor activities — athletics, gardening, fishing. 

Why did you decide to run for the school board?
“Having grown up through the Pottsville School District, I appreciate the education and experiences 
that I was afforded. I simply would like to help in any way I can to make sure that students not only 
have the same opportunities I did, but hopefully even better opportunities to further enrich their lives.”

Dr. Jack Dolbin (Vice  President)

Spouse/Children: Jane; Joshua, Jill, Rachel, Christian

Education: B.S., Wake Forest University; B.S., National University; D.C. Na-
tional College of Chiropractic

Occupation: Chiropractor

Hobbies: aviation, bicycle riding

Why did you decide to run for the school board?
“...  to preserve the tradition, history and excellence of education and ath-
letics in the PASD.”

John F. Boran (Treasurer)

Spouse/Children: Michelle; Molly, Meghan

Education: B.S. in Business Administration, Bloomsburg University

Occupation: General Manager, Bon-Ton Stores Inc., Frackville, PA

Hobbies: golf, swimming, spending time with family

Why did you decide to run for the school board?
“... to help further a successful education institution.”

Cindy Petchulis (Member)

Spouse/Children: Brad; Bradley, Eddie

Education: R.N. diploma, Pottsville Hospital School of Nursing; B.S.N., Kutztown University
  
Occupation: R.N. Administrator at Providence Place Retirement Community

Hobbies: running, reading, sports

Why did you decide to run for the school board?
“... to help continue with the efforts of the past and present school board. Pottsville Area is a great 
school district and I’m proud to be a part of it.”

Karen E. Rismiller, Esquire (Member)

Spouse/Children: Kurt; Derek, Kyle

Education: B.A., Political Science and German, Albright College; Juris Doctorate, Villanova University 
School of Law

Occupation: self-employed attorney; Solicitor for Schuylkill County Children and Youth Services

Hobbies: gardening, traveling, reading, Philadelphia Eagles football fan

Why did you decide to run for the school board?
“As a parent of two children in the district, it was important to become involved in the administration 
because of the challenges facing the district. I look forward to continuing the diligent work of the pre-
vious directors.”

Gary A. Cortese, D.P.M. (Member)

Spouse/Children: Catherine; Danielle, Lindsey, Patrick, Beth, Maeve

Education: B.S., University of Maryland; Illinois College of Podiatric Medicine

Occupation: Podiatrist

Hobbies: golf, skiing, sports cars, going to the beach with the family

Why did you decide to run for the school board?
“... to maintain the excellent work of my predecessors.”

Pottsville Area School 
Board Members

With the retirement of Mrs. Agnes Reiley, Mrs. Peggy Jaeger and Mr. Patrick Murphy, new faces were elected 
to serve as directors of the Pottsville Area School Board. The nine dedicated professionals serving on the 
board are profiled here.

William J. Zimmerman (President)

Spouse/Children: Catherine; Kate

Education: B.A. in Public Service, Pennsylvania State University; Graduate 
study in education, Johns Hopkins University, Harvard University

Occupation: Retired administrator and lecturer – Pennsylvania State 
University

Hobbies: reading, antiques, local history, family activities

Why did you decide to run for the school board?
“... to maintain the district’s quality academic and extra-curricular 
programs and keep the district on a sound financial basis.”

”

“ I ran for 
the school 
board to 

preserve the 
tradition, 

history and 
excellence 

of education 
and athletics 
in the PASD.

DR. JACK 
DOLBIN

VICE PRESIDENT
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Senior wins $10,000 Horatio Alger scholarship Class project focuses on repairing books for the needy
By: JENNIFER DAVIS

PAHS SOPHOMORE

PHOTO BY CHELSEY CULBERT

SCAN  —  Flipping through the pages of a donated book, Quinn 
McPhillips checks for imperfections. If any pages had writing 
on them,  the fifth graders placed stickers over the problem 
areas. The books were presented to the children residing at the 
Schuylkill Women in Crisis shelter. 

In the spirit of commu-
nity service one D.H.H. 

