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• Strike up the band
Seniors Brian

Stabinsky, Michque-
lena Potlunas and
junior Bridget Freiler
participated in the
District Band Festival.
The event was held
January 22-25 at
Governor Mifflin High
School.

In addition,
Potlunas and Freiler
have been selected to
take part in the
Region Band Festival.
The event will be held
March 13-15 at Blue
Mountain High
School.

PAHS band mem-
bers have also been
chosen to play in the
County Band Festival.
The concert will be
held March 8 at Tri
Valley High School.

The following
musicians will
participate: seniors
Tiffiny Brower, Laura
Clauser, Robert
DiCello, Emily Freed,
Joshua Lynn, Mat-
thew O’Donnell, Drew
Pavlick, Michquelena
Potlunas, Steve Reier
and Brian Stabinsky:
juniors Katherine
Durkin, Bridget
Freiler, Stephen Moyer
and Andrew Smink;
sophomores Ami

Many people think
of Legos as

nothing more than
children’s toys.

Those colorful blocks,
however, were used to
build working robots at
the FIRST Lego League
Challenge.

Eighteen students
from the D.H.H. Lengel
Middle School traveled
to the state competi-
tion, held at the
Franklin Institute in
Philadelphia.

Many of those
involved did not have
prior experience with
building or designing.

“I got involved in the
Lego Challenge because
I thought that it would
be neat to build a
robot,” Samantha
Dalton said.

The Lengel team
placed 15th out of the
50 teams competing in
the challenge.

Although they didn’t
win a top prize, the
students still took home
many memories and
learned important
lessons.

One of the advisers
for the team was Mr. Les
Payne, a technology
teacher at Lengel.

He organized the
group’s entry into the
contest and helped
them with the planning
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SHOWING OFF THEIR WORK — Members of the robotics team stand around their
creation with advisers Mrs. Diane Dunkel, Mr. Les Payne and Mrs. Joan Koslosky.

and design of their
project.

According to Payne,
the students became
involved in the competi-
tion through the
Schuylkill Technology
Center in Mar Lin.

“Every year, the Vo-
Tech students compete
in the robotics competi-
tion held at Epcot
Center. They got us
involved in the middle
school division of the
competition,” Mr. Payne
said.

One of the biggest
challenges the group
faced was when they
were forced to merge
into one team for the
state competition.

Only 10 of the 18
students were allowed to
compete.

“The kids were forced
to decide who would
compete in Philadel-
phia,” Mr. Payne said.
“Some gave up their
opportunity in order
that others who were
more skilled could
compete.”

Although only 10 of
the students could
compete, all of them
were able to make the
trip to the Franklin
Institute.

In addition to
building the Lego robot,
the team also had to
conduct a research
project in which they
worked to help solve
some of today’s prob-
lems.

“In addition to
improving their building
skills, the kids also

sharpened their writing
and thinking skills by
working on the research
project,” Mr. Payne said.

According to many of
the participants, the
most important skill
that they learned was
teamwork.

“When we were
building the robot, we
learned how to support
each other and work as
a team,” Kate
Zimmerman said.

Many of the team
members plan to work
on building a new robot
next year.

“I am going to stay in
the program next year,”
Samantha Lecher said.
“I hope that we keep
everything the same
because everything went
really well.”
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Lengel students work on yearbook
BY BRIDGET FREILER

   PAHS JUNIOR

Scissors, glue and
construction paper.

These are all items
that one might expect
to find in an Art Room
at school.

However, at D.H.H.
Lengel, these items can
now also be found in
Miss Cathy Heim’s
classroom.

Heim is in charge of a
group of eighth grade
students that is con-
structing props for the
school’s yearbook
photographs.

The props will be in
the pictures of the
school’s clubs, organiza-
tions, and various other
groups.

Heim has been
involved with the
yearbook project since it
was started, but this is
the first year that the
props will be in the
pictures. Heim didn’t
think the pictures were
interesting enough
alone.

