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VFW Essay Winners
Three PAHS juniors were 
honored by the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars for their entries 
in the Voice of Democracy 
essay contest. These students 
were Samantha Wertz, fi rst 
place; Timothy Camise, 
second place and Cody Milli-
man, third place.The Voice of 
Democracy essay contest was 
open to all juniors taking AP 
US History at PAHS. 
 The top three winners were 
honored at a dinner January 
20 at which they received 
savings bonds to recognize 
their efforts. 
 The top winner from 
each competing school will 
progress to the district level 
of the contest. The district 
includes Schuylkill, Carbon 
and Monroe counties. Follow-
ing the district competition 
are the state, regional and 
national levels.

FBLA contest winners
Nine PAHS students attended 
the Future Business Leaders 
of America Regional Workshop 
at Bloomsburg University 
January 20. Juniors Gennaro 
Mucci and Eric Rajchel won 
third place for their entry in 
Desktop Publications, while 
freshman Nick Eckert earned 
fi fth place for his individual 
entry in the FBLA Principles 
and Procedures competition.

VoTech students earn 
VICA awards 
The Vocational Industrial 
Clubs of America (VICA) com-
petition held in January hon-
ored several students from 
the North and South Schuylkill 
Technology Centers (STC). 
 The winners were Carolyn 
Torres, third place, Culinary 
Arts; Alyssa Phillips, third 
place, Nail Care; and Jonathan 
Dodds, third place, Related 
Technical Math. Travis Schul-
ler, though invited to compete 
in Carpentry, was unable to 
attend due to illness.

Colors dominate 
2006 senior mural

Athlete letters thrill 
young pupils

Eastern champs 
spread Tide pride

Vocational 
education earns 
honors for trade 
students 

Pottsville Area John 
S. Clarke Elemen-

tary School faculty has 
adopted a new method 
to catch the interest of all 
kindergartners and fi rst 
graders. Because of “Kid 
Writing,” the young stu-
dents are becoming more 
excited to read as much 
as possible.  
 Each student moves at 
a unique pace.  
 “You can’t really write 
lessons. You just have to 
go by the kids’ progress,” 
Mrs. Deborah Moran, kin-
dergartner teacher, said.  
 Kid Writing is based 
on the idea that young 
children can learn certain 
sounds of letters and 
groups of letters before 
really learning how to 
read or write full words.
 They are taught groups 
of letter sounds such as 
“an” or “ing.” These are 
reinforced by displaying 
posters featuring these 
sounds and letter combi-
nations.
 “It teaches them pho-
nological fundamentals, 
letter sounds and recog-
nition,” reading specialist 
Mrs. Karen Moran said.
 Each time the stu-
dents participate in the 
program they follow the 
same general pattern. 
 First they pick a topic 
on which to write. Then 
they draw a quick picture 
to portray that topic. Stu-
dents then work to write 

By: Chelsea Wertz

PAHS Sophomore

MUSE —  Trying their hands at Kid Writing, Emma Walinsky and 
Benjamin Altschuler, fi rst grade, add creative touches to their 
monster stories.
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New approach teaches young authors to write 
a couple lines about that 
picture. 
 If a child struggles on 
a word, he/she draws a 
“magic line” in place of 
it so that they didn’t get 
frustrated. Over time, 
those lines disappear as 
more words are learned.  
 “I like writing new 
words and learning new 
sounds because the 
magic line disappears,” 
Brian Briksza, kindergart-
ner, said.  
 Mrs. Karen Moran be-
lieves that Kid Writing is 
very successful because 
all of the kids show an 
amazing improvement 
with their vocabulary and 
fi guring out spellings on 
their own. 
 The teachers attended 
a seminar on Kid Writing 
in Philadelphia and ob-
served St. Clair teachers 
who had already been 
using Kid Writing to 
become acquainted with 
the program.  
 “I was hesitant at fi rst. 
I thought, ‘How was I 
going to do this? They 
do not know the letters,’” 
Mrs. Deborah Moran 
said.  
 She quickly found out 
that it works well.  
 “It really worked out 
and the kids enjoy it,” 
Mrs. Deborah Moran 
said. 
 If they have not learned 
a sound or are very 
stuck, they will ask their 
teacher or the assistant 
helping the teacher.  
 “We’ll compliment 

them and help to correct 
things and help them 
add more detail to their 
stories,” Mrs. Tamara 
Hanzok said.  
 Mrs. Hanzok helps 
Mrs. Regina Freiler and 
Mrs. Gail Kurtek for half 
an hour two days a week.  
She listens to the stu-
dents read their stories 
and then if there are mis-
spellings or magic lines 
she will underwrite the 
words in the “adult way.”  
She enjoys helping them 
as much as she can.  
 The students are never 
told they are wrong. If a 
word is mispelled, it is 
called “kid writing,” and 
then a word is written 
under it the way an adult 
would write the word.  
 “It’s rewarding to know 
that you are helping 
them.  They know the 
days I come and they 
look forward to me com-
ing so much that I know 
they get attached to me 

