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All Stars shine at after school activities

Initiative leads 
junior to study 
abroad

Honors concert 
season underway

Scholars earn 
academic honors 

NTHS inducts 
PAHS senior
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See ALL STARS page 2

Students from the 
John S. Clarke 

Elementary Center ex-
perienced what it is like 
fi rst hand to work in the 
Publications Room in the 
high school. 
 During the week of 
January 7 the All-Star 
students ventured to 
the Pub Room.  While 
there, they received a 
tour of the room and 
the various staffs which 
work on the fi ve publica-
tions produced there: 
the Hi-S-Potts yearbook, 
Wavelengths newslet-
ter, Expression Through 
Creativity Literary/Art 
magazine, Tide Lines
newspaper and its on-
line edition. The young-
sters learned how to use 
the Photoshop software 
program which the pub-
lications staff uses for 
graphic design.
 “I liked learning how 
to work the computer. It 
was a lot of fun learning 
all of the different things 
you can do,” Alexandra 
Barr, fourth grade, said.  
“One day I hope to be an 
editor too and work on 
the computers and make 
the yearbook.”
 The editors bonded 
very quickly with the 
younger kids and had a 
great time together.
 “The editors were very 
nice,” Emily Turner, sec-

ond grade, said.  “Some 
of them were very funny 
and others were very 
serious about their jobs.”
 “The kids were so 
much fun to be with.  
Hopefully they will come 
again next year and we 
can teach them even 
more things,” Hannah 
Rittle, junior, said.
 Two groups with ap-
proximately 24 students 
each made the trip to the 
Pub Room.
 Retired teacher Mrs. 
Cindy Janowski decided 
to return to her school 

Gifted program students 
enter contest: 

Fifth grader Gabrielle 
Holley and sixth grader 
Nicole Stephens entered the 
Thinking Caps Quiz Bowl in 
January.
 The adviser of the gifted 
program, Ms. Catherine 
Heim, enrolled the students 
in the Pennsylvania version 
of Thinking Caps, with over 
70 participating schools.
 Thinking Caps is a nation-
wide test on a CD-ROM. 
 The students who partici-
pated in Thinking Caps were 
challenged by questions 
to answer from categories 
including: mathematics, 
general knowledge and 
social studies.

VoTech Students honored 
for achievements:
VoTech students tested their 
skills against competitors 
from other schools during 
the VICA competition. Two 
students from Pottsville 
were honored. Patrick 
Harach won third place 
in carpentry and Steve 
Bernitsky won third place in 
Industrial Motor Control.

NIE  participants win:
Each year, the REPUBLICAN  
& Herald newspaper hosts & Herald newspaper hosts & Herald
contests for Newspapers 
in Education Week.  In the 
high school category senior 
Desiree Kosmisky received 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in 
Sports Photography. Junior 
Jocelyn Blum won 2nd 
place in Human Interest 
Photography. Freshman 
Sean Brennan earned 2nd 
place in Design an Ad. At 
the Lengel School, Olivia 
Spece, sixth grade, won 
fi rst place in Design an 
Ad. At the John S. Clarke 
Elementary Center Emma 
Walinsky, fi rst grade, earned 
a third place in the Why I 
Love to Read Contest.

HONORARY PUBSTERS —  As a memento of their trip to the PUB Room, the All Stars from John S. 
Clarke received framed pictures of themselves with their high school helpers. They also used these 
digital images to explore various techniques used to alter photos including cartooning, cutting out 
the background, cloning parts of images and changing colors.

PHOTOS BY JOCELYN BLUM 

EXPLORING PUBLICATIONS —  Jeremiah Roten investigates the 
desk of a yearbook community staff editor during a session which 
the John S. Clarke All-Stars attended in the Publications Room in 
January. In addition to computer skills, they also learned what 
each staffer’s job was on the publications.