“I just thought the
pictures in the year-
book looked really flat,
so that’s why we’re
making the props,”
Heim said.

The idea for the
middle school to
produce a yearbook was
initiated by Mrs. Sue
Pierdon.

The students put out
the school’s first
yearbook in the spring
of 2000 and has put one
out every year since.

This year, about 30
eighth grade students
are on the various
yearbook staffs, which
include business,
photography and
layout/design.

Each yearbook costs
$15 and they will be
delivered to the stu-
dents toward the end of
the school year.

The group making
the props consists of
seven students: Valerie
Hughes, Nina Patton,
Kevin Kintzel, Brandon
Mohl, Katrina Reber,

Becky Frederick and
Bonnie Motley.

They began holding
meetings to build the
props in December and
have been holding
meetings two or three
times a week since then.

The props will be used
in the background of the
different club and staff
photos in the yearbook.

For example, a taco
was made to represent
the Spanish Club, the
Ecology Club will have a
picture of a tree in it
and music notes will be
in the background of the
picture of the band.

All students partici-
pating in the yearbook
project seem to enjoy
the work.

They also like being a
part of the decision-
making process.

“I decided to join the
yearbook staff because I
wanted to have a part in
designing my eighth
grade yearbook,” eighth
grader Alicia Mercuri
said.
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SHOWING OFF — The seven eighth grade students
who participated in making props for the middle school
yearbook display their favorite props. The props
included a tree for the Ecology Club, taco for the
Spanish Club, camera for the school newspaper and a
sign for the morning news program.
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SERIOUS BUSINESS — Mrs. Cathy Zimmerman helps
business staffers Tom Guastavino, Beth Weres, Ashley
Martin, Shirline Wojcik and Angela Cairns.

JSC parents and their children
participate in ‘Camp Cafeteria Night’
BY JENNA SPINELLE

    PAHS JUNIOR

continued on Page 6

While the temper-
 ature outside

hovered around a chilly
20 degrees, many John
S. Clarke students and
their parents could be
found inside of the
school warming up with
a good book.

As part of the first
annual “Camp Cafeteria
Reading Night,”
students from

kindergarten through
fourth grade, along with
their parents, had the
opportunity to spend
quality reading time
together.

The parents and
children were split up
into three groups.

 One group was in the
darkened cafeteria,
reading books by
flashlight and another
group spent some time
reading in the JSC

Gymnasium.
 The third group was

in the Art Room, making
s’mores.

After they spent
about half an hour in
each location, the three
groups switched places.

At the end of the
program, everyone
gathered in the cafeteria
for the event’s finale.

One program was held
for the kindergarten
through second grade

students and another
was held afterward for
the third and fourth
grade pupils.

According to JSC Vice
Principal, Mr. Thomas
Dando, the “Campfire
Reading Night” was
started as part of the
school’s on-going “Read
to Succeed” campaign,
which encourages
parents and their
children to read
together.

He was firm in his
message about the
program.

“The only way for the
kids to become better
readers is by
practicing,” he said.
“By starting this
program, we hope that
we will both encourage
parents to read more
often to their children
and the kids to read
more often on their
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Dear Members of the Community,

I.U. special education program meets district needs

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Very truly yours,

BY JENNA SPINELLE

BY PAHS JUNIOR

Senior receives computer certification

”

“I think that
getting

certified will
help me get the
kind of job that

I want in the
future.

SEAN CASS

PAHS  SENIOR

There has been a great deal of debate in the
newspaper during these last few months

about special education services in our county.
Many parents have approached me with ques-
tions about the situation, and I believe, after our
discussions, they now understand that the
quality of services of I.U. 29 will not diminish as
a result of the changes that are taking place
within our county.

