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TideLines
Program rewards
good behavior

The Tide Pride
program at the John
S. Clarke Elementary
Center rewards
students for the good
behavior they exhibit
throughout each
month. The students
earn checkpoints all
through the month
leading up to the
program, and they
can miss up to four
checkpoints and still
attend. This is the
third year that the Tide
Pride program has
been in place.
February’s Tide
Pride program
included a movie and a
Chinese auction. Mrs.
Sarah Fridirici created
the program and is in
charge of it.
The program began
in the library, where the
students watched The
Pixar Short Films. After
finishing the movie,
students then traveled
to another classroom
for the Chinese
auction. The students
received tickets for the
auction by showing
good manners and
displaying exemplary
behavior.
In each grade level,
a few staff members
contributed baskets
for the auction. In
addition, the Pride
committee made
baskets for the
event. Some of the
theme baskets to be
auctioned off were: Dr.
Seuss, Angry Birds,
Crayola, Barbie, Star
Wars and Avengers.
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PASD gives back to community
By: Alex Disabella
PAHS Sophomore

T

hroughout the year,
many clubs in PAHS,
D.H.H. Lengel Middle
School and John S.
Clark Elementary Center
have given up their time
and performed acts of
community service.
In PAHS, the French,
Spanish and German
clubs prepared food
baskets for people in
need of a traditional
Christmas meal. Food
items such as milk,
bread, butter, a turkey,
boxed mashed potatoes
and stuffing were
packed into baskets
and delivered to the
homes of the recipients
by members of the
respective clubs.
“I think putting together
food baskets for people
in need is a great way to
give back,” sophomore
Lindsey Dry, German
Club member, said.
Other clubs that
prepared food baskets
for Christmas included
Drama Club, Stage
Crew, Debate Club,
Key Club, SADD, Yoga
Club, Garden Club, TKD,
Ecology Club, AIΔ, Leo
Club, Student Council
and the cheerleaders.
The French Club also
participated in its annual
Christmas caroling trip.
Members visited nursing
homes around Pottsville
and sang traditional
carols such as “Jingle
Bells” and “Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer.” At
the last nursing home, the
French Club had a pizza
party with the members

Math competitors
earn top places at
competition
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PRAY — Ms. Michelle Chelius, D.H.H. Lengel librarian, and eighth graders Parker Rose, Morgan
Murphy and Elizabeth Sohan participate in a balloon release December 20 in memory of those
who lost their lives in the Sandy Hook school shooting in Newtown, Connecticut, December 14. “I
thought the balloon release was a great way to show that we cared,” eighth grade student Alexa
Biddle said. “It was really cool when we made the snowflakes for them as a symbol of purity.”
of the home.
“The residents of the
buildings really enjoy
interacting with the
French Club kids, and I
think the students enjoy
being able to make
people happy,” Mrs.
Nicole Stiles, French
Club adviser, said.
In November, AIΔ
sponsored a coat drive
and encouraged anyone
who had an old coat or
sweater in decent shape
to donate it. The club
gathered over 150 coats,
which was the goal, and
donated them to people
in need.
“I thought the coat
drive was a great event

Band and chorus
members perform at
honors level
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to participate in. It was
fun to help out the
community, and there
was a really great turnout
this year,” sophomore
Andrea Sanders, AIΔ
member, said.
The middle school
participated in many
charitable events as
well. The student council
members, along with
their adviser, Ms. Ashley
Shappell, organized a
canned food drive entitled
“Can the Principal.”
The school’s goal was
to completely fill principal
Mr. Raymond Yost’s
office with canned foods
in one week. The amount
of food items collected

PAHS 80th
anniversary
commemorated
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totaled 2,500.
“Although we did not
reach our goal in one
week, we still contributed
a large amount and
took it to the food pantry
on Laurel Boulevard
sponsored by Schuylkill
Community Action (SCA),”
Ms. Shappell said.
Primarily, the food
items were used to
stock SCA’s emergency
pantry in Pottsville. The
pantry provides food to
families from around the
county in an emergency
situation. Last year, the
student council provided
food from this site to over
650 families.
(See DISTRICT, Page 2)

