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Artist shares flexibility of ‘claymation’

Celebrate reading 
across America

Guitar lessons 
ignite interest and 
nurture skill

Two musicians play 
in state honors band 
concerts

Civics Week dedicated 
to the study of 
American government
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By: Samantha Muscara

PAHS Sophomore

Lights, camera, clay?
 Using the unusual 

combination of clay, 
wood blocks, Legos, 
paper and moveable 
mannequins, 16 Enrich-
ment students at the 
DHH Lengel Middle 
School created a series 
of animated videos in 
“claymation.” 
 While claymation is 
not a regular part of 
the curriculum, these 
fortunate students were 
able to experience the 
media form first hand 
alongside a professional 
during the annual Artist 
in Residence program at 
the school.
 Four groups each 
worked separately to 
create and produce 
four original movies that 
would be shown to the 
participants to complete 

the final stage of the 
project. 
 “My group was a little 
behind the other groups, 
so we had to work fast,” 
Michael Ryan, eighth 
grader, said. “I enjoyed 
being able to show my 
creative side, though.”
 Ms. Cathy Heim, 
adviser of the enrichment 
program and coordina-
tor of the unique project, 
allowed students to use 
their imaginations by 
creating their own mini-
movies with a variety of 
creative titles including 
“Gumby Goes Bowling,” 
“The Macarena,” “Area 
Flat: The Movie” and 
“Monster Attacks Henry.”
 In addition to using 
new materials for the 
project, these talented 
students became ac-
quainted with computer 
programs that they would 
not usually be introduced 
to until later in their high 

Pottsville custodial staff 
featured in newsletter
 The Buckeye Banner, 
published by Buckey Interna-
tional, recognized Pottsville’s 
janitorial staff for its success 
using their floor cleaning 
product. 
 The staff, including Mr. 
Kerry Ansbach, director of 
building and grounds, and 
Mr. Dan Vidal, PAHS head 
custodian, applied the 
product four years ago to the 
terrazzo floors and stairways 
and have not yet needed to 
refinish them. 

FBLA members succeed in 
regional competition
At the Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) 
Regional Conference held 
at Bloomsburg University in 
January, several high school 
students won awards and 
recognition in the various 
categories of the competi-
tion. Junior Marc Weber 
placed first in Accounting II; 
senior Gennaro Mucci placed 
second in Economics; senior 
Lauren McClure placed third 
in Accounting II and senior 
Gabrielle Skwait placed third 
in Business Procedures. 

Karen’s Heroes program 
raises money for charity
For the past eight years, the 
“Karen’s Heroes” program at 
John S. CLarke Elementary 
School has donated funds 
to various charitable orga-
nizations in the  Pottsville 
Area. This year, the chosen 
organizations were Pottsville 
Soup Kitchen, Sovereign 
Majestic Theater, Schuylkill 
County Diabetes Organiza-
tion, Pottsville Free Public 
Library and the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. Now, the idea 
has spread halfway across 
the country to an elementary 
school in Gainesville, Texas. 
While they call the program 
“Kids Care,” the idea is the 
same. 

school educations if at 
all.
 The workshop was lo-
cated at the top of Martz 
Hall with several stations 
such as: Edit, Visual, 
Audio and Credits.
 The artist in residence, 
Mr. Rand Whipple, 
worked with the students 
as an associate of the 
“Box of Light” workshop. 
He accompanied and 
advised the students 
throughout the process 
of designing their per-
sonal animated videos.
 “I enjoyed working on 
the movies because it 
was something we never 
did before. It was a great 
experience,” Greg Mer-
rick, eighth grader, said. 
 When all was said and 
done, the students volun-
tarily chose to stay after 
school a total of seven 
and a half extra hours to 

work on perfecting their 
videos. 
 Mrs. JoAnne Doyle, art 
teacher, assisted in the 
making of the props used 
for the movies. 
 “Sculpey clay” was the 
material that was most 
popular when construct-
ing the figures used for 
the assignment.
 “It made the students 
aware of various types 
of media and technol-
ogy available.  It also 
made them aware of all 
of the time, organization 
and creativity involved in 
claymation,” said Mrs. 
Doyle.
 To conclude the proj-
ect, they presented their 
movies to each other to 
show off their work. The 
finished products will be 
sent into an animation 
contest within the next 
few months.

HUDDLE  —  Watching intently as artist in residence Mr. Rand 
Whipple works on the computer component of their claymation 
video, eighth graders Brady Wile, Kristian Zanis, Joel Wood and 
Ethan Englert participate in a special enrichment project. Sixteen 
pupils enjoyed the unique opportunity to learn the art.