We have seen a tremendous increase in the
numbers of special education students in the last
ten years, and those numbers, I believe, will
continue to increase. Each year more and more
students are being identified and qualify for
special education services. These services are far
more expensive per student than those services
that we provide our regular education students.
Because neither the state nor the federal
government’s subsidies have increased to assist
us financially in regard to our special education
students, we are continuing to operate under a
very tight budget. One of my personal goals has
always been to provide the best education for all
of our students while, at the same time, being a
good steward of the moneys allotted to us by our
taxpayers. Achieving this goal will continue to

Around this time of
year, college

deadlines and plans for
summer vacation are
swimming through the
minds of many high
school seniors.

For many, looking for
a job and planning for
their long-term future
are the last things on
their minds.

 Some, however, have
already begun taking
steps toward starting a
career.

One of those students
is Sean Cass.

He recently passed his
IBM Certification Test
and now has the title of

Associate System
Operator.

Cass is a senior in the
Computer Curriculum at
the Schuylkill Technol-
ogy Center Mar Lin
campus. He is the son of
Debra J. Cass.

According to his
teacher, Mrs. Joan
Bailey, the IBM Certifi-
cation Test is only given
to those students with
outstanding computer
knowledge.

“The test is only
given to students who
show an aptitude in
computers,” she said.
“It not an easy test by
any means.”

In order to qualify for
the test, Cass had to log

two credits of computer
class over two years.

Cass also had to spend
a great deal of time
working outside of the
classroom in order to
master the material for
the test.

“I had to study a lot
in order to prepare for
the test,” Cass said.

By passing the test,
Cass is now certified to
operate an IBM AS400
operation system

 According to Mrs.
Bailey, the operating
system is similar to the
Windows network and is
used by many busi-
nesses.

The certification will
give Cass  an edge when

he enters the job
market.

“Although many
companies require a
college degree for
employment, Sean will
have a much better
chance at finding work
because of his degree,”
Mrs. Bailey said.

Cass is unsure about
what he will do after he
graduates, but he agrees
with Bailey about the
benefits of passing the
test and becoming an
Associate System
Operator.

“I think that getting
certified will help me
get the kind of job that
I want in the future,” he
said.

be a more difficult task as we try to satisfy state
mandates without increased financial help from
the state and federal governments.

This situation, however, has nothing to do
with the present problems that our intermediate
unit faces today. It is my belief that the special
education teachers, aides, and supervisors who
have been assigned to our three buildings have
always provided our special needs students with
the best instruction, the gentlest care, and the
heartfelt compassion that these children need to
survive in an academic setting. It is for these
reasons that I wholeheartedly support our local
intermediate unit and will continue to recom-
mend that the Pottsville Area School District be
an active part of the educational consortium that
will help us to join forces with other county
schools, and by doing so, will keep our costs as
reasonably manageable for the taxpayers of our
district.

With my best wishes for an academically
profitable year for your child, I remain.
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PAHS students nominated for     
BY JANNA EVANS

BY PAHS SOPHOMORE

TORI BAYLIFF

PAHS SENIOR

PHOTO BY DAVE MCKEOWN

WINNERS — PAHS scholarship winners Cori Quirk, Michquelena Potlunas, Pat
Troutman, Brian Doyle, Dana DiRenzo and Farrah Munir pose with PAHS Director
of Guidance Mrs. Mary Ellen Setlock. Not pictured: Tori Bayliff and Jonathan Starr.

Many now eligible to compete for national prizes

Every year, dozens of
PAHS students apply

for scholarships hoping
to get a little aid for
their upcoming college
career.

Pottsville’s best are
nominated for several
awards and a lucky few
have already been
awarded scholarships.

One of those students
is senior Pat Troutman.
He was chosen as the
school nominee for the
Principal’s Leadership
Scholarship.

Pat is the son of Craig
and Bridget Troutman.
He plans to attend Penn
State University
Schuylkill Campus for
two years, then go to
University Park Campus
and major in pre-
medicine.

Eventually, Troutman
hopes to attend the
Hershey Medical School.

