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PROUD WINNERS — The winners of the VFW essay contest were honored at the
organization’s banquet.  Front Row : Sarah Hahner, Michael Fries, Alex Morris, Arielle
Fisher, Emily Hobbs, Molly Boran. Back Row : Jevin Reeve, Taylor Sidler, Elliot
Beadle, Katie Hranchock. The students are holding the essays that were chosen
as the contest winners.

 continued on page 3

JSC students
‘Read Across
America’

• Senior chosen as
Student Journalist
of the Year

Senior Mike
Rajchel was selected
by the Pennsylvania
School Press Associa-
tion as Yearbook
Student Journalist of
the Year. He will
receive $1,000 and
will be honored at
the Newspaper
Publishers Associa-
tion Technology
Conference March 23
in Hershey.

He has been a
member of the
Hi•S•Potts Yearbook
Staff for the past
four years, assuming
the position of
Executive Editor-in-
Chief his senior year.

Rajchel plans to
attend St. Joseph’s
University and major
in biology and minor
in communications.

He is also the
treasurer of Sketch
Club, an Eagle Scout
and involved in
FBLA, Marching and
Concert Bands.

Senior Jenna
Spinelle is one of
seven finalists for
the PSPA Newspaper
Student Journalist of
the Year. The results
of the contest will be
announced in early
March.

continued on page 7

Each person has his
own unique vision

for America, but it takes
someone truly gifted to
put those ideas onto
paper.

That is exactly what a
group of Lengel seventh
and eighth grade
students did. Under the
direction of Miss Susan
Runkle, they partici-
pated in the annual VFW
Essay Contest.

Eighth grade students
Elliot Beadle, Katie
Hranchock, Jevin Reeve
and Taylor Sidler and
seventh grade students
Molly Boran, Arielle
Fisher, Michael Fries,
Sarah Hahner, Emily
Hobbs and Alex Morris
were chosen as the
school winners of the
contest.

Each winner received
a $50 savings bond and
was honored along with
the winners from other
school districts at the
VFW banquet.

Out of those students,
Fries was chosen as both
the district and the
state contest winner. In
the state competition,
his entry was chosen
the best out of 6,855
entries from Pennsylva-
nia.

His essay topic was
respect.

“I think that we

would have a better
country if everyone had
more respect for both
themselves and others,”
he said.

He cited the example
of school shootings that
have taken place over
the past few years.

“Those kids were
made fun of, and that
caused them to do what
they did. If they had
been respected by their
classmates, maybe that
would not have hap-
pened,” he said.

The students’ topics
were very diverse. For

example, Morris chose to
write his essay on the
exploration of Mars.

“I think that if we
explored Mars, we would
be able to find valuable
resources that would
help us on earth,” he
said.

 Hahner, another
seventh grader, ex-
pressed her dream for a
more morally correct
America.

“I believe immorality
is the main cause of
smaller problems,” she
said. “If there was less
crime and less immoral

behavior shown on TV
shows, our country
would be a lot better.”

For some students,
finding cures for
diseases was important.

“I decided that my
topic would be the cure
for cancer,”  Boran said.
“Someone I loved died
because of cancer. If
there was a cure, she
might still be alive
today.”

Stopping terrorism
was a priority for other
students.

“Terrorism is some
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PAHS students serve as mentors at JSC
‘Read Across America Day’ celebration
BY JENNA SPINELLE

    PAHS SENIOR

PHOTO BY STEPHEN KRATER

TELLING THE TALE — First grade students from Mrs. Sandy Griesbaum’s first
grade class listen with excitement as PAHS junior Shannon Griegel reads “Thomas’
Snowsuit.”

One of the things
   that every child

looks for is a role model.
Whether it comes from a
sibling, parent or friend,
everyone has one or two
people they look to for
inspiration and guid-
ance.

John S. Clarke
kindergarten through
second grade students
got to meet some high
school mentors at the
annual Read Across
America Day celebration
held February 19.

