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By: Samantha Muscara

PAHS Senior

Knowledge is your 
greatest tool – arm 

yourselves with it.”
 This is just one piece 
of advice given to Ms. 
Katie Holobetz’s third 
grade class by Sergeant 
Grant Lingerfelt, a 
sailor aboard the U.S.S. 
Roosevelt, a naval ship 
stationed off the coast of 
Africa. A total of 212 third 
grade students wrote 
to 43 crew members as 
a part of the Adopt-A-
School program.
 “I like talking to the 
sailors because they miss 
their families a lot and 
we get to comfort them. 
We get to listen to their 
problems and tell them 
ours. Getting a letter from 
a sailor always brightens 
my day,”  Alayah Curry 
said.
 In addition to writing 
the children letters, the 
sailors send pictures and 
descriptions of different 
areas of the world to 
show the children where 
they have traveled. 
Also, the sailors provide 
the students with 
inspirational quotes that 
they display around the 
classroom.
 “One of the sailors 
sends a vocabulary 
word with his letters. The 
most recent vocabulary 
word we received was 
‘magnanimity.’ We have 
a word project with each 
word and we analyze 

it. The students always 
love to participate in  the 
exercises provided by the 
sailors,” Ms. Holobetz 
said.
 The children use an 
internet-based program, 
“Compass,” to type their 
letters. Once their letters 
are typed, they save 
them to their teacher’s 
file and the teacher 
proofreads them and 
sends the letters to the 
sailors via e-mail.
 “Using ‘Compass’ is 
a really simple way for 
the students to learn to 
use the computers in the 
classroom. ‘Compass’ 
is a kid-friendly program 
that the students really 
enjoy using,” Ms. 
Holobetz said.

Scholastic achievement 
 Senior Jordan Os-
wald  received a Letter of 
Commendation from the 
PSAT/NMSQT® in recogni-
tion of his outstanding 
academic promise. Com-
mended students are named 
on the basis of a nationally 
applied Selection Index score 
that may vary from year to 
year. Commended students 
are candidates for special 
scholarships sponsored by 
corporations and businesses.
 Senior Emily Duffy is the 
recipient of the DAR Good 
Citizen Award for Pottsville 
Area High School. Duffy was 
selected by a vote of the 
faculty. She will be honored 
at a DAR tea in the spring.
 School nominees were 
selected for several national 
scholarship competitions.
 The Comcast Leaders 
and Achievers scholarship 
candidate is senior Amanda 
Yurchak.
 Senior Rebecca Derbes 
was selected as the school 
representative for the Toyota 
Scholarship. 
 The Wendy’s Heisman 
Scholarship winners for the 
school are seniors Arielle 
Fisher and Andrew Pope. 

Junior County Band
 The following D.H.H. 
Lengel musicians will repre-
sent the middle school at this 
year’s Junior County Band: 
Benjamin Blake, Meghan Bo-
ran, Colleen Brennan, Katie 
Burke, Stanley Burke, Chris 
Circelli, Liam Dellamonica, 
Caitlin Goodman, Mike 
Halcovage, Devina Hummel, 
Marion Kemfort, Quinn 
McPhillips, Rachel Ryan, 
John Shoener, Kyle Shuman 
and Anthony Wiscount.
 The band is comprised of 
105 students from the 13 
school districts in Schuylkill 
County. Williams Valley is 
hosting the festival from 
March 31-April 4. The concert 
will be held April 4 at 1:30 
p.m. in the Williams Valley 
High School.
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 Christopher Ott, one of 
Ms. Holobetz’s students, 
has family onboard the 
U.S.S. Roosevelt. 
 “It’s really nice to write 
to my brother since I 
can’t see him. I get to 
ask him how he is doing 
and what is happening in 
his life. I also get to tell 
him how my school year 
is going. He always loves 
to hear about my school 
work,” Ott said.
 Ms. Holobetz’s class 
was originally the first 
class to participate in the 
Adopt-A-School program 
within John S. Clarke. 
Thus far, there are six 
other third grade classes 
involved as well.
 “My ship’s Public 
Affairs Officers and I are 

very excited as this is the 
largest Adopt-A-School 
program that the Navy 
has ever undertaken,” 
Sergeant Lingerfelt said.
 Ms. Holobetz realizes 
the impact that the 
Adopt-A-School 
program is making on 
the students, and hopes 
that her pupils will keep 
in contact with their pen 
pals in the future.
 “These are real life 
heroes who are taking 
the time to give the 
students inspiration to 
achieve their goals,” 
Ms. Holobetz said. “The 
sailors are giving the kids 
a sense of importance 
and showing them that 
they can do anything that 
they wish to do.”