JSC celebrates
100th day of school
with fun activities
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District helps relief organizations through community service
(From page 1)
Some student
council members
also participated in
decorating Christmas
trees at the Christmas
Gala hosted at the
Masonic Lodge in
Pottsville November
30. The student council
members and the
PAHS Tide Task Force
decorated the tree.
December 14, a
tragic school shooting
occurred in Newtown,
Connecticut, where
26 young children
and faculty members
lost their lives. To
commemorate this
tragic event, eighth
graders at D.H.H.
Lengel Middle School
set balloons free
December 20.
Each balloon had a
tag attached to it with
the name of a child
or faculty member

who lost his life in the
shooting. The eighth
grade students also
made snowflakes for the
victims. The snowflakes
were a symbol of purity.
“I thought the balloon
release was a great way
to show that we cared,”
eighth grade student
Alexa Biddle said. “It
was really cool when we
made the snowflakes
for them as a symbol of
purity.”
The high school
varsity boys’ basketball
team hosted a teddy
bear collection in
memory of the victims at
Sandy Hook Elementary
center in Newton.
Anyone willing to donate
a teddy bear brought
it to the December
18 game against
Williamsport.
“I think it was a great
thing to do to show
our respect to the

victims of Sandy Hook,”
sophomore Connor
Hinchliffe said.
Among other tragedies
that occurred last year,
Hurricane Sandy hit the
Northeast and affected
the lives of many. Senior
Cody McDonald helped
to ease the burden of
those affected by the
storm.
McDonald and two of
his friends organized a
relief trip to Toms River,
New Jersey, November
10. They rented a
U-Haul truck and filled
it with clothing, food,
toiletries and about
100 cases of water and
drove three hours to
New Jersey.
High school students,
faculty and members of
the community donated
items to their collection.
Upon arrival, they
walked door to door
offering basic supplies

to anyone in need. Not
one person declined the
offer.
“Watching the
expressions on the
people’s faces after
we gave them care
packages of what we
collected was probably
one of the most
incredible things I’ve
experienced,” McDonald
said.
After they finished
distributing throughout
the town, there were
still a few things left
over. A thrift store gladly
accepted the extra
clothing.
“This mission trip
that I was a part of was
without a doubt one of
the greatest things that
I can remember doing,”
McDonald said.
The Aletheia Club
collected items for the
victims of Hurricane
Sandy as well. The

club collected food,
toiletries and any nonperishable food items.
“I thought it was a
nice gesture to provide
things to people who
had nothing,” junior
Corinne Bricker said.
Along with PAHS
and D.H.H. Lengel
Middle School, John
S. Clark Elementary
center also participated
in community service
events.
John S. Clark made
its annual collection of
items for hospitalized
veterans. Students and
faculty also collected
for Feed a Friend prior
to the winter break.
Currently the first
grade classes are
collecting items like
dog and cat food,
animal bedding such
as blankets and animal
hygiene products to be
donated to the SPCA.

Math competitors sweep competitions at Bloomsburg event
By: Adalie Zanis

I

PAHS Junior

t was like the perfect
storm,” Mr. David
Sterner, math teacher,
said.
The storm to which
Mr. Sterner referred was
his group of students
in the 2012 high school
math competition at
Bloomsburg University.
The team contained 13
advanced math students
who returned victoriously
to the high school, having
placed first, second
and third in the three
competitions November
13.
“We’ve gone to the
competition several times
in the last couple years
and we’ve never done
as well as we have this
year,” Mr. Sterner said.
The team was divided
into three groups. The
A team, which was
responsible for garnering

the three wins, consisted
of seniors Seif Butt,
Dominick DiRenzo, Kevin
Wang and Codi Wood.
Two other groups, led by
seniors Nicole Stephens
and Jacob Tarconish,
included juniors Nicole
Buleza, Thomas
Campion, Laura Dallago,
Amanda Schaal and Ben
Serano and sophomore
Aaron Mickonis.
The A team placed third
in the quiz bowl portion of
the competition, second
in the brain teasers and
first in 24, a card game.
“When you’re not
competing against other
teams doing [quiz bowl],
your team is in a room
working together on brain
teasers,” Mr. Sterner
said.
The brain teasers
were a compilation of,
according to Mr. Sterner,
“interesting, thoughtprovoking, nontraditional
math problems.”

“We practiced 24 a lot
and Mr. Sterner helped
us with our math, so we
did well in all aspects of
the competition,” Wang
said.
Using an ordinary deck
of cards, the game of
24 is played with each
player having four cards.
One must use the four
basic math operations
to get the numbers on
his cards to equal 24. At
Bloomsburg, the number
was changed and
operations were added
or taken away to make it
more challenging.
“24 was the only thing
we really practiced as a
group because it was fun
to play,” Butt said.
The team does not
have organized practices
or participate in a math
club, although they
competed against and
beat other schools that
do. For students on the A
team, participating in the
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TRIUMPH — Bloomsburg math competition participants
included: FRONT ROW: Kevin Wang, Amanda Schaal, Nicole
Buleza, Mr. David Sterner. MIDDLE ROW: Nicole Stephens, Codi
Wood, Seif Butt, Dominick DiRenzo. BACK ROW: Aaron Mickonis,
Thomas Campion, Jacob Tarconish, Benjamin Serano. NOT
PICTURED: Laura Dallago.
competition in previous
years gave them the
advantage of experience.
For the younger members
of the alternate teams,
this year’s trip gave them
exposure to the kinds of
math and competition

they would be facing,
preparing them for future
tournaments.
“I learned to pay
attention in school
because it could apply
to other life situations,”
Mickonis said.