One student, junior
Shannon Griegel, read
the book “Thomas’
Snowsuit” to Mrs. Sandy
Griesbaum’s first grade
class.

 The children enthusi-
astically cheered along
as Griegel told the tale
of the boy who did not
want to wear his winter
attire.

“My favorite character
in the book was the
teacher because I
thought she looked
funny,” Angie Fietz
said.

Fietz was one of many
students who said that
they read with their
families outside of the
classroom.

“My parents and I
read a lot,” she said.
“My favorite book is
‘The Cat in the Hat.’”

Some students even
read with their pets.

“I like to read with
my mom and also with
my dogs,”  Justin
Androsko said. “I really
don’t have a favorite
book; I like all of
them.”

Another student,
freshman Tim Camise,
read “Green Eggs and
Ham” to Mrs. Janet
Terefencko’s second
grade class. Many of the
children were familiar
with the book and were
able to speak along
with the narration.

“My favorite book is
‘Green Eggs and Ham’ so
it was good to hear it
again today,” Shawn
Riegel said.

Like their first grade
counterparts, the
second grade students
also spend time reading
at home.

“My favorite book to
read at home is ‘10
Apples Up on Top,’”
Brett VanderMeer said.

The reading program
was started by PAHS
faculty member Ms.
Sherrill Silberling and
JSC faculty member Mrs.
Kathryn Case. Since
Case’s retirement, Mrs.
Terefencko took over
the position.

The event was
supposed to be held
March 2 in honor of Dr.
Seuss’ birthday, but had
to be moved because of
the band’s trip to
Florida.

Although the project
was a fun activity for
both the high school
and elementary school
students, there was a
deeper meaning
beneath the surface.

“The reading project
is a nice one to do
because it gives the
students a chance to
interact with positive
role models,” Silberling
said. “It also serves to
promote reading among
the children.”

POTTSVILLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMUNITY
COMPUTER COURSES - SPRING REGISTRATION
• For Application Information, contact Ms.
Mary Ellen Matunis at 621-2021 or log on
to www.pottsville.k12.pa.us

• Cost: $20 to $50, depending on course

• Most courses last three or six hours

PHOTO BY STEPHEN KRATER

STORYTIME — PAHS sophomore Mike Furr read the story “Froggy Eats Out” to
Miss Kristyn Case’s first grade class. These students, as well as many others,
looked to their readers as role models.
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Dear Members of the Community,

PASD maintains fiscal responsibility while providing the best possible education

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Very sincerely,

Essay contest winners chosen

This is a busy time of the year for all of us, and one of the tasks at
hand is the preparation of our individual family taxes as an account
of the income and expenses of each of our households.

Like individual households, our school district utilizes this period
of the year to analyze our previous spending patterns and prepare a
budget for the ensuing academic year. This is a daunting task that
requires the input of every member of our faculty and staff as each
member submits his/her individual classroom budget. Our goal
continues to be to provide our students with the best possible
education with the most prudent use of our tax dollars.

As you know, our governor’s proposed budget for the 2004-2005
academic year calls for a 1.5% increase in our basic educational
subsidy. This is the lowest increase that the Pottsville Area School
District has received in the last ten years. It is only by careful and
astute management of funds that we have been able to maintain the
quality of our educational program. Each faculty member is aware of
the important need to handle each dollar in our budget carefully, and
I commend each of them for respecting this responsibility as they do.

One difficult situation that our district presently faces is that of
special education costs. During the 2002-2003 school year, the
Pottsville Area School District spent approximately $2,241,614 to
offer services for our special needs students. This year the cost of
providing those services is estimated to be $2,808,126, an increase of
25% over the previous year. In addition to our special education
costs, the district has been mandated to provide programs as part of
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. This is an unfunded mandate,
which means that although we are required to abide by these
regulations, there are few federal dollars to implement the programs.

continued from page 1

”

“I think that we
would have a
better country

if everyone had
more respect

for both
themselves
and others.

