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TideLines

MAGIC program sends
valentines to veterans
Miss Samantha
Lecher, sixth and
seventh grade teacher
at D.H.H. Lengel
Middle School,
organized a project
for kids at the Multi
Activities Generating
Individual Capabilities
(MAGIC) program.
Students designed
cards and valentines
to send to wounded
soldiers and veterans
at the Walter Reed
National Military
Medical Center in
Washington, D.C.
“I think it makes
the soldiers feel
appreciated,” fifth
grader Braeden
Mayo-Marler said. “I
hope they get my card
because I told them to
get better soon.”

PAHS girls attend
annual symposium
March 5, 11 juniors
attended the Junior
Achievement Young
Women’s Symposium
held at Lebanon Valley
College.
“It helps the girls
learn about getting
a job, keeping a job,
dressing for success,
budgeting, the
importance of planning
for their futures, and
most importantly,
determination,” Mrs.
Mary Beth Conville,
guidance counselor,
said.
Students met with
mentors and interacted
with other girls from
Schuylkill and Dauphin
counties.
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Computer Fair students win top awards
By: Adalie Zanis
PAHS junior
ebruary 28 was the
day before the 2013
Pennsylvania Middle
School Computer Fair,
and in Mr. Jonathan
Hughes’ computer lab
at D.H.H. Lengel Middle
School, keyboards
clacked and 24 students
chattered.
They were wrapping
up their projects for the
next day. Mr. Hughes
and assistant adviser Mr.
Leslie Payne, technology
education teacher,
roamed the room offering
advice and help.
February 29, students
took a trip to the
Schuylkill Intermediate
Unit to have their projects
judged against other
schools in the county.
Mr. Hughes and some
of his students had been
in the computer lab until
about 9 the previous
night, but most of their
hours were put in long
before then, starting in
January.
“Meetings happen one
to two times a week for
a few weeks, then as the
time gets closer to the fair
there are meetings every
day,” Mr. Hughes said.
“Students also put in a lot
of hours at home. We’ve
had students definitely
put in over 100 hours on
their projects. They’ll give
up any time that they can
just because they enjoy it
so much.”
The six categories at
the computer fair were
logo, graphic design, web
page design, animation,
programming and digital

F

Juniors read
children’s books to
elementary students
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DISPLAY — Winners pose with their Computer Fair awards. FRONT ROW: Abbey Kostyal, Sydney
McCabe, Emily Witmier, Max Babcock, Eli Doyle, Liam DiNicola, Bryce Woollam, Patrick Ryan.
MIDDLE ROW: Carly Hoak, Lauren Hunter, Julia Brinich, Emma Walinsky, Olivia Eagan, Ben Polley,
Charlie Bechtel, Trinity Stank. BACK ROW: Mr. Jonathan Hughes, Jack Gunelson, Josh Haidara, Zak
Dayson, Parker Rose, Tyus Jones, Kolby Matukewicz, Jillian Zerbe, Luke Stoner, Mr. Leslie Payne.
movie. Most students
worked in groups of two
or three.
They used a variety
of Microsoft, Apple and
Adobe programs, as well
as others like Inkscape,
MIT App Inventor and the
DoInk website.
On the day of the
fair, students went to
various workshops
while their projects were
being judged. This year,
participants from Lengel
won first or second place,
and sometimes both, in
every category.
“They all want to be
proud of their work, and
I think that’s where the
success comes from.

Life skills class
fundraise and
prepare for prom
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They have that drive
and they enjoy it. It’s just
part of who they are that
they like it so much,” Mr.
Hughes said.
The state competition
took place May 21 at
Dickinson College for all
those who won first place
at regionals. The Lengel
students who didn’t come
in first also went along to
the state fair to see their
friends compete.
The success for Mr.
Hughes’ kids is not
new, although this is
the Lengel team’s most
impressive year so far.
“This year they have
done as well as they
could have. Every

PAHS students
excel in Bucknell
math competition

7

student came home with
first or second place this
year, and that actually
meant that none of the
other schools were ahead
of our students in any
category. It’s exciting, it’s
amazing, and our past
four years, any category
that we’ve entered a
project in they’ve won
first place,” Mr. Hughes
said.
In the logo, graphic
design, web page design
and animation categories,
Lengel teams took first
and second place. In the
programming and digital
movie categories, the
students came in first
place.

