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PAHS Quiz Team tackles state competition

New M.A.G.I.C 
program begins at 
Lengel

Middle School 
pupils participate in 
civics lessons

Pupils elebrate 
reading during Read 
Across America Day 

MathCounts team 
wins at county level, 
prepares for states
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Practice makes 
perfect.

 This old adage is very 
familiar to Pottsville 
Area’s Quiz Team, 
coached by faculty 
member Ms. Sherrill 
Silberling. The group 
captured first place 
for the second year 
in a row at the county 
tournament, held in Pine 
Grove March 13. 
  For over 20 years, Ms. 
Silberling has coached 
the team, and in the 
last 15 competitions, 
Pottsville Area members 
have earned either first 
or second place at the 
county level.
 Students began 

practicing in September, 
and competed for the 
first time in February. 
They practiced once a 
week but added another 
weekly meeting as the 
time for competition 
came closer.
 “The toughest part 
is having everyone 
in the same place at 
the same time,” Ms. 
Silberling said. “The best 
thing about coaching 
is watching a variety 
of personalities merge 
to come together as a 
team. When I look back, 
the people I’ve coached 
are physicists, doctors, 
teachers, journalists 
and many other exciting 
professions. It’s neat to 
see how successful they 
are,” Ms. Silberling said.

 Winning team 
members were seniors 
Frank Muscara, captain; 
Jamie Wang and Sean 
Limlaw, junior Asad Butt 
and alternate, senior 
Alanna Durkin. Other 
senior members include 
Robert Bechtel, Hunter 
Rulavage, Joseph Kurtek 
and Zachariah Hnesh.
 “This is just a sign that 
the more you play the 
game, the better you get. 
Frank, Jamie and Asad 
played since they were 
freshmen, Alanna joined 
as a sophomore and 
Sean joined as a junior,” 
Ms. Silberling said.
 Even after winning 
the county match, the 
members were still 
hungry for competition 
and are hoping to 

capture a victory at the 
state level.
 “Winning counties for 
Quiz Team was great. 
Many of our matches 
were really close, 
especially Pine Grove 
and Blue Mountain, but 
we pulled wins off. We 
hope to win at states as 
well,” Wang said.
 Representing the 
Schuylkill Intermediate 
Unit 29, the five, plus 
another member who is 
still undecided, will travel 
to Harrisburg April 25 for 
the state competition. 
 The event will be held 
at the Capitol. The team 
ranked tenth in last year’s 
contest. Beginning at 9 
a.m., it will be televised 
via the Pennsylvania 
Cable Network.
 This is the last year for 
this group to compete. 
The team will suffer a 
loss of members next 
year.
 “I never remember 
when a team lost eight 
players. We’ve always 
only lost two or three,” 
Ms. Silberling said.
 Any students 
interested in joining Quiz 
Team are able to contact 
Ms. Silberling or any 
team member.
 “It’s not necessarily 
the person with all ‘A’s.’ 
A lot of the time it’s 
people who read a lot, 
have varied knowledge 
or an interest in a specific 
subject that contribute 
the most,” Ms. Silberling 
said.

By: Kate Zimmerman

PAHS Senior

Computer Fair winners
Senior Katie Zwiebel earned 
first place honors in the 
Graphic Design category at 
the IU 29 Regional Computer 
Fair. Sophomore Sean Brennan 
received third place in Text-
Based Desktop Publishing. 
Zwiebel will compete at the 
state level May 20 at Dickinson 
College.
Journalists earn honors
In the 2008 Gold Circle 
Competition sponsored by the 
Columbia Scholastic Press As-
sociation of Columbia Univer-
sity, several PAHS publications 
editors won awards. The Gold 
Circles are a nationwide con-
test in which one first, second 
and third are given and three 
Certificates of Merit.
 The winners include:
• 2007 graduates John E. 
Jones IV and Thomas Guasta-
vino, second place for General 
Use of Typography Throughout 
Magazine, Expression Through 
Creativity.
•  John E. Jones IV, Thomas 
Guastavino, Mindy Hoopes, 
Certificate of Merit for Title 
and Contents page Design for 
Magazine, Expression Through 
Creativity. 
•  Samantha Wertz, Certificate 
of Merit for Entertainment 
Review, “Copacabanna,” Tide 
Lines. 
•  John E. Jones IV and Kelsey 
Walters, third place for Color 
Spread,  “Under the Lights,” 
Hi-S-Potts Yearbook.
•  John E. Jones IV and 2007 
Hi-S-Potts Sports Staff, second 
place, Mini Magazine on 
Crimson Tide Football Season, 
Hi-S-Potts yearbook.
•  Seniors Art DiCasimirro and 
Joseph Kurtek, third place for 
tabloid opinion page design, 
“Between the Lines,” Tide 
Lines Newspaper.
Governor’s School
 Junior Amarpreet Ahluwalia 
was accepted to both the 
Governor’s School for the 
Sciences to be held June 29-
August 2, at Carnegie Mellon 
University and the Governor’s 
School for Health Care to be 
held on June 25-July 26, at the 
University of Pittsburgh.

