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TideLines Students open their ‘Helping Hearts’
By: Ashley Beth Martin

PAHS Sophomore

The students of 
D.H.H. Lengel 

Middle School showed 
their involvement in 
the world around them 
during the week of 
January 10 by raising 
money for the tsunami 
victims.
 “This is going to 
haunt the children after 
they grow up. Hope-
fully [what we’re doing] 
will help to give them a 
better life, it’s some-
thing they’ll be able 
to tell their children,” 
eighth grader Antonio 
Rodriguez said.

 Students collected 
money from their 
peers during home-
room. Twenty-five 
cents bought a col-
ored paper heart. On 
the heart, the student 
wrote his or her name 
and then hung the 
heart in the school.
 The students 
involved in the proj-
ect set their goal for 
$1000. After four 
days, they had already 
collected more than 
twice that amount. 
From January 10 to 
January 14 they raised 
$2010.10.
 “I can’t believe we 

made it this 
far. We’ve 
already raised 
$2000,” 
eighth grader 
Megan Sul-
livan said.
 The Help-
ing Hearts 
program was 
run through 
the Family 
and Consum-
er Sciences 
Department.
 Every free 
period, stu-
dents gath-
ered in the 
Home-Ec 
room to fill 
out hearts 
and hang 

them on the walls.
 “There are at least 
20 kids here every 
period helping. They’re 
my best students, and 
you can imagine how 
many of them there 
are. Everyone has to 
take home econom-
ics,” adviser Mrs. Sue 
Pierdon said.
 Money from middle 
school students was 
given to the UNICEF 
program, a non-
profit organization that 
donates the money 
directly to the children.  
Money that the middle 
school raised helped 
to provide food, 
shelter, clothing and 
medicines to children 
who need them.
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REACHING OUT —  Pupils and faculty members at the D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School had the opportunity to donate 25 cents 
toward the tsunami relief fund. Every donor’s name was written 
on a “helping heart” and displayed throughout the school. 

 “I liked working on 
this project because 
we’re helping other 
kids in need. We’re re-
ally helping them when 
they need it most,” 
seventh grader Eric 
Tonsil said.
 In all, the fund-raiser 
was a huge success. 
Walking through the 
school’s halls, one was 
bombarded by the 
multicolored displays 
of hearts covering 
every wall. 
 “It really says a 
lot about how well 
students will help 
when someone needs 
it. I mean, these kids 
could have been us,” 
eighth grader Dex 
Mahute said. 
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District Band 
Participants

The following band 
members were selected to 
participate in the District 
Band Festival: Jennifer 
Hardock, trumpet; Michael 
Fries, french horn; Kate 
Zimmerman, french horn; 
and Amy McKenzie, clari-
net.The concert took place  
at Nazareth High School 
January 8.

National Merit 
Scholarship Finalist

Senior Kate Boran has 
progressed on to the 
finalist level of the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship 
Program. Boran is one 
of 15,000 scholars to ad-
vance. She was chosen 
on the basis of her strong 
academic record, princi-
pal recommendation and 
a self descriptive essay. 
Each finalist will compete 
for one of 25 $2,500 
scholarships. In addition, 
they will compete for 
corporate scholarships. 

Students Win VICA 
Competition

Several PAHS Vo-Tech 
students participated in 
the District 6 Vocational 
Industrial Clubs of Ameri-
ca competition. Christina 
Rubright placed second 
in the Food and Beverage 
category. Carolyn Torres 
earned first place in the 
Culinary Arts contest. 
Torres will advance to the 
state level April 4-6 in 
Lancaster. Dave Daubert 
of the Schuylkill Technol-
ogy Center received third 
place in the Industrial 
Motor Control contest.

REACHING OUT —  Pupils show off the 
hearts they purchased to benefit the tsu-
nami victims. In the center, a thermometer 
displayed the money that was raised. 
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Melodious notes 
flow swiftly from 

the finely tuned instru-
ments, creating a 
serene and pleasing 
atmosphere.
 In the mid-1970s, 
the Pottsville Area 
High School Stage 
Band was born. 
 This group was 
founded by former 
band director Mr. Rol-
lin Miller.
 About nine pieces 
of music were played 
when the band first 
performed.
 During the 1977-78 
school year, the cur-
rent band director, Mr. 
Richard Fries, took 
over the reigns.
 “My very first year 
was difficult. Prob-
ably what made me 
stay was the stage       
band – then the other 
parts got better,” Fries 
said.
 Under his direction, 
the stage band now 
has over 300 pieces 
in its repertoire.

