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By: Jen Davis
      PAHS Senior

Energetic. Fun. 
Creative. Exciting.

 Four words John 
S. Clarke Elementary 
students used to 
describe both their 
new weekly  PSSA 
Preparation class and 
its teacher, Miss Maria 
Hinchey.
 “Miss Hinchey’s goal,” 
fourth-grader Kaitlyn 
Pekarik said, “is to help 
us achieve good scores 
and learn, but [also] have 
fun.”
 Designed to prepare 
students in kindergarten 
through fourth grade for 
PSSA testing, this class 
targets specific skills and 
test-taking strategies 
needed for scoring well 
on the state exams.
 “For third and fourth 
grades classes, our 
focus is to make the 
students aware of the 
testing circumstances, 
such as the types of 
questions used and how 
to sort through provided 
information,” Miss 
Hinchey said. “In the 
case of the kindergarten, 
first and second grades, 
we simply introduce the 
same skills taught the 
older kids.”
 This program is 
incentive-based, 
offering rewards for 
class performance. 
Students must not 
only answer questions 
correctly to prove their 
comprehension of the 

Haiti Relief
 Teens extended their 
hearts to assist the 
Haitian people who were 
harmed by the most 
recent global disaster. 
 Inspired by the sugges-
tion of Haitian student, 
Christian Saint-Vil, Mrs. 
Amy Babcock and Mrs. 
Nicole Stiles, advisers of 
the Key and French Clubs, 
started projects to aid 
with the relief services.
 French held a fund-
raising drive from 
February 8 to 19 in 
which members of the 
club visited homerooms, 
asking for donations. 
The homeroom with the 
greatest sum at the end 
of the two weeks was 
awarded a pizza party. 
The club was also given 
permission to set up cans 
in local businesses. 
 Key will run its fund-
raiser in March and hold 
a Friendly’s Night in April.
 “I [wanted] to take 
advantage of this 
school’s generous spirit 
by giving our students 
the opportunity to reach 
out to people from [other 
countries],” Mrs. Stiles 
said.
 The Red Cross  
estimated over $115 
million and thousands of 
volunteers were sent to 
Haiti.
 While the country is 
still in need of assistance, 
the aid offered by PAHS 
students demonstrated 
their commitment to 
service.
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material, but demonstrate 
teamwork and good 
behavior.
 “Students were 
apprehensive at first, but 
I try to make my class fun 
and meaningful,” Miss 
Hinchey said. “I hope to 
prepare them well and  
that they use my lessons 
in other classes.”
 The favorite activity 
of pupils was the Key 
Questions. Each question 
encompasses the 
essential idea taught in 
lessons. 
 When a class answers 
the Key Question 
correctly, it is presented 
with a key, and the class 
which collects the most 
keys is given a reward.

 “At the end of the 
marking period, our class 
can do a special activity, 
like playing ‘Deal or No 
Deal’ for a prize,” fourth-
grader Hannah Joyce 
said.
 Prizes for the first 
marking period included 
time playing computer 
games, watching movies 
with snacks and the 
chance to throw whipped 
cream pies at the winning 
class’s teacher.
 “Miss Hinchey teaches 
in a fun and interactive 
way. Students enjoy 
going to her class 
and prepare for the 
competition,” Mrs. Cristy 
Clemson, fourth grade 
teacher, said. “[The PSSA 

Preparation class] is their 
favorite special.”
 Miss Hinchey’s 
students agree that her 
class is beneficial to their 
education.
 “This is great 
preparation since we 
didn’t have the challenge 
of a class like this last 
year,” fourth grader 
Sophie Murray said. “I’m 
happy to have [the PSSA 
Preparation class] as a 
co-curricular subject.”
 Fourth-grader Jordan 
Faust feels ready to 
tackle the state exam 
thanks to the latest 
edition to his curriculum.
 “I’m definitely prepared 
for the PSSA’s,” Faust 
said.

THROW — A reward for her class’s performance, fourth grader Tylee Ruhl launches a whipped 
cream pie at her teacher, Ms. Stephanie Maroukis. This incentive was offered by Miss Maria 
Hinchey for the students in her PSSA Preparation class at the John S. Clarke Elementary Center. 
Other teachers participated in additional incentives such as dancing competitions, providing a 
movie and popcorn for their classes and allowing extra time for recess.