and appreciate me,” Mrs. 
Hanzok said. 
 The children know 
it is acceptable to ask 
either the teacher or the 
assistant or the teacher 
for help while writing their 
stories.
 “This program offers 
a lot of things I like.  The 
kids are using imagination 
and forming sentence 
structure with characters, 
verbs and endings,” Mrs. 
Hanzok said.
 Kid Writing helps the 
students form better sen-
tence structure. As the 
year progresses the story 
lengths and involvement 
with different charac-
ters and words become 
longer and more effi cient. 
Everyone agreed that it 
was a disappointment 
for all when Kid Writing is 
missed for a day.
 “I’ve never seen so 
much progress with any 
project we’ve ever done,” 
Mrs. Moran said.
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Over the years many 
graduating seniors 

have left permanent 
marks inside the walls 
of the Castle on the Hill. 
Now the class of 2006 
is having their chance to 
fulfi ll this tradition. 
 The senior mural proj-
ect is a way for students 
to express themselves 
and to leave a visual 
message of their experi-
ences over the years at 
PAHS for generations to 
come. Through the paint-
ers’ depiction of their 
quest for graduation, the 
culture and mood of the 
current times are demon-
strated. 
 “I think the senior mu-
ral project gives seniors 
the opportunity to leave 
a picture impression in 
the school before they 
graduate. It’s a very spe-
cial moment memory for 
everyone,” sophomore 
Demi Ngai said.
 Members of the 
Sketch Club are the 
primary designers and 

By: Sarah Hahner
PAHS Freshman

Colors dominate senior mural
creators of the senior 
mural. Since the begin-
ning of the school year, 
they have been working 
on a design and layout 
which will be displayed 
in the third fl oor hallway. 
The committee meets 
every Monday after 
school and anticipates 
completing the fi nished 
product earlier than 
usual for the entire 
senior class to enjoy 
before graduation. 
 “I really hope that our 
mural will be done early 
this year, so that hopeful-
ly, as seniors, we will be 
able to enjoy it,” senior 
Alyssa Palina said.
 Because no previous 
murals are located on 
the third fl oor, the group 
chose this location so 
that their mural would 
stand out and add 
interest to this otherwise 
untouched hallway. 
 “I really like the loca-
tion chosen for the 2006 
mural. We’re the fi rst 
class to paint on the 
third fl oor,” senior Kelly 
Charlesworth said.
 Students have joined 

the mural committee for  
a variety of reasons, but 
all hope to express their 
creativity.
 “Since this mural will 
be inside the school 
forever, it’s just a good 
way to leave our marks,” 
Franco said.
 Others, however, just 
want to get involved. 
 “Since it’s my senior 
year, I wanted to get 
involved as much as pos-
sible,” Palina said.
 Mr. Mark Dreisbach, 
adviser of the project, 
has overseen the murals 
since 1993, the 2006 mu-
ral will be his thirteenth.
 “At fi rst, the senior 
mural project came with 
my job as an art teacher, 
but I’ve found it enjoyable 
over the years to have 
my students to create a 
community art project,” 
Dreisbach said.
 He also told the artists 
coming into the project 
that they would need to 
contribute 10 hours of 
painting in order to have 
their names on the wall.
 Dana Osburn is the 
creator of the design for 

this year’s mural and 
wants the painting to 
be bright and colorful, 
something for others to 
enjoy. The mural idea is 
to transform the Castle 
on the Hill into a plastic 
castle inside of a fi sh 
bowl.
 “The fi shbowl symbol-
izes the self contained 
world lived in by high 
school students,” Osburn 
said.
 Outside of the fi shbowl 
is a fi shing pole with a di-
ploma as bait at the end 
of a fi shing line for the 

fi sh, which are represen-
tative of the students. 
 According to Osburn, 
club members who have 
been contributing to the 
mural include, Osburn, 
Stacey Hostetter, Franco, 
Palina, Danielle Sylves-
ter, Sierra Mills, Patrick 
Green and Leanne 
Kissinger.
 The tradition of senior 
mural is another example 
of the district’s dedica-
tion to its art program 
and acknowledgement 
of the contribution of its 
talented students.

CAREFUL STROKES — Meticulously adding color to the senior 
mural, Amanda Franco contributes to the fi nal product. 
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By: Kelsey Minnig
PAHS Junior

Senior captures ‘Spirit’ in national journalism contest

Free spirits dream, 
dare, do.”