“‘Spain’ is my 

Stage band explores musical possibilities
By: Amanda Rennick

PAHS Sophomore
favorite piece. It is a 
very energetic and fun 
song. It is difficult, yet 
amusing,” sophomore 
Josh Stevens said.
 The small group 
plays varied genres of 
music, including big 
band swing, Latin jazz 
style and a rock beat 
occasionally.
 “I really like playing 
in stage band,” junior 
Dustin Ford said. “The 
music we play is a 
good break from the 
music that I listen to, 
and I like the fact that I 
have a bunch of solos. 
I also like it because 
we play in competi-
tions and get to play 
to people we don’t 
know.”
 The selection 
process of students 
for this band is very 
particular.
 Members are hand 
picked by Fries. When 
he sees someone’s im-
provement in marching 
band, he will invite that 
person to attend a few 
practices and join.
 This ensures that 
only some of the top 
musicians in the band 

play for stage band.
 “In stage band, most 
of the music is incred-
ibly fast and contains 
complicated, jazzy 
rhythms that can throw 
you off very easily and 
take a long time to 
figure out,” freshman 
Frank Muscara said. 
 Ideally, this kind of 
band includes ap-
proximately 16 people. 
However, the stage 
band at Pottsville con-
sists of 23 students. 
This helps its members 
cope with the loss of 
graduates and the 
mastery of the difficult 
music. 
 The school’s stage 
band performs for vari-
ous events, including 
a spring concert, the 
Art Show and the May 
Fair.
 This year, the spring 
show is set for May 
26, 2005.
 They also participate 
in two or three adjudi-
cations for educational 
and encouragement 
purposes. 
 “At adjudications, 
our performance is 
key. We must do our 

absolute best individu-
ally and as a group 
to achieve a high 
score. The competi-
tion helps us grow 
and excel in the stage 
band throughout our 
high school careers,” 
sophomore John 
Jones said.
 In these competi-
tions, eight or nine dif-
ferent high school jazz 
bands participate. 
 Many hours of prac-
tice go into preparing 
the stage band for all 
of its many events.
 It has to prepare 
three songs – the 
opening, a ballad and 
one of choice for each 
adjudication. 
 “Judging for adjudi-
cations is very strict. 
There is an extremely 
small margin between 
the scores of the 
different performing 
bands. Executing the 
essential qualities of 
a stage band member 
to your best abilities is 
absolutely necessary 
in earning your group 
an honorable rank,” 

You must 
feel the 
music, 
rather 

than just 
play it.

“
“

DANIEL
WOOD

PAHS SENIOR

STAGE BAND — From Count Basie to Duke Ellington, 
the PAHS Stage Band perform selections for an audi-
ence and passing spectators at  the Annual May Fair 
held in downtown Pottsville. The group has been an 
institution in the district since the mid-1970s. Com-
prised of the members of the Concert and Marching 
Bands, the students take their skills to the next level 
by playing different styles of music. Under the direc-
tion of Mr. Richard Fries, the band has expanded its   
repertoire from nine pieces to 300 over the course of 
about 30 years. The members are hand selected by 
Fries based on their exceptional individual perfor-
mances during the marching band season. In addi-
tion to annual concerts and special performances, 
the group also participates in competitions. The 
PAHS stage band members are given the opportunity 
to explore unique styles of music.

(Continued on page 3)
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Dear Members of the Community,
   

Dr. James T. GallagherDr. James T. Gallagher

junior Michael Reier 
said.

The hard work and 
dedication of each 
individual enables the 
band to play for the 
long period.