Photo by Max Shirey
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Kindergarten and first grade mark 100th day of school

To most students, 
February 3, 2010, was 

just another school day. 
However, this was not 
the case for Mrs. JoAnne 
Mercuri’s kindergarten 
class.
 The kindergartners 
celebrated their first 
hundred days of school 
with multiple festivities.  
Among these were show 
and tell of collections of 
100 items, the creation 
of a chart containing 100 
words and a party.
 The students 
anticipated the events 
of the 100th day and 
welcomed the activities 
and projects their 
teachers planned for 
them.
 “The last week has 
been filled with activities 
to prepare for the 100th 
day of school. We started 
by reading the book 
‘Miss Bindergarten Gets 
Ready for the 100th Day 
of Kindergarten,’” Mrs. 

children becoming 100 
days smarter. They 
have come a long way 
since their first day of 
kindergarten,” Mrs. 
Mercuri said.
 But to the students, 
these 100 days have 
truly instilled the weight 
of the next 2,240 days  
that remain until they 
graduate.
 “It’s been a really long 
time since we started,” 
kindergartner Bryce 
Faust said.
 In addition to the 
kindergartner’s festivities, 
the first grade classes 
gathered collections of 
food, toys, and even a 
dog kennel to donate to 
the Hillside SPCA. 
 In total, the first 
graders assembled 
231 items. Initially, the 
classes set a goal of 100 
items.
 “We made this a 
voluntary project that we 
tied into our curriculum 
with counting to 100. We 
think it is important to 

Mercuri said.
 The collections of 
100 items the students 
brought to class were 
used to demonstrate 
their ability to count to 
100 using twos, fives 
and tens. The youngsters 
collected various items 
ranging from decorative 
stones to cereal and even 
Legos.  
 “I really liked seeing 
the collections,” 
kindergartner Jillian 
Guzick said. 
 On top of the learning 
activities the students 
undertook, their was time 
to enjoy ice cream and 
orange juice during a 
celebratory party.
 “The party was 
my favorite part,” 
kindergartner Madison 
Lozada-Trumbore said.
 Despite all of the 
fun, the 100th day also 
marked an educational 
landmark for the students 
and their teacher.
 “These 100 days 
of learning signify the 

By: Joshua Kovich

PAHS Sophomore

CELEBRATE — Mrs. JoAnne Mercuri’s kindergarten class 
happily observes the 100th day of school. While having fun 
with activities revolving around the number 100, the class also 
used the number to practice counting by twos, fives and tens.

Photo by Maria Naradko

show our students there 
are many needs in our 
community,” Mrs. Kristyn 
Buffington, first grade 
teacher, said.
 Representatives from 
the SPCA brought a dog 
and cat to show the first 
graders what all their 
hard work and efforts go 
toward. The animals also 
showed the continued 
need for homes and 
families to care for them.

 “We hope to continue 
this project for many 
years to come and 
we are thankful to our 
students and their 
families for all the 
generous donations 
that we received,” Mrs. 
Buffington said.
 In all, the events of 
the 100th day taught 
students to learn and 
have fun at the same 
time.

Lengel artist wins poster contest

A ceremony held 
December 7 honored 

D.H.H. Lengel seventh 
grader Raven Francis 
with first place in an art 
contest. The students 
who participated were 
challenged to draw 
or paint a poster that 
symbolized peace in the 
world.
 Ms. Jessica Harle’s 
class has entered the 
Lions Club-sponsored 
contest twice. 
 “It was a [privilege] to 
have one of my seventh 
graders win the peace 
poster contest. I was very 
proud of Raven,” Ms. 
Harle, art teacher, said. 
“She worked hard on the 
poster and deserved to 
win.”
 While she worked on 
the project as part of a 
class assignment, Francis 
was given the freedom to 
pursue her own vision for 

the final product.
 “Raven was very 
creative and imaginative. 
I gave the students no 
precursor,” Ms. Harle 
said. “I just explained the 
competition rules and let 
them go from there.”
 Raven was notified of 
her win two weeks before 
the ceremony held in 
her honor at Maroons. 
The judging took place a 
week before that at the 
Lions Club meeting.
 “[My poster] depicted 
two doves connected 
with a berry branch 
keeping watch over the 
people painted on the 
bottom. The background 
is a red, orange and 
yellow peace sign,” 
Francis said.
 One of many posters 
submitted, Francis’ 
proved worthy of the first 
prize and qualifying for 
the state competition.
 “I was so surprised 
that I won and really 
happy,” Francis said. 