 This phrase, as stated 
by Al Neuharth, the 
founder of Freedom 
Forum and “USA Today,” 
depicts what it means to 
be a “free spirit.”
 Earning a $1000 schol-
arship for her excellence 
in the area of journalism, 
senior Rachel Wallace 
was honored as one of 
102 recipients of the 
Al Neuharth Free Spirit 
Scholarship. The award, 
which was established 

in 1999, recognizes high 
school seniors involved 
in journalism from across 
the country who display 
leadership and ambition 
through various aspects 
of their lives.
 Wallace, the daugh-
ter of John and Karen 
Wallace of Pottsville, 
completed an applica-
tion which included two 
essays, biographical and 
academic information 
and recommendations 
in order to obtain the 
scholarship.
 “I was so shocked to 
win. I’d spent a lot of 

time on the application 
but it still seemed like a 
long shot. When I found 
out, I was just elated,” 
Wallace said.
 The Free Spirit Schol-
arship acknowledges 
high achievers who not 
only follow their dreams, 
but accomplish far be-
yond what is expected of 
them.
 From leading the 
varsity water polo and 
swim teams to victory to 
editing an award-winning 
newspaper and main-
taining her position as 
number fi ve in her class, 

Wallace demonstrates 
numerous leadership 
qualities.
 “Rachel is a good 
leader because she’s or-
ganized and she always 
has the answer to any 
question you could pos-
sibly ask,” sophomore 
Amanda Markovich said.
 With her involvement 
in athletics, Wallace is a 
four year member of the 
water polo and swimming 
teams, and she was a 
co-captain of both teams 
this year. The scholar has 
played trumpet in the 
marching and concert 

bands for four years 
and has been inducted 
into the National Honor 
Society and the German 
National Honor Society. 
In the publications de-
partment, Wallace heads 
the Tide Lines staff as Tide Lines staff as Tide Lines
the editor-in-chief of the 
school newspaper. Also 
involved in the German 
Club, Wallace holds a 
prominent position in the 
school district and com-
munity.
 “Rachel is a good 
newspaper editor be- 

(Continued on page 3) 



Wavelengths3MARCH 2006 velengthsvelengths

Dear Members of the Community,
   

Dr. James T. GallagherDr. James T. Gallagher

Give the gift of time to your child 

HARD AT WORK —  Organized and diligent describe the 2006 
Pennsylvania Al Neuharth Spirit of Journalism scholarship 
winner. Rachel Wallace is the second consecutive Tide Lines
editor-in-chief to earn this award. In addition to a $1000 
scholarship to pursue journalism in college, she has also 
been granted the opportunity to travel to Washington, DC 
for a conference. During this week, Wallace will meet with 
prominent leaders in the media to learn more about journalism.
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Senior captures ‘Spirit’ in national journalism contest
aspirations. It hasn’t hit 
me yet though; I’m sure 
it will when I get to D.C.,” 
Wallace said.
 During her week-long 
stay at the conference, 
Wallace will join other 
free spirit scholars in 
tours of numerous mu-
seums and other sights 
that Washington D.C. has 
to offer.
 As well as touring and 
attending classes, Wal-
lace will attend the tap-
ing of “Meet the Press” 
with Tim Russert, and 
she will be presented 
with the opportunity to 
converse with infl uential 
fi gures such as Russert, 
Al Neuharth and Ken 
Paulson, editor of “USA 
Today.” 
 The scholars will also 

attend the 2005 Free 
Spirit of the Year Award 
ceremony and dinner. 
From an astronaut to a 
college football coach, 
several spirit award re-
cipients will be honored.
 “I’m so excited about 
going to the conference, 
and I’m especially look-
ing forward to meeting 
the ‘Free Spirit of the 
Year’ — Joe Paterno,” 
Wallace said.
 Wallace truly exempli-
fi es the attributes of a 
successful individual.
 “Rachel always keeps 
her cool while every-
one else panics. When 
everything goes wrong, 
she makes a positive ef-
fort to right the wrong,” 
junior Mike Paulshock 
said.

(Continued from page 2) 

cause she always fi nds 
something for everyone 
to do and allows her 
staff to work up to their 
full potential,” sopho-
more Charles Brenner 
said.
 As one of two repre-
sentatives from the state 
of Pennsylvania, Wallace 
will be recognized and 
take part in a journalism 
conference in Wash-
ington D.C. from March 
18 to March 23. The 
conference will enable 
Wallace to enhance her 
journalistic abilities with 
the aid of press industry 
professionals. 
 “I’m looking forward 
to meeting people with 
similar interests and 

 Have you ever been a participant in a conversation like 
this?  
 “How was your day today?” 
 “Fine”
 “What did you do in school?”
 “Nothing”
 I think we’ve all been there.  We are a nation of very 
busy people.  Our jobs keep us extremely busy, and fam-
ily obligations compound our problems with time.  Par-
ents of young children have become short-order cooks, 
providing meals on wheels between basketball practice 
and swimming lessons.  Piano lessons and scout meet-
ings rule the schedule of events for many evenings in 
households with children in every community of the 21st 
century.  We feel that it is our obligation to provide every 
opportunity for each of our children during their formative 
years.  We are striving to be outstanding parents, but we 
are absolutely exhausted!
 I am a fi rm believer in extracurricular activities, and I 
truly believe that it is these activities that makes a well-
rounded student; however, I also believe in moderation.  