Wavelengths

MARCH 2013

3

Families should strive to spend time together
Dear Members of the Community,
Some people refer to this
time of year as the “dead of
winter.” We begin to yearn for
warmer weather and glance
at the calendar, hoping spring
is just around the corner.
While it may be the “dead of
Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel winter” for some, our students
and staff are hard at work.
Many of our winter sports teams are preparing for
playoffs, while spring sports teams will be preparing
to gear up for their upcoming seasons. The Concert
Band is busily preparing for their annual May spring
concert, the Drama Club is hard at work fine tuning for
their March performances, the Publications Program
is anxiously putting the final touches to the 2013
yearbook and seniors are deciding their next step
after graduating from PAHS.
While it’s important for our children to be involved
in activities that will help make them well-rounded
individuals, it is also critical that they take time to

“smell the roses” and enjoy their lives as young
adults. Our society today runs non-stop, from one
activity to another, with little time in between to catch
our breath. This is where we, as parents, have to step
up and slow our lives down. Make sure you take the
time to ask how your child’s day was at school. Take
the time to enjoy a few meals together during the
week and certainly during the weekends. Family time
together does not have to dwindle. We can and should
control that. Now is the opportunity for us to impart
to our children the importance of taking time out for
family. It will make our lives just a bit simpler and
provide our children with memories that they can pass
on to their children in the future.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey S. Zwiebel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

High school seniors receive top honors in essay contest
By: Ryan Coyle
PAHS Senior

T

he Constitution is
arguably the most
important document in
United States history. It is
the supreme law in all the
land. But is it still relevant
today?
That was the question
asked by the Veterans
of Foreign Wars (VFW)
for their annual Voice of
Democracy (VOD) Essay
Competition.
The Voice of
Democracy is the premier
scholarship for the VFW
and is open to students in
grades 9-12. Prizes and
scholarships are awarded
at the local, district, state
and national level.
Requirements for the
essay are that each
student should record
his essay and it is no
longer than five minutes
and a minimum of three
minutes.

The PAHS history
department opened
up the contest to most
of the history classes.
Mr. Howard Merrick’s
American Government
class and Mrs. Pamela
Delenick’s AP United
States Government and
Politics class participated
in the contest.
“We both offered
the contest to the
students as an extra
credit opportunity,” Mrs.
Delenick said.
It was both teachers’
job to pick the top essays
from the classes.
They chose seniors
Eric Yoder (1st), Randy
Rubright (2nd) and
Robert Witman (3rd) as
the school-wide winners.
The winners then went
on to record their essays
at T-102 to send them to
the VFW.
“It’s a tremendous
accomplishment,”
Witman said. “I’m glad I
was able to place after all

the hard work I put into
my essay.”
Rubright accredited
some of his success
with his essay to Dunkin’
Donuts.
“The secret to a good
essay is to drink a lot of
Dunkin’ coffee and good
research,” Rubright said.
Yoder was pleased to
see he finally won the
competition after being
the runner-up for two
years straight.
“I am very happy [about
the results]. I placed
second as a sophomore
and as a junior, so it was
nice to break through,”
Yoder said.
The winners received
monetary prizes at a
banquet sponsored by
the Pottsville Amvets
January 19. Their essays
moved onto the district
level to compete against
winners from other
schools.
The district and state
level process is as
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ENLIGHTEN — Seniors Robert Witman, Randy Rubright and
Eric Yoder are pictured after winning the Veterans of Foreign
War Voice of Democracy Essay Contest. Witman, Rubright
and Yoder were awarded a banquet by the Pottsville Amvets
and monetary prizes for their accomplishments.
follows: one winner for
every 15 entires from
each Post advances to
Districts and one District
winner advances to the
state competition. State
winners are invited to
Washington, D.C., where
their essays compete in

the final contest.
Yoder, Rubright and
Witman have yet to hear
from the VFW how their
essays did at the district
level and whether or not
their essays will move
onto the state-wide
contest.
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Pottsville students play in honors chorus and band concerts