 The preliminary 
round, which Raven 
placed in, was held in 
December. Raven is now 
eligible to move on to 
the state and national 
competitions. The dates 
of the state and national 
competitions will be 
announced.

Musicians participate in honor band festivals

Photo by  Molly Zwiebel

PERFORM — Twenty-three student musicians from PAHS were 
selected to participate in this year’s County Band festival. The 
concert will be held March 13 at Blue Mountain High School.

By: Amber Berdanier
PAHS Sophomore

Teens advance to district and region bands

As another season 
of honors bands 

festivals began, 
members of the PAHS 
concert band prepared 
for another round of 
auditions.
 “Band is very 
challenging from the 
standpoint of trying to 
get around 107 students 
on the same page and 
rhythm at one time,” 
Mr. Richard Fries, band 
director, said.
 Individual band 
members who played 
to the best of their 
ability and excelled in 
their music had the 
opportunity to be chosen 
for County Band after 
auditioning with other 

students from all around 
Schuykill County. 
 The members of 
the concert band who 
qualified for County 
Band were seniors 
Chrissy Hardock, Erica 
Dailey, James Dailey 
and Gregory Macon, 
juniors Anna Lorence, 
Haley Rich, Marybeth 
Rissinger, John Johnston 
Joseph Senawaitis, Kurt 
Weres, Michael Ryan 
and Michael Denchy, 
sophomores Morgan 
Rismiller, Allison Salata, 
Angelina Bardell, Ally 
Darhun and Joshua 
Kovich and freshmen 
Devina Hummel, 
Cassandra Eagan, Katie 
Burke, John Shoener, 
Stanley Burke and 
Christopher Circelli.  

 “I think County Band 
is a great experience. 
Auditions are difficult and 
some scales must be 
memorized. Through the 
week of practices before 
the concert, you learn 
many things and get to 
meet new friends every 
year,” Erica Dailey said.
 Most of the band 
members expected their 
experience in the honors 
band to be positive and 
to teach them more 
about music.
 “Since last year, I 
have been looking 
forward to participating 
in County Band. This 
year at county, I hope to 
advance in my study in 
music and meet others 
like myself. This year’s 
music has an interesting 

performing two concerts 
open to the public.
 Kovich, Ryan, 
Johnston and Circelli 
were chosen to 
participate in District 
Band. The concerts were 
held February 12 and 13 
at Fleetwood Area High 
School.
 The pieces played at 
districts challenged the 
teens to consistently 
perform at the highest 
level.
 “District Band gathers 
the essential best 
musicians in the area 
for three days of non-
stop music. The music 
is rather difficult, but 
enjoyable. The most 
nerve-racking part of the 
experience would be the (See TEENS ADVANCE p. 7)

(Continued from page 6)
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WRITE — Representing D.H.H. Lengel, eighth graders Ryan 
Reese, Benjamin Blake and Seanna McCabe were awarded 
first, second and third place in the Patriot’s Pen writing contest.

Writers compete
(Continued from page 5)

is open to all students in 
grades 9 -12.
 The VFW also spon-
sors a contest for pupils 
in grades 6, 7 and 8. 
Called Patriot’s Pen, it 
requires participants 
to respond in 300-400 
words to a broad prompt 
about patriotism.
 Several contest win-
ners were chosen from 

D.H.H. Lengel including 
eighth graders Ryan Re-
ese, first place; Seanna 
McCabe, second place; 
and Benjamin Blake, 
third place.
 The three Lengel win-
ners were also recog-
nized and presented with 
awards at the commis-
sioners’ meeting January 
28.