Some parents, while trying to provide every opportunity 
for their children, forget the importance of quality family 
time.  Sometimes in the hustle and bustle of our children’s 
everyday schedules, it is the most valuable things we 
sacrifi ce.  An evening family meal in which everyone par-
ticipates and shares his/her news of the day is probably 
more valuable to your children than any outside event that 
you feel might perhaps enrich his/her life.
 The most important thing you can give your child is 
yourself.  In our whirlwind lives these days, while we’re 
organizing all the activities that we want to provide for our 
youngsters, we often forget to take the time to have fam-
ily fun.  Sometimes all it takes is renting a video, making 
popcorn, and spending some time enjoying an evening at 
home. When children see that they’re important enough 
for you to spend relaxing, fun time with them, they realize 
that you’re with them because you want to be.  There’s no 
greater gift you can give them.

Very sincerely,
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READING UP —  Daniel Grosser fl ips through a Bucknell 
basketball magazine that was sent through “Athletes Who Care.”
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While the current 
pupils at John S. 

Clarke Elementary School 
were not even born in 
1976, Mr. Jack Spleen, a 
JSC fourth grade teacher, 
has been busy since the 
1970s creating ways for 
his students to interact 
with their favorite athletes. 
 For 30 years, Mr. 
Spleen has been suc-
cessfully integrating ath-
letics and sports fi gures 
into his reading, writing, 
mathematics, art and oral 
curriculums through his 
program “Athletes Who 
Care.” 
 Eager fourth grad-
ers were geared up for 
math by calculating their 
players’ statistics. The 
students’ creative juices 
fl owed onto construction 
paper as they created 
their own mascots and 
presented their illustra-
tions to the class. Pupils 
also identifi ed states’ 
capitols, learning about 
the city each time a letter 
from a new state dropped 
in their mailbox.
 “Athletes Who Care” 
had humble beginnings 
as a letter-writing project 
in which students wrote 
to collegiate players in 

By: Megan Miller and Maren MIller
PAHS Juniors

Athlete letters thrill

hopes of gaining auto-
graphed sports memo-
rabilia for the classroom.  
 “My favorite part of 
the project was get-
ting the posters back,” 
student Rikki Williams 
said of his pen pal, Da-
vid Wilson, a Pottsville 
graduate.
 The project emerged 
as an annual favorite in-
volving various activities 
and the incorporation of 
life lessons.
 “The most valuable 
lesson I learned was to 
set goals for myself to 
achieve,” Karlie Janows-
ki said.
 Students were 
surprised to fi nd that 
the athletes had similar 
experiences in their 
fourth grade year. They 
discovered the play-
ers’ favorites ranging 
from meals to TV shows 
through a short survey 
they mailed to the col-
lege students.
 “After several years, 
I thought it would be 
more benefi cial and 
interesting to provide a 
short survey of ques-
tions for the athletes 
to answer,” Mr. Spleen 
said.  “The clan [stu-

dents] helped to brain-
storm some possibilities 
and it became a project 
with a purpose.”
 With 10 years of 
letter-writing under his 
belt, the project received 
national attention. Dur-
ing a media interview 
with Vinny Testaverde, a 
Heisman Trophy winner, 
Testaverde mentioned 
his involvement with 
“Athletes Who Care” as 
a college player.  
 The interview at-
tracted the attention 
of “Sports Illustrated,” 
which featured a pho-

tograph of 
the students, 
as well as 
an article. 
Also picking 
up on the 
project were 
“USA Today,” 
“Sporting 
News” and 
“Sports Il-
lustrated for 
Kids.”  
 Throughout 
the years, the 
project has 
had the par-
ticipation of 
many notable 

athletes including Troy 
Aikman, Barry Sanders, 
Peyton and Eli Manning 
and Tiki Barber.
 John Flannery, a 
Pottsville graduate and 
All-American at Syracuse 
University, not only wrote 
to the fourth graders as an 
athlete, but experienced 
both sides of the project. 
He eagerly awaited re-
sponses from his collegiate 
athlete as a student in Mr. 
Spleen’s class.
 Ties to Schuylkill County 
with Bucknell Bison men’s 
basketball head coach, Pat 
Flannery, allowed the pupils 
to adopt an entire team to 
follow week-by-week.
  Students documented 
the team’s achievements, 
creating a scrapbook for 
the squad to keep when the 
season ended. Flannery’s 
assistant coach, Don 
Friday, moved on to the 
head position at Lycom-
ing College, enabling Mr. 
Spleen’s students to follow 
both teams.
 Learning their subjects 
and everyday lessons, 
students from Mr. Spleen’s 
class reached out to their 
athletic idols and had fun 
doing so.