PHOTOS BY JON SHAFFER

DECORATE — Painting the set for their original claymation motion 
film, fifth grader Gabrielle Holley and sixth graders Shamyra  
Watkins and Nicole Stevens prepare for the eventual  anticipated 
final product. 

PHOTOS BY JON SHAFFER
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What’s black and 
white and read all 

over?
 The common answer 
to this joke is a news-
paper.
 But just how true is 
this riddle? A survey 
of 100 PAHS students 
revealed that over half 
of those surveyed do 
not read for entertain-
ment and find it a chore 
to read for academic 
purposes.
 “I only like to read if it 
is something I like. But I 
honestly believe that lit-
erature is a dying art and 
that technology will soon 
inhabit all other forms 
of entertainment,” junior 
Sean Stevenson said.
 Others believed that 
there are positive as-

model for the kids and 
also give the students the 
opportunity to bond with 
one another. They instill in 
the younger children the 
importance of reading,” 
Mrs. Patricia Markovich, 
second grade teacher, 
said.
 High school guest 
readers also felt a special 
connection with the 
children.
 “The kids were really 
excited to have us come 
and read,” junior Charlie 
Brenner said.
 Other guest readers 
included Mr. William Zim-
merman, school board 
president.
 “I always find great joy 
in reading to students 
on this day. I have gone 
into the schools for many 
years now and love the 
energy of the students. 
They are always so eager 
to read and they are very 
enthusiastic,” Mr. Zim-
merman said.
 DHH Lengel Middle 
School also celebrated 
the day. Mrs. Stepha-
nie Ziegmont, eighth 
grade literature teacher, 
organized a school-wide 
Seuss project.

Celebrate reading across America
By: Kate Zimmerman 

PAHS Junior
pects to reading.
 “I think reading is a 
great way to increase 
your vocabulary and 
it’s also very exciting 
to reach the end of the 
book,” senior Heather 
Jenkins said.
 With the celebration 
of Read Across America 
Day, March 2, students 
throughout the district 
had the opportunity to 
share in reading together.
 Members of enrich-
ment in the high school 
traveled to the John 
S. Clarke Elementary 
School to read Dr. Seuss 
stories to students. They 
read to children in kin-
dergarten through fourth 
grade.
 “I think it’s a good 
opportunity to see that 
even high school stu-
dents enjoy Dr. Seuss. 
They provide a good role 

DRESS UP — In an attempt to truly immerse themselves into the 
spirit of the week, Paige Guers and Jackie Downey painted their 
faces in honor of Dr. Seuss’ birthday.

PHOTO BY SPRING BOTTOR

 “I initiated an all school 
project for Read Across 
America Day. Each hall of 
the school was deco-
rated to honor one of Dr. 
Seuss’ books. The stu-
dents and teachers went 
all out for this project,” 
Mrs. Ziegmont said.
 The first floor home-
room decorated the halls 
in a “One Fish, Two Fish, 
Red Fish, Blue Fish” 
design.
 “My homeroom helped 
decorate for ‘One Fish, 
Two Fish, Red Fish, 
Blue Fish.’ They enjoyed 
making the decorations 
and watching the Dr. 
Seuss books come alive 
in all of the hallways and 
classrooms,” Mrs. Sue 
Pierdon, Family and Con-
sumer Science teacher, 
said.
 The second floor chose 
to embellish the hallway 
with a “Cat in the Hat” 
theme. They hung fish 
bowls and umbrellas from 
the ceiling. The third floor 
was dedicated to “The 
Lorax.” Students and 
teachers dressed up as 
characters from the story.

 “There really are no 
words to describe how 
excited the students 
were during this project,” 
Mrs. Ziegmont said.
 Other activities at the 
middle school included 
members of the sixth 
grade choir entertain-
ing their peers over the 
morning announcements 
with a song from “Seus-
sical the Musical.”
 “Students sang an 
excerpt from ‘Oh the 
Thinks You Can Think.’ It 
reminded students of the 
joy in reading and how 
everyone is included and 
encouraged to try,” Mrs. 
Catherine Zimmerman, 
Lengel music teacher, 
said.
 Although these activi-
ties took place outside 
of the school, PAHS 
students still expressed 
an interest in reading and 
know its importance in 
everyday life.
 “Reading is a good 
way to relax and get 
away. It allows you to es-
cape to another world,” 
junior Elizabeth Puddu 
said.