“In stage band, I 
play the trombone one 
part. We meet every 
Tuesday and Thursday 
morning during home-
room and Tuesday 
night. Every rehearsal 
begins with a warm- 
up, and then we play 
mostly jazz music,” 
sophomore Benjamin 
Schuettler said. 
 The band must be 
prepared at all times.
 During Vice Presi-
dent Cheney’s visit 
to Martz Hall over the 
past summer, Potts-

ville’s stage band was 
asked to play.
 Since it was sum-
mer, there really wasn’t 
much time to practice. 
However, some mem-
bers felt that they had 
all the preparation they 
needed.
 “Although we had 
no time to practice 
before the vice presi-
dent visited Pottsville, 
through our hours of 
practice during the 
past school year, we 
felt prepared to take 
on the honor of playing 
at such a prestigious 
event. The members 
of stage band are so 
dedicated and en-
thusiastic about the 
songs we play that 
they become instilled 

in us,” senior Jacque-
lyn Petock said.
 Although the term 
“stage band” is used 
by Fries, most schools 
refer to this group as a 
“jazz ensemble.”  
 “The purpose of 
stage band is to give 
students the opportu-
nity to play music that 
will allow them to be 
creative and to impro-
vise,” he said. 
 In every section, 
there are solos. 
 With every solo, 
there are suggestions 
on what to play. How-
ever, with this group, 
the soloist can impro-
vise, allowing him or 
her to learn to play 
something that is not 
written down.

 “I love playing 
music, and jazz music 
is fun because you 
can really get into it,” 
senior John Mercuri 
said. 
 Many in the school 
hold the false notion 
that there is just one 
band at PAHS, when 
in actuality there are 
three – stage, concert 
and marching bands.
 Some students have 
their preferences.  
 “Stage band is my 
favorite after school 
activity,” senior Dan 
Wood said. “Being 
in stage band is not 
like being in march-
ing or concert band. 
It focuses much more 
on individual talent 
and improvisation. You 

must feel the music, 
rather than just play 
it. It is a great way to 
express yourself, while 
playing America’s style 
of music.”
 Instrumentalists in 
the stage band have 
been emitting crowd 
pleasing music for 
decades. 
 Yet only a small per-
centage of students 
have the privilege of 
being a part of it.
 “There are very few 
of us in the school’s 
stage band, but all of 
us are there to practice 
hard. Mr. Fries specifi -
cally asked us to join, 
and it’s an honor to be 
part of this elite group 
of band members,” 
Jones said.

(Continued from page 2)

During this past year every property owner received at least 
one notice asking for information for the new “Homeowners Tax 
Relief Act,” otherwise known as Act 72, which was signed into 
law by Governor Rendell in July of 2004. When the news of this 
act was provided to the public, it sounded almost too good to be 
true — and it was. Within the next three months, school districts 
throughout the state will be deciding if it will be in the best inter-
est of its residents to be a participant in this pursuit.
 Act 72, at fi rst sight, sounds good — it allows school districts 
to share in the anticipated $1 billion that the state expects to earn 
in tax revenues from the 61,000 slot machines to be placed in 14 
locations throughout Pennsylvania.  The revenue generated by 
the slot machines in addition to a 0.1% increase in the Earned In-
come Tax will be used to offset property taxes to school districts 
that choose to participate in the Act. Should a district choose to 
vote against participation, that district forfeits its right to reap the 
benefi ts of the Act. What is most disturbing, however, is that 50% 
of the realized funds are earmarked for the four counties sur-
rounding the Philadelphia School District with the remaining 50% 
to be divided among the other districts within the state.
 It’s gambling in more ways than one. If the Pottsville Area 
School District chooses to participate, district residents can ex-
pect a property tax decrease of $245 IF the slot machines gener-
ate the projected $1 billion in revenue. If the revenue is limited to 
$500 million, the reduction in property taxes in the Pottsville Area 
School District is projected to be $147 per property owner. The 
obvious incentive for opting into Act 72 is the projected reduc-
tion in property taxes. However, over a brief period of time the 
tax credit will be offset by the cumulative increases in the earned 
income tax coupled with the annual increase in property tax 
permitted by law. 