PHOTOS BY JOCELYN BLUM 
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November in-
spires memories 

of Thanksgiving and 
football playoffs for most 
teens, but one student 
will remember some-
thing very different about 
this late autumn month. 
Junior Antonia Raris will 
never forget her expe-
rience of spending a 
month learning abroad in 
France. 
 Raris had dreamed 
of going to France for 
as long as she could 
remember, so she took 
the initiative to do her 
own research to fi nd 
a program that would 
enable her to fulfi ll her 
dream. The organization 
she found that most fi t 
her needs was World 
Link Education. 
 “The French language 
programs in Chambéry 
are designed to immerse 
participants in French 
through class instruc-

 After settling on an 
agency, she chose to 
stay in the city of Cham-
béry in the Alps, Savoie 
region of France. It was 
there that she attended 
daily classes to learn 
about the French culture 
and language.
 During her fi rst few 
days of classes, Raris 
was in for some culture 
shock.
 “Their schooling is a lot 
different from ours. They 
go to school from 8-11 
in the morning and then 
take a two or three hour 
lunch break and then re-
turn in the afternoon from 
2-5 to fi nish the day,” 
Raris said.
 The classes in lan-
guage also required 
some time acclimating to 
them. The students were 
not allowed to speak 
anything but French in 
the classroom.
 “It was tough to get 
used to, but it was fi ne 
after the fi rst couple of 
days,” Raris said.

Initiative leads junior to study abroad
By: Samantha Wertz

PAHS Senior

tion and activities with 
native French speakers. 
Classes are held at the 
leading French Language 
Academy, one of France’s 
leading institutions 
specialized in teaching 
the French Language,” 
according to the World 
Language Education web 
site, www.wle-france.
com.
 The organization ac-
commodates students 
from all over the world 
who want to improve 
their French speaking 
skills whether they were 
beginners, intermediate 
or profi cient. They also 
offered lengths of stay 
from a week to a year and 
several housing options.
 “You could stay in an 
apartment with other 
students, a hotel or with 
a host family. I chose 
to stay with a family 
because I would be more 
immersed in the cul-
ture, but also because I 
wouldn’t have to cook my 
own food,” Raris said.

ALL STARS

All Stars shine

DECORATE — Painting pine cones as holiday ornaments was 
one craft that occupied the All Stars. Jasmine Watkins and an 
All Star helper participate in the activity.

PHOTO BY JOCELYN BLUM 

See ABROAD page 6

community in a program  
through the Drug and 
Alcohol Foundation.  
This activity enabled kids 
to stay after school to 
create works of art.
 Throughout the year  
the pupils met after 
school in the Consumer 
Science Room. Twice a 
week they engaged in 
creative projects includ-
ing making their own 
bags, pillows, jewelry, 
holiday ornaments and 
even a Thanksgiving 
dinner.
 “My favorite project 
was making pillows.  
I also liked creating 
Christmas ornaments, 

which were put on my 
Christmas tree,” Kyle 
Strause, sixth grade, said.
 The students’ next 
project is community 
service.
 “We try to get involved 
in as many community 
projects for the town as 
we can,” Mrs. Janowski 
said.
 This program was 
designed to keep the kids 
challenged and doing 
more productive things.
 “It’s all for the kids.  
Some of them have a 
rough time in life, but this 
way we have them look-
ing forward to the end of 
the day,” Mrs. Janowski 
said.

”

“ 

Offi cial Statement by 
World Link Education

The French 
language 

programs at 
Chambéry 

are designed 
to immerse 
participants 

in French 
through class 

instruction and 
activities with 
native French 

speakers.

Antonia Raris

 After time, she actually 
began to prefer the full 
immersion method used 
to teach the language.
 “You learn a lot more 
when you are forced to 
speak the language all 
the time,” Raris said. 
 “It kind of made me 
feel stupid at fi rst be-
cause they all knew Eng-
lish and French as well 
as their own languages,” 
Raris said. “But, when I 
found out they were there 
for the same reason but 
in a higher course level, 
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Dear Members of the Community,
   

Dr. James T. GallagherDr. James T. Gallagher

eligible to enter. Over 40 
pupils took advantage of 
this opportunity. 
 The top fi ve winners 
from the school went to 
a local radio station to 
record their essays. After 
being judged by the VFW 
the top three winners 
from Pottsville were se-
niors Alicia Mercuri and 
Heather Shappell and 
junior Kate Zimmerman.
 The Lengel Middle 
School also participated 
in a contest entitled “Pa-
triots Pen.” The winners 
from the middle school 
were seventh graders 
Gina Toomey, Michael 
Ryan and Meghan Hal-
lick.
 “It was a great experi-
ence to participate in 
the VFW Freedom of 