Troutman is the
senior class president, a
member of the Drama,
Key, Spanish and Sketch
Clubs, Student Council
and Quiz Team.

He has already
planned how he will
spend the money if he
wins.

“I feel this scholar-
ship will be quite
helpful in my plans for
the future,” Troutman
said. “I can use it to pay
for certain things that I
currently can’t afford.”

The winner or the Air
Force ROTC Scholarship
was senior Jonathan
Starr, son of Harold and
Sylvia Starr.

He plans to attend
Penn State and major in

electrical engineering.
Also, Starr plans to
become an officer in the
United States Air Force.

He was surprised
when he found out that
he has been nominated
for the award.

“An accidental
occurrence thrust me
into a situation in
which my credentials
could finally get some
real results for me,”
Starr said.

The Hugh O’Brien
Leadership Award is
given out each year to a
student who partici-
pates in community
service in and out of
school.

This year, Farrah
Munir was given this
award with Dana
DiRenzo named as the
alternate.

Munir, a sophomore,
is the daughter of Dr.
Muhammad and Misbah
Munir. She is involved in

Students Against
Driving Drunk, German
Club, Peer Educators,
Tide Lines newspaper,
Quiz Team, Marching
and Concert Bands and
Tennis. Her future plans
are to attend college
and study medicine to
become a doctor.

As the school winner,
Munir will travel to a
leadership conference
and meet with the other
Hugh O’Brien winners
from around the state.

She is looking forward
to attending this
seminar.

“I’m really anticipat-
ing the day when the
actual program begins
because I have heard
many great things about
it from students who
have previously at-
tended it. I wanted to
be a part of this
program because I
believe it will be
beneficial to me by

strengthening my
leadership skills and
allowing me to meet
new people from all over
Pennsylvania,” Munir
said.

DiRenzo is a PAHS
sophomore and the
daughter of Mary Ellen
and Michael DiRenzo.

She is involved in
Marching, Concert and
Stage Bands and is a
member of the Varsity
Tennis team. She also
takes private piano and
saxophone lessons.

She plans to attend
college and medical
school.

DiRenzo viewed being
chosen as the alternate
as an inspiration for her
to work even harder in
the community.

“The alternate
scholarship better
motivates me to help
out the community even
more,” DiRenzo said.

Cori Quirk has been

“ I really put a
lot of work into

all the
organizations I

volunteered
for, especially
the Recycling

Project I
started at the

United
Cerebral Palsy.
Receiving this
award made

me realize that
I am making a

difference and I
will definitely

continue
volunteering

for my
community.
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  prestigious national scholarships
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THE FIRST STEP — Senior Pat Troutman fills out an application for the Comcast
scholarship. This was one of many applications filled out by scholarship-seeking
seniors each year. Troutman was chosen as the PAHS nominee for the Principal’s
Leadership Award, a national scholarship awarded each year.

I wanted to be
a part of the

program
because I

believe that it
will be

beneficial to
strengthening
my leadership

skills and
allowing me to

meet new
people from

all over
Pennsylvania.

”

“
FARRAH MUNIR

PAHS
SOPHOMORE

chosen as a Commended
Student by the National
Merit Scholarship
Corporation.

Quirk was selected for
the award based on her
PSAT. On the 2001 PSAT,
she scored in the top
five percent of students
from around the
country.

She was one of
approximately 34,000
students who  receive a
letter of commendation
from the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation.
The letter was presented
to Quirk by PAHS
Principal Mr. Charles
Wagner.

In addition to this
award, Quirk is nomi-
nated for the Prudential
Spirit of Community
Award.

Quirk is the daughter
of Robert and Mary
Quirk. She plans to
attend college and
major in Pre-Medicine.

She is a member of
the National Honor
Society and Delta
Epsilon Phi German
Honor Society and
Enrichment.

