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TideLines Civics Week sheds light on Bill of Rights
By: Samantha Wertz 

PAHS Junior

2 Middle school enrichment 
commemorates
200 years 4 Elementary 

pupils receive ‘All 
Star’ treatment 6 Three PAHS grads 

now enrolled at 
Harvard 8 Fifth grade 

students honor  
Arbor Day

YOUR RIGHTS — Speaking about First Amendment rights, Attorney 
Fred Fanelli interests students by involving them in real situations. 
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BILL OF RIGHTS — Enlightening sixth grade students on the Bill 
of Rights, Mr. Charles Wagner speaks to a class.
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The Bill of Rights he Bill of Rights 
— the most funda-

mental basis of values on 
which the United States 
is founded. Regardless, 
it was barely introduced 
to students before they 
reached the high school.
 Mr. James Toomey re-
alized the lack of material 
in his history curriculum 
was starkly contrasted to 
the annual achievement 
test’s emphasis on U.S. 
government.
 “I started looking at 
the achievement tests 
and I realized that there 
were so many questions 
asked about the U.S. 
government and civics, 
but only a couple based 
on the ancient history we 
spent most of the year 
on,” Mr. Toomey said.
 Committed to resolv-
ing this situation Mr. 

Toomey incorporated 
a week dedicated to gov-
ernment studies into his 
ancient history class. 
 “We decided to put it 
in after we learned about 
the Greeks who started 
the idea of the demo-
cratic republic and just 
before the Romans who 
had the fi rst true democ-
racy,” Mr. Toomey said.
 After further consid-
eration, special guest 
speakers were also 
invited to enhance the 
week’s activities.
 Last year, the fi rst year 
of the civics initiative, 
U.S. Congressman Tim 
Holden, state Repre-
sentative Bob Allen and 
city councilman Larry 
Lonergan spoke. This 
year, the speakers were 
Attorney Fred Fanelli and 
retired PAHS principal 
Mr. Charles Wagner.  
 While the theme of civ-
ics extended through the 

entire month, the week’s 
focus was on the rights 
of the people outlined in 
the Bill of Rights.
 “They told us about 
the rights that we are 
given by the govern-
ment, but it wasn’t 
textbook learning. They 
made us part of the his-
tory,” Jack Fanelli said.
 To keep the seventh 
graders involved, Mr. 
Fanelli employed the use 
of role-playing.
 “He had a couple kids 
act out a situation and 
then asked us what we 
would have done,” Matt 
Shields said.
 One particular scene 
that interested the 
students was a skit 
regarding the treatment 
of Iraqi prisoners of war 
at Guantanamo Bay in 
Cuba.
 “We learned how they 
are taking high profi le 
POWs to Cuba and Asia 

and they are just left 
there to rot,” Fanelli said.
 Mr. Fanelli taught them 
the logistics behind the 
treatment of POWs and 
then asked them how 
they would react to such 
a situation.
 “They can really use it 
against you in a bad way 
if you don’t know your 
rights,” Shields said.
 The students were able 
to grasp some appre-
ciation for the situation in 
Cuba after Mr. Fanelli’s 
time in class.
 “It helps you learn 
in an easier way when 
you’re actually in the 
situation,” Shields said.
 This real world instruc-
tion struck a chord with 
Mr. Toomey as well as he 
plans to continue Civics 
Week in the future.
 “I would like to spend 
more time on relevant 
material,” Mr. Toomey 
said.

VFW essay winners honored
At a dinner April 29 celebrat-
ing Loyalty Day, two students 
were honored for their entries 
in essay contests sponsored 
by the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. Matthew Witkin, eighth 
grade, earned second place in 
the state in the Patriot’s Pen 
contest after winning fi rst in 
his school and district. Junior 
Samantha Wertz also won 
fi rst place in her school and 
continued on to win third in the 
district in the Voice of Democ-
racy contest.

Journalists earn national 
titles at JEA Convention
At the Journalism Education 
Association Convention in San 
Francisco, CA in April three PAHS 
students received honors. Soph-
omore Katie Zwiebel won fi rst 
place in computer infographic 
design; junior Alyssa Murphy 
earned an honorable mention in 
yearbook copy caption writing 
and editing; and junior Megan 
Miller also received an honorable 
mention in sports writing.
 The 2005 Hi-S-Potts Yearbook 
earned fourth place in the Best 
of Show competition. 