HUDDLE —  Engaging his class in discussion, Mr. Jack Spleen talks about 
the letters from college athletes they received over the past months.
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”

“ The most “ The most “ 
valuable 
lesson I 

learned was 
to set goals 
for myself to 

achieve.

Karlie Janowski 
JSC FOURTH GRADER
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Help. Teach. Create.  
These were all key 

factors that the students 
in the Enrichment Club, 
advised by Ms. Sherrill 
Silberling, strived to link 
together for their annual 
“Make a Difference Day” 
project.  
 The project has always 
been a success. Last 
year students decided 
to focus on littering and 
spent many months cre-
ating a video which was 
shown to the student 
body during homeroom. 
They also constructed 
anti-littering posters 
which were displayed in 
the hallways of PAHS. 
 Two years ago some 
talented members taught 
music to children at an 
after school program. 
The kids enjoyed the 
unique musical instru-
ments made from every-
day household items.
 The time, energy and 
creativity displayed by 
this year’s Enrichment 
Club members were no 
different.
 Placed in charge of the 
project, seniors Brittany 

By: Heather Shappell

PAHS Junior

Boxes make difference for Child Development
Brenner, Brianna DelValle 
and Roni Dermo met 
with other members of 
the club to create literacy 
kits. 
 The kits were com-
posed of clear plastic 
boxes with decorated 
lids. They were stuffed 
with books, coloring 
pages and other learning 
activities that focused on 
sequence, memory and 
decision making skills. A 
caterpillar sock pup-
pet that changed into a 
butterfl y and a palm tree 
that grew the alphabet 
were just two of the 
many creative designs 
put together by the club 
members. 
 “We put together 
literacy kits, and they 
came out pretty neat.  
We tried to be creative 
and think of activities 
the kids would like,” 
junior Desiree Kosmisky 
said.
 These kits were based 
on books read to three to 
fi ve year olds.  
 “We wanted to give 
pre-school children an 
opportunity to learn 
through entertaining ac-
tivities with their favorite 
books,” DelValle said.

 To get children excited 
about reading, the literacy 
kits were specifi cally de-
signed so the kids would 
enjoy the stories as well 
as learn from them.  
 “The kits had activi-
ties in them that corre-
sponded with a certain 
children’s book.  One of 
them had a felt board that 
you could use to follow 
along with the story,” 
Kosmisky added.
 Not only did the literacy 
kits get the kids excited 
about reading, but they 
also helped in a few other 
aspects of learning.  
 “The kits helped kids 
in Child Development 
learn how to read, count 
and other school skills,” 
Brenner said.
 When completed, these 
literacy kits were deliv-
ered to the local Head 
Start Child Development 
Center in Pottsville.  
 “They helped kids in 
Child Development to 
really enjoy the books,” 
junior Kevin Hillman said.
 All of the participants’ 
hard work paid off.  
Brenner and DelValle, 
along with Ms. Silberling, 
attended the Make a 
Difference Day Special 

Commendation 
Awards Presen-
tation Banquet 
held at the 
Pottsville School 
of Nursing.  At 
the banquet 16 
different projects 
from Schuylkill 
County were 
recognized.  
 The Enrichment 
Club was one of 
these 16 local 
organizations 
chosen to receive 
the County 
Commissioners 
Award.  
 “The award 
was for the best 
of the best for the 

projects,” Brenner said. 
 “I think it was a great 
honor to receive that 
award,” Dermo stated.  
“I’m just glad we were 
able to help the kids out.  
It was a lot of fun making 
the kits, and I hope the 
kids both enjoyed and 
learned from them.”
 Although the 
Enrichment Club had 
completed their Make a 
Difference Day project, 
they defi nitely still have 
more activities before 
the end of school rolls 
around. 
 “We plan on playing 
movies at a retirement 
home,” DelValle said.  
 Many students in 
the club felt it was also 
important to reach out to  
elderly.  
 “It is a good idea to 
have a night where we 
visit a retirement center. 
I think the people there 
get lonely sometimes, 
so they would really ap-
preciate a movie night,” 
senior  Steven Kheloussi 
said.
 “I think the elderly are 
important, and by us vis-
iting them it would really 
show we care,” sopho-
more Charles Brenner 
said.
 Another one of the 
club’s plans is to read 
to the children at the 
John S. Clarke Elemen-
tary School during Read 
Across America Week in 
early March. They have 
done this for a few years, 
and it is always a suc-
cess.  
 “I love reading to little 
kids.  I think they’re ador-
able, and they don’t care 
if I mess up or add parts 
to the story,” Brenner 
said.
 Helping people and 
making a difference 
comes naturally for this 
talented group of stu-
dents.