Essay contest explores ‘Freedom’s Challenge’

Every year high school 
scholars participate in 

the Voice of Democracy 
contest sponsored by the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW).
 “The students use 
their writing skills. They 
must analyze an issue 
and present their ideas in 
a form which is appeal-
ing to the judges. They 
[the contestants] get to 
tape their essays in a 
professional studio,” Mr. 
Howard Merrick, contest 
coordinator, said.
 This year the essay’s 
theme was “Freedom’s 
Challenge.” All high 
school students were 

Democracy Contest and 
it was an honor to win 
fi rst place in our school,” 
Mercuri said.
 Each year, the VFW se-
lects a topic about which 
students nationwide will 
write. At each level of the 
competition, local VFW 
representatives were the 
judges. 
 The VFW also spon-
sored a banquet for 
the winners where they 
received savings bonds 
as prizes.
 “I was very happy to 
place in the Freedom’s 
Challenge essay contest. 
It was a great opportu-
nity to voice my opinion 
about the gratitude 
we should feel for the 
freedoms we have in our 
country,” Shappell said.

 The Voice of Democ-
racy contest enabled 
students  to realize that 
their opinions on freedom 
and peoples’ rights really 
did matter.  It gave them 
a public forum in which 
they could express those 
views.
 “I was very excited 
when I learned that I had 
placed in the contest.  
When in seventh grade, I 
had received an honor-
able mention in another 
VFW contest so I was 
very honored to win 
second place this year.  
Thank you to the VFW 
members for their hard 
work and dedication they 
have demonstrated in 
preserving our country’s 
freedoms,”  Zimmerman 
said. “

During my tenure as superintendent it has been my 
pleasure to meet and know the dedicated parents who 

participate in our elementary and middle school PTO’s.  I 
have learned that our local organizations are comprised 
of individuals who perceive their roles not only as school 
fundraisers but also as caretakers of our children and our 
schools.
 Our elementary school PTO members serve as chaper-
ones for school-sponsored fi eld trips, homeroom helpers, 
book fair organizers, photographer assistants for school 
picture days, and organizers of the annual fourth grade 
trip.  Middle school members serve in many similar func-
tions and, in addition, provide our students with the oppor-
tunity to attend the very popular middle school dances.
 The fundraisers sponsored by these organizations pro-
vide countless memorable experiences, ranging from the-
atre presentations on the middle school level to ice cream 
parties at the elementary level.  
 Unfortunately parental interest in PTO seems to diminish 
as children get older.  Attendance at elementary meetings 
is far greater than the attendance at the middle school 
gatherings.  For this reason, it becomes evident to the ac-
tive parents that many of the same people fi nd themselves 
doing much of the work required to keep these worthwhile 

organizations thriving.  
 During recent meetings with our representatives from 
both of our PTO organizations, I have asked for open lines 
of communication between our parents and the adminis-
tration.  I have sought their suggestions on many topics 
that are currently under study.  They have offered their 
advice and their support as we continue to provide for our 
students the best possible education that they so much 
deserve.  Working as a team, parents, administrators, 
and teachers must keep in constant contact.  We have a 
common goal — it makes perfect sense to communicate, 
cooperate, and function together.
 The John S. Clarke and D.H.H. Lengel PTO’s meet 
regularly throughout the academic year.  Meetings are 
announced on both radio stations and in the local news-
paper.  Won’t you, parents, grandparents, and friends, be-
come a part of our school community?  It’s an opportunity 
to invest in our future and our community’s greatest asset, 
our children.