Karen’s Heroes program 
raises money for charities
After presentations by several 
local charitable organizations 
the third grade students at 
the John S. Clarke Elementary 
Center voted on the distribu-
tion of $1500 from the Karen 
Chattin Ney Education Fund. 
Each vote was worth $7.50 for 
the charity.
 Receiving donations were 
the Pottsville Bicentennial, 
Soup Kitchen, American Cancer 
Society, Schuylkill County 
Literacy Council, Schuylkill 
Conservancy and the Pottsville 
Lasting Legacy Foundation.
 The program honors Karen 
Chattin Ney, a JSC third grade 
teacher who died of cancer in 
December 1998.  To date ap-
proximately $10,500 has been 
given to local charities through 
the program.
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Postcards honor 200 years
By: Samantha Wertz

PAHS Junior

HISTORICAL VIEW — With a captivated audience, Mr. Mark Major shares his 
knowledge of the historic downtown with middle school enrichment students. 
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English teacher takes a creative approach to literature
By: Alexandra Raring 

PAHS Sophomore

Deltiology, the col-
lection and study of 

postcards, is not some-
thing well known to most 
preteens. 
 However, this was 
changed when an artist 
in residence, Mrs. Kris 

Miller-Siple, enlightened 
the middle school enrich-
ment students on this 
rare art.
 First, the enrichment 
and exceptional art 
students went to the 
Schuylkill County Court-
house where they were 
greeted by Mayor John 
Reilly who commended 
them on their interest in 
the city’s history. 
 Then the students 
were treated to an ab-
breviated version of the 
Schuylkill County Visi-
tors’ Bureau’s tour of the 
city by Mr. Mark Major.
 “He always joked 
around with us and 
showed us a lot of the 
neat sites, a lot of the 
places I didn’t even 
know about,” Dennis 
Levan said.
 The classmates were 
encouraged to take 
pictures of the sites that 
impressed them archi-
tecturally or culturally 
so that they could have 
a photo in front of them 
when it eventually was 
time to make the post-
cards. 
 They were also asked 
to take particular notice 

to some of the 
lesser known 
aspects of 
Pottsville 
buildings.
 “It was 
like ‘Where’s 
Waldo’ looking 
for all of the 
corner stones 
and dates of 
construction. 
We learned a 
lot of history 
that most of 
us didn’t 
know,” Mrs. 
Joanne Doyle, 
Lengel art 
teacher, said.
 Everyone 
chose his own unique 
focus through the course 
of the project.
 They concentrated 
mainly on the histori-
cal value of Pottsville by 
highlighting the land-
marks as the main parts 
of their postcards.
 “I’m including the 
courthouse’s clock tower 
because I think it repre-
sents Pottsville,” Hannah 
Spece said.
 After the sites were 
chosen, they began 
rough sketches of the 

TAKE A SHOT — Searching 
for just the right angle for her 
picture, Kimberly Barone peers 
through her camera at one of 
many stops during a tour of 
Pottsville.
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buildings.
 The next step was to 
design them using tech-
niques they had learned 
from Mrs. Miller-Siple.
 “The artist in residence 
showed us different ways 
to design the cards. She 
showed us how to place 
things like the location 
and date using differ-
ent styles of postcards,” 
Davis said.
 Once a design was 
chosen, the student 
began work on the fi nal 
product, which was 

printed and published by 
a professional company.
 “The goal is to sell 
the postcards to help 
promote the bicentennial 
celebration,” Mrs. Doyle 
said.
 By the end of the six 
week process of pho-
tographing, sketching, 
designing and publishing, 
not only did the students 
learn a new vocabulary 
word, deltiology, but also 
a great deal about the 
historical value of their 
hometown.

Whether you’re anxiously waiting for 
your Romeo to come, or serenad-

ing that “perfect girl” on a balcony, 
William Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” has made an impact on 
its readers everywhere.
 For six English 9 classes, reading the tragedy of “Romeo and 
Juliet” wasn’t just an assignment; it was also a hands-on learning 
experience. 
 In addition to reading the play, Mrs. Leslie Kraft’s students also 
enjoyed learning the material with more creative approaches.
 “We do several other learning activities ... we begin with a choral 
reading of the Prologue to Act 1.  The students read aloud and use 
clapping and stomping to learn the beat of the lines.  Eventually, 
this helps them to mark the stressed and unstressed syllables when 
learning iambic pentameter,” Mrs. Kraft said.
 The teens also had the opportunity to become directors.
 “Another important activity the students complete is the creation 
of ‘prompt books.’ Students are given a script and mark in 
directions (body language, tone of voice, placement, etc.) for the 
actors. They are also required to complete a drawing of the set to 