PEN PALS — After receiving pictures from their pen pals, third graders Camryn Heinbach and Ma-
laysia Rivera flip through their class’s photo album. Some of the sailors sent the students pictures 
of places they have visited. These two photos were taken at a castle in Dubrovnik, Croatia, and in 
Victoria, Seychelles.

PHOTO BY KIANNA FISCUS
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Essay winners realize importance of honoring veterans
By: Samantha Muscara

PAHS Senior

Senior instrumentalist auditions for seat in college bands

Growing up in a 
musical family, it 

was inevitable that senior 
Michael Fries would 
share his parents’ love 
for music. His exposure 
to several different types 
of music, which began 
at a young age, triggered 
his interest. 
 “Music is a universal 
language which can 
be enjoyed by people 
of all cultures and 
backgrounds,” Fries said. 
 A member of the 
high school’s marching, 
concert and stage bands, 
he plays the French 
horn, piano, electric and 
upright bass. However, 
his preferred instrument 
is the French horn. 

 In order for him 
to excel at these 
instruments, one can 
imagine that practice is 
vital. Michael takes horn 
lessons twice a week, 
piano lessons every 
other week and also 
practices his horn on his 
own time — an hour and 
a half to two hours every 
day. 
 Having a father who is 
both a band director and 
a horn player himself 
greatly benefits Michael. 
His father, Mr. Richard 
Fries, is able to answer 
many of Michael’s 
questions concerning 
his lessons or music in 
general. 
 Throughout the years, 
Michael’s musical talent 
has advanced, which 

is evident when one 
considers the concerts 
and performances in 
which he has been 
selected to participate.
 He has been selected, 
by audition, to attend 
county bands, district 
bands and orchestras, 
region bands and 
orchestras, all-state band 
and various music camps 
that were held during 
past summers. 
 “Naturally, I am very 
proud of what he has 
achieved,” Mr. Fries said. 
“He is self-motivated and 
works diligently.” 
 Fries’ love of music has 
motivated him to pursue 
it further in college and 
possibly even as a future 
career.
 “Like most people, I 

have had several ideas of 
what I want to be when I 
grow up,” Michael said. 

PHOTO BY MAX SHIREY 

PRACTICE – During some after-school rehearsal time, senior 
Michael Fries prepares to play a piece on his French horn. 

By: Alyssa Curnow
PAHS Junior

“However, when I entered 

PHOTO BY JOANNE MERCURI

WINNERS — Sophomore Lucas Bricker and juniors Meg Halcovage 
and Jonathan Mercuri hold their award certificates after being 
honored at a banquet for their winning essays in the Voice of 
Democracy contest conducted by the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

(See MUSICIAN HOPES p. 7)

Honor the dead by 
helping the living.”

 This is the basis for 
the Voice of Democracy 
essay contest. The 
contest, into which 
students of Mrs. Suzanne 
Sterner and Ms. Jessica 