  Very truly yours,

PTO links parents and school

By: Annie Tamalavage

PAHS Sophomore

”

“ 

Heather Shappell
PAHS SENIOR

It was a great 
opportunity 
to voice my 

opinions about 
the gratitude 

we feel for the 
freedoms we 
have in our 

country.
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By: Kate Zimmerman

PAHS Junior

Concerts underway

Sight reading. 
Dynamics. Articula-

tion.
 To the average person 
these terms are simply 
musical “jargon.” But, to 
musicians, these are a 
few of the many require-
ments one must excel at 
to achieve a spot in the 
District X Band, Orches-
tra and Chorus.
 This year, Pottsville will 
send seven members to 
the various festivals.
 Senior Karen Ward, 
choir member and private 
vocal student, was the 
fi rst Pottsville student in 
several years to attend 
the District X Chorus Fes-
tival which was held at 
Catasaqua High School 
from January 11 through 
13. The guest conductor 
was Mr. Greg Funfgeld.
 Ward studies with 
voice teacher Mrs. Cora 
Gamelin-Osenbach and is 
thrilled with her accom-
plishments.
 “[Music] is my life. It’s 
how I express myself. 
I love being able to 
entertain people with my 
voice. It’s really humbling 

to be known around the 
school for something I 
worked so hard on,” she 
said.
 She will always 
remember the experi-
ences that she had.
 “It was an amaz-
ing and unforgettable 
experience. My favorite 
songs were “Sing Me 
to Heaven” and “True 
Light.” I defi nitely im-
proved on my rhythm, 
diction and dynamics,” 
she said.
 The District X Orches-
tra Festival was held 
from January 25 through 
27 at Easton Area High 
School. The concert 
was conducted by Dr. 
David Ramael. 
 To be selected for 
the orchestra, one must 
obtain a high rank at the 
District X Band audition. 
 French horn players, 
senior Michael Tellep 
and sophomore Mi-
chael Fries, attended, 
along with junior Mark 
O’Reilly, bassoon, and 
sophomore Amarpreet 
Ahluwalia, percussion.
 Ahluwalia said, “It was  
an honor to be part of 
this festival. The music 
we played was diffi cult 

but Dr. Ramael made 
us feel completely at 
ease.”
 Tellep, Fries and 
O’Reilly also partici-
pated in the District X 
Band Festival at Exeter 
Township High School 
February 8 through 10, 
directed by Ret. Col. 
James Foley. Join-
ing them were senior 
Greg Schuettler playing 
euphonium and junior 
Frank Muscara on trom-

bone.
 “I am 
excited to 
be returning 
to District 
Band this 
year. It is a 
great reward 
for the time 
I practiced,” 
Muscara 
said.
 In March, 
Tellep, Fries 
and Mus-
cara will 
attend the 
Region V 
Band Festi-
val at Wilson 
High School 
March 22-24 

with guest conductor Dr. 
William Berz. Fries also 
participated in the Region 
IV/V Orchestra Festival at 
Franklin and Marshall Col-
lege March 1-3 with guest 
conductor Brian Norcross.
 Music has played an 
important role in the lives of 
students such as Tellep.
 “Most of what I do 
involves music. My friends 
are almost all in band or 
play music. It also gives me 
many opportunities to travel. 
For example, I went to Eu-
rope two years ago. Without 
music, none of this would 
have happened,” he said.
 Music also opened a 
world of opportunities for 
Muscara.
 “Music has shaped who I 
am. It’s given me a chance 
to make some wonder-
ful friends and even gave 
me the chance to see the 
world,” he said.
 In addition 35 musicians 
made county band while 
21 vocalists participated in 
county chorus. 
 Mr. Richard Fries directs 
the instrumental music 
program while Mrs. Kim 
Rismiller is in charge of vo-
cal music.

PHOTO BY JOHN FLANIGAN

”

“ 

Karen Ward 
PAHS SENIOR

[Music] is my 
life. It’s how 

I express 
myself. I love 

being able 
to entertain 

people with my 
voice. 