MICHAEL FRIES

LENGEL SEVENTH

GRADE STUDENT

thing that affects myself
and many others,”
Fisher said. “I wrote
about it to express how
strongly I personally
feel about it and how I
wish there wasn’t any.
Even though I haven’t
lost anyone personal, I
know of someone who
did and what they went
through.”

For some of the young
writers, their topics
were more personal.
Hobbs wrote her essay
entitled “Matt the
Gentle Giant” about
Matthew, a young man
who was killed in a fight
in Philadelphia.

“I chose Matthew as

my topic because it
made me think about
how short life really is.
To end life so early
because of an act of
violence seems silly.
Matt, his family and
everyone else who knew
him never expected he
would go out that night
and never come back,”
she said.

Eighth grade student
Beadle expressed his
wish for domestic
spending.

“I wrote my essay on
the money we are using
in Iraq. We could use it
here instead,” he said.
“I feel that our money
should be used in our
country. We should not

use it for the people
who are not grateful.”

Reeve backed up
those feelings. He also
wrote his essay on the
war in Iraq.

“I feel that there is
way too much fighting
for no good reason,” he
said. “I also feel that if
there was not war, we
could accomplish a lot
more things instead of
wasting our time.”

Hranchock based her
essay on her family’s
military service.

“My essay was about
why war is wrong and
how it can be pre-
vented. I chose this
topic based on my
personal experiences

with my stepfather
stationed in Kuwait,”
she said.

Sidler’s essay dealt
with improving life for
future generations.

“My topic was
improving life for kids. I
chose it because kids
are the future genera-
tions and if we can
improve things such as
crime, the world will be
a better place to live,”
he said.

Whatever their
chosen topic, these
pupils prove that
America’s students are
concerned about what
goes on in their world
and are planning to deal
with problems they see.

In addition, the Pottsville Area School District has had to contend
with an increase in the rate of employee retirement contribution. In
the 2001-2002 school year, costs to the district were 1.09%. In the
2004-2005 school year, the rate will increase to 4.23%, which
amounts to a little less than a 300% increase over a three-year
period. This increase has been mandated by the state without
providing the districts any financial assistance.

Finally, as you observe your own health care costs rapidly rising,
we, too, are experiencing a similar situation. For the 2003-2004
school year, the district spent approximately $2.6 million to provide
health care coverage for its employees. Next year costs are projected
to increase by more than 50%.

Unless our state legislators enact a more equitable method of
funding public education, school districts like ours will be forced to
either pass on the additional costs to the local taxpayer or cut/
eliminate programs currently being offered to all students.

I feel that it is important that you realize that we, as a district, are
worthy stewards of the dollars which you entrust to our discretion.
Our highest priority is serving our students well, and we continue to
do that as we maintain a carefully monitored budget.

We thank you for your trust in us to serve you as best we can with
the dollars you invest in our youth.

With my best wishes for a profitable academic year for all of our
students, I remain
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I hope that I
win one of the
scholarships

because I
could really

use the money
for college ...

”

“
 KATIE BORAN

PAHS JUNIOR

BY JENNA SPINELLE

PAHS SENIOR

Juniors achieve high PSAT scores
Several in the running for a National Merit Scholarship

PHOTO BY LESLIE ANTOLICK

WITH THE CLICK OF A MOUSE — Junior Janna Evans registers for the SAT exam
via the College Board website. This new technology made it easier than ever for
students to sign up for the crucial test.

For a few PAHS
students, the PSAT

tests are more than just
a preparation for the
regular SAT exams.
Juniors Catherine Boran,
Janna Evans, Shannon
Griegel and Ryan
Pilconis were among the
top scorers from PAHS.

Each has a chance at
winning the National
Merit Scholarship, which
will be awarded in
September to the top
scorers from the
previous year’s test. Of
the approximately 1.3
million students who
take the PSAT each year,
only 8,000 will receive
finalist status.