Snyder entered, was 
a branch of the Voice 
of Democracy contest 
called the Patriot’s Pen. 
 In order to further 
prepare the pupils for 
writing the essays, Mr. 
Norman Emery, Mr. 
Harry Russell Sr. and 
Mr. Ronald Gowley, all 

from Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, spoke to eighth 
grade classes about what 
veterans have done for 
our country and why they 
should be recognized.
 Many of the students 
discovered what they 
wanted to write about 
in their essays after 
listening to the veterans’ 
presentation.
 “I really enjoyed 
listening to the veterans 
speak to our class. It 
really helped to get a 
personal idea for my 
essay. I think that hearing 
all of their stories gained 
them a lot of respect from 
my class,” eighth grader 
Stanley Burke said.
 The veterans spoke 
about the significance of 
loyalty to our country, as 
well as to ourselves. They 
also told stories about 
specific memories of 
oversea voyages. 
 The eighth grade 
teachers whose students 
participated in the 

writing contest hoped 
that their pupils would 
be challenged by the 
assignment while also 
finding it meaningful.
 “I think the Patriot’s 
Pen essay contest 
helps the students grow 
as writers because it 
challenges them to first 
find personal meaning in 
abstract concepts such 
as patriotism, freedom 
and citizenship,” Mrs. 
Sterner said.
 Emery spoke about 
why the students should 
acknowledge veterans 
and honor the flag.
 Alexia Tobash, Jill 
Toomey and Meghan 
Boran were all finalists in 
the contest. They were 
all honored at a banquet 
hosted by local veterans.
 “I was inspired to write 
my essay by our military 
veterans. They sacrificed 
so much for all of our 
freedoms,” Boran said.
 The students at the 
middle school had the 

opportunity to hear the 
veterans speak as a form 
of inspiration for the 
essays, while students 
at the high school wrote 
their essays based on 
personal experience 
and feelings about the 
veterans’ contributions.
 “I enjoyed writing my 
essay because it gave 
me a chance to honor 
veterans in a different 
way,” junior Marguerite 
Halcovage said. 
 Lucas Bricker, 
Halcovage and Jonathan 
Mercuri were all finalists 
in the contest. They were 
honored at the same 
banquet as the Patriot’s 
Pen essay winners.
 “My inspiration to 
write my essay came 
from my grandfather, a 
veteran of the Korean 
War. I tried to think of all 
of the veterans who gave 
their lives for our country.
I was honored to be the 
representative from our 
school,” Mercuri said.



Wavelengths 3FEBRUARY 2009

 

Dear Members of the Community,

The children of the 
Pottsville Area 

School District lost 
a great friend when 
school board member 

William Zimmerman passed away a few 
short weeks ago.
 Although Bill was born and raised in the 
western part of Pennsylvania, when an op-
portunity to work at the Schuylkill Campus 
of the Pennsylvania State University was 
offered to him, Bill happily accepted and 
quickly assimilated into the Schuylkill Coun-
ty way of life.
 He married Cathy Stone from Ashland 
and together they embraced our city, our 
district, and our community for the remain-
der of his days.
 Bill enjoyed his tenure at Penn State and 
was proud to finally become a Penn State 
Dad when their daughter, Kate, graduated 
with honors from the Pottsville Area High 
School and continued her education at 
Penn State University Park.
 A  long-time member of the Pottsville 
Area School District Board of Education, Bill 
served most recently as school board presi-
dent and while doing so, he took the office 
of the presidency to a new height. In order 
to keep his finger on the daily pulse of the 
district, Bill maintained an office in the Aca-
demic Center and rarely missed a day.
 Bill was involved in every facet of district 
activities. He attended athletic events, band 
concerts, choral performances, art exhibits, 
and banquets. He replied affirmatively with 
any invitation that was extended to him and 

even made an occasional classroom obser-
vation in order to keep pace with the aca-
demic climate of our three buildings.
 Bill was passionate about education and 
spent each of his days as an advocate for 
children. It was his personal goal to know 
that each of our students had every oppor-
tunity to achieve his/her goals. It was im-
portant to him to be certain that PASD stu-
dents, year after year, could be and would 
be accepted at the finest universities in the 
country. In addition, Billl continued to moni-
tor their success on the collegiate level to 
be sure that the education that we provided 
them made them competitive on the next 
level. 
 There are hundreds of students today 
who owe Bill a huge debt of gratitude, but 
they’ll never know it – and that’s how Bill 
wanted it. He did his work for the benefit of 
our children, not for the accolades.
 We are grateful that Bill chose to locate 
in Schuylkill County those many years ago. 
His contributions to our community, to his 
church, and particularly to  our school dis-
trict made a positive difference in many 
lives.
 We sadly bid farewell to our dear friend, 
Bill Zimmerman. The Pottsville Area School 
District is a better place of learning because 
Bill Zimmerman lived. We will miss him.