HONORS  —  Chosen to play in the District X Band were Front Row: Front Row: Front Row
sophomore Mike Fries and senior Mike Tellep. Back Row: senior Greg Back Row: senior Greg Back Row
Schuettler and junior Frank Muscara. Not Pictured: junior Mark O’Reilly. Not Pictured: junior Mark O’Reilly. Not Pictured
The orchestra members were Front Row: sophomore Mike Fries and senior Front Row: sophomore Mike Fries and senior Front Row
Mike Tellep. Back Row: sophomore Preet Ahluwalia.Back Row: sophomore Preet Ahluwalia.Back Row

SING IT —  As she sings the melody to “O Holy Night,” senior Kar-
en Ward performs in the Holiday Choir Concert. Ward represented 
Pottsville at the District X Chorus Festival.
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Molly Zwiebel
D.H.H. Lengel 
Middle School

Sixth Grade

By: Kelsey Minnig

PAHS Senior

DARE graduates pledge to uphold commitment

Approximately 200 
sixth grade students 

made a commitment to 
lead healthy, drug-free 
lives November 1 when 
they graduated from 
the DARE (Drug Abuse 
Resistance Educa-
tion) program at D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School. 
 Since the fi rst class 
completed the program 
in 1989, countless stu-
dents have graduated 
from DARE.
 One representative 
from each section was 
selected by Sergeant 
Steve Durkin to present 
their “Personal Commit-
ment” at the graduation. 
 “In my personal com-
mitment I talked about 
how I plan to stay drug, 
alcohol and violence 
free for the rest of my 
life. I felt confi dent and 
proud to be sharing my 
commitment at DARE 
graduation. I’m glad I 
was able to be one of 
the students to represent 
DARE with my speech,” 
Molly Zwiebel, sixth 
grade, said.
 The graduation cer-
emony was attended by 
the parents of gradu-
ates and also featured 

speeches from District 
Attorney James Good-
man and Chief of Police 
Joseph Murton.
 “We welcome the 
police department into 
the school so students 
can see that they are not 
just out on the street. We 
want them to see that 
police offi cers can be 
part of our program and 
feel comfortable talking 
to them,” Principal Ed-
ward Hauck said.
 For 10 weeks, sixth 
grade students attended 
classes with Sergeant 
Durkin that focused 
on making intelligent 
and informed decisions 
about drug and alcohol 
use and other dangerous 
behaviors. 
 In order to graduate 
from the program, each 
student was required to 
write a personal commit-
ment and complete all 
assignments. 
 “The purpose of the 
DARE program is to 
make children aware 
of the ills of drug and 
alcohol abuse and the 
consequences that arise 
from their use,” Mr. 
Hauck said.
 This spring, eighth 
grade students will grad-
uate from another DARE 
program. This program 

includes more role-playing 
and student interaction.
 “Eighth grade students 
are a little older, wiser 
and sometimes more 
confused. DARE helps 
them to bring out what 
they know, correct some 
misunderstandings and 
share the information 
among themselves,” 
Sergeant Durkin said.
 Along with DARE edu-
cation, other steps are 
being taken to prevent 
drug and alcohol use by 
teens in the area.
 The Schuylkill County 
Drug and Alcohol Junior 
Advisory Board consists 
of senior representa-
tives from high schools 
throughout the county. 
 These representa-
tives work with Schuylkill 
County Commissioner 
Mrs. Mantura Gallagher, 
Prevention Specialist 
Mrs. Diane Rowland, 
Drug and Alcohol Service 
Provider Mr. Bill Rowan 
and Administrator Mr. 
Dan McGrory in develop-
ing ways to reduce the 
amount of substance 
abuse in their respective 
schools.
 “There are critical 
years that we have 
identifi ed between sixth 
and tenth grades when 
kids decide whether they 
are going to use drugs 
and alcohol. The more 
information you can give 
them during that period 
the better. Ultimately, the 
decision rests with them-
selves, not their parents, 
not their peers, them,” 
Mr. McGrory said.
 In order to select the 
members of the commit-
tee, Mrs. Gallagher sent 
letters to the principals 
of each high school in 
the county requesting 
an academically inclined 
student who could easily 
communicate with the 
rest of the student body 