accompany the prompt book,” Mrs. Kraft said.
 “Each student is assigned a part — some are actors, some are 
directors, and some are in charge of costume and set.  We practice 
the scene in class several times, reading and discussing it fi rst, then 
moving on to acting.  After practicing, the students put on a (graded) 
performance of the scene,” Mrs. Kraft said.
 These six classes also had the opportunity to venture out of Room 
216 and enjoy a variety of surroundings.
 “For each graded performance, I try to fi nd a space outside the 
classroom that resembles the setting of the scene.  Sometimes 
we go outside near the tennis courts and other times we use the 
stage.  This allows students to visualize the scene, gives them more 
space to act, and also allows them to scream (or cry, laugh, etc. 
—  whatever the scene demands) without disturbing other classes,” 
Mrs. Kraft said.
 After teaching the play for three years, Mrs. Kraft’s favorite part is 
watching the original fi nal performances that the students produce.
 According to participants, just by reading one play, these 
freshmen have improved their speaking skills, become more 
confi dent and learned one of the world’s most loved plays.
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Dear Members of the Community,

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Help your child develop a love of reading this summer

Teen designers submit top entries at Computer Fair

COMPETITION  — The PAHS Computer Fair team winners at the Regional Computer Fair held at 
the Schuylkill Intermediate Unit 29 included: Tom Guastavino, Michael Reier, John Jones, Eric 
Rajchel, Genarro Mucci and Michael Paulshock. Not pictured is team member Katie Zwiebel. “The 
Computer Fair was a great way to compare our school’s computer skills to the other schools in 
Schuylkill County. It should be interesting to see what the other schools in the state have done 
this year,” Paulshock said. 

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN ZWIEBEL

The PAHS Computer 
Fair team won three 

fi rst place awards at 
the Regional Computer 
Fair held March 8 at the 
Schuylkill County IU in 
Marlin.
 The team earned 
fi rst place honors in 
the categories of logo 
design, graphic design 
and text-based desktop 
publishing. 
 “Much of the focus in 
the Computer Fair com-
petitions goes to winning 
your category, but it 
takes a lot of prepara-
tion to get to that point. 
Once you know what you 
are competing in, you go 
through a long process 

of trial and error in bring-
ing the theme, concept 
and visuals to work 
together and to enhance 
the overall appeal of the 
project,” senior Mike 
Reier said.
 Team members in-
cluded: Reier, juniors Tom 
Guastavino, Gennaro 
Mucci, Eric Rajchel, Mike 
Paulshock and John 
Jones, and sophomore 
Katie Zwiebel.
 “The Computer Fair is 
great way to demonstrate 
our computer skills and 
to view other student’s 
skills,” Rajchel said.
 The team competed at 
the Pennsylvania State 
Computer Fair May 23. 

     

At this time of the year, the parents of our stu-

dent body are very involved in their children’s 

end-of-the-year activities.  From our kindergar-

ten show at John S. Clarke Elementary School 

to baccalaureate and commencement evenings 

at our high school, our parents loyally support 

their children in their many endeavors.  At these 

events, parents frequently tell me how pleased 

they have been with their child’s performance 

during the previous year, but they wonder what 

they could be doing at home during the next 

three months to keep their children academically 

challenged.  

 My answer is always the same – introduce 

them to the library.  If parents can instill in their 

children a love of reading at a very young age, 

they open the doors to many wonderful opportu-

nities.  Our avid readers are not only the students 

who attain an enviable grade point average but 

are also the students who perform the best on 

standardized tests, including the SATs.

 Parents sometimes confess to me that they do 

not know how to motivate their children to read.  

Every child is interested in something – baseball, 

bowling, girl scouts, drawing.  Whatever your 

child’s interest, there are books on your child’s 

reading level pertaining to that subject.  It may 

take a little while to locate the book, but our local 

librarians will be more than helpful to fi nd some-

thing that your child will read. 

 Set a goal for your child this summer and help 

him/her reach it.  Take your child to the library 

and give him/her a gift that will last a lifetime, the 

pleasure of reading.

 With my best wishes for a relaxing, enjoyable 

and book-loving summer, I remain,
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 ‘All Star’ treatment
By: Alyssa Murphy

PAHS Junior

EDUCATE – Talking to the “After School All Stars,” Mrs. Karen Mc-
Closkey explains the dangers of smoking.

PHOTOS BY NINA PATTON

LOVE — The “After School All Stars” made valentines for their 
parents. Displaying her creativity, Brittany Meyer designs a card.

PHOTO BY BRITTANY BRENNER

”

“ Every “ Every “ 
session 

enlightened 
me in some 

way. I was so 
impressed 

with the 
people who 
came in and 

how the 
students 

responded.