Fifth graders read
Ruby Bridges’
autobiography
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Fifth graders honor former teacher’s memory

By: Ashley Delp
PAHS Senior

T

ree City USA.
Pottsville earned that
award 25 years ago.
To earn the title, the
city must have a Shade
Tree Committee and an
ordinance giving authority
to this committee, and the
mayor must declare Arbor
Day.
Arbor Day was April 26.
Ms. Diane Howe’s fifth
grade class held a tree
planting ceremony. A red
maple tree was dedicated
in memory of Mrs. Wendy
Nabholz, a John S.
Clarke Elementary Center
teacher, who passed
away after an eight-year
battle with cancer.
The tree was planted
on the southwest bank
of Martz Hall. The
young students involved
demonstrated community
service.
“I am glad that we

planted the tree for Mrs.
Nabholz. She was a
really caring person,” fifth
grader Allison Roeder
said.
The red maple will
grow to be roughly 60
feet tall. In the spring and
summer months, it will
produce red flowers. In
the fall, the leaves will
turn red and in the winter
the twigs turn a reddish
hue, earning the tree its
name.
The tree was
planted beforehand on
Wednesday and the
students mulched the
tree after their speeches
on Friday.
The speeches
contained various
anecdotes about Mrs.
Nabholz’s life and
teaching career as well
as data about the tree
planted and how to
care for it. The students
researched the tree type
and included information
for their speeches.

“I enjoyed learning
about how the tree’s
best friend is mulch and
I am glad we picked Mrs.
Nabholz,” fifth grader
Reilly Babcock said.
The students
nominated a person who
they thought deserved
to be honored. Those
nominated had to have
had some connection
to the community. Mrs.
Nabholz was chosen
because many of the
students knew her and
wanted to honor her
memory.
The Douglas N. Howe
Tree Fund purchased
the red maple. Special
thanks was given to Mr.
Joe Orlowsky, of the
Pottsville Shade Tree
Commission, and Mr.
Frank Snyder, of the
Bureau of Forestry. Both
planted the red maple to
honor Mrs. Nabholz.
“It’s always good to
see the kids involved in
Arbor Day programs,”
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HONOR — Ms. Diane Howe’s fifth grade class dedicates
a red maple tree to Mrs. Wendy Nabholz, a former John S.
Clarke teacher. Pottsville has celebrated Arbor Day for 25
years. There are over 20 trees that have been dedicated by
Ms. Howe’s fifth grade classes throughout the years.
Mr. Snyder said. “The
number one reason is
because it helps them
develop a stewardship
ethic for the environment.
What better way is there
to do that than planting a
tree.”
Through her Arbor Day

celebrations, Ms. Howe
has planted over 20
trees. They are dedicated
to educators and local
figures.
The students received
a “Junior Forest
Steward” patch for their
involvement in Arbor Day.

Read Across America celebrated through various grades
By: Ashley Delp
PAHS Senior

I

do not like green eggs
and ham. I do not like
them Sam I am ...” could
be heard through the
halls of John S. Clarke
March 8 in celebration of
Dr. Seuss’ birthday.
Read Across America
was March 2 and was
celebrated the following
week. Students from
Pottsville Area High
School helped the various
grades in the elementary
school celebrate Dr.
Seuss’ birthday.
Mrs. Beverly Dillow’s
first grade class gathered
together with Mr. Jack
Spleen and his fourth
grade class March 4
to celebrate Dr. Seuss’
birthday. The fourth grade
classes had to celebrate
Read Across America a
little differently than the
rest of their classmates
due to the benchmark

tests scheduled for that
Friday, so they met earlier
on in the week to hold
similar festivities.
“[Mr. Spleen’s class]
read ‘The Cat in the
Hat’ to us. They are our
reading buddies,” first
grader Samarra Reedy
said.
Mrs. Tara Hess and
her class in K-6 spent
their time reading “The
500 Hats of Bartholomew
Cubbins” by Dr. Seuss.
They also brought in
different hats for different
careers, like firefighter
and police hats. Mrs.
Hess used the hats
students brought in as
a writing prompt for her
class during Newspaper
In Education (NIE) Week.
The students wrote about
what they would like to be
when they grow up. For a
little fun, they dressed up
as “Things” one through
23 from Dr. Seuss’ “The
Cat in the Hat.”
Juniors from Mrs. Amy