to represent his or her 
school. 
 Senior Kelsey Minnig is 
the PAHS representative.
 “On August 22 our 
student committee as-
sembled for their initial 
pre-school lunch meet-
ing. As they introduced 
themselves, they bonded 
immediately. The fi rst 
fi nding was that they 
were all involved in 
similar programs in each 
of their home schools,” 
Mrs. Gallagher said.
 The board meets 
about once each month 
to discuss problems 
dealing with drugs and 
alcohol. Then, they share 
their thoughts and ideas 
about possible initiatives 
that could be utilized to 
solve these problems. 
 “Right now, we’re 
working on organizing a 
program for seventh and 
eighth grade students 
that will focus on helping 
them to make good deci-
sions,” Minnig said.
 The committee mem-
bers took the responsi-
bility of cutting down on 
the problem seriously.
 “They want to be 
the presenters and the 
facilitators (of the event) 
because they realize the 
gravity of this problem 
that needs to be ad-
dressed. They have 
assured us that they fully 
realize that the problem 
cannot be fully eradi-
cated now, but it can 
indeed be reduced, and 
that the best place to 
start is with junior high 
school students,” Mrs. 
Gallagher said.
 Keeping drug and sub-
stance free is not only an 
individual commitment 
made by middle school 
students, but rather 
involves an entire com-
munity effort if it is going 
to be successful for all 
teenagers as well.

I felt confi dent “ I felt confi dent “ 
and proud to 

be sharing my 
commitment 

at DARE 
graduation. 

TO KEEP KIDS 
OFF DRUGS



MARCH 2007WWWaaavelengthsvelengthsvelengths666 MARCH 2007007MARCH 2007velengthsvelengthsvelengthsvelengthsvelengthsvelengths

it got easier. They were 
also very helpful when I 
needed help understand-
ing something.” 
 Outside of class, much 
of her free time was 
spent having fun in town 
with her newly-made 
international friends. 
Europe proved to provide 
various activities that 
average American teens 
would never experience 
at home. 
 “They had a big party 
with everyone right at 
the beginning so that 

we could all meet one 
another,” Raris said.
 The cuisine was 
another aspect of the 
French culture to which 
she needed to become 
accustomed.
 “It was strange, but my 
dad is Greek and a lot of 
that ethnic food is weird 
too, but just a different 
kind of weird. I think that 
made it a little easier to 
get used to it. The worst 
thing I had while I was 
there was this strange 
kind of eel-like river fi sh,” 
Raris said.
 Besides the food other 

changes came along with 
dinner time. Manners 
were held in much higher 
regard in France than 
they are at home in the 
states.
 “They were more po-
lite. It’s a common fallacy 
that they are rude, but if 
you try to speak the lan-
guage at least somewhat, 
they’ll help you a lot more 
with things,” Raris said.
 Another part of Euro-
pean culture that was dif-
ferent from America was 
the number of people 
who ride bikes instead of 
drive to conserve limited 

Scholars earn honors
By: Samantha Wertz

PAHS Senior

”

“ 

Eric Rajchel
PAHS SENIOR

I feel honored 
to be 

recognized as 
a scholar and 
a leader on a 
national level.

ABROAD

Junior studies abroad in France
resources. This impacted 
her daily routine as a bike 
ride across town to get to 
class was necessary.
 Among all of the differ-
ences between cultures, 
once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ences and improved 
profi ciency in a foreign 
language, Raris will also 
benefi t for many years in 
the future from her month 
spent studying abroad in 
France.
 “It’s accepted by a lot 
of colleges and you can 
get credit and be exempt 
from the language re-
quirement,” Raris said.

Amanda L. Rennick
Senior

Timothy R. Camise
Senior

Eric M. Rajchel
Senior

John E. Jones IV
Senior

Four PAHS seniors have Four PAHS seniors have Freached semifi nalist  Freached semifi nalist  F
and fi nalist levels of some 
of the most prestigious 
scholarships offered in the 
nation.  
 Senior John E. Jones IV 
applied for the Al Neuharth 
Free Spirit Freedom Forum 
Scholarship in December. 
The criteria included an 
essay and portfolio of jour-
nalism work. 
 “I wrote that as a com-
puter science major I will 
work to improve computer 
technology in the fi eld of 
journalism,” Jones said. 
 Jones, the son of 
Judge John E. Jones 
III and Mrs. Beth Ann 
Jones, is now one of two 
winners from Pennsyl-
vania and, as such, will 
receive a $1,000 scholar-
ship. 
 “I felt honored and very 
excited when I received 
the award. It was also re-
ally neat to continue the 
tradition of someone from 
Pottsville receiving the 
award,” Jones said.
 He will join other state 