 The law also limits the percentage by which participating 
school districts can raise taxes to a rate of infl ation index. Any 
increase in property tax above the index would require voter ap-
proval through a referendum that would be placed on the ballot 
in the local election. However, the most damaging impact of this 
legislation would be that the spending gap between the poorer 
and the wealthier school districts would widen because of the 
poorer districts’ inability to increase their revenue based on their 
current smaller budgets. 
 While it’s admirable that this legislation could possibly lighten 
the burden of property owners, it fails to deal with the ongo-
ing problem of equitable funding for public education. Act 72 
provides no additional revenue for public education. It is revenue 
neutral. With increases in health care, special education, retire-
ment and energy costs and the likelihood we will not see a siz-
able increase in revenue from the state and federal government, 
districts are going to be seriously challenged to present balanced 
budgets in the future. 
 Our Board of Education continues to examine the situation very 
carefully. Together we will move forward in our efforts to provide 
the best curriculum for our students while at the same time pro-
tecting our taxpayers and their dollars.
 Wishing you and your child another academically rewarding 
year, I remain

Problem of equitable funding for education continues to exist
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Marble drop project teaches 
important science lessons 
By: Ashley Beth Martin

PAHS Sophomore

Paper, styrofoam, 
pipes, wood and 

plastic. 
 What do these 
things in common? 
All of these materials 
were seen January 10 
in the D.H.H. Lengel 
Gymnasium.
 The Enrichment 
students at Lengel 
participated in an 
experiment called the 
Marble Roll Challenge, 
a national project 
designed to teach 
students important 
lessons concerning 
friction, energy and 
motion.
 The students had 
to construct 20 ramps 
composed of vari-
ous materials. They 
then rolled marbles 
down the ramps. 
The goal was to find 
whose marble could 
roll farthest without 
bouncing after it left 
the ramp.

 “I think the designs 
with more curve will 
do better because the 
marble won’t bounce. 
Bouncing creates fric-
tion, and that slows 
the marble down,” 
Lisa Reier, a seventh 
grader, said. 
 The creativity put 
into the projects 
proved that they knew 
just what adjustments 
to make in order to 
receive maximum 
results. 
 Some students went 
as far as to name their 
ramps. Jay Hawk, El 
Murph and Waldo were 
just a few.
 “It’s nice for them to 
see these aren’t just 
goofy things we give 
them. They see that 
these are projects on a 
national scale,” adviser 
Miss Catherine Heim 
said. 
 Students were given 
a test run before the 
actual measured roll. 
Miss Heim, Ms. Joan 
Koslosky, Mrs. Laurie 

Reilly and Mr. John 
Mahalchick super-
vised and gave help-
ful pointers during 
this run.
 When the time of 

the actual marble roll 
arrived, voices were 
hushed. When one 
person’s ramp was 
up, they needed a 
helper to hold one 
end of a tape mea-
surer by the ramp to 
measure the distance 
from which the ball 
was dropped. 
 Another helper was 
needed to hold the 
other end of the ramp 
where the marble 
stopped. A retriever 
then collected the 
marbles when the run 
was over. 
 Marbles rolled 
more than 50 feet 
across the gymnasi-
um floor as students 
watched from the 
sidelines. People on 
deck did re-runs and 
last minute adjust-
ments, wiggling here 
and tweaking there, 
as they awaited their 
turns. 
 “My favorite part 

WATCH ‘EM ROLL—  Stu-
dents in the middle school 
enrichment program 
constructed marble drops 
made of everyday materials 
such as pipes and card-
board. The goal was to roll 
the marble as far across 
the gym floor as possible 
without letting it bounce. 
The pupils experimented 
with different inclines, 
paths and surfaces to find 
which had the best out-
come. The project served 
as a dynamic and engaging 
science lesson concerning 
energy and friction. Taia 
Bachman, an eighth grader, 
created a ramp that al-
lowed her marble to roll the 
farthest out of 52 ramps 
in the urban category in 
the National Marble Roll 
Competition. All of the 
participants’ distances and 
data are listed at http://sci-
thon.terc.edu/MarbleRoll.   