Sincerely,

PASD mourns loss of board president

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Dr. James T. Gallagher
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”

“ Thirty-six 
percent of the 

students in 
the NTHS were 

from PAHS. 
It shows the 
work they’ve 
put into their 

particular 
shops. They 
have proven 

themselves to 
be exceptional 

students.

MR. LEE 
FELSBURG 
GUIDANCE 

COUNSELOR

NTHS inducts eight from Pottsville

Anthony Y. Brophy

Parents: Matt & Lanida Brophy 
Plans after High School: Attend a 
Technical School or go to school for 
business.
What was the most interesting project 
you took part in while at Vo-Tech? Last 
year we had a contest to see who had the 
best looking light show for open house, 
and our team won.

Residential/Industrial Electricity

Samantha C. Wensel

Parents: Earl & Kelly Wensel
Plans after High School: Attend beauty 
school & college.
Why did you choose to go to Vo-
Tech? It was something I was always 
interested in while I was growing up & 
it’s something I’d like to do in the future.

Cosmetology

Michael P. Ziniewicz
Parents: Michael & Heather Ziniewicz
Plans after High School: Join 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (Local 743) & start my own 
apprenticeship to become a Journeyman 
Electrician
Why did you choose to go to Vo-
Tech? It was a hands-on opportunity to 
learn a trade in a high demand field.

Residential/ Industrial Electricity

Richard J. Gelbutis III
Parents: Richard & Dolores Gelbutis
Plans after High School: Undecided, 
I’d like to keep working with motorcycles 
& ATVs.
What was the most interesting project 
you took part in while at Vo-Tech? I 
worked in my Banshee (ATV) while at 
Vo-Tech.

Small Engine

Jessica L. Ireland

Parents: Steven Ireland & Tuesday 
Budwash
Plans after High School: To attend a 
secondary trade school, at Penn Tech.
What was the most interesting project 
you took part in while at Vo-Tech? 
We did many catering jobs all over the 
county.

Culinary Arts

LeighAnne J. Burns

Parents: Jeff & Jessica Burns
Plans after High School: Attend 
college & trade school.
Are there any interesting projects you 
took part in while at Vo-Tech? All of 
the projects are interesting at Vo-Tech, I 
can not choose just one.

Culinary Arts

Jeremy T. Culbert

Parents: Ray & Patricia Culbert
Plans after High School: To go into 
the union.
Why did you choose to go to Vo-
Tech? To get a good job & to be able to 
support myself & my family comfortably.

Residential/Industrial Electricity

Lauren E. Ondeck

Parents: Mike Ondeck & Holly Hadded
Plans after High School: To attend 
college.
What was the most interesting project 
you took part in while at Vo-Tech? 
This past year we actually got to work on 
a wedding, it took three days to finish. 

Ornamental Horticulture & 
Environmental Landscaping

This year eight PAHS students were inducted into the National Technical Honor Society. The NTHS 
recognizes student achievement in career and technical education. Thousands of schools across 

the United States include this honor society on their campus. Members are encouraged to achieve 
in academics and to strive for personal excellence. The NTHS also helps students find jobs in the 
working place after graduation. The students attend the Schuylkill Technology Centers.

Honor society achievement
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PAHS musicians play in honor bands
By: Greg Merrick

PAHS Sophomore

For a few talented 
band members, 

an extra honor awaits. 
Only a select few of 
the Pottsville Area High 
School Concert Band 
are selected for county, 
district and region 
bands, three of the most 
prestigious gatherings of 
high school musicians in 
the area. 
 “For the students 
that make one of 
these bands, it’s a very 
rewarding experience,” 
band director Mr. Richard 
Fries said.
 To qualify for either 
county or district band, 
band members first must 
prove themselves by 
auditioning for various 
band directors from 
across the region. 
 Musicians who 
audition for these two 
bands must contribute 
much time and effort 
preparing for the audition 
in order to be accepted 
into the honor bands. 
 Each student is given a 
musical piece according 
to which instrument 
he plays. The band 
directors who judge the 
audition will choose a 
portion of this piece for 
each performer to play, 
and they choose those 
musicians who will be 
accepted into the honor 
band based on this 
performance. 
 In addition to playing 
this portion of the 
audition piece, the band 
members must also play 
scales from memory and 
sight read a piece which 
they are seeing for the 
first time.
 County band auditions 
were held November 20 
at PAHS. Musicians who 
auditioned for county 