Mrs. Donna Albert
JSC FACULTY

All good things must 
come to an end 

eventually.
 Every Wednesday and 
Thursday, 40 After-School 
All Star students gathered 
to hear various speakers 
from 3:15 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
for 20 weeks throughout 
the year. Yet the program 
fi nished with a fl ourish 
at a makeup meeting, 
March 23. 
 “Everybody I asked 
to come came to both 
10-week sessions. Before 
I knew it, my sessions 
were full and I planned 
things out with activities to 
complement the themes,” 
Mrs. Donna Albert, the 
JSC facilitator, said.
 Initiated by Schuylkill 
County Child Develop-
ment, the John S. Clarke 
Elementary School 
program is the only one 
funded by Child Develop-
ment and run by Mrs. Al-
bert, along with assistant 
Mrs. Andrea Zalonka. 
 “Since I had no cur-
riculum, I followed special 
events on the calendar 
to plan my learning. I 
wanted the children to 
have fun and learn at the 
same time. Every session 
enlightened me in some 
way. I was so impressed 
with the people who 
came in and how the 

students responded,” 
Mrs. Albert said. 
 The program opened 
with Offi cer Steve 
Durkin for School Bus 
Safety, explaining the 
rules to the students. 
Mrs. Doris Kauffman 
took the participants 
on a school bus, then 
talked about proper be-
havior when on a bus. 
 National Sandwich 
Day was celebrated as 
Mrs. Lisa Eckley taught 
the students about 
making a healthy 
sandwich. Rodale 
Press representative 
Mr. Tom Ney created 
a six foot long healthy 
hoagie. Both days, 
students received an 
opportunity to eat a 
nutritious meal. 
 “[During American 
Education Week] , 
Dr. [James] Gallagher 
came to read the book 
‘I Like School’ to the 
children. He really 
knew the book, and 
he enjoyed stopping 
to talk to the students 
while he was reading,” 
Mrs. Albert said. 
 The following 
day, Senator James 
Rhoades shared his 
background and read 
a book out loud. Each 
student had a question 
to ask.
 Magician Scott Sul-
livan performed magic 

tricks for his audience. 
Kindergartner Bryce 
Bossler was convinced 
Sullivan was folding a 
yellow banana and not 
a yellow bandana as the 
playing tape repeated. 
 For a holiday treat, 
Mrs. Karen Alban 
sang Christmas carols 
to students. Santa 
Claus stopped in for a 
visit both days so all the 
students could sit on 
Santa’s lap for pictures.
 To be taught by high 
school faculty member 
Mr. Tom Guzick in Janu-
ary, students climbed 
the numerous stairs to 
the planetarium. The 
following month, a fi eld 
trip was planned to the 
IU 29 building to see the 
Creature Feature Pre-
sentation with Mr. Scott 
Reichert. Students were 
able to hold the snakes 
and even take home a 
shredded snake skin. 
 In recognition of Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday, the 
Middle School Tide 
Tones, with adviser Mrs. 
Cathy Zimmerman, sang, 
jolting the students out of 
their seats to dance. The 
middle school students 
helped the elementary 
students create a Dr. Se-
uss tie, a bookmark and 
an activity booklet.
 Many found the All-

Star program to be more 
benefi cial than just for 
learning new concepts.
 “I got to know students 
in the lower grades before 
they got to fourth grade. 
I get hellos when I meet 
students in the hallway or 
cafeteria,” Mrs. Albert said. 
 However, not everyone 
found the program enlight-
ening in the beginning. 
At fi rst, parents thought 
the program was only for 
helping with homework. 
One parent even removed 
his child from All-Stars 
because he believed it to 
be about sports. 
 By the end of the pro-
gram, ideas were changed 
to positive ones. Parents 
could not think of a way to 
improve it. Many even said 
they would put their child in 
it again if given the chance. 
 As a last hurrah, All Stars 
from around the county met 
at the Roller Roost May 4 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Children played laser tag 
and roller-skated around the 
rink. Pizza and soda were 
available to all those who 
responded to the invitations. 
 “I wouldn’t change 
anything [about the After-
School All Star program], 
but at least I know how 
to do things when the 
program starts up again 
in September 2006,” Mrs. 
Albert said. 
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Language studies build ‘Bridges to Communication’ 
By: Samantha Wertz

PAHS Junior

”

“ Foreign “ Foreign “ 
Language 
week was 

represented 
with the 
greatest 

respect for 
different 

languages 
and their 

cultures ...