LOOK IT UP —  In addition to the intricate 
construction of the elaborate marble 
drops, the middle school students re-
searched fascinating information about 
the relationships between energy, friction 
and moving objects. They studied how 
the multicolored marbles would travel 
if the slope was steepened. The way in 
which the balls would roll on varying 
degrees of textured surfaces opposed to 
a smooth one was an additional query. 
Technology teacher Mr. John Mahalchick’s 
computer lab and technical expertise 
were employed and served as fundamen-
tal components of the vigorous research 
process for the talented enrichment class.  
In addition, Librarian Ms. Joan Koslosky 
lent her assistance to the project. 

was finding things to 
build (the ramp) with,” 
eighth grader Jake Bar-
ton said.
 “The Rolling Tide,” 
Pottsville’s team, submit-
ted the longest distance 
out of the 52 ramps in 
the urban category. Taia 
Bachman constructed a 
marble ramp from which 
the ball rolled 3,294 feet.
 Other outstanding de-
signs were constructed 
by Brady Wile, 3281 feet; 
Geoffery Heller, 2761 
feet, Hannah Spece, 
2642 feet; Lisa Reier, 
2606 feet; and Michael 
Ryan, 2566 feet.
 Those who participat-
ed said that the Marble 
Roll was a challenging 
project, but that they 
gained knowledge about 
the energy, friction and 
motion in the world 
around them.

 PHOTOS BY MISS CATHERINE HEIM
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Middle school student wins Mathcounts competition
By: Samantha Wertz

PAHS Sophomore

Theorems, formulas 
and postulates 

were swirling through 
the minds of five mid-
dle school students 
February 5 at the 
“Mathcounts” compe-
tition at the Penn State 
Schuylkill campus. 
 However, that day, 
these students were 
not your average 
adolescents; they were 
“mathletes.”
 One of these math-
letes stood above 
the rest. Jake Barton, 
an eighth grader at 
D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School came in first 
place out of 82 at the 
competition. His high 
placement also earned 
him a spot at the state 
competition in Harris-
burg March 18.
 “Math has always 
come naturally to me,” 
Barton said.
 Mathcounts is a 
nationwide organiza-
tion instituted with the 
purpose of offering 
recognition to students 
who excel in math. 
 It has been an in-
stitution for 21 years. 
Each year 35,000 
students participate in 
the competition on at 
least one level.
 There was four 
levels of the game; 
school, local, state and 
national. 
 First, up to eight 
sixth through eighth 
graders were chosen 
for the school’s team. 
 Then the team went 
on to compete at the 
local level where the 

top mathletes and 
teams proceeded to 
the state level. Only 
the four highest rank-
ing competitors in the 
state will be asked 
to continue on to the 
national level.
 All of the students 
on the team prac-
ticed once or twice 
a week with adviser 
Mrs. Donna Skosnick. 
The mathletes were 
also able to practice 
on their own via the 
Mathcounts website.
 On the day of the 

competition, Barton 
was nervous but pre-
pared.
 “I was very nervous. 
I was just trying to 
remember all of the 
formulas. But, the 
questions were easier 
than I thought they 
were going to be,” 
Barton said.
 The local competi-
tion had four rounds. 
The first was the sprint 
round in which 30 
questions were to be 
answered in 40 min-
utes. 
 Then, in the target 

round, 24 min-
utes were given to 
answer four pairs of 
problems. 

 The whole team was 
allowed to confer dur-
ing the 10 questions in 
the team round. 
 The final round was 
the countdown round 
during which as many 
as 10 contestants 
competed head to 
head in an oral ques-
tion format.
 Jake Barton took 
something else away 
from this experience 
besides top notch 
math skills.
 “The best part of 
the whole experience 
was doing what I love, 
math is my favorite 
subject, and com-
peting against other 
people who feel the 

same way,” Barton 
said.
 He also looks 
forward to the ex-
citement of the state 
competition.
 “I’m excited, but 
I’m going to have to 
study a lot harder to 
win states,” Barton 
said.
 In addition to being 
a top math student 
and a participant 
in the Enrichment 
program, Barton also 
enjoys singing in the 
D.H.H. Lengel sev-
enth and eighth grade 
choir. 
 Jake is the son of  
Ms. Judi Hancock of 
Pottsville.

TOP MATHLETE — Working with teacher Mr. Robert Rennick in Algebra class, Jake Barton calculates the problem’s answer. 
Barton will compete at the state level March 18 after placing first in the “Mathcounts” competition conducted at the Penn 
State Schuylkill campus.