Babcock’s English 11
classes spent time at
the elementary school to
help honor Read Across
America. They wrote
and illustrated their own
children’s stories. The
students worked together
in groups of two or three.
“My book was about a
boy who meets a hippo
and becomes friends
with him and they go to
get ice cream. A snake
steals their ice cream, but
they all become friends in
the end,” junior Melissa
Matina said.
The books contained
themes ranging from
being nice to others to
helping those in need.
The stories could have
any moral as long as the
children could understand
it. The writers also had to
incorporate three parts of
figurative language.
“We came up with
the idea with our own
childhood memories of
being frustrated with
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CREATE — Junior Kevin Sninsky reads his book “Have You
Seen the Wingakeen?” to Mrs. Susan Ebling’s third grade
class. “I really liked writing my story. It had to deal with a boy
going to hunt down a monster called the wingakeen. It was
cool to see how the kids reacted to my story,” Sninsky said.
what our parents told us
to do. I loved reading to
the kids. They always
have the best questions
and imaginations,” junior
Carrollynn Schwent said.
The idea for Read
Across America was
created in May 1997 by

the National Education
Association (NEA).
Their purpose was to
make kids excited about
reading. To help raise
awareness, they set it on
Dr. Seuss’ birthday, and
it was celebrated for the
first time March 2, 1998.
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Families should strive to spend time together
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Dear Members of the Community,
With the close of the 2012-2013
school term approaching, our
attention turns to the end of year
traditions of our seniors’ final musical
performances in band and choir, their
final games on the athletic fields
and the culmination of 13 years of
academic studies.
As we approach these final
Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel
days with both joy and trepidation
about what the future holds, I want to remind parents about the
importance of keeping your children safe during both the prom
and graduation seasons. While we strive to do our best to keep
your children safe while they are under our care and tutelage
during the school year, we especially worry about their safety
during the prom and graduation season.
We want them to enjoy and celebrate their accomplishments,
but to do it safely. According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), “accidents are the leading cause of death for
teenagers, and more than one- third of people under the age of 21
who are killed in alcohol-related crashes died during the months
of April, May and June. Of course, these are the months in which
there are most likely to be prom or graduation events.”
It is our duty as parents to continually inform our children about
the dangers of drinking and driving. May 29, the Tide Task Force
will be sponsoring a mock accident demonstration for seniors

behind the D.H.H. Lengel Middle School. Let’s all do our part to keep
our children safe.
Lastly, I strongly encourage all students to remain active during
the summer months by exercising your minds by reading and your
bodies through physical activities. As parents, you can help your
children fight the urge to sit in front of the Xbox or Wii for hours on
end. Too much time playing those games takes a toll both physically,
in contributing to obesity, and mentally on our growing children. The
American Academy of Pediatrics, “recommends limiting a child’s
use of TV, movies, video and computer games to no more than one or
two hours a day,” while The National Institute on The Media & Family
“further suggests offering no more than an hour of video game time
daily.”
Take the time to explore the outdoors in your neighborhood. Take
your children on an exploration of Schuylkill County with its many
parks, historical sites and various recreation areas. You, and your
children, will benefit tremendously. Have a happy, safe, and fun-filled
summer.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey S. Zwiebel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Fourth grader embraces the election spirit and its rewards
By: Emily Brinich
PAHS Junior

A

s some Pottsville
Area High School
seniors got ready to vote,
so did the elementary
students. John S. Clarke
Elementary Center’s
fourth grade class held a
mock election.
Miss Kate Delenick’s
fourth graders’ curiosity
for the presidential
election had her inspired
for a new project. The
younger students began
to ask questions about
current events, and Miss
Delenick was happy to
answer them. As more
questions about the
election came up, she
wanted to spend more
time on the subject.
“We wanted to cover
current events. The kids
would come in asking
questions about the
elections like, ‘Who’s
Mitt Romney?’ ‘Barack

Obama, isn’t that our
President?’” Miss
Delenick said.
Two weeks before the
election, Miss Delenick
spent time educating
her students and even
had other fourth grade
teachers join.
They had their students
fill out registration forms
and waited until election
day to vote. When the
election came around,
the students showed
identification before they
could vote in a ‘private’
setting.
Fourth grader Kylie
Stoffregen also read
her extra credit project
for English, which was
a campaign speech for
President Obama, to the
other classes.
The extra credit
assignment was to pick
someone famous to
endorse a product or
person. Stoffregen chose
Obama for her project.
“My nan is a very big