band competed against 
other students from 
throughout Schuylkill 
County for a seat in the 
group.
 For some 
instrumentalists, 
participating in these 
events is a highlight of 
their band career.
 “To be selected 
out of all the people 
who went through the 
audition process is truly 
an honor,” sophomore 
Kurt Weres said. “I know 
a lot of people really 
wanted a spot in the 
band, and earning it is 
an accomplishment I 
consider special.”
 According to Mr. 
Fries, approximately 900 
students auditioned for 
the county band this 
year. The Pottsville band 
is sending 27 musicians 
to the county band, 
including 12 seniors, 
four juniors, eight 
sophomores and three 
freshmen.
 “It’s a good number for 
our band to be sending,” 
Mr. Fries said. “We’ve 
had years when we’ve 
sent a lot less.”
 The county band 
festival will be held 
March 12-14 at Tri-Valley. 
 The competition 
becomes even more 
difficult for those who 
audition for district 
band. Schuylkill County 
is in District 10, which 
also includes Berks, 
Carbon, Lehigh, Monroe, 
Northampton and Pike 
counties. 
 In order to be 
accepted into district 
band, Pottsville’s band 
members had to beat 
music students from 
the other six counties 
in their auditions, which 
were held December 6 at 
Parkland High School.
 Five Pottsville seniors, 

Michael Fries, Arielle 
Fisher, Rebecca Derbes, 
Lisa Reier and Miranda 
Hahner, made the district 
band. 
 “Making district 
band is a really huge 
accomplishment. It has 
been a goal of mine since 
I tried out for the band my 
sophomore year,” Fisher 
said. 
 The district band 
festival took place 
January 29-31 at 
Muhlenberg Senior High 
School, and those who 
participated in the honors 
band found it to be a 
rewarding experience.
 The competition does 
not stop at the district 
level. At the first rehearsal 
for district band, each 
musician must re-audition 
in order to be assigned a 
seat.
 This second audition 

requires the students to 
play a portion of a piece 
that will be performed in 
the district band concert. 
The judges will then 
decide where each player 
should be seated within 
the band.
 The second audition 
also decides whether or 
not the band members 
move on to the next 
level, region band.
 The audition for region 
band once again pits the 
members of District 10 
against each other, but 
they must also compete 
against musicians from 
one additional district for 
a seat in region band.
 Pottsville will be 
represented by Fries and 
Fisher at the region band 
festival from March 5-7 at 
East Stroudsburg North 
High School.
 The re-audition 

for seating at the 
region band level will 
determine whether or 
not Fries and Fisher 
advance to the state 
band level.
 While the band 
festivals are occurring, 
so are auditions for 
honors orchestras. 
Fries, Hahner and 
Derbes went to the 
district orchestra festival 
at Northwestern Lehigh 
High School.
 Fisher said, “As a 
musician, playing with 
the Region V Band will 
be such a rewarding 
experience. Every 
musician on each part 
is extremely talented 
which will enhance 
my individual abilities. 
Qualifying for a band 
of this caliber is an 
accomplishment and a 
significant honor.” 

TALENT — Twenty-seven members of the PAHS concert band will represent the school at the county 
band festival. Front Row: Allison Salata, Gina Mazzuca, Arielle Fisher.  Row 2: Courtney Matina, Mary-
beth Rissinger, Amarpreet Ahluwalia, Haley Rich, Anna Lorence. Row 3: Arlyn Wested, John Johnston, 
Chrissy Hardock, Kurt Weres, Rebecca Derbes, Meagan Pepe. Row 4:  Kody Kirkland, Sarah Hahner, 
Miranda Hahner, Erica Dailey, Michael Fries, Ryan Goodman.  Back Row:  Lisa Reier, Michael Ryan, 
Adam Goodman, Josh Kovich, John Kline. Not Pictured: Morgan Rismiller and Gloria Keyes.