By: Sammi Weiss

PAHS Sophomore
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CREATE — For her poster de-
picting peace, seventh grader 
Raven Francis was awarded 
first place in a contest spon-
sored by the Lions Club. 

sound (on the flute) and I 
will enjoy the sound of a 
whole band together than 
just one part,” Bardell 
said.
 Whether or not they 
auditioned for County 

Band, musicians were 
eligible to audition for 
districts. 
 District Band is made 
up of students from 

Schuylkill, Carbon, Berks, 
Lehigh, Northampton, 
Pike and Monroe 
Counties. 
 Those auditioning for 
District Band received an 
audition piece and had 
the chance to practice 
the piece for several 
months before the 
audition date.
 Musicians who were 
selected to attend 
traveled to the school 
hosting the festival and 
were assigned local 
families to live with 
for the duration of the 
activities.
 Attendees had two full 
days of rehearsal with 
their conductor before 

auditions,” Kovich said.
 District Orchestra was 
similar to District Band in 
its demanding skill level. 
The difference between 
the two was the type of 
instruments involved. The 
orchestra included string 
instruments, while the 
band did not.  
 Kovich, Johnston 
and Ryan also played 
for the orchestra, which 
performed concerts 
January 15 and 16.
 “I had most of 
my focus on District 
Orchestra, but when I 
found out I made District 
Band and Orchestra, it 
was the icing on the cake 
for me,” Ryan said.
 Region Band was the 
next step in the honors 

band circuit. Members 
are comprised of those 
who had the highest 
scores on their re-
auditions for seats at 
District Band.
 District 10, the district 
Pottsville is in, combined 
with Upper District 7 
and Lower District 7, 
both from the York area, 
to form Region V. The 
region contains a total of 
15 counties and close to 
200 high schools. 
 This year’s Region 
Band festival will be 
held at Gettysburg High 
School with concerts 
March 26 and 27. Both 
Ryan and Johnston will 
represent PAHS at the 
prestigious event.
 “Region Band is a 

big surprise and honor 
for me. It wasn’t a 
goal of mine because I 
didn’t think I’d make it 
that far, but it’s a good 
experience,” Johnston 
said.
 These musicians took 
part in the honors band 
during the same time 
they were preparing for 
the high school band’s 
annual spring concert.
 The schedule 
demanded dedication 
and much hard work 
from those who 
committed themselves to 
the effort.
 “It’s a lot of work but 
fun and I encourage any 
student who would like to 
be in band to come and 
join us,” Mr. Fries said.
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”

“ They are very 
good kids and 
outstanding 

in their fields.
Most of the 

honor society 
students are 
officers and 
display great 
work not only 
in class areas, 

but in their 
shops as well. 

NTHS inducts four Pottsville students

Anthony Y. Brophy

Parents: Matt & Lanida Brophy
Extracurricular Activities: 
Soccer & Tennis Teams
Plans after High School: My 
future plans are to graduate from 
Bloomsburg University and be an 
electrical engineer.
How do you feel about making 
the National Technical Honor 
Society? “I felt it was a great honor 
and my hard work had finally paid off.”

Residential/Industrial Electricity

This year, four PAHS students were inducted 
into the National Technical Honor Society. 

 The NTHS recognizes student achievement 
in career and technical education. Thousands 
of schools across the United States include this 
honor society on their campuses.

Honor Society achievement

LeighAnne J. Burns

Parents:  Jeff & Jessica Burns
Extracurricular Activities: Tennis 
team
Plans after High School:  To 
attend college (undecided) and own 
my own restaurant.
What did you think of the  
induction? “I think [the induction] 
was beneficial, because the members 
do charity events and it gives you 
a chance to make a difference in 
someone else’s life.”

Culinary Arts

Richard J. Gelbutis III

Parents: Richard & Dolores Gelbutis
Plans after High School: Attend 
college & work at Mato’s Auto
What was your reaction to 
getting inducted? “I was very 
shocked. I wasn’t sure if I was going 
to make it again.”

Small Engine Repair

Jessica L. Ireland

Parents: Steven Ireland & Tuesday 
Budwash
Extracurricular Activities: Skills 
US, Choir, Flag Squad (Captain)
Plans after High School: Attend 
Pennsylvania College of Technology
How do you feel about making 
the National Technical Honor 
Society? “I definitely think it is a 
great honor to be in this wonderful 
society.”