Each of the PAHS top
scorers has a shot at
winning one of the
scholarships.

Boran scored in the
99 percentile, with a
1450 overall. Although
she is currently unde-
cided about her future
plans, she knows that if
she wins a National
Merit Scholarship, the
money will be put to
good use.

“I hope that I win
one of the scholarships
because I could really
use the money for the
college,” she said.

She felt that the
PSATs were more
difficult than the
regular SATs

“The PSATs were
harder than the SATs
because the test had
more questions and it
also had a writing
section,” she said.

To prepare for the
exams, Boran used

books and studied
vocabulary words.

With a 1360, Griegel’s
results were in the 96
percentile. Her SAT
scores were nearly the
same, showing the
extensive preparation
the PSAT test provided.

“The PSATs were a
nice introduction to the
type of questions that
would be asked,” she
said. “Otherwise, I don’t
believe that my SAT
scores would have been
largely different had I
not taken them.”

Griegel did not do
much preparation for
the exam, but did
utilize technology to do
some work prior to the
test.

“My family has an
SAT-prep computer
program which I looked
at once or twice, but

there was no other
preparation for the
test,” she said.

Pilconis scored a 1310
on the PSAT, which
makes him another
candidate for a National
Merit Scholarship.

He felt that the PSAT
and SAT had about the
same difficulty level and
prepared for the exams
by taking a class as a
sophomore.

“I took College
English Concepts last
year and that class
really boosted by verbal
score this year,” he said.

 Evans, another top
scorer, earned an overall
score of 1280 on the
exam. She found the
exam to be easier this
year because she had
taken it in the past.

“After taking the
PSAT as a sophomore, I

found that I had a
much easier time with
them this year,” she
said.

Her SAT scores were
exactly the same as
her PSAT scores,
showing that they can
paint an accurate
picture of the real
thing.

“I thought that the
PSATs provided a good
look at the real SAT
test and gave me a
good opportunity to
prepare for the exam,”
she said.

These four students,
each with different
interests and outlooks
for the future, shared
the common bond of
academic dedication
and a willingness to
succeed in college and
wherever their lives
may take them.
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Blurring the
color lines
Young artists create ‘freedom
quilt’ for Black History Month
BY KYLE BEVAN

PAHS SOPHOMORE

PHOTO BY JENNA SPINELLE

PHOTO BY JENNA SPINELLE

SQUARE OF FREEDOM — Concentrating on
controlling the strokes of her paintbrush, sixth grade
student Laura Olson works on her part of the “freedom
quilt.” Her work will be combined with that of her
classmates and the other sixth graders to form the final
product.

Who would have
ever thought that

patterns, designs and
color mixing could have
helped students’
understanding of Black
History Month?

Mrs. JoAnne Doyle
and her 6th grade
classes are constructing
what will eventually be
a 168-square-foot
“freedom quilt” out of
construction paper.

Doyle is not the only
teacher involved.
Collaborating with each
other, Mrs. Linda
Rubendall and Mrs.
Stephanie Ziegmont,
both of whom are
reading teachers, are
also involved in the
effort.

Their focus, however
is on the book on which
the project is based,
“Sweet Clara and the
Freedom Quilt.”

Ziegmont is also an
English teacher, and is
continuing the effort
with poetry exercises
based on the book “The
Drinking Gourd,” and
Rubendall will have her
students read “Maniac
McGee,” a story about
the uniting of races
within a city.

“We needed to do
something for Black
History Month, and this
cross-curriculum activity
is perfect,” Ziegmont
said.

The inspiration for
the project can be
accredited to technol-

ogy.
“We found the book

on the Internet,”
Rubendall said, “and the
kids loved it.”

Even Principal Edward
Hauck made a guest
appearance to read
“Sweet Clara and the
Freedom Quilt” to the
students, using his best
Southern accent.

Rubendall, Ziegmont
and Doyle all agreed
that the students were
excited about the
project.