In addition, Quirk is
the Peer Educators
President, German Club
Vice President, Key Club
Web Editor and a
member of the Students
Against Driving Drunk
Executive Board.

She is also a Girl
Scout and a member of
the Quiz Bowl team.

Michquelena Potlunas
is the daughter of John
and Michelle Potlunas.

She is the winner of
the DAR scholarship and
also has been chosen as
a nominee for the
Wendy’s scholarship.

She is the President
of the Marching and
Concert Band, Treasurer
of the Spanish Club, as
well as a member of the
Varsity Basketball team,

National Honor Society,
Key Club and the
Schuylkill Youth
Symphony.

She has also been a
member of County
Chorus and Band,
District Orchestra and
Band, Region Orchestra
and Band.

Potlunas plans to
attend Penn State
University, University
Park and major in
Mechanical Engineering.

Another nominee for
the Wendy’s Scholarship
is Brian Doyle.

He is the son of
Robert and Christine
Doyle and is involved in
baseball and TKD.

Doyle plans to attend
college and major in
Biochemistry or Chemi-
cal Engineering.

Senior Tori Bayliff has
been nominated for the
Presidential Spirit of the
Community Award, an
award given to a

student who devotes a
large amount of their
time to volunteering in
the community.

Bayliff is the daugh-
ter of Tim and Robin
Bayliff.

She is a member of
the swim team. In
addition, she serves as a
volunteer for multiple
organizations. At the
United Cerebral Palsy
she worked with multi-
handicapped adults and
started a recycling
program.

Bayliff initiated a
Swimming Buddy
program at a local
YMCA, served as a
teacher’s aide at IU 29
and began a cleanup at
the Jerusalem Cemetery.

She feels glad to be
honored based on her
many hours of commu-
nity service.

“I was really happy
that all my volunteering
was recognized,” Bayliff
said. “I really put a lot
of work into all the
organizations I volun-
teered for, especially the
Recycling Project I
started at the United
Cerebral Palsy. Receiving
this award made me
realize that I am making
a difference and I will
definitely continue
volunteering for my
community.”

After high school,
Bayliff plans to attend
East Stroudsburg
University where she
will major in Special
Education and plans to
join the swim team.

All of these nominees
and winners are model
students and citizens
who have worked very
hard to bring pride to
the Pottsville Area
School District.



Wavelengths6 MARCH 2003

“

“

MRS. JEANIE

LYNN

JSC PARENT
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Continued from Page 2

CHOWING DOWN — JSC kindergarten student Isiah
Roten sinks his teeth into a s’more that he made at the
Reading Night. Each student at the event enjoyed his
own campfire creation.

QUALITY TIME — Ms. Marissa Miller and her daughter
Hailey Lewars work together on creating a s’more to
eat by the campfire in the cafeteria. The two enjoyed
the time together. “I brought Hailey here tonight so that
we could spend quality time together,” Miller said.

CAMPFIRE FUN — Shortly before the lights were turned
out on the JSC Cafeteria, parents and children set up
their blankets and get themselves set to read together
by flashlight.

My daughter
Kelsey is the
youngest of

six children. I
wanted to be
able to have
something

special to do
for the two of

us. Kelsey
loves to read,
so I thought

that this
program would
be good for us
to get involved

in.

own.”
In addition to Dando

and JSC Principal Mrs.
Paula Ney, the school’s
reading specialists were
also present at the
program.

For some parents at
the program, reading
was a tradition in their
home.

“My daughter Kelsey
is the youngest of six
children,” Mrs. Jeanie
Lynn said. “ I wanted to
be able to have
something special to do
for the two of us. Kelsey
loves to read, so I
thought that this
program would be good
for us to get involved
in.”

Others saw the
Reading Night as one
more in a long line of
quality programs that
have been held at JSC.

“The school offers
such great programs,
and I wanted to be able
to take advantage of
them with my daughter
Kyra,” Mrs. Krista
Barano said.