By: Tyler A. Pangonis
PAHS Senior

P

ottsville Area High
School has always
been known for its strong
presence in the arts,
especially in its music
programs. Many students
in the band and choir
go on to continue their
music careers in college
and beyond. Some of
these students start
by auditioning for and
performing in the many
different honor chorus
and band concerts.
“This is my third year
making county band, so
I wasn’t too surpirsed.
However, I was really
surprised that I placed
second. It is quite an
accomplishment, and
I can’t wait until we
start rehearsing,” senior
Colleen Brennan said.
PAHS’s strong
presence can be seen
within the Schuylkill
County Chorus and
Schuylkill County
Band. Pottsville also
sends many students
to the PMEA District 10
Band, PMEA District
10 Orchestra, PMEA
Region 5 State Band
PMEA Region 4/5 State
Orchestra.
The Schuylkill County

Chorus concert is March
2 at North Schuylkill High
School. High school
students from 9th to 12th
grades auditioned and
will be performing.
Seniors Jacob
Tarconish, Michael
Halcovage, Tyler
Pangonis and John
Shoener; juniors
Maddelena Dallago,
Hannah Hench and
Angelo Disabella;
sophomores Megan
Berdanier and Jacob
Shoener; and freshmen
Sara Leibel, Julia
Rismiller and Zavry
Jones will represent
PAHS at the festival.
“It’s a wonderful
experience to be
selected for our county
choir, and it’s a great
way to meet vocalists
from across the county,”
Tarconish said.
Schuylkill County
Band will play its concert
March 15 at Shenandoah
High School. Like
county chorus, there
are students from all
high school grades
participating.
Seniors Devina
Hummel, Michael
Halcovage, Anthony
Wiscount, John
Shoener, Cassandra
Eagan, Zachary Sonon,
Christopher Circelli,
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SING — Members of the Schuylkill County Chorus included:
ROW 1: Maddelena Dallago, Julia Rismiller and Zavry Jones.
ROW 2: Sara Leibel, Hannah Hench and Jacob Shoener; ROW
3: Jacob Tarconish, John Shoener, Angelo Disabella, Tyler
Pangonis, and Michael Halcovage. NOT PICTURED: Megan
Berdanier.

Joseph Natishak and
Colleen Brennan; juniors
Victoria Moyer, Austin
Womer, Ryan Senawaitis,
Karlie Janowski, Benjamin
Blake and Angelo
Disabella; sophomores
Rachel Salata, Alexandra
Disabella, Michaela Zanis,
Jacob Shoener, Olivia
Connors, Allyssa Kovich,
Anthony Cunningham,
Autumn Minnich, Paige
Fellows and Justin
Denchy; and freshmen
Rebekah McClelland,
Taylor Young, Katrina
Whalen, Sara Leibel,
Christopher Pekarik
and Cody Gemmell will
represent PAHS at the
festival.
“It’s an honor to be
chosen because you get
to play music with the
best instrumentalists in
the county,” Whalen said.
Pottsville is also
represented in other
honor bands, including
district, region and state
band and orchestra.
PMEA District 10 Band
took place January 26.
“It was fun playing in
a band where people
appreciate music as much
as you do,” Hummel said.
Hummel, along with
Jacob Shoener, Circelli
and Natishak were a
part of the band, while
Shoener and Circelli
were also a part of the
orchestra.
“It was an honor to
be in county and district
bands. They were
both really valuable
experiences, and I’m glad
I was able to be a part of
them,” Natishak said.
PMEA All-State Band
is taking place April
20, but the participants
in that have yet to be
determined. Circelli is the
sole student from PAHS
to be selected for PMEA
Region 5 State Band and
Region 4/5 Orchestra
this year, coming March
9. However, his biggest
achievement comes
from making the National
Association for Music
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PERFORM — Members of the Schuylkill County Band included:
ROW 1: Devina Hummel, Joseph Natishak, Cassandra Eagan and
Michael Halcovage. ROW 2: Taylor Young, Jacob Shoener, Cody
Gemmell, Katrina Whalen and Christopher Pekarik. ROW 3: Paige
Fellows, Allyssa Kovich, Rachel Salata and Austin Womer. ROW
4: Anthony Wiscount, Sara Leibel, Alexandra Disabella, Colleen
Brennan and Victoria Moyer. ROW 5: Olivia Connors, Autumn
Minnich, Anthony Cunningham and John Shoener. ROW 6: Angelo
Disabella, Benjamin Blake, Ryan Senawaitis and Christopher
Circelli. NOT PICTURED: Zachary Sonon, Karlie Janowski,
Michaela Zanis, Justin Denchy and Rebekah McClelland.
Education (NAFME)
All-Eastern Band, which
combines high school
band members from
multiple states.
“I’ve met many great
musicians throughout the
years and performances.
I want to play with them
far into the future,” Circelli
said.
Circelli auditioned for
NAFME All-Eastern Band
April 14, 2012, and was
contacted November
19 to learn that he had
been selected to perform
in the 2013 All-Eastern
Band show. He is the
first PAHS band member
to be selected for many
years.
The All-Eastern Band
show will be in Hartford,
Connecticut, from April 4
through April 7.
“I feel especially lucky,
talented, and honored
that I can not only attend
every level of band
available to me, but also
every level orchestra, as
well,” Circelli said.
Circelli has been
accepted to Ithaca
College in New York to
continue his education in
music performance with a