 “They feel con-
nected, especially
because some of them
know about the under-
ground railroad ‘stops’ in
the area,” Doyle said.

Each 6th grade
section constructed a
seven-by-three-foot
quilt which will eventu-
ally be put together on
the floor of Martz Hall.

“We’re incorporating
pattern and design with
color mixing, learning
about symmetry, and at
the same time, we’re
learning to work as a
team,” Doyle said.

Students were excited
about participating in
the quilt making
process.

“I think it’s really
interesting to be doing a
project like this based
on the story,” sixth
grader Omar Munir said.

The quilt will first be
displayed in the middle
school and then later in
the annual school
district art show to be
held at John S. Clarke
May 14.

BLURRING THE COLOR LINES — Sixth grade student
Billy Cook paints the foundation of his ‘freedom quilt’
patch. He will later add designs symbolic of African
American history and culture. The quilt project helped
students improve both their art skills as well as their
understanding of African American history and culture.

We’re
incorporating
pattern and
design with

color mixing,
learning about
symmetry, and

at the same
time, we’re
learning to
work as a

team.

”

“

MRS. JOANNE

DOYLE

LENGEL ART

TEACHER
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“
“

DANA DIRENZO

PAHS JUNIOR

I am looking
forward to

being inducted
into the

Spanish Honor
Society

because my
three years of

hard work
have finally

paid off.

PAHS
students
earn
language
and art
honors

PHOTO BY LISA COTÉ

BY BRIDGET FREILER

PAHS SENIOR

FUNNY FACES— Juniors Gretchen Halsey and Amy Kurtek, two members of Delta
Epsilon Phi, the German National Honor Society, show their ‘vegetable face’ to
their German 3 class. The project was designed to combine students’ knowledge
of both food and body part vocabulary. Completion of tasks such as this is one of
the things that sets honor society members apart from their classmates, showing
that they are willing to work outside of conventional learning methods.

As part of the annual
 National Foreign

Language Week activities
held at the high school,
each foreign language
club inducted its new
members to its respec-
tive honor society.

The new members of
Los Hombres de La
Mancha, the Pottsville
chapter of the Spanish
National Honor Society,
are juniors Emily
Brennan, Jen Buehler,
Amanda Cromyak, Dana
DiRenzo, Shannon
Griegel, Crystal Hinners,
Mercedes Miske, Amanda
Muncy, Ashley Ortiz, Dan
Quirk, Liz Rennick, Liz
Sophy and Tara Tassone
and seniors Sarah
Lambert and Shelby
Grabowski.

The Delta Epsilon Phi
German National Honor
Society inducted juniors
Amy McKenzie and Tracy
Byrne and sophomores
Steve Kheloussi, Phil
Griffin, Nicole Seward,
Rachel Wallace, Bryan
Heim, Joe Burns, Jessica
Lynn and Devan
Degrassi.

The French National
Honor Society has seven
new members, all of
whom are sophomores.
They are Nick Corson,
Ashley Dargis, Samantha

Gibble, Catherine
Herndon, Dana Osburn,
Leslie Pope and Angela
Riotto.

The inductions for
the language honor
societies were held
jointly March 14 in the
high school cafeteria.

Several students
have also become
members of the
National Art Honor
Society.

All members of the
high school’s Sketch
Club are eligible for the
honor society because
the criteria for the club
are the same as the
honor society.

In order to qualify
for the club and honor
society, the student
must have taken at
least one semester-long
art course during his
high school career and
have a B-average in all
art courses he has
taken.

For a freshman to be
eligible, he must
currently be taking a
semester-long art
course.