Democrat and I always
hear about Obama, so
I picked him because I
know a lot about him,”
Stoffregen said.
Stoffregen was able
to send her project
along with her speech
endorsing Obama to
the White House. Miss
Delenick had heard
stories of students getting
packages from the White
House before and hoped
that Kylie would be lucky
enough to be one of the
students.
“I was hopeful
[that] they would send
something back, but I
didn’t want to excite her
too much,” Miss Delenick
said.
Stoffregen arrived at
school one day with a
smile on her face and
a package addressed
from the White House.
The package was full of
photos, even a signed
one from President
Obama, and other
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QUESTION — Fourth grader Kylie Stoffregen holds a
package sent to her from the White House. For an extra
credit project, fourth graders had to choose someone
famous to endorse a product, and Stoffregen chose
President Barack Obama. She sent him her project and he
responded.
information from the
president. It also included
a picture of Bo, the
Obamas’ dog, with facts
about him written on the
back.
Kylie was happy to
show off her package

to her friends and
classmates in school.
“I was really proud of
[Kylie] for all the work she
put into her project. I’m
glad she got something
back for all her work,”
Miss Delenick said.
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Gabriel Chamber Ensemble educates JSC first graders in music
By: Seanna McCabe
PAHS junior
tudents’ eyes
remained on the
stage as classic music
echoed throughout
the John S. Clarke
Elementary Center
cafeteria.
February 27, the
Gabriel Chamber
Ensemble visited JSC to
introduce the students to
string instruments. The
assembly was held in
the cafeteria and lasted
about 45 minutes.
It introduced first
grade students to the
viola, violin, cello and
double bass in order to
familiarize them with the
major instruments in the
symphony orchestra.
Mr. Simon Maurer
and Mrs. Agnes Maurer
give private lessons in
Orwigsburg but requested
to visit JSC and speak
with a younger group of

S

students.
The ensemble has
an education program
to instruct students on
classical music and visits
other schools in the area.
This is the second year
in a row that the Gabriel
Chamber Ensemble
has held an assembly
at JSC. The elementary
school no longer offers
an instrumental music
program, so the school
opted to expose the
students to music through
other methods.
“I’d like to see it
continue,” Ms. Kristyn
Case, first grade teacher,
said. “I think it’s great to
get the kids interested
in something other than
your regular marching
band and stage band
instruments. It’s nice
exposure.”
The presentation
started with Mr. Maurer
asking the kids if they
could sing. He explained

that the body of an
instrument is very much
like the human body.
Mr. Maurer then played
several pieces on the
violin and his wife, Mrs.
Agnes Maurer, played a
piece on the viola.
To add some fun to the
assembly, Mr. Maurer
played a few additional
pieces and asked the
students to guess what
type of animal it sounded
like.
“[I liked when Mr.
Maurer played] the cello
because it had a low
voice,” Amir Dunn, first
grader, said.
Towards the end, Mr.
and Mrs. Maurer depicted
“The Story of Ferdinand.”
Mrs. Maurer read the
story aloud, pausing
briefly while her husband
illustrated the story
through his violin.
As the presentation
came to an end, students
had the opportunity to ask
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PLAY — Mr. Simon Maurer and Mrs. Agnes Maurer talk with
students about the violin during their visit to John S. Clarke
Elementary Center. They instructed first graders on the
basics of string instruments. “I thought [the students] were
terrific,” Mrs. Maurer said.
		
Mr. and Mrs. Maurer any
questions they had. While
exiting the cafeteria, they
had the chance to view
the instruments up close.
“It’s a wonderful age
for [the students] to
be exposed to string
instruments because this

is pretty much the age
that they’re interested
in playing a string
instrument,” Mrs. Maurer
said. “The [first graders]
were wonderful. They
were really listening.
I thought they were
terrific.”

Life skills students fundraise, learn to dance for senior prom
By: Seanna McCabe
PAHS Junior

E

very little girl wants
to be a princess on
prom night, and this year,
the life skills students will
have the opportunity to
experience this feeling
and all that comes with it.
From start to end, the
prom will be memorable
for all those who attend,
but to the life skills
students, who will be
going as a group for the
first time this year, it
will be something much
bigger.
“I like the idea about
going to the prom,”
sophomore Katharyn
Wanser said.
Students in the life
skills classroom raised
money in order to pay
for the costs associated
with prom by conducting
two fundraisers in the
last few months. Around
Valentine’s Day, the

students sold chocolatecoated pretzels, and
during the Easter
season, they sold club
sandwiches.
All together, they raised
about $800 for prom. The
funds will pay for a rented
Ed’s U-Save van, prom
tickets, pictures, dinner
and flowers. About 12 life
skills students, from all
grades, will be going to
prom this year.
“I’m proud because I’ve
never gone to [a prom]
before,” sophomore
Matthew McCarty said.
Miss Amy Wasilewski,
PAHS speech therapist,
is teaching the students
how to dance for one
period every Friday. She
started lessons April 5
and will continue to teach
them until prom. So
far, she has taught the
pupils the Cupid Shuffle,
Cha Cha Slide and slow
dancing.
“[I am] nervous