Culinary Arts

Peer Educators work to make presence known in school

One of the primary 
purposes of the high 

school’s Peer Educators 
program is to provide 
assistance to those who 
need to talk to a peer. 
 The organization also 
began incorporating new 
ideas, such as visiting 
the elementary and 
middle schools. While 
there, the educators 
helped the younger kids 
with their homework and 
listened if they needed 
to talk. 
 “I enjoy peer education 
because I want to help 
others by just being 
someone to talk to and 
that is what we are. 
We listen,” sophomore 
Allison Cleary said.
 All conversations teens 
have with peer educators 
are kept confidential.

has lacked involvement 
in the past few years, 
but hopefully by 
making advertising 
improvements, we can 
make our name more 
known and purpose more 
clear. Students will learn 
that people their age are 
willing to help them,” 
junior McKenzie Sterner 
said.
 Together, current 
educators recommended 
various ideas for an 
improved program.
 “We haven’t had many 
advertising developments 
in our program yet. 
However, we plan on 
ordering club T-shirts 
and talking to each 
homeroom about what 
peer education does. We 
hope that in doing this 
people will learn who peer 
educators are and feel 
more comfortable around 
them,” junior Amanda 

 “Having people know 
they can come talk 
to me is why Peer Ed 
means a lot to me,” 
junior Sha-Lyn Delp said.
 Members of the 
group became peer 
educators by filling out 
an application packet 
and participating in a full 
day of intense training 
sessions. 
 “Students are 
accepted, regardless 
of their grade level, 
into peer educators. To 
become a peer educator 
one must go to the 
training day and talk 
about topics such as 
suicide watch and drug 
abuse,” senior Michelle 
Wythe said.
 The educators are 
eager to help their peers 
feel more comfortable 
around them.
 “I think that the peer 
education program 

By: Amber Berdanier

PAHS Sophomore

EDUCATE — During an assembly attended by Peer Educa-
tors and Student Council members, Mr. Bob Giba and Mr. Ed 
Perhonitch, mental health experts from the Advocacy Alliance, 
share information about suicide and drug/alcohol abuse. 

Photo by Kianna Fiscus

Cresswell said.
 Students can seek  
help by making a request 
in the Main or Guidance 
Offices. 
 After receiving a 
request, Ms. Mikki 
Grabusky, Peer 
Education adviser, 

reviews it and pairs 
the individual with an 
educator. The two will 
meet whenever both of 
their schedules allow. 
 “Students are 
welcome any time 
to receive help,” Ms. 
Grabusky said.

Middle and high school writers participate in contests

Each year, the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars 

sponsor the Voices of 
Democracy essay writing 
contest. 
 This year’s high school 
winners were sophomore 
Brianna Englert and 
junior Kelly Derbes. 
 “I was surprised by 
winning. Normally my 
writing skills are not that 
good, so hearing I won 
for the school was a nice 
surprise,” Derbes said.
 The high school’s 
history teachers as-
signed the essay to most 
classes. After being 
graded, the best essays 
were sent to the com-
petition, sponsored by 
the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, Schuylkill Haven 
Post 129. 
 Mr. Howard Mer-
rick, social studies lead 

in Port Carbon. Janu-
ary 28, students were 
recognized at the com-
missioners’ meeting and 
congratulated again. 
 “This year we had a 
lot of participants,” Mr. 
Merrick said. “All of the 
students did great, but 
we could only choose the 
top five to move on.” 
 As the first place win-
ner, Derbes was awarded 
a certificate, a pin and a 
$100 savings bond. 
 In her essay “Modern 
Day Heroes,” she wrote 
about ordinary heroes 
who are encountered in 
daily life, but who are 
never recognized as 
anything but ordinary. 
Her thesis, “Heroes are 
ordinary people who 
live extraordinary lives,” 
began her essay on a 
high note.
 Brianna Englert won 
second place for her 
essay titled “Today’s 

teacher, chose the best 
essays to be entered 
into the contest. 
 The contenders were 
mailed out in October 
and the winners were 
notified in December.
 There were five 
preliminary winners, 
including Derbes, Englert 
and juniors Ethan En-
glert, Kaitlyn Smith and 
Amanda Cresswell. 
 These five recorded 
their essays at the studio 
of local radio station 
T102. Their essays were 
recorded as speeches 
to be played for an audi-
ence later. 
 “[I think] it’s a very 
good program, and 
the veterans have a lot 
of pride in it,” Brianna 
Englert said.
 The VFW held a 
ceremony for the district 
winners January 15. The 
first ceremony was held 
at Tassone’s Catering 