The members of the
National Art Honor
Society are seniors
Kaleigh Bickleman,
Tasha Blankenhorn,
Megan Bondura,
Crystal Helterbran,
Marcie Leonard,
Samantha Marx,
Michelle McGinnis,
Mike Rajchel, Natasha
Tassone and Joseph
Whitney; juniors
Ashley Bieski, Julie
Harahush, Travis
Kessock, Philip
McClintock, Innocentia
McFarland, John
Mercuri, Evan Ney,
Richard Reed and
Joanie Thomas;
sophomores David
Baddick, Alyssa Boris,
Lori Chylack, Devan
Degrassi, Chelsea
Drennen, Amanda

Franco, Samantha Gibble,
Jen Hardock, Angela Hart,
Allison Hein, Stacey
Hostetter, LeAnne
Kissinger, James Marconis,
Jonathan Nebroskie, Dana
Osburn, Alyssa Palina,
Josh Petrozino, Donald
Reed, Amber Rivera,
Timothy Robbins, Becky
Weyand and Adam Willier;
freshmen Zachary
Campbell, Jared Correll,
Frank Davidavage, Zach
Mont, Megan Price and
Kaia Schroding.

The National Art Honor
Society did not have an
official induction.

The new inductees were
proud of their accomplish-
ments and happy with the
recognition they will
receive because of their
dedication.

“I am looking forward
to being inducted into the
Spanish Honor Society
because my three years of
hard work have finally
paid off,” DiRenzo said.
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TideLines
(continued from page 1)

• Bridget Freiler
PAHS Senior

   Editor-in-Chief

• Jenna Spinelle
PAHS Senior

   Editor-in-Chief

Wavelengths
Staff

PASD Calendar
April
1-3 — Schuylkill County
Band Festival
9 — Good Friday - All
Schools Closed
16 — PAHS Drama Club
Spring Performance
7:30 p.m.
17 — PAHS Drama Club
Spring Performance

• John S. Clarke
   Elementary

School:
621- 2947

• D.H.H. Lengel
   Middle School:

621-2924
• Pottsville Area
   High School:

621-2962
• Academic Center:

621-2900

PASD
Phone Numbers

1 2

3

7:30 p.m.
18 — PAHS Drama Club
Spring Performance
2 p.m.
19-23 — JSC
Metropolitan
Achievement Tests
26-29 — Kindergarten
Screening
28 — Yearbook Signing

Party 7-9 p.m.
30 — Deadline to Sign
up 6/5 College Boards
May
3-7 — AP Exams, Week
One
8 — PAHS Band
Banquet
10-14 — AP Exams,
Week Two

• Senior selected to
participate in
Region Band

Senior Bridget
Freiler has been
chosen to take part
in the Region V
Band Festival. The
festival will be held
March 24-27 at Red
Lion High School,
and the band will
perform March 26
and 27.

• Scholarship
deadlines
approaching

The following
scholarships are due
in the Guidance
Office:

Port Carbon Rotary
Scholarship
March 10, 2004

Helen Reber Hilton
Memorial Scholarship
Filing Deadline:
June 1, 2004

Pottsville Area School
District Scholarship
April 15, 2004

Dr. Walter Bacon
Memorial Awards
April 15, 2004

Dr. Robert Braun
Music Achievement
Scholarship
April 15, 2004

Pottsville Women’s
Club Scholarship
May 1, 2004

Lengel musicians shine at Twin Valley festival
BY SAMANTHA  WERTZ

PAHS FRESHMAN

The Upper Dau-
    phin High School
auditorium will
resound March 20
with the music of
middle school
students from 14 area
schools.

They will come
together in an honors
band to show off
their talents.

The Jr. Twin Valley
Band Festival began
in 1971 when several
area band directors
came together with
the common interest
of beginning an
honors band for
middle school
students.

Pottsville was the
first school to host the
band festival, which has
now grown to 14 area
schools and their
musicians.

The participants are
chosen in a sequence
similar to a draft. Each
director takes their turn
saying the name and
part of their desired
participants until all of
the slots are filled.

This year, Mr. Michael
Ryan, the middle school
band director, has
chosen to send 18
musicians from the
Lengel Middle School
Band.