STORY TIME —  Celebrating Read Across 
America Week, Mr. Jack Spleen reads “Cat 
In the Hat” to his fourth grade class. Much 
of the focus of this week was placed on 
the joys of reading and was dedicated to 
recognizing the immense contributions 
to reading made by the mind behind Dr. 
Seuss, Theodor Dreiser.
SHOW AND TELL —  As a member of the 
high school enrichment group, senior Mike 
Tellep takes a break in reading to show 
the students a picture in a Berenstein 
Bears book.  

PHOTOS BY SPRING BOTTOR
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Dear Members of the Community,

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Interaction highlights field trip
By: Chelsea Wertz

PAHS Junior

In preparation for their 
excursion to the Get-

tysburg battlefield PAHS 
American Cultures II 
students presented short 
speeches and handed 
in documented essays 
on varied aspects of the 
Civil War. 
 After learning about 
the Gettysburg battle in 
class, the freshmen of 
Mrs. Tiffany Reedy, Mrs. 
Pam Delenick, Mr. Robert 
Kempsey and Ms. Deidre 
Smith  spent April 18 
visiting the site.
 “I think students learn 
more when they can in-
teract with material being 
taught,” Mrs. Reedy said. 

 Prior to the trip Mrs. 
Delenick received a grant 
from the National Park 
Service which enabled 
the teachers to change 
the itinerary for Mrs. 
Reedy’s and her pupils. 
Their students were 
split into regiments to 
participate in a variety of 
interactive activities. The 
groups were led by park 
rangers.
 One unit visited a field 
hospital which was set 
up for the teens to view 
and do hands-on activi-
ties. After their in-class 
preparation, the students 
did mock procedures 
including amputation 
and removal of shrapnel. 
They also practiced the 
triage method of catego-

rizing the injured soldiers.
 On another team each 
member was given the 
identification of a soldier 
who fought in the war. 
Along with the ID, they 
viewed photographs and 
personal effects of the 
person as well as letters 
associated with their 
historical figure. After 
learning details about the 
soldiers’ lives, the stu-
dents searched for their 
graves in the National 
Cemetery.
 A third group reen-
acted Pickett’s Charge 
on the battlefield. Each 
participant was given the 
identity of a soldier and 
instructions based on 
that person’s experience 
during the battle. Some 

of the Pottsville visitors 
“died or forged forward,” 
while others who were 
“wounded” dropped to 
their knees.
 After lunch students 
enjoyed a tour of Get-
tysburg with a battlefield 
guide providing details 
about the battles.    

BATTLE — Prior to traveling to the Gettysburg battlefield, freshmen 
designed flags for their regiments and learned information about 
battlefield medicine to prepare for the simulations.

PHOTO BY NINA PATTON

 Living close to the area 
was an advantage to 
the local freshmen. “It’s 
great to have such an 
important place in history 
so close and accessible 
to us,” Mrs. Reedy said. 
“It would be a shame to 
miss the opportunity to 
visit Gettysburg.”

As we approach the end of the school year and the pleasant 
weather is upon us, I believe that it is imperative that we, 

as responsible members of the school district and surrounding 
community, recognize that we face an enormous problem in the 
underage substance abuse situation as it exists in our county.
 In the fall of 2005 the Schuylkill County Drug and Alcohol 
Commission conducted the Pennsylvania Youth Survey to 3,913 
6th, 8th and 10th grade students in the twelve Schuylkill County 
school districts. Coordinated by the Pennsylvania Commission 
on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD), the data that was recently 
revealed was alarming.
 When asked about alcohol use within the last 30 days, 5.1% 
of 6th grade students in our county replied affirmatively. When 
eighth grade students were asked the same question, 22.6% 
answered affirmatively, and 47.7% of 10th graders responded 
affirmatively as well.
 Another question on the survey addressed “lifetime use” of al-
cohol. An eye-opening 65.6% of the surveyed students admitted 
to using alcohol at some time in their lives.
 Compared to the state average of 58.8%, this figure should 
raise the collective eyebrows of the educational and parental 
community in Schuylkill County.
 According to researcher and New York Times contributor, 
Nicholas Bakalar (October 3, 2006), parents are in the dark. His 
article, “Adolescence: When Young People Use, Parents Seldom 
Know,” shows the results of 591 surveyed adolescents between 
the ages of 12 and 17 about their drug and alcohol use and then 
questioned at least one of their parents about what he or she 