Heather Jenkins
PAHS JUNIOR

Guten tag! Bon jour! 
Hola!” No, this was 

not a Disney ride, it was 
a sampling of what was 
heard in the hallways 
of the middle and high 
schools during National 
Foreign Language Week.
  The week of March 
6-10 students at Lengel 
and PAHS were exposed 
to different cultures, food 
and languages in a an 
effort to create “Bridges 
to Communications,” 
the theme of this year’s 
festivities.
 “Foreign Language 
Week was represented 
with the greatest respect 
for different languages 
and their cultures and I 
was very proud to be a 
part of it, “ junior Heather 
Jenkins said.
 The middle school 
kicked off the week 
with two assemblies to 
accommodate the fi fth 
through eighth grade 
students. These assem-
blies featured music of 
the fi ve countries that 
were focused on during 
the week.
 “I like the program we 
had, especially learning 
all the different songs 
the show choir sang,” 
Brittany Schuller, eighth 
grade, said.
 While all students were 
taught about various 
cultures, enrichment stu-
dents were able to expe-
rience both sides. They 
researched information 
about Belgium includ-
ing its history, cuisine, 
language, geography 
and native art so that 
they could teach the fi fth 
graders.
 “The best part of the 
week was teaching the 
fi fth graders when they 
showed they were excited 
about what they were 

learning,” Hannah Spece, 
eighth grade, said.
 The high school 
celebrated the week in 
slightly different ways.
 Each day began with 
a representative from a 
language club reciting 
the pledge of alle-
giance fi rst in a foreign 
language, followed by 
English. It was at this 
time that the top student 
in each level of the lan-
guage was announced.
 The students with the 
highest averages were 
later honored at an as-
sembly along with the 
language honor society 
inductees. The honor 
societies later met the 
following Sunday for a 
formal induction and 
banquet. 
 In order for a student 
to earn a place in the 
honor society, he was 
required to meet a list 
of criteria including 
membership and com-
mitment to a language 
club, consistent above 
average grades for at 
least a year and initiative 
to achieve excellence in 
other subjects by main-
taining an overall GPA of 
at least 3.0.
 “It is an 
honor to be 
inducted into 
the Span-
ish Honor 
Society. It’s 
really nice to 
be recog-
nized for 
doing well 
in a foreign 
language 
as well as 
all my other 
subjects,” 
junior Katie 
Cerullo said.
 Language 
club 
members 
engaged 
in several 

activities to celebrate the 
week.
 Spanish and German 
Club members met the 
week before to decorate 
T-shirts that were worn to 
show their pride in their 
foreign languages. 
 “I like how the mem-
bers got to dress in the 
colors of their languages. 
It shows that the stu-
dents have pride in what 
they’re learning,” fresh-
man Natasha Woiski said.
 French Club members 
met after school one day 
during the week to make 
food for the interna-
tional buffet served to the 
teachers and high school 
faculty.
 “My favorite part of 
National Foreign Lan-
guage Week was making 
desserts for the teacher 
luncheon,” sophomore 
Todd Austerberry said.
 Club members were 
also encouraged to sub-
mit an entry into a poster 
contest that incorporated 
the week’s theme. These 
posters were evaluated 
by the language depart-
ment and awards given 
to the top three artists, 
freshman Gloria Keyes, 
senior Tyler Tassone and 

sophomore Demi Ngai. 
 The foreign language 
teachers also honored 
scholars for their involve-
ment in the week’s activi-
ties by awarding bonus 
points.
 “Foreign Language 
Week is good stuff. It al-
lows the students to rep-
resent the language they 
take and Mr. Reichert 
(Spanish teacher) hands 
out tons of bonus points, 
which is always good. 
National Foreign Lan-
guage Week also allows 
the entire student body 
to be active and learn 
more about foreign 
languages,” junior Cody 
Milliman said. 
 Even those who did not 
choose to take a language 
found value in the week’s 
festivities. 
 “I think it’s a neat way 
to have fun with lan-
guages. It makes it more 
exciting and interesting 
for everyone,” junior 
Anita Keller said.
 By raising awareness 
to other cultures and 
languages, Foreign Lan-
guage Week erected the 
foundation pillars to the 
“Bridges to Communica-
tion.”

SEHR GUT —  Proudly striding across the stage, freshman Arielle Fisher ac-
cepted her award for receiving the highest average in German 1.  All of the top 
students were honored at an assembly to conclude National Foreign Language 
Week. Framing the front of the stage were posters illustrated by the foreign 
language students representing what the week’s theme “Bridges of Communi-
cation” meant to them.