By: Sammi Weiss

PAHS Sophomore

REVIEW — Junior Kelly Derbes looks over her submission 
to the Voices of Democracy essay contest with Mr. Howard 
Merrick. Derbes joined sophomore Brianna Englert as the two 
high school writers whose essays were selected as winners.

Photo by Kianna Fiscus

Heroes.” 
 Having written about 
three family members 
who work in the police 
force, she presented her 
readers with the realiza-
tion that heroes do not 
have to be strangers. 
They can be found inside 
one’s own family.
 “I enjoyed the pro-

gram, because we got 
to meet students from 
other schools who 
had pride in their city’s 
everyday heroes, too,” 
she said. 
 The contest takes 
place on the national 
level, with winners being 
awarded scholarships. It 

Mr. Lee 
FeLsburg,
guidance 

counseLor

 Members are encouraged to achieve in aca-
demics and to strive for personal excellence. The 
NTHS also helps students continue their educa-
tion or find jobs in the working world after gradu-
ation. Pottsville’s inductees attend the Schuylkill 
Technology Centers.

I felt it was a great honor 
and my hard work had 
finally paid off.”

“ 

I was very shocked. I 
wasn’t sure if I was going 
to make it again.  

“ ”
I definitely think it is a 
great honor to be in this 
wonderful society.

“ ”

  ... it gives you a chance 
to make a difference in 
someone else’s life.

“ ”

(See WRITERS p. 6)
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Dear Members of the Community,

Studies show need for more sleep

Dr. James T. Gallagher
Superintendent

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Eighth grade art students paint school ceiling tiles

READ —  Mrs. Erin Blozusky’s kindergarten class celebrates its Scholastic Book Club Sweep-
stakes win. Cumulatively, the class read 100 books over the course of two months.  In January, 
it was selected out of 12,000 entries to receive 500 books, which will be donated to various 
charitable organizations throughout the community, such as local hospitals and libraries. Two 
hundred classrooms were chosen as winners in the national contest.

By: Alyssa Curnow
PAHS Senior

Elementary teacher and class win reading competition

Providing students 
with the opportunity 

to experience the 
satisfaction of sharing 
“the gift of reading,” 
the Scholastic Book 
Club’s Classrooms 
Care Program began its 
“Care Where You Are” 
Sweepstakes this fall.
 Participating 
classrooms were 
challenged to choose 
either Peyton or Eli 
Manning, brothers and 
NFL quarterbacks for 
the Indianapolis Colts 
and the New York Giants 
respectively. 
 The classes cheered 
for the team of the 
brother they chose 
during their challenge of 
reading 100 books.
 The Manning 
brothers were named 
by Scholastic as the 
year’s Ambassadors of 
Reading. 
 Favoring Eli Manning 
and the New York 

Giants, Mrs. Erin 
Blozusky’s John S. 
Clarke kindergarten class 
enlisted in the challenge.
 For each book the 
pupils in the class 
read, not only did they 
advance one step closer 
to reaching the goal of 
100, but they also added 
points to “Team Eli.”
 Mrs. Blozusky, who 
has participated in the 
contest for several years, 
seizes any opportunity 
with which she is 
presented to encourage 
a child to read. 
 “I think reading at 
this age is extremely 
important,” she said. 
“What the children do 
now will set the stage 
for the rest of their lives. 
Until now, they have 
been read to rather than 
reading themselves. 
This sweepstakes 
promoted reading 
while encouraging the 
students.”
 To increase the 
participation incentive 
for the students, Mrs. 
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Blozusky combined the 
Scholastic challenge 
with Pizza Hut’s “Book 
It,” which celebrates 
students’ reading 
accomplishments 
by rewarding them 
with Reading Award 
Certificates that are 
each redeemable for one 
personal pan pizza.
 Besides sharing books 
with her students during 
class, Blozusky assigned 
each participating student 
six books to read at home 
with family members, 
reaching their goal of 100 
completed books. 
 “We’ve been 
charting our progress 
since the first of October 
by gradually coloring 
spaces on monthly 
reading charts in the 
classroom,” she said.
 Once the charts 
were complete, 
the young readers 
received a certificate 
to commemorate their 
achievement.
 January 13, Blozusky 
was notified that her 
class was chosen out of 