thought his/her children were using.
 The data presented concludes that 54.4% of teens admitted to 
some lifetime use of alcohol; however only 30% of their parents 
believed that their children had ever had a drink.
 He continued that 23.6% of the teens admitted to having been 
intoxicated while only 8.1% of the parents knew about it.
 While 23% of the teens admitted to using marijuana, only 
13.2% of their parents were aware of it.
 Senior author of the study, Dr. Laura J. Bierut, stated, “Parents 
of 12 to 13-year-olds had the lowest rate of knowledge. That’s 
worrisome because there is good evidence that the younger you 
start to use substances, the more likely you are to develop addic-
tion.”
 “Children are not telling you about their drug use,” Dr. Bierut 
added. “You have to ask. If kids have access to drugs, they use 
them, and most parents are clueless.”
 Numbers don’t lie. We have a serious problem of under-
age substance abuse in our county. It is incumbent upon us as 
parents and educators to be vigilant, to carefully monitor the 
activities of our children, to know where they are at all times, and 
to require that they check in frequently.
 Children are our most precious commodity. Together let us do 
all that we can to protect their precious lives.

Very truly yours,

Parents and educators need to work together to protect our children
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By: Samantha Wertz

PAHS Senior

Guitar lessons ignite interest and nurture skill

Frets, bridge, neck, 
fingerboard. To 

several of the eight boys 
who attended the middle 
school guitar workshop, 
these terms were alien. 
However, their patient 
teacher, Mr. Ken Rob-
erts, was determined to 
change that.
 While the endeavor to 
teach guitar to students 
in four sessions may 
sound formidable if not 
impossible, Mr. Roberts 
welcomed it willingly and 
wholeheartedly. With a 
smile and upbeat tone, he 
turned nervous plucks to 
skilled strums by the third 
session.
 “I want them all to play 
like they have had 10 
years of lessons in just 
four weeks,” Mr. Roberts 
said optimistically.
 He remembers when 
he taught himself many of 
the basics of guitar, but 

PHOTO BY NINA PATTON
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Ken Roberts 
GUITAR WORKSHOP 

TEACHER

STRUM —  Tuning William Kilcullen’s guitar, workshop instructor 
Mr. Ken Roberts readies the instruments for the first lesson. The  
workshop was designed to heighten students interest in music.

become a reality. 
 From the first time the 
pupils came together, it 
was apparent that the 
program would be a 
success. 
 While each had his 
own motivation for 
coming, they were all 
ready to learn new skills 
and share with one 

By: Samantha McDonald

PAHS Sophomore

Elementary school celebrates 100th day

The 100th day of 
school is celebrated 

throughout the halls of 
the John S. Clarke El-
ementary Center for fun, 
education and enjoyment. 
Mrs. Judy Trout’s kinder-
garten class decided to 
help out the local SPCA.   
 “Every year we do 
something special to 
celebrate the 100th day 
of school. This year the 
students had a high inter-
est level in pets. As we 
studied pets, we learned 
a lot about their needs.  
We talked about the local 
animal shelter helping to 
meet the needs of pets 
without ‘family homes.’  

We decided as a class 
to collect items to help 
the shelter meet the 
needs of the animals 
living there,” Mrs. Trout 
said.  
 The class was asked 
to bring in various items 
consisting of food, 
toys and blankets for 
the cats and dogs. The 
goal was to bring in 100 
items to represent the 
100th day of school. But 
the catch for this project 
was they only had one 
week to bring in 100 
items. The class brought 
in over 130 items.   
 “K-107, families and 
friends opened their 
hearts and were ex-
tremely generous in giv-
ing items to our project,” 

Mrs. Trout said  
 Some of the other 
classrooms had little 
parties, also to cel-
ebrate this special day.  
Classes had snacks and 
played many games 
that had to do with the 
100th day of school.  
 Also, teachers asked 
their students to bring 
in 100 little objects to 
display throughout the 
school. One tradition 
that the school did was 
having the students 
walk into the school en-
trance through a huge 
100 sign.
 This project not only 
taught the students 
about caring and gener-
osity, it opened the door 
to many learning oppor-

tunities and experiences. 
 The class had the chance 
to learn about many differ-
ent pets and their needs. 
They also used their col-
lection of items to sort, 
count and compare and 
contrast. The students also 
wrote many stories about 
pets and, essentially, they 
learned the significance of 
working together.
 In the years to come Mrs. 
Trout wishes to continue 
this project in hopes of 
helping the SPCA and 
continuing to teach her 
students about working 
together.  
 “This was a first project 
for us. With its success will 
come many more years 
of this project,” Mrs. Trout 
said.