OUT OF THE BOX — Cutting out the fi gures of animals, sophomores 
Alanna Durkin and Jamie Wang helped assemble literacy kits that were 
donated to Child Development to help children enjoy learning to read.

PHOTO BY RONII DERMO

”
“ I’m just glad “ I’m just glad “ 

we were able 
to help the 
kids out.

Roni Dermo 
PAHS SENIOR
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Eastern Champs spread Tide pride
By: Megan Miller, Maren Miller and Val Hughes

 PAHS Juniors

With fl urries swirling 
through the brisk 

December air, members 
of the Crimson Tide 
JV and varsity football 
teams made their way 
to Pottsville and St. 
Clair district schools for 
pep rallies where the 
youngsters could meet 
the Eastern Regional 
Championship squad. 
To the students at John 
S. Clarke, D.H.H. Lengel 
and Saint Clair Elementa-
ry Schools, the boys were 
considered to be the 
area’s own local celebri-
ties. Signing autographs 
and slapping hands with 
the children, the team re-
ceived the star treatment 
from the kids.
 Applause resounded 
through Martz Hall as 
the 2005 squad was 
honored by middle 
school students and 
faculty members for their 
shining season. Standing 
in the center of the hard-
wood fl oor, bright lights 
illuminating their crim-
son and white jerseys, 

several upperclassmen 
took a moment to thank 
the student body for their 
outpouring of support. 
P-O-T-T-S-V-I-L-L-E rang 
through the air as players 
led their fans in several 
high energy cheers be-
fore leaving.
 “The kids at the middle 
school seemed re-
ally excited to have us 
there. Their energy level 
helped pump me up and 
reminded me of all the 
great moments the team 
had this season,” junior 
Christopher Keip said.
 Still celebrating from 
the events of the most 
successful season in Tide 
football history, the team 
boarded a school bus 
and traveled to their next 
destination, the St. Clair 
Area Elementary School. 
Seated in the gym, a 
number of seniors were 
presented with post-sea-
son awards by Principal 
William E. Moran. 
 “I attended St. Clair 
Area School District, 
so I felt a very personal 

connection with the 
students there. Being 
honored by the stu-
dents, administration 
and faculty is something 
that I am very proud of. 
We had a great run this 
year, and I hope that 
next year we will be able 
to bring home the state 
title,” junior Andrew 
Ireland said.
 Admiring gazes fell 
upon the PIAA AAA 
Eastern Champions as 
they charged into the 
JSC Elementary School 
the following afternoon. 
 “My favorite part was 
getting to see all the little 
kids that really looked up 
to all of us,” junior Corey 
Buletza said.
 At the different el-
ementary schools, the 
teens felt special when 
each grade stood and 
presented a different 
cheer to the players.
 The children enjoyed 
fi nally put faces with 
all the names they had 
heard over the loud-
speaker at Veterans’ 
Memorial Stadium.  
The typically helmet 
clad, pad sporting gi-
ants transformed into 
average teenagers with 
jerseys, an astonish-
ing difference for the 
younger students.  
 “I liked getting to see 
all the varsity football 
players up close without 
their gear on,” fourth 
grade student Zachary 
McDonald said.  “I got 
to see what all of the 
team really looked like.”
 As high school stu-
dents know from their 
own pep rallies, the Tide 
football players can 
cheer nearly as well as 
they play. The elemen-
tary and middle school 
pupils got to witness 
this as the boys per-
formed the famous “P-
O” cheer for their fans.

 These football stars 
got to be famous for a 
day, not only as football 
players but as cheer-
leaders and singers.  
Showing off yet one 
more talent, the football 
players belted out the 
old favorite “Our Boys 
Will Shine Tonight.”   “It 
was awesome to see 
all those little kids who 
look up to us and were 
ecstatic to meet us.  We 
were like celebrities to 
all of those kids,” junior 
Cody Milliman said.
 The senior team 
members each spoke 
telling the pupils their 
future plans, as well as 
their former elementary 
teachers’ names and fa-
vorite things to do with 
their spare time.
 “I just said a few 
things about myself 
so that the kids could 
get to know me a little 
better and also what my 
future plans are,” senior 
David DeMarkis said.
 Coach Kevin Keating 
sang his team’s praises 
as he animatedly in-
troduced each class of 
players. 
 “We’re very proud of 
our kids. They gave our 
fans, our school and our 
community a great run,” 
Coach Keating said.
 Following the pep 