concentration in tuba. He
has been playing the tuba
for the past eight years,
but says he started taking
it very seriously in the
seventh grade.
“I don’t know why I
started taking it seriously.
It just dawned on me one
day that this was me,”
Circelli said.
This is just one
small example of how
these musicians have
continued learning what it
is they want to do.
These musicians
rehearsed many days
to give the audience
the best performance
possible. For the seniors,
this was the last time they
could participate. Those
in the younger grades,
however, have more
shows to look forward to
in the future.
“When Mr. Shoener
told me I made county
band, I was very proud
of myself. Knowing that
I’m going to be playing
music with those who are
considered the best in the
county is a feeling of joy.
I simply cannot express
that into words,” Kovich
said.
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Pottsville Area School Board highlighted during January
By: Ryan Coyle
PAHS Senior

A

school board does
many things that
may go unnoticed by the
average student. During
the month of January,
it is School Board
recognition month, but to
the Pottsville Area Board
of Directors, it is just
business as usual.
“We each received a
certificate of recognition,”
Mr. John Boran, board
president, said. “We
aren’t doing anything
special; I guess be a little
nicer to each other,” said
Mr. Boran as he joked
with Mr. Scott Krater,
board vice president.
So what exactly does a
school board do? It could
range anywhere from
furnishing or maintaining
schools to buying or
selling land. They adopt a
curriculum and textbooks,
and also set the length

of the school year. The
board manages sports
and extracurricular
activities and sets an
annual budget, just
to name a few of its
responsibilities.
The PASD board
consists of Mr. Boran;
Mr. Krater; Mr. David
Delenick, Secretary;
Mr. Scott Thomas,
Treasurer; Mr. Richard
Thornburg, Solicitor; and
Dr. Gary Cortese, Ms.
Linda Grube, Mrs. Cindy
Petchulis, Attorney Karen
Rismiller, Dr. Michael
Smink and Mr. Charles
Wagner, all members.
The board also has
several committees
on which members
serve. These standing
committees are: Athletics
and Extracurricular
Activities, Buildings,
Real Estate and
Transportation, Finance,
Negotiations, Personnel,
Public Relations,

Technology and
Textbooks and Supplies.
The goals for the board
to tackle by the end of
the school year are to
improve school security
and continue to advance
in the technology field.
All were common themes
that members hinted at
during the meeting.
“School security has
to get better,” Dr. Smink
said. “It is one of our
primary focuses moving
forward.”
The members talked
about their favorite part
of being involved on the
board as well.
“I enjoy discussing all
the issues so that we
can all come to a correct
answer to all problems,
especially concerning
security,” Dr. Cortese
said.
The board meets twice
a month at the Howard
S. Fernsler Academic
Center. Their regular
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DISCUSS — Members of the Pottsville Area school board go
over the agenda from the January 22 meeting where they
discussed issues such as security and technology in the
school district. Pictured are Attorney Karen Rismiller, Dr.
Michael Smink, Mr. David Delenick, Mrs. Cindy Petchulis and
Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel.
monthly meeting is held
on the third Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m. The public
may address the board
with any questions prior
to the meeting.
“I feel very honored
to be appreciated

because everything
we do here is for the
benefit of the students,
and many times we go
totally unappreciated. It’s
nice to sit back and be
appreciated for what we
do,” Dr. Cortese said.

Guest speaker from Africa visits D.H.H. Lengel Middle School
By: Seanna McCabe
PAHS Junior