PHOTO BY RONI DERMO
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Pottsville duo takes on Harvard
By: Samantha Wertz

PAHS Junior

One of the most 
prominent and 

prestigious colleges in 
the world will have three 
Pottsville graduates 
enrolled as of the 2006 
fall semester. 
 After months of en-
during extensive work 
involved with the appli-
cation process, seniors 
Kyle Bevan and Steve 
Pilconis were accepted 
to join 2005 graduate 
Ryan Pilconis among the 
elite at Harvard.
 The application for this 
highly selective school 
had several deviations 
from the typical college 
process.
 The school required 
that applicants take at 
least three SAT subject 
tests, complete an inter-
view with an admissions 
offi ce representative and 
write three essays. The 
interview was what most 
impressed Bevan about 
the process.
 “I interviewed at a 
graduate’s house in 
Wyomissing. It was the 
most informal interview 
I’ve ever had. It was 
in his living room. For 
the fi rst hour, we talked 
pretty seriously about 
academics, but the rest 
was just like a conversa-
tion,” Bevan said. 
 For Steve Pilconis, his 
additional involvement 
incurred being scouted 
by the football coach 
which led to different 
experiences.
 “When they stopped 
recruiting my brother, 
they started recruiting 
me. I got to  meet the 
football coaches through 
Ryan and that caught 
their interest in me,” 
Pilconis said.
 In addition to his 

brother’s infl uence, Steve 
went to a summer foot-
ball camp on the campus 
to compete with other 
prospects. 
 “Over two days, you 
show them how fast 
you can run, how high 
you can jump, how well 
you catch the ball. They 
evaluate you the whole 
time and fortunately I did 
well,” Pilconis said.
 Director of Guidance 
Mrs. Mary Ellen Setlock 
was no stranger to Ivy 
League admissions, 
which made the process 
as smooth as possible for 
the two seniors.
 “I was involved in the 
entire process in terms of 
talking to them and coun-
seling. I attended a week 
long program at Harvard 
which trained counselors 
on the application pro-
cess so I knew what to 
do when I got this job,” 
Mrs. Setlock said. 
 From a counselor’s 
point of view, the ap-
plication process was 
also more involved for an 
Ivy League school than a 
typical public or private 
university. 
 “The applications are 
not different from other 
private schools, it’s just 
the numbers that are 
so daunting. Everyone 
wants the chance to get 
into the Ivy League, any-
one with SATs over 1400 
or valedictorians. Fifteen 
to 20 thousand apply for 
about 1,500 spots at Har-
vard,” Mrs. Setlock said.
 Because the numbers 
were so extraordinary, 
it was important for the 
applicants to possess 
qualities that would make 
them stand out.
 “Both of them had 
the academics, but then 
so do about 18,000 to 
20,000 of the applicants. 
Steve has excellent 

athletics and Kyle has 
excellent leadership 
potential,” Setlock said.
 The football team’s 
success this year may 
have also contributed to 
Steve’s enrollment.
 “Any time a team 
does well, the extra 
exposure that the team 
gets defi nitely helps 
get your team atten-
tion. We had fi ve extra 
weeks getting our kids 
in the news, on TV and 
the newspapers locally 
and statewide,” Coach 
Kevin Keating said. 
 Bevan also had an 
appreciation for the 
selectivity of Harvard’s 
admissions process.
 “Ninety fi ve percent of 
the kids at Harvard are 
their class valedictori-
ans, 25% have a 1500 
on their SATs, some 
go to Africa during the 
summer to help the 
poor, others are Math 
Olympiad champions. 
I’m really nothing spe-
cial,” Bevan said.
 Once the application 
process was complete, 
all that was left was just 
to wait. However, the 
wait was worthwhile as 
both seniors received 
their coveted accep-
tances.
 “The Ivy Leagues are 
different than normal Di-
vision I football schools. 
They can’t give you 
early offers. You have 
to wait until December 
15, after you have to 
pass through admis-
sions yourself. After 
the camp, they told me 
they would do all they 
could to get me on the 
team and then I found 
out after the early ac-
tion deadline, ” Pilconis 
said. “I got the call that 
I was accepted when I 
was coming home from 
school. I was pretty 

dumbfounded at fi rst. I 
pretty much knew I was 
going after that.”
 Bevan’s experi-
ence while waiting for 
a response was more 
nerve-racking. 
 “I couldn’t believe it. 
It came after two wait 
lists in a row from Yale 
and Dartmouth so it 
was defi nitely a relief. I 
had to leave to go out 
somewhere three min-
utes after I found out. I 
thought I would get in a 
car crash or something 
just to balance things 
out,” Bevan said.
 Now that they are 
accepted, the real chal-
lenge lies before them. 
The two seniors will be 
challenged with one of 
the most diffi cult cur-
riculums in the country 
along with some of the 
most talented students. 
 “It’s going to be really 
diffi cult, but I think I’m 
going to feel like I’m 
somewhere where I be-
long, not just in a place 
where we’re grouped 
together because we 
live in a close vicinity. 
I’m going to meet a lot 
of amazing people,” 
Bevan said.
 However, the two will 
not have to endure the 
trials of the curriculum 
and new environment 
alone.
 “Having Steve there 
will make the transition 
easier. For example, 
every freshman eats in 
the same room and it 