PHOTO BY BRIANNA MCCLURE
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First graders observe 100th day
By: Randi Dermo

PAHS Junior

EXERCISE — With their arms swinging, first graders Layne Martin and Nicholas Morgan join their 
classmates in jogging in place at their desks for 100 seconds. This was one of multiple activities 
that students in Mrs. Regina Freiler’s classroom performed in observance of the 100th day of the 
school year.

PHOTO BY HANNAH SPECE

Sometimes 100 isn’t 
a lot, but for the 

students at John S. 
Clarke, 100 days means 
100 reasons to celebrate.
 All kindergarten and 
first grade students 
celebrated the 100th day 
of school February 3.
 Whether counting 100 
pennies, 100 seconds 
or 100 grains of sand, 
first graders found ways 
to celebrate a milestone 
in the school year while 
also applying one of the 
skills they have been 
learning throughout the 
year.
 “I think the 100th day 
of school is fun,” first 
grader Bryce Cromyak 
said.
 In order to observe 
the 100th day with 
their various counting 

activities, the pupils had 
to put into practice the 
math concept of counting 
tens and ones.
 “We learn about tens 
and ones, so to help 
with the process, we 
count up to the 100th 
day of school,” Mrs. 
Regina Freiler, first grade 
teacher, said.
 Most of the 
participants agreed that 
they were having fun with 
their counting projects.
 “We get to count to 
100. It’s fun and kind 
of easy,” first grader 
Serenity Stahl said.
 However, counting to 
100 isn’t all the students 
got an opportunity to do. 
The day was jam-packed 
with activities and games 
which boasted the three 
digit number.
 Such exercises 
included writing to 
100, completing 100 

math problems, eating 
100 Apple Jacks and 

even some heart 
healthy activities 
such as running 
in place for 100 
seconds, all while 
sporting paper 
glasses whose 
lenses formed the 
number 100, of 
course.
 “My favorite 
part of the day is 

eating 100 Apple Jacks,” 
first grader Jack Kalinich 
said.
 Students in Mrs. 
Kimberly Steigerwalt’s 
and Mrs. Tara Hess’s 
co-taught first grade 
class took on a special 
challenge for the 100th 
day of school. 
 A cardboard box 
overflowing with pet 
products and bags 
of dog food stood 
outside the classroom 
door, along with a sign 
depicting the number 100 
with lights around it.
 “We were trying to 
collect 100 items for the 
SPCA. I think we well 
exceeded 100 items,” 
Mrs. Steigerwalt said.
 This year, the 100th 
day of school served 
many different purposes 
for the young students. 
Whether it was learning 
to count to 100, donating 
to a good cause or just 
simply having fun, all 
students took up the 
exercises with great 

enthusiasm.
 “The children get very 
involved and excited 
about the activities. 
However, they are still 
learning while having 
fun,” Mrs. Freiler said.
 Anticipation of the 
day’s events was so 
high that one student 
practiced counting to 100 
before she even arrived 
at school.
 “I like the 100th day 
of school because we 
get to do a lot of stuff 
and count. When I was 
walking to my bus, I 
counted each step to 100 
and my friend helped me. 
Sometimes, counting to 
100 is hard,” first grader 
Donna Good said.
 And of course, the big 
day means something 
else for some, showing 
that they can subtract 
tens and ones as well as 
adding them.
 “The 100th day means 
there’s only 80 days of 
school left,” first grader 
Nicholas Morgan said.PHOTO BY HANNAH SPECE

COUNT — Sporting 
his celebratory pa-
per 100 glasses, first 
grader Bryce Cromyak 
works to write out the 
numbers from one to 
100. Cromyak and  his 
classmates in Mrs. 
Regina Freiler’s class 
worked with partners 
to complete this task 
to mark the 100th day 
of school and to prac-
tice counting with tens 
and ones.
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November
4 —  Report card 
distribution all 
schools
5 —  PAHS National 
Honor Society 