A

ll of my classes were
doing portraits of the
Maasai tribe. They are
a tribe in Kenya,” Mrs.
Kimberly Akers, D.H.H.
Lengel art teacher, said.
“They haven’t really
accepted technology into
their lives. They mainly
grow their own food and
they live off the land.”
Mrs. Akers invited her
brother-in-law, Bornfase
Nyandusi Omurwa, and
his wife to her classroom
to talk to her students
about his experiences
in Africa, African art and
African culture. Nyandusi
grew up in Kisii, Kenya,
but later moved to the
United States in July
2009. His hometown
is known for a specific
type of artwork known as
soapstone.
“I learned about the
tribe and the different

things about how they
lived. They also had cool
things that they made,”
seventh grader Maecada
Herring said.
The art department
decided to make the
entire year revolve
around the theme of
Africa because the
students were learning
about the different
countries in Africa.
During his talk, Nyandusi
discussed issues that
impact students in Africa.
One of the problems
he mentioned was that
people in Africa do not
have enough water to
drink. They have to carry
water for miles.
“I learned, during the
presentation, that there
are still many different
tribes and languages in
Africa, but they use one
main language, Swahili,”
seventh grader Bobby
Moyer said.
Growing up, Nyandusi

had 16 brothers and
sisters. He finished high
school in Kenya and is
now studying accounting
at King’s College. He also
ran the NYC Marathon as
well as the Steamtown
Marathon. Nyandusi
and his wife have a sixmonth-old son named
Isaac and they live in
Kingston, PA.
“My favorite part is
when he showed us how
high he could jump,”
seventh grader Ashley
Emery said.
Nyandusi and his wife
opened a school for girls
who were victims of the
war in Kenya. Education
is not a priority in Kenya
and Sudan, especially for
girls. The main reason
for this is because it’s
the girl’s duty to take
care of the home and
the younger siblings.
The girls were accepted
to Nyandusi’s school
by writing an essay.

Photo by Mrs. Kimberly Akers

CREATE — Bornfase Nyandusi Omurwa stands in front of the
seventh and eighth grade students’ African portraits of the
Maasai tribe. He visited the D.H.H. Lengel middle school to talk
to students about his hometown of Kisii, Kenya.
Nyandusi and his wife
hope to go back to Kenya
and open an orphanage.
“I was thrilled with
their artwork. The project
we did involved math,
proportion and ratio,
so they were able to
incorporate what they

were learning in their
math classes into the art
class,” Mrs. Akers said.
“All of their portraits came
out looking really realistic
because they were
drawing square by square.
They were following a
mathematical equation.”
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PAHS honors 80th anniversary with gala and student assembly

By: Kimberly Kroznuski
PAHS Senior

D

ecember 15, the
Pottsville Area High
School Drama Club
hosted the high school’s
80th Anniversary gala at
the Pottsville Club. The
Drama Club members
and alumni of the
program came together
to perform numbers from
musicals presented over
the last 10 years, such
as “Into The Woods,”
“Seussical” and “Once
on This Island.”
“My favorite song was
‘Always True to You’
from ‘Kiss Me, Kate,’”
junior Sarah Wojcik
said. “There was a
wide variety of songs
performed. It showed all
the past musicals, which
was nice.”
While current
members were
performing numbers
from recent years,
Drama Club alumni also
participated, singing
songs such as “Shy”
from “Once Upon A
Mattress,” which was
done by the Drama
Club in 2004, and “Only
In New York” from
“Thoroughly Modern

Millie,” which the club
performed in 2008.
Besides performing
numbers from their
past musicals, the club
also previewed their
upcoming musical,
“Beauty and the Beast,”
with the numbers “If I
Can’t Love Her,” sung
by senior member
Jacob Tarconish, and
“Beauty and the Beast,”
sung by alumna Kaia
Schroding.
“It felt amazing to
come back and have
one more performance
at PAHS,” Catherine
Nadeau, 2012 graduate,
said. “It was truly an
honor to be a part of
this experience.”
During the cocktail
hour, the PAHS
Christmas Brass Band
performed holiday
favorites such as “Jingle
Bells” and “Silent Night.”
Playing with the
Christmas brass was
a great time,” senior
Kathleen Burke said.
“We got to play festive
music and we exposed
a part of PAHS band to
new people.”
The gala was
organized by Mr.
Charles Wagner, current
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EXPLORE — At a school-wide assembly, Mrs. Lillian Hobbs,
PAHS librarian, presents a Power Point to the student body
unfolding the history of the school and what clubs and
organizations existed during its first years, some of which
aren’t around today. She also showed students architectural
drawings of the school and photos of the old Pottsville school
buildings that stood before the Castle on the Hill.