will be nice just knowing 
that I’ll have someone to 
sit with on that fi rst day,” 
Bevan said.
 Having a brother on 
campus will also be benefi -
cial to Pilconis.
 “I think it’s going to be 
great. I’ve always thought 
we [Ryan and I] would be 
playing on the same team 
again. We have the same 
memories from playing on 
the high school team and 
now we’ll have the same 
memories in college. I think 
it’s going to be a good 
thing,” Pilconis said.
 In addition to superior 
academics and the unique 
educational opportunities 
that they will experience 
during their four years at 
the school, they will con-
tinue to reap the benefi ts of 
a Harvard undergraduate 
degree throughout their 
lives.
 “Harvard’s reputation is 
its biggest selling point. My 
interviewer said that when 
applying for a job or grad 
school, saying that you 
went to Harvard is called 
‘dropping the H bomb,’” 
Bevan said.
 Now that there are three 
students at the school, 
Pottsville has a reputation 
to help pave the way for 
future applicants. 
 “Because Pottsville is a 
known quantity at Harvard, 
they can look at our past 
students and see that they 
were successful at the 
school. Our students can 
compete,” Mrs. Setlock 
said. 

Kyle Bevan Steve Pilconis
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From the Molly Magu-
ires to the Manhat-

tan project to organized 
crime and the jazz age,  
History Night had it all. 
The juniors and seniors in 
American History III with 
honors stretched their 
creative musings to en-
tertain the crowds, both 
big and small, as well as 
inform them.
 While all the spectators 
saw was the 30 minute 
presentation, many hours 
of research went into the 
original 20 page essay 
that preceded it.
 This dedication of time 
and effort made it essen-
tial for them to choose 
an interesting and worthy 
topic. 
 “I chose the Cold War 
because I didn’t really 
know anything about it 
and I knew there would 
be  enough information 
for a 20 page essay,” 
junior Megan Freiler said.
 Having enough infor-
mation was a major fac-
tor in how the students 
chose their topics. “We 
fi gured we’d do the 60’s 
because it was a turbu-

Eras and events come alive at high school History Night
By: Samantha Wertz

PAHS Junior

PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elementary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:  621-2962
• Academic Center: 621-2900

June
1  — Last Day of 
School
Graduation 8 p.m.
Report cards 
distributed at JSC; 
middle and high 
school cards will be 
mailed
July
31 — PAHS 
Percussion Week
August
3 — Marching Band 
music rehearsal 
6:30 p.m.
4 — Freshman 
Marching Band 

practice 10-11:30 a.m.
7  — First Day of 
PAHS Marching 
Band  Practice 
8 a.m.- 12 p.m.
24 — Kindergarten 
Orientation
28 — First Day of 
School
30  —  PAHS School 
Pictures
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BACK IN TIME —  Dressed in a poodle skirt and scarf, junior 
Nina Patton presents her report on the era of the 1950’s 
at History Night April 27. In addition to a 20 page research 
paper, the students in Mrs. Tiffany Reedy’s  American History 
3 honors classes showcased their topics for the public. 
“I thought it was a really fun project to do even though it 
involved a lot of hard work and practice,” Patton said.

PHOTO BY KELSEY BOGAN  

DIXIELAND — Performing a duet, juniors Jess Fehr and Tom 
Guastavino demonstrate the Dixieland form of jazz  with their 
rendition of  “The Sermon” during their Jazz Age speech. 
Meanwhile,  junior Mindy Hoopes prepares herself for her scat 
presentation.

PHOTO BY RONI DERMO

lent era especially with 
the civil rights move-
ment,” junior Lauren 
Gallagher said. 
 Choosing a topic was 
one of the most diffi cult 
parts for some groups, 
so they used alternative 
means to fi nd one.  
 “Jen Reilly did the 
1950s last year and she 
said it was an interesting 
topic, so we decided to 
try it too,” junior Heather 
Jenkins said.
 After the topics were 
fi nally slated, the real 
work began.
 “I probably spent 
about a total of fi ve 
hours of research, I 
wrote the paper on one 
snow day and I spent 
about two hours total of 
writing and practicing my 
speech,” Freiler said.
 One thing that made 
the time spent research-
ing go by with more 
ease was learning new 
interesting facts about 
the events. 
 “I was excited for His-
tory Night, I couldn’t wait 
to inform people on my 
topic. I hope people learn 
a lot from the presenta-
tion,” junior Alicia Hubiak 
said.