They are: Meggan
Wallace, oboe; Jocelyn
Blum, clarinet; Sarah
Hahner, alto saxophone;

Jamie Wang, trumpet;
Michael Fries, Kate
Zimmerman, Kaitlyn
Sippel, Lisa Reier and
Rebecca Derbes, French
horn; Frank Muscara and
Kyle Mullin, trombone;
Josh Corson and Joe
Womer, baritone; John
Flanigan, Christian
Newton, John Kline and
Ryan Schweikert, tuba;
and Jordan Franko,
percussion.

The festival will be
hosted by the Upper
Dauphin High School in
Elizabethville. Lieuten-
ant Commander Mel
Kissler will be the guest
conductor. He is the
assistant director of the
United States Navy
Band.

The festival’s partici-

pants are looking
forward to playing
under his direction.

“I’m excited to meet
the director because of
his background with
the Navy Band,”
Newton, an eighth
grade student, said.

Other students are
also excited about
participating in Twin
Valley.

“It’s like a dream
come true to go to
Twin Valley. I love the
challenge of playing
with other bands,”
Reier, a sixth grade
student, said.

Some are looking
forward to meeting
new people and
sharing in the musical
experience with them.

“I love sharing my
talent with kids from
other schools,”
Zimmerman, an eighth
grade student, said.

Some are excited to
see the students that
they had met at
previous festivals.

“I am excited to see
the people that I’ve
met over the past few
years,” Sippel, an
eighth grade student,
said.

The program in-
cludes such arrange-
ments as “Fanfare and
Flourishes,” “With
Quiet Courage,”
“Ancient Air and
Dance,” “Variation
Overture,” “Irish
Rhapsody” and “Pride
of the Corps March.”

Port Carbon Good Will
Fire Co. No. 1
Scholarship Award
March 10, 2004

Harold and Florence
Snayberger Foundation
Grants
Filing Deadline: February
27, 2004

Kathleen Reiber
Memorial Scholarship
March 26, 2004

Alice E. Kear Music
Scholarship
April 15, 2004

Sol Lipton Memorial
Scholarship
March 26, 2004
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Local politicians field students’ questions
BY JANNA EVANS
PAHS JUNIOR

PHOTO BY RONI DERMO

Are citizens allowed
 to put chairs in

their parking spaces on
snowy days?

What inspired you to
get into politics? How
can I become active in
my local government?

These were just a few
of the many questions
posed to Congressional
Representative Tim
Holden, State Represen-
tative Bob Allen and
Pottsville councilman
Larry Lonergan at an
assembly for seventh
graders in the D.H.H.
Lengel auditorium held
February 20.

“In class, we studied
the government and
taxes and where it all
goes,” Kyle Mullin said.
“This assembly helped
most kids because most
don’t understand it and
simpler questions will

help them understand
it more.”

Students from Mr.
John Carestia and Mr.
James Toomey’s social
studies classes stood at
microphones set up in
the middle of the
auditorium to ask the
politicians questions
about their involve-
ment in the govern-
ment.

“I was very nervous
to get up and ask a
question; I was shak-
ing,” Kirsty LaRizzio
said. “We looked on the
Internet to find out
about the representa-
tives and then we
thought of questions to
ask them.”

The seventh graders
posed some tough
questions dealing with
financial issues, road
work, scholarships,
bringing jobs to the
county and what the

legislators’ jobs involve.
Allen, Holden and

Lonergan provided some
history about the
county as well as
mentioning local
projects which are set to
happen in the future.

“I thought it was
interesting learning
about the political
problems that we
sometimes have in the
country,” Brittany
Stanton said.

The three also
explained how younger
citizens can get in-
volved in their local
government and
encouraged the youth to
contact their local
representatives with
problems and sugges-
tions.

“I want to become
more involved in my
local government after
seeing the assembly,”
LaRizzio said.

REACHING OUT — State Representative Bob Allen
takes the microphone during the civics assembly. He,
as well as Tim Holden and Larry Lonergan, answered
the students’ questions concerning government,
political and community issues.