PHOTO BY KATIE ZWIEBEL

CHAMPIONS  — Quiz Team members that will be competing in the state contest include: FRONT 
ROW:  Asad Butt, Jamie Wang, Frank Muscara, Sean Limlaw; BACK ROW:  Alanna Durkin. 
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By: Jill Matz
  PAHS Sophomore

WEAVING  — With materials 
in hand, several workshop 
participants from the Lengel 
enrichment group begin 
their basket projects. Ms. 
Tina Barrows, a basketry 
artist,  explains the next 
step in the weaving 
process and demonstrates 
technique for the attentive 
group of eighth grade 
students. The participants 
learned history and 
math as well through the 
demonstration and the 
projects.

M.A.G.I.C. helps students learn and build self-confidence

An innovative program 
to help pupils build 

self-confidence has been 
instituted at the Lengel 
Middle School. This 
program, called Multi 
Activities Generating 
Individual Capabilities, 
more commonly known 
as M.A.G.I.C, is run by 
faculty member Mr. Phil-
lip Markovich. He acts as 
the Site Coordinator and 
has 22 teachers helping 
him with the new after 

school activity. 
 “Originally, a grant 
entitled 21st Century 
Community Learning 
Centers After School 
Programs, created 
funding for schools to 
offer academic support, 
enrichment, recreation, 
technology and life 
skills for any student 
willing to commit a few 
hours after school,” Mr. 
Markovich said.
 This institution was 
set up to contribute to 
raising children’s self-
confidence as well as 

academic performance.
 M.A.G.I.C. was started 
not only to help pupils 
achieve higher scores 
in school, but also to 
prevent them from going 
home to an empty house. 
 “Many of our students 
go home to households 
that do not have their 
parents returning from 
work until 5 or 6 p.m. The 
students may not have 
anything to do except 
watch TV. Sometimes 
homework may be the 
last thing they will want to 
do. We stress academics 

first,” Mr. Markovich said.
 Those involved in 
M.A.G.I.C. appreciate 
that their parents enrolled 
them in the activity for 
many different reasons.
 “I am happy my 
parents signed me up 
for it because I thought 
I would enjoy it and it 
turned out that it was re-
ally fun,”  Anthony Alves, 
seventh grader, said.
 Besides receiving help 
with school, the mem-
bers participate in physi-
cal activities, and also 
advance their knowledge 

in art, civics/government, 
safety, history, math, 
reading, science and 
technology. 
 “I enjoy [M.A.G.I.C.] 
because it gives me 
homework help and 
something to do,” Devin 
Neiswender, eighth 
grader, said.
  Another area students 
gained knowledge in was 
caring for others. 
 “[I have learned] how 
to get along with others 
and to help my friends,” 

By: Jen Davis
  PAHS Sophomore

Art of basketweaving teaches and inspires creativity

Recently, students in 
the middle school 

Enrichment Program and 
members of the Family 
and Consumer Sciences 
Club participated in a 
workshop instructed by 
basketry artist Ms. Tina 
Barrows of Ottsville, 
Pennsylvania.
 The morning of March 
17 and the afternoon of 
March 18, the partici-
pants were excused from 
classes to be taught the 
basket weaving ways 
of Barrows. They were 
taught to construct two 
types of Cherokee bas-
kets — the round and the 
heart-shaped. Students 
also added personal 
touches, such as initials, 
designs and extra colors.
 “It was interesting to 
learn the art of basket 
weaving. I enjoyed weav-
ing baskets like those of 
the Native Americans,” 
Jessica Davis, eighth 
grader, said.
 The workshop acted 
as both a fun and an 
educational experience 
for students.
 “Through the work-