rally, the grade school 
students were pleas-
antly surprised when the 
varsity team stopped by 
their former classrooms 
for a brief visit with the 
current pupils.
 “I really like seeing 
players who were in Mr. 
Spleen’s class when 
they were in fourth grade 
after the pep rally was 
over,” Richard Torpey, a 
fourth grader and Coach 
Keating’s nephew,  said.  
“I also liked how all the 
football team took time off 
from school just for us.”
 Team members also 
had fun visiting their 
teachers, reminiscing 
about past times and 
the memories of their 
elementary and middle 
school experiences.
 “I really enjoyed seeing 
all my old teachers and 
their current classes after 
the pep rally. It was nice 
to be able to remember 
some of the really great 
times I had in those 
schools,” senior Cory 
Brown said.
 The amazing season 
concluded with a bang 
at the three school-wide 
pep rallies, a special treat 
and fi nal opportunity for 
the seniors to put on their 
jerseys and hear their 
names being cheered 
one fi nal time. 

CHEER —  With pom-poms in hand, John S. Clarke students 
cheer on the Crimson Tide football players during a pep rally.

PHOTO BY BRITTANY BRENNER

SHAKE IT —  Senior Andrew Buziak receives congratulations 
from a JSC student during a pep rally for the team.

PHOTO BY RONI DERMO
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PASD Phone Numbers 

• John S. Clarke Elementary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:  621-2962
• Academic Center: 621-2900

March 
13  — JSC PTO 
Spring Fund-raiser 
Ends
15-21 — PAHS Test-
ing Days
16 — Schuylkill 
County Quiz Team 
Tournament
24 — Third Marking 
Period Ends
24-26 — PAHS 
Drama Club Spring 
Musical 
31  — Report Card 
Distribution

April 
2-8  — National Li-
brary Week 
3 — Deadline to Sign 
Up for May 6 SAT
13-18 — Spring 
Recess

24-27 —  Kindergar-
ten Screening
28 —  Deadline to 
Sign Up for the 6/3 
SAT

May
1— Mid-Point 
Fourth Marking 
Period
4 — PAHS Spring 
Band Concert 7:30 
p.m.
1-5 — AP Exam 
Week One
8-12 — AP Exam 
Week Two

Wavelengths Staff
• Samantha Wertz
   PAHS Junior
   Editor-in-Chief
• Katie Zwiebel
   PAHS Sophomore
   Production 
   Editor-in-Chief

The rugged land and 
harsh climate of 

Wales could almost be 
experienced as the DHH 
Lengel Middle School 
came alive November 23 
when the rich tradition 
and language of Welsh 
culture were introduced 
to middle school stu-
dents. 
 Passing on the tales 
of her native land, Welsh 
storyteller Fiona Siobhan 
Powell presented three 
different allegorical leg-
ends to sixth and seventh 
graders.
 “It was interesting for 
the students to hear a 
story and learn how it 
was originally spread, 
by word of mouth. The 
enthusiastic way in which 
Powell spoke made her a 
superb speaker,” teacher 
Ms. Susan Runkle said.
 In order to focus on 
the Welsh aspects of 
the book “Weird Henry 
Berg,” as it was studied 
in Ms. Runkle’s and Mrs. 
Linda Rubendall’s English 
and reading classes, 
Powell was invited to 
speak to their students. 
The book depicts the 
story of a dragon, which 
is a Welsh symbol. 

STORYTIME 
—  Weaving 
and storytelling, 
an uncommon 
combination, came 
together when Fiona 
Siobhan Powell visited 
sixth graders. She 
revealed legendary 
aspects of Welsh 
culture through 
stories and historical 
information. Dressed 
in the attire of a bard, 
Powell shared stories 
just as one would have 
in times before the 
printing press.

PHOTO BY RONI DERMO

Powell weaves stories for sixth grade reading classes
By: Kelsey Minnig

PAHS Junior

PASD PASD P CalendarCalendarC

FOLKLORE —  Ms. Susan Runkle’s sixth grade English class 
participates during Fiona Siobhan Powell’s storytelling session 
at the middle school. She told Welsh allegories to the students, 
explaining symbolism and tradition to the students.