winners March 23 in 
Washington, DC for a 
three day seminar dur-
ing which two $50,000 
national winners will be 
named.
 The Coca-Cola Schol-
ars Foundation recently 
named 250 nationwide 
semifi nalists. Among 
these were seniors Tim 
Camise and Eric Ra-
jchel.  The criteria for the 
award included a resumé, 
recommendations and 
essays.
 Rajchel recently 
learned that he advanced 
to the fi nalist level. 
 “I feel honored to be rec-
ognized as a scholar and a 
leader on a national level,” 
Rajchel said.
 The son of Dr. David 
and Janet Rajchel, Eric 
will attend a seminar in 
Atlanta, Georgia where 
100 fi nalists will receive 
$10,000 each and the top 
50 will receive $20,000. 
 Camise is the son of 
Tom and Sue Camise.
 Amanda Rennick, 
daughter of Bob and 
Karen Rennick, received 
notice that she was a 
semifi nalist for the United 

States Senate Youth 
Leadership scholarship in 
November. 
 The fi rst level of the 
contest involved the 
submission of a teacher 
recommendation, essay 
and activities resumé. 

 The 10 semifi nalists 
traveled to Harrisburg 
where they tested their 
knowledge of the govern-
ment and current events. 
 Rennick was awarded a 
plaque for her dedication 
to student government.
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Letters to soldiers encourage and lift spirits
By: Chelsea Wertz

PAHS Junior

To help the eighth 
grade students at the 

D.H.H. Lengel School 
understand what hap-
pens when a person joins 
the army, three soldiers 
visited their classes in 
January.
 The men talked about 
what they do in the 
military and how it is 
different from civilian life. 
After their explanations, 
the fl oor was opened to 
any questions students 

had. A video that took 
the students through the 
typical day of a member 
of the armed forces fol-
lowed the descriptions.
 “I’m here to explain 
all about why I joined, 
the incentives and the 
continuing education [I 
receive] while I am in the 
Air Force,” Mike Reier, 
Airman fi rst class and 
2006 PAHS graduate 
said.
 After speaking with the 
soldiers, the students 
went to the Art Room 
where they designed 

handmade postcards to 
send to the soldiers in 
Iraq with the assistance 
of Mrs. JoAnne Doyle, 
art teacher. Using blank 
white index cards they 
created unique designs 
that refl ected their appre-
ciation for the soldiers.
 “I drew the Statue of 
Liberty because I wanted 
to make it look nice and 
I think they will like it,” 
Alex Beruck said.
 Flags, hearts and 
fi reworks decorated the 
postcards as pupils put 
on the fi nishing touches. 
 The messages were 
then carefully written on 
the backs of the cards 
during an English class. 
After speaking to the visit-
ing soldiers, many pupils 
wanted to express their 
gratitude to the military 
for their dedication.
 “My postcard will say 
how appreciative I am of 
them so they see how 
grateful we all are,” Kay-
cee Sullivan.
 The postcards will be 
sent through a program 
called “A Million Thanks 
to Our Military Men and 
Women.” Additional 
information about the 

program can be found at 
www.amillionthanks.org.
 Students hoped that 
their letters will help 
brighten the soldiers’ 
days and show them how 
thankful they are for the 
soldiers’ sacrifi ces and 

PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elementary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:  621-2962
• Academic Center: 621-2900

March
5-11 — National 
Foreign Language 
Week
5-8 — Kindergarten 
Registration
9-11 —  PAHS Drama 
Club Spring Musical
15-17 — Schuylkill 
County Band Festival
26 — Third Marking 
Period Ends
April
2 — Report Card 
Distribution
International Children’s 
Book Day
5-6 —  Spring Recess
15-21 — National 

Library Week
22-28 —
Administrative 
Professionals Week
23-26 — Kindergarten 
Screening
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efforts in Iraq. 
 “Those soldiers are 
fi ghting in a place full 
of hate all of the time.  I 
think that my postcard 
will send them some-
thing full of love,” Kate-
lynn Kauffman said. 