Lengel fifth grade class 
donated books to the 
local Schuylkill Women 
In Crisis (SWIC), a place 
for abused women and 
children who are victims 
of domestic violence.
 Students were asked 
by their teacher, Mrs. 
Marilouise Hoppe, to 
bring in new or slightly 
used books from home. 
The children who would 
be reading these books 
would range in age 
from two to 14.  If there 
happened to be writing 
inside the book, students 
were either to erase it or 
cover it up with stickers 
of their choice.
 SWIC is a non-profit 

organization that provides 
food, clothing and shelter 
to those who seek their 
assistance. Those whom 
are sheltered by SWIC 
and cannot provide for 
themselves survive from 
the donations given to 
the organization.
 “I wanted my class to 
be involved in something 
to help other children 
locally during the holiday 
season, and felt that 
SWIC would be an ap-
propriate place where 
we could make a small 
difference for kids,” Mrs. 
Hoppe said.
 The students in Mrs. 
Hoppe’s class enjoyed 
the book drive.
 “I liked that we were 
helping other people in 
need,” Fiona Eickman, a 
fifth grader, said.
 Those working at SWIC 

were thrilled to have 
received such a heartfelt 
donation.
 “Donations are ap-
preciated at Schuylkill 
Women and Crisis. 
Many donated items 
give families who use 
our services the chance 
to create a loving life 
together at no cost 
to them,” Ms. Kristie 
Houser, Children’s Ad-
vocate, said.
 December 20, 
Mrs. Hoppe and her 
husband, Mr. Robert 
Hoppe, delivered over 
75 books, just in time 
for Christmas. Mothers 
who resided within the 
protective walls of SWIC 
were thrilled by the 
contribution and used 
the books as Christmas 
gifts for their children to 
enjoy.

From SATs, to college 
tuition, the costs just 

to get into college have 
increased significantly 
in recent years. Many 
students apply for schol-
arships in hopes to earn 
money for their college 
education. One PAHS 
senior was just notified 
of her success in that 
process.

   Senior Shelby Jones 
has been named one of 
25 recipients nationwide 
of a $10,000 Horatio 
Alger Scholarship.
 “I received informa-

tion on the Horatio Alger 
National Scholarship 
Program from the Guid-
ance Office earlier in the 
school year,” Jones said.  
 Registering online, 
Jones worked to fulfill 
the requirements and 
fulfill the criteria which 
involved the completion 
of six essays including: 
an essay about what she 
aspires to do after high 
school, an essay explain-
ing why she needs the 
scholarship, an essay 
on Benjamin Franklin, 
and which Distinguished 
Member of the Horatio 
Alger Program influenced 
her the most. 

 “The time I spent on 
completing the appli-
cation for the Horatio 
Alger Program was very 
lengthy. It was spread 
out over many hours and 
many days,” Jones said.
 Listing extracurricu-
lar activities and grade 
point average were also 
requirements in the appli-
cation. In a couple days’ 
time Shelby was able to 
complete her registra-
tion in addition to also 
receiving a recommenda-
tion from PAHS guidance 
counselor Mrs. Mary Ellen 
Setlock. 
 “I participate in Alpha 
Iota Delta, Key Club, Peer 

Educators, Spanish 
Honor Society and 
Student Council. I 
was also a member 
of the varsity tennis 
team,” Jones said.
 From April 20 to 
April 21, Jones will 
attend a confer-
ence in Valley Forge 
where she will be 
given her scholar-
ship. 
 “After high school 
I am going to at-
tend the University 
of Pittsburgh. I will be 
enrolled in the College of 
Business Administration 
with an intended study of 
Marketing. I plan to pur-

By: REGINA MANZICK

PAHS SOPHOMORE

PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elemen-tary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsvi l le Area High School:   621-2962
• Academic Center:  621-2900

PASD Calendar

March
4-8 — PAHS Band 
trip to Florida
9 — Daylight Sav-
ings Time
10  — PASD Foreign 
Language Week 
Celebration 10-14
10-13  — JSC Kin-
dergarten Registra-
tion in Main Lobby
13 — PAHS Par-
ent/Teacher Confer-
ences 6-8 p.m.
12-14, 17-18  
— PAHS Tentative 
Testing Days
20-21  — Tentative 
Spring Recess
All Schools Closed
27  — Tentative Third 
Marking Period Ends 

April
1  — Deadline to 
Sign Up for the 5/3 
SAT
4  — Tentative Re-

Wavelengths 
Staff

• Katie Zwiebel
   PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief
   Katelynn 
   Hranchock
   PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief

• Staff
   Sean Brennan
   Bryan Shipton

port Card Distribu-
tion All Schools
4  — PAHS Drama 
Club Spring Musi-
cal 6 p.m.
5  — PAHS Drama 
Club Spring Musi-
cal 1 p.m. & 6 p.m.
6  — PAHS Drama 
Club Spring Musi-
cal 1 p.m.
21-24  — JSC Kin-
dergarten Screen-
ing

sue a Master’s degree 
as well,” she said.