because I’m too
shy,” freshman Emily
Pfeiffenberger said. “[I
can’t wait for] ‘Gangnam
Style.’”
Miss Wasilewski will
also be providing the
flowers and jewelry. The
students will wear Miss
Wasilewski’s jewelry
brand, Stella & Dot.
The girls purchased
dresses on their own and
the boys bought their
suits. One of the suits
was paid for with the
money that the students
earned fundraising.
“It will be the happiest
moment in my life,” senior
Flordelis Zorilla said.
The kids will be going
as a group and will
attend promenade. They
will meet beforehand at
the school to get ready,
with their dresses and
suits already on and
their hair done. Makeup
will be done for the girls
at the school and the
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DANCE — Life skills students practice dancing. They took
dance lessons from Miss Amy Wasilewski in the life skills
classroom once a week leading up to prom. The students
raised $800 from two fundraisers to pay for prom costs.
jewelry will be handed
out to those who wish to
wear it.
Students will have their
pictures taken inside
the cafeteria and will
be provided with a ride
home after prom has
ended.

“[The life skills
teachers and I] are so
excited to give these
amazing students the
opportunity to go to the
prom,” Miss Wasilewski
said. “They are very
excited, which makes
us even more excited.”
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Senior starts research in nanoscience during summer program
By: Adalie Zanis
PAHS Junior

T

his summer, senior
Nick Muench will
be studying things he
can’t even see – at least
not without a powerful
microscope.
Before starting his first
semester at Lebanon
Valley College (LVC) in
the fall, Muench will be
delving deeper into his
major, nanoscience, by
participating in Research
First, a summer program.
“I didn’t know specifically
what I’d be researching
when I applied. When I
went there and had an
interview I told them what I
like, and they put me in the
project they think I’d like
best,” Muench said.
Muench learned of
Research First while
visiting LVC. He was
looking at that school
and others such as
Muhlenberg, Lafayette and

Lehigh for their strength in
science.
Muench decided to
attend LVC not only
because of Research First,
but also because of the
research opportunities
offered at other times of
the year. At LVC, he will
have opportunities to get
published.
After he was accepted
to LVC, he applied for the
program, which, according
to the LVC Chemistry
department’s website,
requires that students be
in the top 20% of their
class, have a strong
background in math and
science, score over 1200
combined on the math
and verbal parts of the
SAT and have an interest
in research. He found out
about his acceptance in
early March.
“I was really excited to
be able to do research
most students would
do during the year,

sometimes freshman year,
usually after,” Muench
said. “But now that I can
do it over the summer, it’s
pretty exciting.”
Muench chose
nanoscience as his major
because of his inclination
toward chemistry, physics
and quantum science.
His interest in science,
however, started with
freshman biology.
“[Mrs. Diana Beausang]
really got me interested
in science. It wasn’t
necessarily biology. It was
the way she taught it,”
Muench said. “She really
showed how interesting it
could really be instead of
just boring memorization.”
Nanoscience means
working at the atomic and
molecular level, according
to the National Science
Foundation.
“I was always interested
in chemistry and physics.
Nanoscience is a lot of
intermingling between the
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DISCOVER — Senior Nick Muench has been accepted to the
Research First Program at Lebanon Valley College, where he
will be attending school in the fall. The program runs June 17
to July 15. Muench’s research will be in his major, nanoscience.
“I was hoping to discover something new,” Muench said.
two,” Muench said.
In the lab, Muench
will be working with
professors, other selected
students and top-of-theline technology used to
see atoms and molecules
at the nanoscopic level.
“Because the atoms

are too small to be seen
directly by the human eye,
Muench will see his first
atom up-close through a
photograph.
“It’s pretty amazing
being able to see the
basic building block of
everything,” Muench said.