Taking the jump from 
the JSC Elementary 

Center to D.H.H. Lengel 
can sometimes shock 
young students. The dif-
ference between the two 
schools is not clear to 
some and may intimidate 
them before they enter 
the school.
 Two teachers came 
together and started a 
pen pal arrangement 
between their classes to 
quell some of the pupils’ 
most formidable fears.
 “Mrs. [Mary] Hauck 

and I have been hav-
ing our classes write to 
each other for eight years 
now,” Mrs. Marilouise 
Hoppe said. “Students 
who wrote the fi rst letters 
are now in the middle 
school and remember 
receiving the letters.”
 Pupils who once re-
ceived and are now writ-
ing the letters refl ected 
on the passage of time.
 “We asked the fi fth 
graders about pets, fam-
ily, sports and school. 
This year, I told them 
about how you come to 
the middle school and do 
crafts together,” Alyssa 

Hoke, seventh grader, 
said.
 Students can write 
about things they think 
will be important to the 
younger students and 
explain things like Fam-
ily Consumer Sciences, 
lockers and keyboards in 
music class that are dif-
ferent in the schools. 
 “I’m writing about what 
people in the middle 
school are like,” Nathias 
Vengen, fi fth grader, said.
 Combining an Eng-
lish lesson and relieving 
fears of newcomers were 
successfully combined in 
one thoughtful effort.

Advice eases pupil worries
By: Chelsea Wertz

PAHS Junior

SALUTE —  Adding the fi nal touches to their postcards, eighth 
graders Bobby Schappell and Alex Beruck participate in the 
“Million Thanks to Our Military Men and Women” project. 

PHOTO BY DESIREE KOSMISKY

PHOTO BY DESIREE KOSMISKY

SUPPORT —  After completing the design for the post cards to be 
sent to the troops overseas, Kaycee Sullivan, eighth grade, writes 
the text . The project was a nationwide effort to help increase the 
morale of active duty soldiers through letter writing.
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Senior Patrick Harach  
was recognized by 

the National Technical 
Honor Society (NTHS) 
of the Schuylkill 
Technology Center (STC) 
in December. Harach, 
the son of Robin Robins, 
was inducted into NTHS 
both his junior and senior 
years. 
 “It feels good to be 
recognized for my hard 
work, though I wish that 
other [Pottsville] students 
from VoTech could have 
joined me,” Harach said.
 A carpentry student, 
Harach enjoyed his 
courses at Pottsville, but 
also relished his time at 
STC. He liked working on 
his vo-tech projects and 
the informal style of STC 
teaching. 

“It is more rewarding 
working on projects 
all day than sitting at a 

desk,” Harach said. “It is 
also a much more relaxed 
atmosphere.”
 Many vocational 
students choose to 
pursue a career in 
their selected fi eld of 
study immediately after 
graduation.
 Harach plans to attend 
Thaddeus Stevens 
Technical College for 
carpentry after he 
graduates from PAHS. 
 “I chose to go to 
Thaddeus Stevens 
because of their good 
reputation,” Harach said.
 From the beginning, 
he was serious about 
learning his trade.
 “Some people just 
go to skip classes, but 
that’s not me, I have 
always been interested in 
carpentry,” Harach said.
 Harach’s achievements 
demonstrate his pride 
and dedication to his 
academic and vocational 
education.
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By: Samantha Muscara

PAHS Sophomore

PAHS senior inducted into National Technical Honor Society
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HOMEWORK —  While senior Pat Harach spends one semester working toward his vocational 
concentration of carpentry, the second half of the year is spent at the home school taking regular 
classes toward his high school graduation requirements. Harach was inducted into the National 
Technical Honor Society both his junior and senior years based on his academic achievements at 
PAHS as well as his carpentry expertise demonstrated at the Schuylkill Technology Center. He plans 
to continue his education at Thaddeus Stevens Technical College after graduation.
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