truly learned the art of
music when observing 
the professionals.
 “I wanted these kids 
to be able to have the 
same break that I had,” 
Mr. Roberts said.
 The idea of this 
program was conceived 
by faculty member 
Mrs. Jane Billig. When 
her son died tragically 
several years ago, she 
put away some money 
and let it accrue interest 
until she found a good 
use for it. 
 The plan had always 
been to put it toward a 
music program, and her 
dream was to use it for 
guitar lessons. She saw 
the opportunities for 
students to learn con-
ventional instruments for 
concert band, but saw 
a need for instruction in 
other genres of music.
 After approaching 
Mrs. Catherine Zim-
merman, Lengel music 
teacher, with the idea, it  

another. Some wanted to 
learn how to play like their 
favorite rock band, while 
others preferred acoustic. 
 The more adept play-
ers showed their beginner 
friends new chords and 
strumming patterns without 
a second thought. The 
boys bonded in the name 
of music.
 
 

I wanted these 
kids to be able 

to have the 
same break 
that I had.
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SEAN LIMLAW

PAHS JUNIOR

By: Anne Tamalavage

PAHS Sophomore

Quiz Team soars to states in winning season

What is the capital of 
Denmark?”

 “Who wrote ‘The Vil-
lage Blacksmith’?”
 While most people 
probably do not know 
that the answers to these 
questions are Copenha-
gen and Henry Wad-
sworth Longfellow, the 
members of the PAHS 
Quiz Team certainly do.
 Every Wednesday, 
Room 216 resounds with 
questions like these and 
beeps from the buzzer. 
While few people have 
ever participated on Quiz 
Team or have even seen 
a match, members know 
how exciting a competi-
tion can become.
 “As the matches 
become more difficult 

and the competitors 
more elite, the winner 
is usually decided by a 
question or two. When 
every question counts, 
everyone really steps up 
their game and it gets 
very interesting,” senior 
Sami Wertz said.
 Starting the season in 
November, the team took 
the third and fifth places 
at their first tournament 
at Lampeter-Strasburg. 
Then they placed in the 
top eight again in the 
Conestoga Valley Tour-
nament. Continuing the 
winning streak, they took 
first place in the county 
tournament, which 
earned them a spot in 
the state-wide competi-
tion. States took place 
April 27 in Harrisburg 
where the team earned 
10th place. 

 In the final tournament 
at Hempfield, the “B” 
team placed in the top 16, 
while the other teams did 
not reach the afternoon 
rounds.
 Just as the secret to 
a good basketball team 
may be tall, quick players, 
the key to a successful 
Quiz Team is a solid base 
of knowledge. 
 “We’re a very well 
rounded team. Each 
person’s abilities comple-
ment the others’ very 
well,” junior Sean Limlaw 
said.
 While most students 
joined because of encour-
agement from friends and 
teachers, to add another 
extracurricular to their re-
sumés or as a way to put 
an abundance of knowl-
edge to use, they soon 
realized that one has to 

work hard to maintain a 
solid spot on the squad.
 “We study lists of 
common trivia like world 
capitals, famous litera-
ture and historical events. 
Once a week after school 
we practice against 
each other using buzz-
ers to develop speed. 
Another useful technique 
is to watch shows like 
‘Jeopardy’ on TV to test 
ourselves,” junior Alanna 
Durkin said.
 Normally, the Quiz 
Team practices once a 
week after school for 
about an hour under the 
direction of adviser Ms. 
Sherrill Silberling. How-
ever, when a match is ap-
proaching, the team puts 
in extra effort by adding 
more practices to

See ACADEMIC page 7

Save our planet!” was  
one of the slogans 

during the Earth Day 
project conducted by 
Ecology Club members 
in April. 
 Headed by Mrs. Diana 
Beausang, club adviser, 
the group members went 
to third and fourth grade 
classes that had set 
aside time for learning 
how to save the environ-
ment and how to cut 
down on damage done 
to the atmosphere.
 “Don’t pollute the 
earth, love it. You 
shouldn’t litter because 
then the earth will be 
dirty and we couldn’t 
live,” Rebecca Staller, 
third grader, said.
 Ecology Club par-
ticipants carried boxes 
of markers and piles of 
brown paper bags to the  

classrooms. Students 
listened to a short 
introduction about the 
environment and then 
followed it by drawing 
what they would do to 
save the earth on their 
paper bags.
 “I’m drawing a fac-
tory with a line through it 
because factories pollute 
the air and I don’t want 
global warming,” third 
grader Jacob DiCello 
said.
 Other children drew 
animals that were unable 
to live in their natural 
habitats due to excess 
pollution. Some drew 
animals that lived in 
colder areas, such as the 
penguins in Antarctica, 
but who were dying be-
cause the temperatures 
were drastically altered 
by global warming or the 
greenhouse effect.
 “I’m drawing ani-
mals because people 