Wavelengths Staff
• Samantha Muscara
   PAHS Senior
   Production 
   Editor-in-Chief
• Jennifer Davis
   PAHS Junior
   Editor-in-Chief

PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elementary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:   621-2962
• Academic Center:  621-2900

PASD Calendar

Wavelengths 
Staff

Library Week
14 —  Tentative 
schools reopen
20-23 — 
Kindergarten 
screening
20-24 — 
Metropolitan 
Achievement Tests 
for first and second 
grades will be given
30 — PAHS Spring 
Band Concert 7:30 
p.m.

• Samantha Muscara
   PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief
• Jennifer Davis
   PAHS Junior
   Editor-in-Chief
• Max Shirey
 PAHS Junior
 Photography
 Coordinator

March
2-8 — PASD 
celebration of National 
Foreign Language 
Week
9-12 —  Kindergarten 
registration in JSC 
Main Lobby
12 — PAHS Parent/
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m.
12-14 — Schuylkill 
County Band Festival 
at Tri-Valley HS
19 — Schuylkill County 
Quiz team Tournament
24 — Third Marking 
Period ends
27-29 — PAHS Drama 
Club Spring Musical

April
2-4 — Junior Schuylkill 
County Band Festival 
at Wms. Valley HS
9-13 — Tentative 
spring break
12-18 — National 

PHOTO BY LISA REIER

CALCULATE —  After winning at the region level, Lengel’s 
Math Counts team will move on to state competition in Hershey. 
Team members include eighth graders Nicole Stephens, Dominick 
DiRenzo, Kevin Wang  and Jacob Tarconish.

Musician hopes to perform in college
(Continued from page 2)

high school, I started 
to become interested 
in pursuing a musical 
career.” 
 Hoping to major in 
music performance on 
the French horn, Fries 
is seeking to attend 
a school with a well-
respected faculty, a 
collection of playing 
opportunities and a 
student body who both 
works to achieve their 
goals, as well as enjoys 
the process. 
  Thus far, he has 
auditioned at Indiana 
University and is 
scheduled to audition 
at the University of 
Cincinnati, Penn State 
University, Messiah 
College, Duquesne 
University and 
Northwestern University.  
 Academically, he has 
been accepted to and 
offered scholarships at 
both Indiana University 
and Messiah College. 
However, his audition 
at each school will 
determine whether or not 
he is able to be a student 
in the music program.

 Fries’ motivation to 
do well in his auditions 
comes from his desire 
to play to the best of 
his ability and from his 
personal faith. 
 His father coordinates 
all of the travel details 
so that Michael can 
concentrate solely on the 
auditions. 
 “For an audition, I work 
to focus my mind on the 
musical message that 
I am trying to convey,” 
Fries said. “ I also strive 
to play my best for the 
Lord.”  
 Fries’s mother, Mrs. 
Michele Fries, taught 
private music lessons 
for 25 years, and as a 
musician herself, she 
knows how hard Michael 
has had to work to 
achieve his goals. 
 “Anything can happen 
in an audition, especially 
on the French horn, 
but he works extremely 
hard to be prepared. For 
him, it is not about the 
competition. He doesn’t 
have a competitive bone 
in his body. It’s all about 
the opportunities the 
auditions afford to do 

what he loves,” Mrs. 
Fries said.
 Michael has set several 
post-collegiate goals for 
himself, some of which 
include positioning in an 
orchestra, teaching horn 
students at the university 
level and running a 
private studio in which 
he can teach players of 
all ages and help them to 
achieve their goals.
 “Wherever music may 
lead him, I hope that 
he will be happy and 
content doing what he 
really enjoys,” Mr. Fries 
said.
 Knowing that Michael 
may choose to attend 
a school that is far from 
home is not always easy 
for his parents.
 “I hope he chooses [a 
school] where we can 
see him often and attend 
his performances. But in 
a field as specialized as 
this, the most important 
thing is that he finds the 
right teacher to mentor 
him. I know how much 
this means to him, so I 
will support his decision, 
whatever it is,” Mrs. Fries 
said.