Teacher creates project for students to test scientific method
By: Tyler Pangonis
PAHS Senior

S

tudents often find
their classes boring.
They have a hard
time sitting still in the
classroom, answering
questions from the
whiteboard or writing
multiple page essays.
Teachers are often
trying to find more
interesting ways to teach
their lessons, creating
new assignments
that these classmates
will better enjoy. Mrs.
Rachael Kubick, PAHS
science teacher, has
found one that works.
For the third year in a
row, Mrs. Kubick helped
her students create
and conduct their own
experiments using the
scientific method. This is
a project to better teach

them the lesson, rather
than just reading from
a textbook and taking
tests. The students were
able to choose what
to do based on their
interests and design an
experiment around that.
“It’s just nice because
it’s a real-life application
of the scientific method.
They get to pick
something that they want
to know about, and it
helps them better learn,”
Mrs. Kubick said.
This project was
assigned to 20 pupils
in the advanced level
Concepts in Science
course. They had to
work on their particular
project both in the
classroom and at home
over the month of
March. The classmates
worked individually or
in pairs. Together, they

picked topics they could
not only research, but
also build their own
experiment following all
the steps on the scientific
method.
Freshman Ashley
Smith, working alone,
studied how different
teenagers used certain
mechanisms to deal with
stress. She conducted
a survey of 40 students
in the freshman class
with a list of several
choices, including
drinking, smoking, taking
a walk, talking about
the problem, isolation,
self-harm or listening to
music. Listening to music
got the most answers,
followed by a tie between
talking about the problem
and isolation.
“I learned about
other ways teens use to
release stress, and the

Photo by Corey Schuster

STUDY — Freshman Ashley Smith counts votes from a survey
she took of her class. Smith studied how teenagers used
different mechanisms to deal with the stress of high school
for her project in Mrs. Rachael Kubick’s class. She learned that
most students listen to music to calm themselves down. There
was also a tie between talking and staying isolated.
research and experiment
was actually a lot of fun,”
Smith said.
Mrs. Kubick plans on
continuing this project in
the coming years, as it
has been a success thus

far. It helps the students
get better involved and
have fun with the class.
“It shows us how
science is [relevant]
in everyday life,” Mrs.
Kubick said.
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Sterner’s math competitors succeed at Bucknell
By: Adalie Zanis
PAHS Junior

F

or the second
time this year, Mr.
David Sterner’s top
math students made
an impression when
competing against other
Pennsylvania high
schools.
At the 40th Professor
John Steiner Gold
Mathematical
Competition held March
12 at Bucknell University,
senior Dominick DiRenzo
placed fourth out of 174
participants, and senior
Codi Wood earned an
honorable mention by
placing 11th. The team
as a whole ranked fourth
out of 29 participating
schools.
“We’ve never done that
well, but we always do
at least fairly well, and
we never do anything
to practice for these
tests. A fair amount of

these schools have math
clubs, and they’ll get
together and meet once
or twice a week and
solve interesting math
problems,” Mr. Sterner
said. “We don’t do any of
that. I just pick students
that we have. We have
awesome kids.”
The team consisted of
seniors Jacob Tarconish,
Kevin Wang, DiRenzo
and Wood, juniors
Thomas Campion
and Ben Serano and
sophomore Meghan
Cleary.
“I did Math Counts in
middle school, but this
[was] my first high school
competition. There were
a lot more people there
and the problems were a
lot more difficult,” Cleary
said.
All seven participants
competed, but as per
competition rules, only
the scores of three were
combined to make the

team score. This year’s
core team consisted
of Wood, Wang and
DiRenzo. Each student
was also scored
individually.
“We have a
powerhouse team. We’re
pretty well-versed in
every kind of math. It
was a pretty difficult test,
and I’m surprised that we
did as well as we did,”
Serano said.
All students except
Cleary attended the
Bloomsburg math
competition November
13. The Bucknell event
was different because
it was in a test format,
whereas Bloomsburg had
also included a quiz bowl
and card game.
“You have to rely on
yourself; you only have
yourself. With a team, if
you have a weak area,
the team fills in the gap,
so you can become
strong everywhere, but
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THINK — Math students placed fourth out of 29 schools at the
Bucknell math competition. FRONT ROW: senior Codi Wood,
sophomore Meghan Cleary, senior Kevin Wang. BACK ROW:
seniors Dominick DiRenzo and Jacob Tarconish. NOT PICTURED:
Mr. Dave Sterner and juniors Thomas Campion and Ben Serano.
by yourself it’s much,
much more difficult,”
Serano said.
Mr. Sterner will not be
taking students to any
more math competitions
this year but plans to go
back to Bloomsburg and
Bucknell next year.

“I like doing [math
competitions] in high
school. I’m going to miss
them,” DiRenzo said. “I
plan on majoring in math
and computer science,
so working on difficult
problems is going to be a
part of my career.”