shouldn’t pollute and they 
will kill all the animals,”  
Bryce Torres, third grader, 
said.
 The club members 
came to help explain 
the problems, to answer 
questions and also to 
show that they could 
spread the word to any-
body and everybody.
 “It’s good to get kids 
involved at a young age 
and instill this in their 
minds for the future,” 

sophomore Gloria Keyes 
said. 
 The paper bags were 
then taken to grocery 
stores to share what they 
learned with the com-
munity.
 “It is important to teach 
these kids about the 
environmental problems 
because children are our 
future and to stop future 
pollution we should start 
with them,” junior Destiny 
Arturet said.

By: Chelsea Wertz

PAHS Junior

Earth Day emphasizes care for the environment

PHOTO BY NINA PATTON

DECORATE — To inform the community of the dangers of pollu-
tion, Ty Painter, fourth grader, draws a scene on a paper bag.  

Weʼre a very 
well rounded 
team. Each 

personʼs 
abilities 

complement 
the others  ̓
very well.
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Two reach state bands
By: Sarah Hahner

PAHS Sophomore

”

“ 

Michael Fries
PAHS SOPHOMORE

Music produces a 
kind of pleasure 

which human nature can-
not do without,” Confu-
cius said. 
 This quote holds true 
for sophomore Michael 
Fries and junior Mark 
O’Reilly, who truly could 
not do without music in 
their everyday lives.
 These musicians were 
selected to travel to 
Hershey to participate in 
the 2007 Pennsylvania 
All-State Music Confer-
ence which was hosted 
along with the PA Music 
Educators In-Service 
Conference.
 “When I found out I 
made All-State, I could 
barely believe it. I didn’t 
even think I was good 
enough for District Band, 
let alone All-State,” 
O’Reilly, bassoon, said.  
 Many smaller steps 
had to be taken before 
these two instrumen-
talists could reach the 
state level. County Band, 
which was to be held St. 
Patrick’s Day weekend, 
was unfortunately can-
celled due to a snow-
storm that week. Thirty-
three Pottsville students 
were selected to take 
part in the festival, and 
both Fries, French horn, 
and O’Reilly scored as 
first chair musicians at 
the auditions held in 
November. 
 “I look forward to 
county band every year 
because I love to meet 
fellow musicians from 
other schools. I’m so 
disappointed that it was 
cancelled,” junior Alanna 
Durkin said.
 District Orchestra, 
which featured musicians 
from seven counties, 
was held the weekend of 
January 27. Amarpreet 

Ahluwalia, Michael Tellep 
and Fries participated.  
 The District Band 
Festival then took place 
the weekend of February 
10 with five Pottsville stu-
dents participating. They 
included Fries, O’Reilly, 
Tellep, Greg Schuettler 
and Frank Muscara.  
 “District Orchestra was 
a lot of fun.  The music 
we played was very chal-
lenging, and Dr. Ramael, 
our director, made us feel 
totally at ease,” Ahluwa-
lia, percussion, said.  
 The Region Band 
Festival took place the 
weekend of March 24, 
with only Fries, O’Reilly, 
Muscara and Tellep par-
ticipating.   
 “Actually, I didn’t 
initially qualify for Region 
Band, but one of the bas-
soonists that did make 
it later could not attend, 
so I was able to go.  It’s 
pretty amazing how lucky 
I was to get to go to Re-
gion Band,” O’Reilly said.
 Fries also participated 
in the Region Orchestra 
Festival, held the week-
end of March 10. 
 “The auditions for 
County, District and Re-
gion Bands/Orchestras 
went well,” Fries said.  
“Although I wasn’t sure 
how far I would go, I did 
the best that I could.”   
 Finally, after Region 
Band, the participants for 
the State Band and Wind 
Ensembles were chosen.
 “I was both excited 
and shocked when I 
found out. I am very 
honored to be given this 
opportunity,” Fries said.
 O’Reilly and Fries were 
the only two Pottsville 
musicians selected to 
take part in the festi-
val, held the weekend 
of April 21.  These two 
instrumentalists were the 
first Pottsville students 
to make it to the state 