Many of the parents
in attendance had
already established a
solid reading program
with their children.

“I already read to my
children Angelo and

Alexandra every night,”
Mr. Lou Disabella said.
“But we wanted to use
tonight as a way to
spend more quality
time together.”

Many of the children
in attendance at the
program were already
avid readers them-
selves.

“I love to read,” Kyra
Barano said. “My
favorite book is ‘The
Valentine Bears.’”

Mr. Dando was
impressed with the
large number of parents
and children in atten-
dance at Reading
Night.

“From what I saw,
the turnout at the
program has been
great,” he said. “I hope
that it will continue to
grow in the years to
come,” he said.

 In order to continue
reading at home, each
student at the program
had their choice of a
book and bookmark to
take with them.

“By allowing the
students to take the
books home with them,
we hope that it will
encourage them to go
out and get other
books to read with
their parents,” Mr.
Dando said.

POTTSVILLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMUNITY
COMPUTER COURSES - SPRING REGISTRATION
• For Application Information, contact Ms.
Mary Ellen Matunis at 621-2021 or log on
to www.pottsville.k12.pa.us

• Cost: $20 to $50, depending on course

• Most courses last three or six hours

‘Camp Cafeteria’
program promotes
reading at JSC
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TideLines
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 • Bridget Freiler
PAHS Junior
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3-7 — National Foreign
Language Week
6 — PAHS Parent/Techer
Conferences
4-8 — County Band Festival
8 — Citizen Bee
10— Lengel PTO 8 p.m.
10-14 —JSC Kindergarten
registration

• John S. Clarke
   Elementary

School:
621- 2947

• D.H.H. Lengel
   Middle School:

621-2924
• Pottsville Area
   High School:

621-2962
• Academic Center:

621-2900

PASD
Phone Numbers
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3 4

New computer class coming to PAHS next year
BY JACQUI PETOCK

    PAHS SOPHOMORE

11 — JSC PTO 7 p.m.
13-15  — Region Band
20 — Schuylkill County
Quiz TeamTournament
20-22 — Region
Orchestra
22 — Pottsville
Republican & Evening
Herald Spelling Bee
28 — Deadline to sign

up for 5/3 college boards

April
1-5— Jr. Twin Valley Band
Festival
5 — Lengel PTO 5th/6th
grade dance
7-11— National Library
Week
14 — Lengel PTO 8 p.m.

Bensinger, Samantha
Blum, Dana DiRenzo,
Janna Evans, Julie
Harahush and  Amy
McKenzie; freshmen
Dustin Ford, Jen
Hardock and Nicole
Seward.

• Junior becomes
snowflake princess

PAHS junior Shelby
Grabowski won the
Snowflake Princess
title at the Greater
Pottsville Winter
Carnival, held
January 25.

She is the daughter
of Frank and Janet
Grabowski. She is a
member of the Varsity
Swim team and the
Key Club.

Grabowski plans to
attend either
Georgetown

University or Lafayette
College. She is
undecided on her major.

Grabowski was one of
26 high school juniors
who competed in the
pageant.

As the winner of the
contest, Grabowski
received $200, a color
television and a trip to
Atlantic City to see the
Miss America Pageant.

• FBLA members
attend state workshop

Students involved in
the Future Business
Leaders of America
participated in the
Spring Leadership
Conference, held
January 31 at
Bloomsburg University.

Three hundred
students from 13
schools particpated in

the event.
Senior Steve

Matalavage placed first
in Accounting 2 and
senior Stephanie Dinger
placed second in the
same event.

The two are eligible to
attend the State
Leadership Conference in
April.

In the past decade,
computers have

become more
popular than ever.

Technology is a
part of everyone’s
daily home and work
life.

With the
predominance of
computers and
technology in society,
PAHS freshmen are
now required to take
an additional credit
of computer
technology classes.

The change came
about because of the
number of careers
available in the field
and the increased

utilization of computers
in the work place.. 