Lengel math team advances to states

Two years of success 
accurately describe 

the accomplishments of 
the D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School MathCounts 
team.
 Led by high school 
faculty member Mrs. 
Donna Skosnick, 
four eighth graders, 
Kevin Wang, Dominick 
DiRenzo, Jacob 
Tarconish and Nicole 
Stephens, represented 
Lengel in the regional 
MathCounts competition.
 The team defeated 12 

By: Lisa Reier

PAHS Senior

other schools and will 
compete in the state 
competition in Hershey 
March 20 and 21.
 In order to make the 
team, students took a 
math test composed by 
Lengel math teachers. 
After finishing the first 
test, even more tests 
were to come.
 “We had more 
tests after [the first] to 
determine who was 
on the team. Some of 
the tests were hard,” 
Stephens said.
 The team has been 
practicing every 
Friday afternoon since 

Christmas.
 For Wang, DiRenzo 
and Tarconish, this will 
be their second year at 
states and they not only 
hope to succeed as a 
team, but in the individual 
competition as well.
 “I hope to place in the 
top 40 or 50 individuals.  
There are about 150 
people competing there 
and about 20 or 30 
teams,” DiRenzo said.
 While in Hershey, the 
team will be competing 
for a national spot 
and also taking part in 
engineering and physics 
experiments. 
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The 2008-2009 school 
year is the first 

that both the German 
and French languages 
have not been courses 
in the middle school 
curriculum. Instead, 
students in seventh and 
eighth grade classes are 
enrolled in Spanish.
 However, PAHS 
student ambassadors 
of the French language 
were sent to the middle 
school in an attempt to 
arouse interest.
 “There are numerous 
reasons for choosing 
French,” French teacher 
Mrs. Nicole Stiles said. 
“I wanted to show the 
students that they have 
options when it comes to 
high school languages.”
 Mrs. Stiles 
corresponded with 
middle school guidance 
counselor Mrs. Susan 
West. Together, they set 

up dates and times for 
student volunteers to 
visit with eighth grade 
classes.
 “I thought it would be a 
good learning experience 
for both the eighth 
graders and the high 
school students,” Mrs. 
West said. “It was equally 
good for the middle 
schoolers to hear from 
people nearer their age.”
 The students who 
spoke to the eighth grade 
classes were French 
National Honor Society 
members. They worked 
in groups and spoke to 
the classes about the 
materials covered in 
each of the four French 
courses, projects in 
which French students 
participate, French Club 
activities and the general 
and personal rewards of 
taking French.
 “We talked about 
specific things we 
learned in class, the 

projects we get to do and 
what we each liked about 
taking French as our 
foreign language,” junior 
Ellen Boran said. “And, 
of course, we told the 
students how amazing a 
teacher Madame Stiles 
is.”
 After the French 
ambassadors finished 
explaining the benefits 
of learning the French 
language in the high 
school, the eighth grade 
classes were allowed 
to question their guest 
speakers.
 “They didn’t ask 
many questions,” junior 
Christian Saint-Vil said, 
“but those that were 
raised were well-thought 
and answered to the best 
of our abilities.”
 Mrs. West was 
appreciative of the 
French students and 
hopes that the project 
shall be continued as 
well as expanded.

By: Jennifer Davis
PAHS Junior
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TEACH — During a meeting with French teacher Mrs. Nicole Stiles, 
juniors Meg Halcovage and Susan Cheng discuss the presentation 
they will make to the eighth graders.

 “I could certainly see 
the project working, 
but I feel it should be 
expanded to fairly 
introduce all the 
languages offered at 
PAHS,” she said.
 The eighth grade 
students enjoyed the 
visit paid them by the 
high school students 
and are now aware of 

the language choices 
available.
 “The students that 
spoke to my class really 
gave me an idea of what 
language I want to take 
in high school,” eighth 
grader Tiffany Cheng 
said. “Because of their 
encouragement, I think 
French would be a fun 
class to take.”
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