school board member
and former PAHS
principal, and Mrs. Karen
Rismiller, Esq., current
school board member.
Both are also PAHS
alumni.
“I feel that it is always
a good thing to see
alumni come out to
support the school,”
Tarconish said. “The
turnout for the gala was
impressive.”
Over 100 tickets were
sold for this formal
event at $50 each,
and while most of the
proceeds benefitted the
gala, some of the ticket
revenue went to the
Drama Club to help with
the costs of “Beauty and
thr Beast.”
Aside from the gala,
the Pottsville Area High
School also hosted an
assembly January 3, the
actual 80th anniversary
of the school’s opening.
During the assembly,
Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel,
PASD superintendent,
spoke briefly on the
history of the school and
introduced Mrs. Lillian
Hobbs, PAHS librarian,
who presented a Power
Point of pictures from the
first Pottsville schools
and the architectural
sketches of the school
building.
After Mrs. Hobbs
spoke, Mrs. Tiffany
Reedy, PAHS principal,
spoke about the
traditions within the
school. She also showed
the students a slideshow
of their current teachers
who graduated from
PAHS in their high
school years.
“I really liked the
slideshow of teachers,”
junior Tiffany Zerbe said.
“Some of my teachers
looked ridiculous.”
Afterward, Mr. Wagner
spoke about Tide Pride
and brought the teachers
who graduated from
PAHS to the stage to
sing the Alma Mater
under the direction of Mr.

Photo By Timothy Panchari

VOCALIZE —During an assembly celebrating the 80th
anniversary of PAHS, Mr. Charles Wagner calls to the stage all
teachers who are PAHS alumni to sing the Alma Mater under
the direction of Mr. Craig Shoener and the senior members of
the stage band. Teachers were asked to come to the stage after
a slide show of their senior pictures was played.
Craig Shoener, PAHS
band director, and the
senior band members.
“I thought the
assembly was a
fun way to educate
students of our high
school’s history,” senior
Cassandra Eagan said.
“Plus, seeing pictures of
my teachers in school
was pretty funny.”
“I gained a lot more
pride for being part
of Pottsville [School
District],” Eagan said.
Along with these
two celebrations, the
Brick Paver Project is
currently underway.
The Brick Paver
Project, also organized
by Mr. Wagner, allows
alumni to purchase
a brick for $75 on
which they can write a
message, memorial or
anything within reason.
“The bricks are
supposed to be installed
in the spring or summer
of next year.” Mrs. Ann
Marie Shadler, PAHS
athletic office secretary,
said. Mrs. Shadler is
collecting money and
orders for the Brick
Pavers Project.
“The brick has three
lines on it, 15 spaces
per line, so as long as it
fits in that area, you can

put what you want on it,”
Mrs. Shadler said.
This project has
received positive
feedback from alumni,
teachers, and students
alike.
I think [the Brick Paver
Project] is a wonderful
way to celebrate the
anniversary,” senior
Michael Halcovage said.
“People often speak
of ‘leaving their mark’
on the school, but this
is a way to literally
leave a physical mark
on the school and be
remembered for years to
come.”
Order forms for the
Brick Paver Project can
be obtained from Mrs.
Shadler (ashadler@
pottsville.k12.pa.us),
the main office at the
high school or from the
school district website.
Between the gala and
the assembly, students
learned a more in-depth
background of their
school’s history, while
the Brick Paver Project
allows alumni and future
students to see how far
the school has come.
“The programs [were]
a great way to honor
the school and its neat
history,” freshman Jacob
Moyer said.
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PAHS juniors attend local informational symposium
By: Ashley Delp
PAHS Senior

D

ecember 18,
Lebanon Valley
College held the Junior
Achievement Young
Men’s Symposium. While
there, students learned
through various activities,
group discussions and
games.
Eight young men
from Pottsville Area
High School attended
the day-long seminar.
Juniors Darel Altemose,
Kadeem Austin, Aaron
Kuperavage, John
Toomey, Austin Womer,
Craig Stevens, Ryan
Senawaitis and Matthew
McGarry were Pottsville’s
representatives.
Students learned
about various college
majors and what career
opportunities are
becoming popular.
Along with discussing
the professions available,

they also discussed the
salaries that came with
the various professions.
They attended
programs about
researching colleges
and how to narrow their
choices when choosing
which schools to apply to.
While working together,
they researched the top
majors from the past
two years and found
interesting facts about
them.
Another skill that was
discussed was how
to fill out applications
and resumes. Proper
interview techniques
were also discussed.
“I learned how to
make financial decisions
and teamwork to work
together to make a better
future for the children of
today,” Womer said.
The young men
also heard a multitude
of guest speakers
with a wide variety of

careers. The speeches
were geared toward
helping the participants
understand that there
are many options when it
comes to their futures.
The symposium was
meant to give students
insight on career
opportunities available.
The speakers talked
about how social media
is now affecting college
admissions. Social media
has also become a part
of everyday life, and
many companies have
started looking at their
employees’ Facebook
and Twitter accounts.
The students
participated in group
activities, like timed
Jenga block competitions
against other groups.
Team skills and
communication were
taught as the groups
raced to see who could
build the tallest tower
without it falling over.