PHOTO BY RONI DERMO

 While presenting her 
tales, Powell spun wool 
that she would later 
use to knit an article of 
clothing, representing 
the time she spent as a 
shepherd in Wales.
 As an extra bonus, 
the youngsters were 
presented with the op-
portunity to learn Welsh 
words and other aspects 
of their culture. 
 Powell wore the tradi-
tional dress of a “bard,” 
or storyteller. Acquiring 
the warmest place next 
to the fi re because they 
usually had a long way 
to travel, Welsh bards 
shared news and stories 
as their profession. Pow-
ell even described areas 
such as dating.
 “She explained that 
when a Welsh man 
courts a woman to mar-
ry, he presents her with a 
spoon that has a certain 
number of marble beads 
embedded into it. This 
represents the number 
of children he wishes to 
have. The spoon is then 
displayed in the couple’s 
home,” Ms. Runkle said.
 Pupils were also 
shown how historical 
information infl uences 
legends and ancient 
forms of art.
 “It was cool that she 

was from another country. 
It was something differ-
ent,” sixth grader Kory 
Kocher said.
 Powell, who now 
resides in Milton, Penn-
sylvania, has lived in 
the United States for 
about 18 years and has 
been telling tales as her 
livelihood for almost 16 
years. Taking her busi-
ness to places as distant 
as Canada and Florida 
and storytelling for people 
ranging from children to 
senior citizens, Powell 
returns to Wales once a 
year in order to obtain 
material for new tales and 
various narration tech-
niques.
 “This was the fi rst time 
Powell has brought her 
stories to the middle 
school, but I’m almost 
positive she’ll be invited 
back,” Ms. Runkle said.
 Not only did they en-
counter the opportunity to 
learn about another cul-
ture from someone who 
has actually experienced 
it, pupils also became a 
part of the preservation of 
Welsh folklore. 
 Sixth and seventh 
graders were able to 
experience a unique and 
creative way of studying a 
piece of literature.



Wavelengths8 MARCH 2006velengthsvelengths

Non-Profi t Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 647

Pottsville, PA 17901

POTTSVILLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1501 West Laurel Boulevard
Pottsville, PA 17901

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
William J. Zimmerman, President
Patrick J. Murphy, Vice President
Scott Krater, Treasurer
Dr. William R. Davidson
Dr. Jack T. Dolbin
Peggy D. Jaeger
Peg Koury
Agnes M. Reiley
Dr. Michael D. Smink

Dr. James T. Gallagher, Superintendent
Richard Thornburg, Solicitor
David J. Delenick,  Secretary/Business Manager

By: Samantha Wertz
Editor-in-Chief

Some students are 
good test-takers, 

others excel in the visual 
and performing arts and 
others work best in 
hands-on situations.
 Those enrolled at the 
two campuses of the 
Schuylkill Technology 
Center have found that 
their talents lie in these 
hands-on fi elds such 
as carpentry, masonry, 
cosmetology and horti-
culture.
 VoTech students at-
tend regular high school 
classes for a semester 
and study their areas of 
concentration at STC 
for the other half during 
their sophomore through 
senior years. 
 During the semester 
at STC, the students 
learn the basics of the 
trade they are interested 
in pursuing to prepare 

Vocational students earn honors for achievements

Carolyn H. Torres
• Daughter of: Karen 
Heller
• Technical Area of 
Study: Culinary Arts
• Extracurricular 
Activities: President 
of Skills USA VICA, 
President of NTHS, 
Outstanding Senior, 
Student of the Month
• Plans After High 
School: Culinary 
Institute of America for 
Culinary Arts

them for a future career 
or trade school after high 
school. 
 Those who work 
beyond the requirements 
are able to achieve excel-
lence in their areas of 
concentration.  
 Some examples of this 
success were evident at 
the Distributive Educa-
tion Clubs of America 
(DECA) regional compe-
tition where marketing 
students were honored 
for their efforts.
 Four Pottsville stu-
dents then progressed 
to the state level of the 
DECA contest February, 
Amanda Glenn, Apparel 
and Accessories; Shan-
non Nally, Job Interview; 
Angela McCabe, Busi-
ness Services Marketing; 
and Bridget Craig, Free 
Enterprise.
 National Technical 
Honor Society (NTHS) 
recognized two stand out 
seniors. Patrick Harach 

earned his position in 
the honor society for 
his work in Carpentry, 
while Carolyn Torres was 
honored for her studies in 
Culinary Arts.
 These students found 
different sources of moti-
vation to do well.
 “I just wanted to keep 
my grades up and learn 
more so I would have 
a better background 
for trade school after I 
graduate,” Harach said. 
 While preparation for a 
career or further educa-
tion were factors for all 
students who earned 
honors, another motiva-
tion was a driving force 
for Torres.
 “My passion for cook-
ing motivated me,” Torres 
said. 
 Through a practical 
form of education, voca-
tional students achieved 
a high standard of educa-
tion as well as real world 
skills.

Patrick M.
Harach
• Son of: Robin Rob-
bins
• Technical Area of 
Study: Carpentry
• Extracurricular 
Activities: Member of 
the NTHS
• Plans After High 
School: Trade or 
Technical School for 
Carpentry
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