festival since 1998.  
 Countless hours and 
dedication were put into 
practicing the music to 
prepare for the auditions.  
 “Every day before, 
during and after school, 
I accumulated about 
three hours of practice, 
and during the weekend, 
about five hours total. I 
really committed myself 
to preparing for Region 
Band because I was 
given a second chance 
to shine. I discovered 
I qualified for All-State 
Wind Ensemble, so all 
my practice paid off,” 
O’Reilly said.  
 The All-State Band 
concert, under the direc-
tion of Mr. Edward Lisk, 
featured selections such 
as “First Suite in E flat for 
Military Band,” “America 
the Brave” and “Sunrise 
at Angel’s Gate.”
 Another piece, Robert 
Jager’s “Espirit De 
Corps,” particularly ap-
pealed to Fries.
 “Although they are 
all great pieces, my 
favorite piece is ‘Espirit 
De Corps,’” Fries said.  
“It is an exciting piece 
that was written for the 
‘President’s Own United 
States Marine Band,’ that 
never becomes old.”  
 The Wind Ensemble, 

directed by Miss Virginia 
Allen, featured interesting 
and challenging music.
 “One piece, ‘From 
Every Horizon: A Tone 
Poem to New York,’ is 
particularly interesting,” 
O’Reilly said.  “It’s a song 
which paints a musical 
picture of New York City.  
You can almost picture 
yourself there when you 
hear it.” 
 The memories and ex-
periences from the State 
Band Festival will surely 
not soon be forgotten by 
either Fries or O’Reilly.
 “It’s such a wonderful 
opportunity for them to 
be under the direction of 
such great conductors.  
As the festivals go on, 
the directors are more 
prestigious,” Mr. Richard 
Fries, PAHS band direc-
tor, said.  
 This experience of 
State Band and playing 
with other accomplished 
musicians under the 
direction of distinguished 
conductors will aid these 
two young musicians in 
their future endeavors.  
 “Music is what I want 
to do with my life, there’s 
no doubt about that,” 
O’Reilly said. “My goal 
with music is to make 
everyone I know just as 
excited about it as I am.” 

PHOTO BY NINA PATTON

TUNE —  Practicing before the State Band and Wind Ensemble 
concerts,  junior Mark O’ Reilly and sophomore Michael Fries work 
on their sound to ensure perfection for the upcoming concert.  
Both instrumentalists were the first Pottsville musicians selected 
for states since 1998.

I was both 
excited and 

shocked when 
I found out. 
I am very 

honored to 
be given this 
opportunity.
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Students bring recreate history for their peers 
By: Samantha McDonald

PAHS Sophomore

From the voyage of the 
Titanic to serial killers 

to women’s fashion over 
time.
 History Night has been 
a long standing tradi-
tion at PAHS beginning 
in 2001 with Mr. Harry 
Larsen.
 Students currently 
taking the American 
History III Honors class 
are required to complete 
this project. They have 
three months to prepare 
a presentation in groups 
of two or three other 
students. Throughout 
this experience, teens 
are motivated to learn 
how to work together in 

a small group to inform 
others about their topics 
of choice.
 “The History Night 
presentation will help me 
in the future by providing 
the opportunity to speak 
in public for a prolonged 
period of time. Also, 
the documented essay 
teaches students how to 
properly format a MLA 
style research paper, 
which must be done 
often in college,” junior 
Katelynn Hranchock said.
 According to Mrs. 
Tiffany Reedy, history 
teacher, this particular 
assignment accounts for 
a large portion of each 
student’s grade because 
of the work and dedica-
tion needed to be put 

into the project.
 “The grade for the 
paper is weighted more 
heavily as it requires 
much research and the 
basis for information 
relayed in the presenta-
tion,” Mrs. Reedy said.
 Students are required 
to prepare a presentation 
that consists of a docu-
mented essay arranged 
in proper format and a 
30-minute oral presenta-
tion consisting of various 
types of visual aids.
 “I have been working 
very hard on my presen-
tation so far. My topic is 
Harry Houdini and my 
group and I are planning 
to attend the Houdini 
Museum in Scranton for a 
resource for our project,” 
junior Tyler Smith said.
 Parents, students and 
friends attended in order 
to learn more about their 
favorite historical topic 
because of the in-depth 
explanation of each sub-
ject the teens gave.
 “Parents enjoyed the 
opportunity to witness 
first hand their children’s 
learning,” Mrs. Reedy 
said.
 The event was held 
May 2, 2007. 

PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elementary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:   621-2962
• Academic Center:  621-2900

May
24 — PAHS Stage 
Band/ Schuylkill 
County Big Band 
Concert 7:30 p.m.
27 — Class Day 1 p.m.
Baccalaureate 7:30 
p.m.
29-30 — JSC 
Kindergarten Show.
31 — Last day of 
school. 
Graduation 8 p.m.
Report cards 
distributed at JSC.
Middle and High 
School report cards 
will be mailed.