Photo by Corey Schuster

LEARN — PAHS juniors attended the Young Men’s Symposium,
where they learned leadership, college and job interview and
team skills. FROM LEFT: Ryan Senawaitis, Aaron Kuperavage,
Kadeem Austin, Austin Womer, Darel Altemose. NOT PICTURED:
John Toomey, Craig Stevens, Matthew McGarry.
They were then
told to figure out who
was their leader and
what role each person
played in the Jenga
competition. It helped
the students realize
what their strengths and
weaknesses were.

“[My favorite part was]
when we did the Jenga
challenge,” Senawaitis
said.
The various speakers
and activities taught
the students all of the
choices available after
high school.

100th day of school brings celebration to JSC
By: Emily Brinich
PAHS Junior

T

he students at John
S. Clarke Elementary
Center were eager to
celebrate their 100th day
of school February 1. The
day was full of creative
activities courtesy of the
students’ teachers.
The activities varied
from Mrs. Jennifer
Buggy’s second grade
class doing 100 jumps
to Mrs. Regina Freiler’s
first grade class,
where students filled
a worksheet with 100
numbers.
The day was very
number-oriented, and
the hallways were
decorated to bring out the
festiveness of the school.
“We made hats, then
we colored them and cut
them out,” first grader
Emma Seeker said.
Though it was a fun
day, the teachers made

it educational while
featuring the number 100.
Mrs. Joanne Mercuri’s
first grade class learned
how to say 100 in
different languages. They
learned how to say “cent”
and “cien,” which is the
word “hundred” in French
and Spanish.
The teachers also
offered some physical
activities for the students.
Many of the teachers had
their classrooms doing
100 different exercises.
One class did 10 different
exercises 10 times each.
The students spent
the morning working on
different crafts, including
making fruit loop
necklaces and crowns.
Some students made
posters featuring 100
objects and what things
they could fit into. Other
posters displayed 100
words spelled correctly.
The day didn’t slow
down after lunch. The

classes were filled with
fun things to do until the
school day ended.
“We went to lunch and
had ice cream,” Seeker
said. “When we got back
we made piles of ten,
and then we’re going to
put them on a string, and
then we’re going to make
them into a necklace.”
With the 100th day
being celebrated, the
students started to think
of their future. Some at
the elementary school
were happy to be moving
on to the next grade.
Kindergartners will
become first graders in a
few short months.
The children were
excited to think about
where they were going to
be in a few short years.
Some students would be
staying in the elementary,
but others weren’t.
Though the excitement
of the 100th day of school
left some ready to move
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Jump — Mrs. Jennifer Buggy’s second grade class celebrates
the 100th day of school by jumping their way to the number
100. After every five numbers, the students would scream out
the digit and leap into the air. Her class is one of many that
celebrated the day with exercise, along with other themerelated activities.
on, it caused some
nervousness among the
fourth graders.Soon, the
fourth grade class will
have to say goodbye to
the familiar elementary
school and next year
move on to D.H.H.

Lengel Middle School.
“It’s scary to think
school is almost over.
Next year, I’ll be in the
middle school and it’s
going to be very different
from here,” fourth grader
Amy Leymeister said.
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PASD Calendar
March

2 — Schuylkill County
Chorus concert at North
Schuylkill High School
2 p.m.
4 — Crimson Aides
meeting 7:30 p.m. First
legal spring sports
practice.
7 — PAHS parent/
teacher conferences
6-8 p.m.
21 — Fifth and 6th
grade choirs perform
a tribute to music in
our schools 7 p.m. at
Lengel.
22-24 — PAHS Drama
Club musical, Beauty
and the Beast. Friday
7:30 p.m. Saturday
2:00 P.M. and 7:30 p.m.
Sunday 3 p.m.

25 — Third marking
period ends.
27 — Report card
distribution for all
schools.
28 — Tentative spring
recess begins. All
schools closed until
April 2.

April

5 — Report card
distribution for all
schools.
8 — Crimson Aides
meeting 7:30 p.m.

May

2 — PAHS spring band
concert 7:30 p.m.
9 — PAHS Associated
Choirs spring concert
7:30 p.m.
11 — Lengel 8th grade
farewell dance 6-10

p.m.
15 — Lengel Beginner
Band/Middle School
Band concert 7 p.m. at
Lengel.
17 — PASD art show
6-9 p.m.
PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary Center:
621-2947
DHH Middle School:
621-2924
PAHS: 621-2962
Academic Center:
621-2900
Wavelengths Staff
• Ms. Bridget Freiler
Adviser
• Kimberly Kroznuski
PAHS senior
• Adalie Zanis
PAHS junior