 PHOTOS BY BRITTANY BRENNER
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Shattered glass, 
hospital beds and 

smashed dreams.
 These are the things 
senior Emily Tarcon-
ish was forced to face 
four years ago. 
 After a tragic ac-
cident that resulted in 
Traumatic Brain Injury, 
a disorder that erased 
much of Tarconish’s 
memory and affected 
various everyday 
functions including her 
eyesight and sense 
of smell, Tarconish 
bounced back in just 
two and a half months.
 While it took more 
than that amount of 
time for her to fully re-
cover and adapt back 
into everyday life, Tar-
conish has managed 
to come a long way 
from the hospital.
 “If you had to ask 
me the official ques-
tion ‘Was it phenom-
enal’- absolutely. [The 
doctors] predicted 
with her injuries she 
would be [out of 
rehab] in six weeks 
and she walked out 
in three,” Tarconish’s 
mother, Mrs. Barbara 
Tarconish, said.
 Tarconish was rec-
ognized for her jour-
nalistic efforts. After 
submitting an applica-
tion, she became the 
female recipient of the 
Al Neuharth Free Spirit 
Scholarship. She will 
receive $1,000 for the 
honor.
 The 102 winners 
from every state and 
Washington D.C. will 

gather at the Capitol 
March 20 to compete 
for a $50,000 scholar-
ship. Tarconish will 
stay at the Watergate 
Hotel and take classes 
with the other winners 
while there.
 “It’s going to be 
exciting to work with 
other student journal-
ists and hear all of the 
interesting, well-known 
speakers from Wash-
ington D. C.,” Tarcon-
ish said.
 Emily is also apply-
ing for the Pennsyl-
vania School Press 
Association Student 
Journalist of the Year. 
 The contest allows 
for each state to have 
a $1,000 winner. Each 
state winner then com-
petes for a $10,000 
scholarship.
 Tarconish completed 
a portfolio for the 
state-wide contest. 
That winner will be an-
nounced in April.
 “I know that in pick-
ing Pennsylvania’s 
Journalist of the Year 
the judges are looking 
for diversity in publica-
tions and in the years 
I have written for Tide 
Lines, I’ve also ex-
panded my writing to 
other publications in 
our high school and 
area,” Tarconish said. 
 Tarconish is involved 
in three different publi-
cations. 
 She is an intern for 
the Anthracite History 
Journal, a web-based 
publication. 
 “[The Anthracite 
History Journal] is a 
paper that features 

local history. They 
review books by local 
authors and highlight 
‘local hot spots’ in 
the area. I like to write 
for them because it’s 
fun to explore authors 
in the coal region 
and other interesting 
things that happen in 
Schuylkill County. The 
editor permits me to 
do both,” Tarconish 
said.
 Tarconish is also a 
correspondent for the 
Pottsville Republican 
and Evening Herald. 
She writes news 
stories and features 
along with a frequent 
“Team Youth” column.
 “I started off as a 
sports writer in the 
winter of 2003 and 
then Dino Ciliberti, the 
editor-in-chief of the 
Republican, recruited 
me to write for the 
news section,” she 
said.
 Her biggest job is 
her position as co-

Editor-In-Chief for the 
high school newspa-
per, Tide Lines.
 “Sometimes I feel 
like I don’t have to 
do a lot because 
[Tarconish] gets 
everything done really 
quick and it makes 
my job as an EIC eas-
ier. Emily covers the 
tough issues and her 
writing has improved 
a lot. It’s nice to be 
able to work next 
to someone that’s 
improved like that,” 
co-Editor-In-Chief of 
Tide Lines and senior 
Janna Evans said.
 Her writing for Tide 
Lines has earned 
Tarconish three 
Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association 
Gold Circle Awards 
and a first place in 
the PSPA News Writ-
ing Contest, which 
took place in the fall 
of 2004.
 Tarconish is also 
on the PSPA Student 

By: Rachel Wallace

PAHS Junior

Tarconish earns national journalism scholarship

PHOTO BY NINA PATTON

Executive Board.
 “Board members dis-
cuss ethical journalism 
issues and help people 
involved with the student 
press around the state 
with their own issues 
on student ethics. It’s 
a good opportunity to 
improve the publications 
I work on and my own 
writing because Student 
Board permits me to 
work with other young 
journalists in Pennsylva-
nia,” she said.
 Tarconish’s work with 
the Republican has 
allowed her to have an 
article published for the 
Associated Press.
 “I wrote a story about 
a horse that was mu-
tilated and had really 
cruel owners and how 
he’s doing now with the 
SPCA and his health is 
improving. My editor told 
me about it and it was 
a really cool feeling to 
know that I finally got on 
that level of journalism,” 
Tarconish said.
  