Representative Cartwright visits PAHS seniors
By: Kimberly Kroznuski
PAHS Senior

A

pril 8, Pottsville
Area High School
received a visit from
Representative Matt
Cartwright. He met with
all senior government
and AP government
students for a question
and answer session.
“In class we talk
about government and
the issues facing our
country,” Mr. Howard
Merrick, government
and economics teacher,
said. “This [was] an
opportunity for students
to find out where their
representatives stand on
the issues and why they
feel the way they do.”
Rep. Cartwright
began by giving a brief
introduction of himself
and advising the seniors
to work hard.
“Don’t take it easy on
yourselves. Everything I

ever got, I worked hard
for, and for everything I
worked hard for, it paid,”
Cartwright said. “If it
didn’t pay right away, it
paid in the long run, and I
learned lessons from my
failures.”
He continued
his presentation by
answering questions
brought up by the
students, including how
he plans to represent
Schuylkill County,
whether he thinks gas
prices will rise or fall and
how he feels about samesex marriage.
On the issue of gay
marriage, Rep. Cartwright
answered, “It’s time
we stop discriminating
against gay people.
I think it’s also about
generations and how they
change. I think 10 years
from now, people will be
asking, ‘Why did they
even get upset about
that?’ ”

Matt Cartwright is
a first-year Democrat
in the U.S. House
of Representatives,
representing
Pennsylvania’s 17th
district. A graduate
of Hamilton College
and University of
Pennsylvania Law
School, Cartwright
worked as an attorney
for Munley, Munley, and
Cartwright before running
against Tim Holden in the
2012 election.
The government
teachers have invited
Representative Tim
Holden to PAHS in years
past, but this was Rep.
Cartwright’s first year
speaking with Pottsville
students.
“I think he did a good
job of answering our
questions and he made
sure we knew what his
views were on each
topic,” senior Cassandra
Eagan said. “He was very

Photo by Brittany Sullivan

REPLY — Representative Matt Cartwright answers students’
questions during an assembly in the Robert Wachter
Auditorium April 8. “If you believe that you can’t do things,
you are lost,” Cartwright said to the seniors. “You’ve got to
believe in yourselves if you’re going to achieve what you’re
capable of achieving.”
direct and gave us his
honest opinion.”
The government
teachers plan on having
Rep. Cartwright to the
school again next year.
“It’s important for our
students, who are future

voters, to know who
their representatives
are and that they can
be held accountable.
They are not just some
person in Washington or
Harrisburg,” Mr. Merrick
said.
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Fifth graders read about segregation in schools
By: Seanna McCabe
PAHS Junior
he feared for her
safety. Ruby Bridges
was escorted to and
from school, not only
by her mother, but by
U.S. Marshals as well,
to protect her from angry
rioters.
Bridges talks about
her experience as a
young girl in a story
of her childhood in
New Orleans, where
segregation rose above
everything else.
This year, D.H.H.
Lengel fifth graders’
reading curriculum
has introduced more
nonfiction material,
adding Bridges’
autobiography, “Through
My Eyes,” to the reading
list.
“I really enjoyed [the
book]. I thought it was
very revealing about the
civil rights struggle in

S

the 1960s and the fact
that it portrayed a little
girl who was the little girl
who started integration
in New Orleans,” Mrs.
Marilouise Hoppe, fifth
grade language arts
teacher, said.
The story is about
a six-year-old girl who
was assimilated into
an all-white school in
1960 in New Orleans,
La. Bridges tells the
story in her own words,
expressing how she
felt and how she was
treated as the first
African American girl
to enter William Frantz
Public School.
“I was a little shocked
because I knew a little
bit about integration, but
I didn’t think it was that
bad in the South,” fifth
grader Jude Brennan
said.
Students began
reading Bridges’ story in
February and continued

into March. Mrs. Hoppe
decided to have the
students read the
autobiography because
the school was moving
into common core
standards, which require
that more nonfiction
reading material be
added to the curriculum.
In addition, it was also
Black History Month,
so the story fit into
February’s theme.
In the book, a new law
was passed that forced
schools to integrate.
Schools fought back by
giving black students
tests that were hard in
order to keep them out of
white schools.
Ruby and three other
girls passed the test and
were moved to white
schools, but Ruby was
the only black girl who
transferred to William
Frantz.
One of Ruby’s
teachers, Mrs. Barbara

Henry, taught her for
one year, and at that
time, Ruby was her only
student. Mrs. Henry was
reunited with Ruby years
later through Ruby’s
publisher.
Since the book has
been released, Bridges
has been a guest on
Oprah and a movie has
been made based on the
book.
The fifth graders
watched the movie, “The
Story of Ruby Bridges,”
after finishing the book. In
addition, students wrote
letters to Bridges asking
questions and telling
her how much they were
inspired by her.
“The movie was
alright, but I thought the
book was much better,”
fifth grader Giovanni
Tassone said. “The movie
was a realistic [portrayal]
of the book.”
Ms. Barbara McGinley,
who teaches English at