 “We did our project 
on the progression of 
organized crime in the 
United States. It involved 
hard work and research, 
but our topic kept the ex-
perience from being dull. 
Presenting the project was 
my favorite part as we fi -
nally saw everything come 
together,” junior Desiree 
Kosmisky said.
 No matter how interest-
ing the topic was, most 
admitted that it was some  
times diffi cult to stay 
focused on the task.
 “I knew going into it 
that it was a big project 
that would require a lot of 
time, but it did get pretty 
boring at some points,” 
Freiler said.
 After the papers were 
written and turned in, the 
groups presented to their 
classes. These speeches 
constituted a second part 
of their grade in addition 
to the actual essays. They 
also were meant to func-
tion as a dress rehearsal 
before History Night 
fi nally arrived.
 “I think that my pre-
sentation went really well, 
but I still tried to improve 
my speaking skills before 
History Night,” junior 
Chris Keip said.
 When the night fi nally 
arrived, the presenters 
eagerly awaited the audi-
ences to arrive. Unfor-
tunately for some, they 
never came.
 “No one came the fi rst 
one because we all know 
the Cold War isn’t the 
most exciting topic, but 
we had about fi ve the 
second time,” Freiler said.
 Whether or not the 
crowds came did not 
determine the success of 
the project.
 “The history projects 
were a good idea. I 
learned a lot of infor-
mation I didn’t know,” 
Hubiak said. 
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Arbor Day lessons teach fi fth graders environmentalism
By: Samantha Wertz

PAHS Junior
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1501 West Laurel Boulevard
Pottsville, PA 17901
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PLANTING HOPE — Showing off their pine oak tree planted next to the Lengel 
Middle School’s lower parking lot, Ms. Diane Howe’s fi fth grade class helps cel-
ebrate the tradition of Arbor Day. The tree was dedicated to the Class of 2013 and 
the preservation of the environment.
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The best friend on 
earth of a man is the 

tree. When we use  the 
tree respectfully and 
economically, we have 
one of the greatest re-
sources on earth,” Frank 
Lloyd Wright.
 “He who plants a 
tree plants hope,” Lucy 
Larcom.
 These quotations were 
embraced by Ms. Diane 
Howe’s fi fth grade class 
April 28 in honor of Arbor 
Day.
 In 1854, pioneers Ju-
lius and Caroline Morton 
planted trees and shrubs 
to beautify their new 
homestead in Nebraska. 
 After they had estab-
lished themselves in their 
new home, Julius Morton 
took it upon himself 
to appeal to the State 
Board of Agriculture to 
set aside a day to recog-
nize the benefi ts of the 
nation’s extensive forests 

and encourage the plant-
ing of more trees.
 Finally, in 1872, Arbor 
Day was declared as 
a national holiday. It is 
recognized on the last 
Friday in April.
 The tradition of plant-
ing trees on Arbor Day 
was continued by the 
Lengel fi fth grade class 
when they planted a pine 
oak tree on the middle 
school grounds. 
 Ms. Howe began 
planting trees sev-
eral years ago when she 
coached the Envirothon 
team. They combined 
their efforts in learning 
about the environment 
with helping it. 
 Now, however, she 
carries her environmen-
talism into the classroom 
to help her students 
understand what actions 
are needed to preserve 
the world in which they 
live. 
 “My students have 
strong foundations in 
environmental science 

included in the lessons. 
We also incorporated 
Arbor Day into a math 
lesson, a dramatic play, a 
puzzle and reading,” Ms. 
Howe said. 
 Beyond just lessons, 
the class had a further 
connection to the tree. 
It was dedicated to the 
students of the class.
 “We 
planted 
the tree 
for the 
class of 
2013 and 
to help 
the envi-
ronment,” 
Brandon 
Bertasav-
age said.
 The im-
portance 
of the 
trees to 
the health 
of the en-
vironment 
was em-
phasized 
as well.

 “Without trees you 
wouldn’t have air to 
breathe,” Brittany How-
ard said.
 Also present to take 
part in the occasion 
were representatives 
from the Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources.
 Mr. Frank Snyder 

taught the students the 
importance of mulch and 
other details about how 
to properly plant a tree. 
 “If the students learn 
to appreciate trees now 
they will for a lifetime. If 
they begin to take care 
of the environment now, 
they will continue to do 
so,” Mr. Snyder said.



Wavelengths8 MAY 2006velengthsvelengths