JOURNALIST — Conducting an interview with Vice Principal Mr. Joseph Opalenick, Emily Tarconish 
works to stay ahead of deadline. In addition to being co-Editor-In-Chief of Tide Lines, Tarconish 
was recently selected as the female Al Neuharth Free Spirit Scholarship winner for Pennsylvania. 
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Americans are being 
bombarded daily 

by the press with ex-
penses and casualties 
of the war in Iraq while 
the debate continues 
as to whether the 
United States had the 
right to invade. Mean-
while, thousands of US 
men and women are 
stationed in Iraq, fight-
ing regardless of his or 
her personal opinions. 
 In order to help im-
prove troop morale in 
Iraq, the Publications 
Staff adopted two 
platoons and is writing 
letters and collect-
ing supplies to send 
overseas. 
 The student body 
was asked to partici-
pate by donating sup-
plies. Local businesses 
also got involved by 
asking their custom-
ers to donate loose 
change to the cause. 
 “We felt as though 
we needed to give 
back to the military for 
all the services they’ve 

done. A box with a 
few things in it isn’t 
much but at least it’s 
something,” senior 
Amanda Muncy said.
 Another staffer took 
a different approach 
on her box.
 “I did a Halloween 
box because I felt bad 
that the soldiers were 
in Iraq without the ne-
cessities to celebrate. 
I decorated the box 
and put in costume 
make-up and lots 
of candy and goody 
bags,” junior Addie 
Heffner said.
 A student who put 
together numerous 
boxes was sophomore 
Kelsey Bogan. 
 “I did them because 
I have a lot of sympa-
thy for the soldiers. 
They are suffering for 
us and I think they 
should get recogni-
tion. My parents 
donated and helped 
me out. My dad was 
in the military so he 
thinks it’s a great idea 
and that’s why I do it. 
Just having someone 
in the military made 
me appreciate it 

more,” Bogan said.
 Contact was estab-
lished with the platoon 
through a 1995 gradu-
ate of PAHS, Captain 
David A. Boris. Boris 
was the Hi-S-Potts 
Production Editor-In-
Chief and president of 
the Spanish Club and 
National Honor Soci-
ety. 
 Mrs. Linda Pavao, 
PAHS office manager,  
and  Boris’ mother-in-
law, knows first hand 
how much Boris and 
the platoon appreciate 
the boxes. 
 “Dave thinks it’s 
great, especially 
since everything goes 
straight to the actual 
platoon. They really ap-
preciate all the things 
everyone is sending. 
It’s wonderful because 
of how happy it makes 
them,” Mrs. Pavao 
said.
 The platoon often 
needed to spend much 
time in their tents be-
cause of the extreme 
climate. Because of 
this, they requested 
updated CDs, maga-
zines and newspapers 

By: Rachel Wallace and            
   Samantha Wertz

PAHS Junior and 
Sophomore

Platoons receive care packages from publications students
to keep them con-
nected with what was 
popular at home.
 Boris recently sent 
the PUB Room a letter 
expressing his grati-
tude for the school’s 
generosity. 
 The care packages 
provided a temporary 
escape from the som-
ber atmosphere of a 
war zone.
 “This task and pro-
cess is extremely dif-
ficult, tedious at times, 
and very critical for a 
coalition withdrawal 
from this theater. There 
are a lot of people 
working very hard to 
make this happen, 
including the soldiers 
you support by send-
ing these packages,” 
Boris said.
 The men of the 1st 
Infantry were expected 
to depart from Iraq to 
Germany in February, 
but the tours of many 
soldiers have been 
extended lately. This 
possibility added to the 
strain on the troops’ 
morale.