7

D.H.H. Lengel, had her
fifth grade classes write
the letters in class.
There was an address
at the end of the book,
and Mrs. Hoppe talked
to Ms. McGinley about
her idea for students to
write to her to improve
their writing skills. The
classes hoped to get a
response to their letters
from Bridges, but she
hasn’t contacted them
so far.
“[‘Through My Eyes’]
was the most inspiring
book I ever read in my
life,” fifth grader Tiana
Green wrote in her letter
to Bridges. “Thanks for
inspiring me with your
book. I hope it inspires
everyone else like it did
for me and my class.”
Ruby is alive
today and speaks at
conventions and schools,
sharing her experiences
and thoughts on
segregation with others.

D.H.H. Lengel scholars race cardboard boats in pool
By: Sierra Joy
PAHS Junior

S

hrieks came from the
water as boats sank
one by one. At the end
of the trial, the soggy
wreckage floated on the
surface, and the former
boatmen surveyed the
carnage.
Eighth grade students
at D.H.H. Lengel Middle
School suited up to try
out their cardboard boats
in the pool February 21.
Students constructed
the boats for a science
project on density.
During various periods
throughout the day, they
put their creations to the
test in the Ned Hampford
Natatorium.
Creativity played a
large part in this project
since students had to
abide by restrictions for
building the boats. Some
of those restrictions
included a limited amount

of cardboard and specific
areas to place tape.
“We were only allowed
to use cardboard and
clear tape. We could
only use tape around the
edges and seams,” Nick
Ondeck said.
The goal was for each
team of two to build a
boat that could carry
them from one end of the
pool to the other.
Most boats did not
last very long in the
water, while some racers
paddled all the way to the
other end of the 25-meter
pool.
If a team’s boat
foundered, the duo had to
swim with it to the other
end of the pool while help
stood by, if needed.
Students and teachers
had the chance to
participate in this event.
Peyton Connors and
Kyra Schenk enjoyed
building their boat and
also liked how the other

grades were able to
watch them race.
“I liked making the
boat because it was
a good way to learn
science and be creative,”
Connors said.
Many teachers were
involved with the race.
Some were timing
the competitors while
others would race with
the students. Some
teachers videotaped and
supervised the races.
Even Mr. Michael
Maley, D.H.H. Lengel
principal, and Ms.
Kelly Brennan,
special education
director, participated in
constructing and racing
their own cardboard boat.
However, when Mr.
Maley and Ms. Brennan
raced their own boat it
did not make it through
the trial The boat sank
within the first few
minutes..
“If I wouldn’t have

Photo by Lily Keitsock

SWIM — Mr. Michael Maley, Lengel assistant principal, and
Ms. Kelly Brennan, director of special education at Lengel,
participate in the cardboard boat race. Their boat was made
of only cardboard and clear tape on the edges and seams
of their boats. Teachers participated by racing boats, timing
the racers or videotaping.
stepped directly into the
boat, it wouldn’t have
sunk like the Titanic,” Mr.
Maley said.
Lengel students
have performed these
experiments in past
years and plan on

continuing them again in
the future.
“I really enjoyed the
entire day, not to be too
general about it. I really
liked to see the kids’
excitement,” Mr. Maley
said.
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PASD Calendar
May
22 — Seniors’ Last
Day (Graduation and
Baccalaureate practices
will follow)
23 — PAHS Stage
Band/Schuylkill County
Big Band Concert
7:30 p.m.
26 — PAHS Class Day
1 p.m.
26 — Baccalaureate
7:30 p.m.
27 — Memorial Day, all
schools closed
28 — JSC Kindergarten
Show
30 — JSC Fun Day
31 — Last day of school

31 — Commencement
8 p.m.
31 — Report cards
distributed at JSC;
middle school and high
school report cards will
be mailed
June
1 — SAT at Pottsville,
early testing 7:30 a.m.,
regular testing 7:45 a.m.
1 — Fall Sports
Physicals at D.H.H.
Lengel Cafeteria 9 a.m.
3-7 — Lady Tide
Basketball Camp
9 -12 p.m. for grades
3-9

8 — ACT test
PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary Center:
621-2947
DHH Middle School:
621-2924
PAHS: 621-2962
Academic Center:
621-2900
Wavelengths Staff
• Ms. Bridget Freiler
Adviser
• Kimberly Kroznuski
PAHS senior
• Adalie Zanis
PAHS junior