12,000 entries as one of 
the 200 winning classes. 
Each winner will receive 
500 books to donate to 
their community.
 Through the contest, 
Scholastic Book Clubs 
hoped to donated a total 
of one million books to 
participating teachers.
 The winning teachers 
will distribute the books 
to children who may not 
otherwise have access to 
reading material.
 Mrs. Blozusky was 
ecstatic to know that she 
and her students have 
the chance to distribute 
several books to children 
in need.
 “For most of my 
students’ lives, 
everything has revolved 
around them,” she 
said. “However, they 
are beginning to realize 
that some people are 
less fortunate and that 
helping those people will 
make them feel good 
inside.”
 The class plans to 
share the collection of 
books with charitable 

By: Lauren Blum
PAHS Sophomore

dramatically improved 
since the start of the 
project. 
 “It’s really wonderful to 
see students who don’t 
participate get interested 
and make amazing work,” 
Ms. Harle said.
 The students were very 
excited for their composi-
tions to be placed on the 
ceiling for their peers to 
admire.
 “I like the project 
because it’s going to be 
hung up for everyone to 
see,” eighth grader Emily 
Brinich said. 
 The best part for Ms. 
Harle was seeing the 
kids’ expressions while 
working on the project.
 “I love seeing how 
excited the children get 
over painting a simple 

tile,” Ms. Harle, said.
 The students were 
very proud of their fin-
ished projects, and they 
couldn’t wait to see them 

displayed. 
 Their work will serve as 
a colorful memory of the 
class of 2010 for years to 
come.Approaching the end 

of their middle school 
career at the D.H.H. 
Lengel, eighth grade 
students are creating 
unique works of art as a 
lasting legacy.
 Ms. Jessica Harle, the 
6th, 7th and 8th grade 
art teacher at the middle 
school, designed the 
project of painting ceiling 
tiles to give the eighth 
grade students a way 
to leave a mark on their 
alma mater.
 “When I taught high 
school, I had the seniors 
paint ceiling tiles so they 
could have a legacy for 
others to see long after 
they’ve graduated,” Ms. 

Harle said.
 For their masterpieces, 
the pupils each received 
one white tile, extracted 
from the ceilings of the 
middle school. On them, 
they painted a design of 
their choice to express 
their individuality. Stu-
dents developed very 
unique themes depicting 
sports teams, vampires, 
animals and even the C- 
Tide symbol.
 “I’m painting a duck 
for my project and it’s 
really fun,” eighth grader 
Michael Kuperavage 
said.
 Ms. Harle believed the 
idea would get the stu-
dents more invoved in art 
class and she was really 
pleased with the kids’ 
reactions. Participation 

TEACH —  Reading “Chicka Chicka Boom Boom” to her class, 
Mrs. Erin Blozusky helps teach them their letters. The class’s 
love of reading showed  when the students committed them-
selves to collectively reading at least 100 books as part of the 
“Care Where You Are” Sweepstakes. Mrs. Blozusky motivated 
her class by combining the contest with Pizza Hut’s “Book It.” 

PAINT —  Concentrating on the movement of his paintbrush, 
eighth grader Michael Kuperavage carefully adds another 
stroke to his ceiling tile. Ms. Jessica Harle’s eighth grade art 
classes decorated the tiles for future students to see. The 
finished tiles were displayed at D.H.H. Lengel.