 “The timing 
for the packages 
couldn’t be better. 
Soldiers are very 
anxious since time 
for us in the theater 
is winding down,” 
he said.
 As this war is not 
expected to end for 
years to come, there 
will still be more 
platoons that need 
sponsoring, and 
a boost in morale. 
This means that 
the PAHS involve-
ment in the Adopt a 
Platoon program is 
far from over.
 “I can’t thank all 
of you enough for 
your support. It’s 
very reassuring to 
know that people 
are thinking about 
us out here,” Boris 
said. 

PHOTO BY STEVE KRATER

FILL IT UP—  Loading boxes to 
be sent overseas to Iraq, sisters 
Amanda and Liz Rennick and 
Kristen and Amanda Muncy work 
together. Students donated every-
day items including everything 
from magazines and eye drops 
to CDs. Businesses also donated 
money to the cause. Dozens of 
boxes were delivered directly to 
the troops overseas. “I can’t thank 
all of you enough for your support. 
It’s very reassuring to know that 
people are thinking about us out 
here,” Captain Dave Boris said in 
response to the care packages.  

March
4 — Opening night for 
PAHS spring musical
7 — Kindergarten 
registration begins
12 — New SAT
24 —Tentative spring 
break begins

31 — Third marking 
period ends
April
6 — Report card 
distribution for all 
schools
25 — Kindergarten 
screening begins

PASD Calendar
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Though only one 
lucky person won 

the football, hundreds 
of people will gain from 
the community’s gen-
erosity.
 The guidance staff 
received a football 
signed by Philadelphia 
Eagles point kicker, 
David Akers, in January 
through the Sovereign 
Bank Scholarship.
 “Our school submit-
ted the second highest 
ranked Sovereign Bank 
scholarship forms out 
of Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey. The top 
three schools received 
autographed Eagles 
memorabilia,” Mrs. 
Mary Ellen Setlock, 
Director of Guidance,  
said. 
 Mrs. Setlock was 
surprised that the 

school won the foot-
ball.
 “Never did I think we 
would be the second 
highest,” she said.
 With tsunami victims 
in mind, Mrs. Setlock 
discussed raffling off 
the signed football to 
raise money for the 
victims.
 “The more people 
helping out for the tsu-
nami, the better. I think 
we did a really great 
job since we only had 
two weeks. We got 
lucky that the Eagles 
won the NFC champi-
onship,” senior Dana 
DiRenzo said.
 The National Honor 
Society teamed up 
with Peer Educators 
and Peer Tutors to sell 
tickets for one dol-
lar each in both the 
school and the com-
munity.

 The group asked 
for donations in the 
homerooms everyday 
for a week leading up 
to the final drawing 
January 4.
 The raffle gained 
steam when the 
Eagles earned a cov-
eted spot in the Super 
Bowl.
 Mrs. Paulette 
Roberts was the lucky 
winner. 
 “I’m a huge Akers 
fan,” she said. “I’m so 
thrilled.”
 An avid Eagles fan, 
Roberts was preparing 
to go to Jacksonville 
for the Super Bowl 
when she heard the 
news. 
 This was the second 
in a series of fortunate 
events for Roberts.
 “My husband and I 
won a chance to buy 
tickets for the Super 

Football raffle raises money for tsunami victims

Bowl in a lottery for 
Eagles season ticket 
holders. We got seats 
on the 35 yard line in 
the eighth row,” Rob-
erts said.
 In addition to pleas-

By: Janna Evans
PAHS Senior

ing an Akers fan, NHS 
raised $950 and Peer 
Educators and Peer 
Tutors raised $690. A 
check for $1640 will be 
donated to UNICEF for 
tsunami relief.

TOUCHDOWN  —  Awarding the football signed by Philadel-
phia Eagle player, David Akers, Dana DiRenzo, Mrs. Mary Ellen 
Setlock,  the National Honor Society adviser; and Farrah Munir, 
present the signed football to Mrs. Paulette Roberts. Roberts 
won the football through a fund-raiser benefitting the tsunami 
victims through UNICEF. The National Honor Society members, 
PAHS Peer Educators and Peer Tutors sold tickets throughout the 
school and community for the cause.     

PHOTO BY KELSEY BOGAN