Over 600 computers
are currently available
in five computer labs,
as well as in the library
and in every PAHS
classroom. In addition,
the software available is
updated on a regular
basis.

A full credit of
technology will also be
mandatory for incoming
PAHS students.

New courses are being
added so that the
requirement can be met
and for students
interested in the
computer technology/
information systems
fields.

 IT Essentials is going

to be added to the
technology program for
the 2003-2004 school
year.

 The technology
curriculum already
includes courses such as
Advanced Desktop
Publishing, Computer
Applications, Exploring
Microsoft Office, and
CISCO Networking.

CISCO was first
introduced during the
2001-2002 school year.

The CISCO program at
PAHS is spread out over
two years and deals with
the latest software
technology.

The class is available
to juniors and seniors.

Students who
successfully complete

the course are able to
obtain a CISCO Network
Certification.

IT Essentials is a
networking course that
will be offered to
freshmen and
sophomores to prepare
them for the CISCO
class.

“IT Essentials is a new
computer course that
will be offered as of
next year. The new class
will deal with how the
computer systems work
mechanically. This
course is open for all
students. This course
will offer new
opportunities to those
students interested in a
career in computer
technology,” Guidance

Counselor Ms. Ellen
King said.

IT Essentials will
focus on the internet
function/capabilities of
the computer and
construction of the
computer system
hardware.

Because of the added
requirement, the new
computer course is
expected to be very
popular among
freshmen

“Scheduling the new
course may be difficult
because of its
popularity so it is
suggested that those
who are interested in
the course sign up as
soon as possible,” Ms.
King said.
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Tutor program makes impact at PAHS and JSC
BY ALINA GAYEUSKI
BYPAHS SOPHOMORE

HELPING OUT— PAHS senior Crystal Pugh works with
her student Shawn Matz outside of his fourth grade
classroom.
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As one walks down
 the hallways of

JSC, they might see a
teen sitting on the floor
working on reviewing
spelling words, practic-
ing math skills and
enhancing reading
abilities with an
elementary student. 
  They are taking part in
the Peer Tutor program.

To many, these two
might seem like an odd
pair, but they actually
work well together and
help each other gain a
new perspective on life.

Everyday, members of
the Peer Educator
program from the high
school make the journey
to the elementary
school to help out.

Starting at 2:40 p.m.
and ending at 3:10
p.m., these students

work with their child to
help them in many
different subjects.

The elementary
children are not the
only ones who gain
something from the
program.

The high school
students enjoy the
benefits they receive
from working with a
younger student.

“I’ve been a tutor at
the elementary school
since my sophomore
year.  Being able to help
younger kids is great.
The kids work really
well with the tutors.
The students look
forward to their tutors
coming each day. Being
a tutor is a great
experience and I’m glad
I became a tutor,”
senior Crystal Pugh said.

In addition to
conventional teaching
methods, the tutors also

use activities such as
computer games to help
reinforce material.

The elementary
students respond well to
the high-tech learning
approach.

“Having a tutor is
fun.  I like when we go
to the IST (Instructional
Support Team) room to
work on the computer.
I also like getting out of
class,” fourth grade
student Shawn Matz
said.

This program is
carefully orchestrated
between the two
schools.

Connections are made
between elementary
students in need of help
and high school stu-
dents in the Peer
Educator Program.

The hard work of
PAHS faculty member
Mrs. Barbara Wagner and
JSC faculty member

Mrs. Barbara McGinley-
Clauser, along with the
help and support of
faculty members in both
schools, have added to
the success of the
program.

Wagner is proud of
the commitment that
the high school stu-
dents have made to
being a part of the
program.

“I stand in awe of our
Pottsville Area High
School students that
travel over to John S.
Clarke two days each
week, in all kinds of
weather, to share a
piece of themselves with
a child. It definitely
says something wonder-
ful about their character
and their priorities in
life,” Wagner said.