Photo by Maria naradKo
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organizations in Pottsville 
and surrounding areas. 
 “I think we should give 
the books to hospitals 
for kids who can 
read,” Elena Martinko, 
kindergartner, said. “I 
know it would make them 
very happy.”
 Mrs. Blozusky will 
divide the books into 
groups and distribute 
them where she believes 
they will be most 
beneficial, such as the 
Pediatric Center and 
emergency rooms of 
local hospitals, local 
libraries, the Pottsville 
Police Department and 
the Women and Victim 
Assistance Center.
 While broadening the 
minds of young students 
as well as encouraging 
them, this sweepstakes 
advocated not only 
literacy, but also provided 
a community service for 
area youngsters.
 Since the program 
began in 2001, more than 
nine millions books have 
been donated to children 
in need.

During my many conversa-
tions with the members 
of our student body, I am 
always amazed at the 
number of activities that 
so many of them juggle.  
Young students tell me how 
they handle team practices, 
religious instructions, scout 
meetings, and music les-

sons in addition to their after-school studies.  Older stu-
dents continue to participate in these activities, and the 
majority of them also have jobs that require an additional 
twenty to thirty hours per week.  

Many studies show that we’re pushing our kids to the 
max.  Colleges look for the all-around student – one 
who has maintained an enviable grade point average, 
exhibited leadership in athletics, participated in several 
extracurriculars, and volunteered on the community level.  
When our students tell me all that they do, I often wonder, 
“When do they sleep?” That’s a problem.

Studies show that adolescents need between 8.5 and 
9.25 hours of sleep each night.  However, surveys show 
that during the school week only 15% of students sleep 
8.5 hours or more, and more than 25% of them sleep 
fewer than seven hours.  In addition to having trouble with 
concentration skills, sleepy adolescents are more prone 
to negative moods, and increased use of stimulants, 

behavior problems, and difficulty controlling emotions.  
Lack of sleep can also be a silent killer, especially when 
teens get behind the wheel of a car.  According to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, at least 
100,000 traffic crashes each year result from driving 
while drowsy or fatigued, and more than half of those 
drivers are 25 years old or younger.

Parents must carefully monitor the sleep schedule of 
their children.  Adults must be alert for their children’s 
sleep problems and help their children to regulate their 
sleep in order to allow them to be healthy and produc-
tive members of our school community.  If a sleeping 
problem persists, parents should notify one of our school 
nurses, a guidance counselor, or a family physician in 
order to remedy the situation.  

Our school personnel are always available to help your 
students maintain a healthy lifestyle.  Our telephone 
numbers are listed for you in our school calendar.  We 
hope that we can help you to help your children be the 
best and the healthiest that they could possibly be.

With my best wishes for an academically profitable year 
for your child, I remain



8 MARCH 2010Wavelengths 

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 647

Pottsville, PA 17901

POTTSVILLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1501 West Laurel Boulevard
Pottsville, PA 17901

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John F. Boran, President
Scott Krater, Vice President
Cindy M. Petchulis, Treasurer
Dr. Gary A. Cortese
Dr. William R. Davidson
Denise Fanelli
Karen E. Rismiller, Esq.
Dr. Michael D. Smink
Scott Thomas

Dr. James T. Gallagher, 
Superintendent
Richard Thornburg, Solicitor
David J. Delenick, Secretary/
Business Manager

March
8-10 — Kindergarten 
registration in JSC 
Main Lobby
8-14 — PAHS 
celebration of 
National Foreign 
Language Week
11 — PAHS Parent/
Teacher Conferences
6-8 p.m. 
12-14 — PAHS Drama 
Club Spring Musical 
11-13 — Schuylkill   
County Band Festival  
at Blue Mountain High 
School 
 

April
12-16 — PSSA 
Math and Reading 
Assessment for 
Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
& 11
19-23 — PSSA Writing 
Assessment for 
Grades 5, 8 & 11
19-23 — Metropolitan 
Achievement Tests for 
Grades 1 & 2
26-30 — PSSA 
Science Assessment 
for Grades 4, 8 & 11
29 — PAHS Spring 
Band Concert 
7:30 p.m.
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   PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief
• William Morris
   PAHS Junior
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PASD Calendar PASD Phone Numbers 

• John S. Clarke Elementary    
  School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle       
  School:  621-2924
• Pottsville Area High  
  School:  621-2962
• Academic Center:  
                 621-2900