SENIOR SHELBY JONES

PAHS artists achieve local recognition through contest
By: KATELYNN HRANCHOCK

PAHS SENIOR

A serious art student 
not only takes sev-

eral art classes, but also 
devotes time both during 

and outside of school to 
working on and improv-
ing their artwork. Enter-
ing competitions and 
contests can be classified 
as another crucial aspect 
to improving one’s art, 

and three Pottsville Area 
High School students 
did just that and were 
especially successful.
 On the last Sunday 
of each month, local 
artists are featured on 

the Community Con-
nections page of the 
Republican and Herald 
newspaper. The chosen 
piece of art is displayed 
at the top of the upcom-
ing months calender, 
and the contest is 
sponsored by both the 
Republican and Herald 
and the News-Item.
 Seniors Brad Cappel 
and Demi Ngai, along 
with junior Gloria Keyes, 
were selected as artists 
of the month. Keyes 
was featured during the 
month of January, and 
Cappel and Ngai will be 
featured in upcoming 
months.
 Keyes’ piece titled 
“Bundled Up,” depicted 
a child in winter gear 
standing outside in the 
snow. She used inspira-
tion from her past, and 
was featured in the 
paper January 27.

 “I drew upon my child-
hood memories of get-
ting all bundled up for the 
snow,” she said.
 In addition to having 
the artwork in the paper, a 
small head shot of the stu-
dent is also featured, along 
with some background 
information on the artist’s 
education.
 Mr. Andrew Makara, 
PAHS art teacher, teaches 
all three of these students.
 “I feel greatly honored to 
have my hard work in art 
pay off,” Cappel said.
 Cappel’s piece depicted 
a beach-like atmosphere, 
including the boardwalk.
 Ngai’s winning artwork 
was of cornstalks, depict-
ing the autumn months.
 The hard work and dedi-
cation toward art shown by 
these three PAHS students 
was truly rewarded as they 
were named respective Art-
ists of the Month.

PHOTO BY JOHN FLANIGAN

DRAW  —  Seniors Demi Ngai and Brad Cappel, and junior Gloria Keyes work on their artwork in 
Mr. Andrew Makara’s classroom after school.

In the past, students 
from both D.H.H. 

Lengel Middle School 
and Pottsville Area High 
School were encouraged 
to put on their thinking 
caps and create a written 
piece for the Veterans 
of Foreign War essay 
contest. This year was no 
exception. 
 “Each year they have 
a contest where they ask 
students in schools to 

write an essay on a topic 
related to patriotism and 
veterans,” Mr. Howard 
Merrick said.
 “My Role in Honoring 
American Veterans” was 
the new theme for this 
year. With the help of Mr. 
Merrick, the opportunity 
to write for the Voice of 
Democracy contest was 
available to all students 
in grades nine through 
12. In fifth through eighth 
grade the students were 
entered into a different 
category called Pa-

By: SABRINA SAUNDERS

PAHS SOPHOMORE

PASD patriotic essay winners
triot Pen. It consisted of 
the same rules, just for 
younger ages.
 The rules and regula-
tions were established by 
the VFW representatives 
themselves. The veterans 
also judge the competi-
tion which they sponsor 
as well.  Afterwards, the 
VFW held a banquet to 
honor all the district win-
ners throughout the state.
 “The best essays are 
made into speeches and 

See PASD STUDENTS p. 8

PHOTO BY MAX SHIREY

OUTSTANDING WRITERS  —  Three DHH Lengel students, Alexander R. Witkin, Gwen K. Fries and 
Devon A. Mates were winners in the Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest.
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”

“  I feel honored 
to be in the 
top three for 

my essay and 
recognized as 
an American 

Patriot. It feels 
good to be 

known as one 
who is loyal and 
proud to live in 
this amazing 

country.

ALEX WITKIN
DHHL EIGHTH 

GRADER

recorded at the local 
radio station, WPPA. 
The first place winner’s 
speech is advanced to 
the next level in the VFW 
competition,” Mr. Merrick 
said.
 From the Pottsville 
Area School District, 
there were six winners. 
For the high school, 
sophomore Marguerite 
Halcovage took first fol-
lowed by junior Nicholas 
Spinelle, second; and 
freshman Amanda Cress-
well, third. 
 The three finalists from 
the middle school were 
eighth graders Gwen 
Fries, Devon Mates and 
Alex Witkin. Five out of 
the six participants’ en-
tries were then submitted 
to districts where they 
will undergo an additional 
round of judging.
 “It was amazing. I 

didn’t realize until the 
state banquet how im-
portant the whole thing 
really is. I was able to 

PHOTO BY JOHN FLANIGAN

EXPLANATION  —  Mr. Howard Merrick explains the details of the contest to winners junior Nick 
Spinelle, freshman Amanda Cresswell and sophomore Meg Halcovage.

Continued from page 7

meet the other 23 district 
winners from the state 
and the heads of the 
VFW and Ladies Auxilia-

ry.  It was an honor to be 
a part of the wonderful 
program that they have 
set up,” Halcovage said.
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