June
2 —  SAT

July
30 —  PAHS Marching 

Band Percussion 
Week begins.

August
6 —  Marching band 
practice begins.
22 —  Kindergarten 
Orientation.
27 —  First day of 
school.
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VISUAL AID —  For her history night project, junior Katherine 
Pritchett points to her poster board. Pritchett utilized the poster 
board in an attempt to convey her topic of “The History of Crime 
Scene Investigation” which covered everything from early cases 
in London to the modern DNA and fingerprinting systems.

make sure everyone is on 
their “A” game.
 The talents of this 
year’s quiz team have not 
gone unnoticed, espe-
cially by the members.
 “We have a really 
excellent line-up for our 
‘A’ team this year. Each 
member covers a certain 
topic or area while still 
having a good base of 
general information,” 
Durkin said.
 The team consisted of 
three teams denoted as 

“A,” “B” and “C.” Each 
team was as well bal-
anced as possible and 
all of them played at the 
annual tournaments with 
the exception of the state 
and county tournaments 
when regulations limit 
each school to one six 
or eight person team, 
respectively. 
 The usual “A” team 
consisted of juniors 
Frank Muscara, Sean 
Limlaw and Jamie Wang 
and sophomore Asad 
Butt. The “B” team varied 
somewhat but included 

seniors Wertz and Kevin 
Hillman, juniors Durkin, 
Zach Hnesh, Joey Kurtek 
and Bobby Bechtel. 
 The members of the 
“C” team were juniors 
Lawrence Major and 
Hunter Rulavage, sopho-
mores Jake Barton and 
Tony Lorence and fresh-
man Matt Witkin.
 While memorizing ran-
dom trivia may not be at 
the top of most peoples’ 
lists for a good time, 
these 15 stepped up the 
challenge and proved 
worthy of it.

Academic team goes to states
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

PHOTO BY NINA PATTON

PRESENT — Completing the final component of their history 
project, juniors Stephanie Brish, Brittany Ortiz, Alanna Durkin and 
Sean Limlaw present information on battlefield medicine.
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Every day students 
and faculty use cur-

rency to buy and sell, yet 
many are unaware of the 
process of how money 
ends up in one’s pocket. 
 For a week dedicated 
to incorporating studies 
of government into the 
curriculum, also known 
as Civics Week, students 
learned about the flow of 
money.
 The idea for Civ-
ics Week started five 
years ago when Mr. 
James Toomey, Lengel 
Social Studies teacher, 
read through the state 
achievement tests. He 
noticed that only a few 
questions pertained to 
ancient history, which is 
the main focus of study 
during seventh grade. 
Most of the questions 
focused on the United 
States government.

 To correct the problem 
and to improve achieve-
ment test scores, Mr. 
Toomey suggested an 
opportunity to teach the 
students practical ideas 
relating to modern Ameri-
can government.
 “We formed this pro-
gram to fill the gap in the 
school’s curriculum be-
tween the middle school 
civics education and 
the high school seniors’ 
government class,” Mr. 
Toomey said. 
 Schuylkill County 
Commissioner Mrs. Man-
tura Gallagher explained 
that taxes pay for the 
costs of government and 
are collected by three 
branches: local, state 
and federal governments. 
 She then described 
who handles the money 
and how it is used. As 
a county commissioner, 
Mrs. Gallagher has a say 
in how the local govern-
ment spends tax money.
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By: Alyssa Murphy

PAHS Senior

Civics Week instills awareness of American government 
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 “Students were told 
to write a short synopsis 
of the program and then 
they had to answer ques-
tions about whether local 
government spent money 
on it [specific programs],” 
Mr. Toomey 
said. 
 Questions 
included post-
al services, 
minimum 
wage laws and 
funding for 
mental health 
programs. 
 “A large 
amount of 
money is 
spent on 
programs 
for mental 
health,” Mr. 
Toomey said.
 Homes for 
the elderly 
also received 
significant 
amounts of 
money while 

COMMISSIONER —  Speaking to one of Mr. James Toomey’s seventh grade 
history classes, Schuylkill County Commissioner Mrs. Mantura Gallagher 
enlightens the students on the workings of local government. Civics Week was 
reserved for lessons in American government.  

PHOTO BY NINA PATTON

education funding re-
ceived substantially less. 
 Programs in the past 
included speakers such 
as Congressman Tim 
Holden and State Repre-
sentative Bob Allen.

 “The idea is to intro-
duce the students to civic 
duty so that they will think 
about careers in the field, 
attend city council meet-
ings and participate in 
clubs,” Mr. Toomey said.
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