shop, I gained a lot of 
patience and strength. 
I learned how to weave 
different ways, made 
new friends, and enjoyed 
the other baskets that 
Mrs. Barrows showed 
us,” Melissa Matina, 
sixth grader, said.
 March 18 and 19, the 
fifth grade classes and 
Mrs. Jane Billig’s Life 
Skills Class were educat-
ed about baskets, many 
from the personal collec-
tion of Barrows. Barrows 
described the colors, 
shapes, sizes and uses 
of the materials used in 
making the baskets. She 
also helped the students 
to connect schoolwork 
with the baskets through 
math and history.
 “Mrs. Barrows taught 
how the baskets were 
used during the colonial 
times,” Davis said.
 This workshop was 
arranged through the 
Artist-in-Education 
Program through the 
Schuykill County Council 
for the Arts. Additional 
help was provided by 
former teachers Miss 
Susan Runkle, Mrs. 
JoAnne Doyle and Miss 
Catherine Heim.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CATHERINE HEIM

See M.A.G.I.C. p. 3
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Dr. James T. GallagherDr. James T. Gallagher

Jodecie Hook, fi fth 
grader, said.
 To take a break from 
doing schoolwork, 
student participate in 
recreational activities, 
 “In my opinion [the fun-
nest part of this program] 
is when we go to the 
gym,” Neiswender said.
 Learning food prepa-
ratory skills and how to 
eat healthy were also 
important areas in which 
participants received 
instruction. 
 “My favorite part of 
the program is when we 

make snacks,” Shyanne 
Lipsky, sixth grader, 
said.
 Students also go on 
educational fi eld trips to 
zoos, aquariums, mu-
seums, parks and local 
points of interest. The 
program provides vari-
ous forms of intellectual 
stimulation.
 The M.A.G.I.C. pro-
gram is open from 3:15 
to 5:15 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday. It is 
available to youngsters 
in fi fth through eighth 
grades.

M.A.G.I.C.

PHOTO BY MAX SHIREY

ASSIST  
— During 
the M.A.G.I.C. 
after school 
program, Mrs. 
Joann Weres 
helps pupils 
with their 
homework. 
Mrs. Weres 
also provides 
physical 
activities 
for the 
participants.

Dear Members of the Community,

As we approach the end of the school year and the 
pleasant weather is upon us, I believe that it is impera-

tive that we, as responsible members of the school district 
and surrounding community, recognize that we face an 
enormous problem in the underage substance abuse situ-
ation as it exists in our county.
 In the fall of 2005 the Schuylkill County Drug and 
Alcohol Commission conducted the Pennsylvania Youth 
Survey to 3,913 6th, 8th and 10th grade students in the 
twelve Schuylkill County school districts. Coordinated by 
the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency 
(PCCD), the data that was recently revealed was alarming.
 When asked about alcohol use within the last 30 days, 
5.1% of 6th grade students in our county replied affi rma-
tively. When eighth grade students were asked the same 
question, 22.6% answered affi rmatively, and 47.7% of 
10th graders responded affi rmatively as well.
 Another question on the survey addressed “lifetime use” 
of alcohol. An eye-opening 65.6% of the surveyed stu-
dents admitted to using alcohol at some time in their lives.
 Compared to the state average of 58.8%, this fi gure 
should raise the collective eyebrows of the educational 
and parental community in Schuylkill County.
 According to researcher and New York Times contribu-
tor, Nicholas Bakalar (October 3, 2006), parents are in the 
dark. His article, “Adolescence: When Young People Use, 
Parents Seldom Know,” shows the results of 591 surveyed 
adolescents between the ages of 12 and 17 about their 
drug and alcohol use and then questioned at least one of 
their parents about what he or she thought his/her children 
were using.

 The data presented concludes that 54.4% of teens ad-
mitted to some lifetime use of alcohol; however only 30% 
of their parents believed that their children had ever had a 
drink.
 He continued that 23.6% of the teens admitted to hav-
ing been intoxicated while only 8.1% of the parents knew 
about it.
 While 23% of the teens admitted to using marijuana, 
only 13.2% of their parents were aware of it.
 Senior author of the study, Dr. Laura J. Bierut, stated, 
“Parents of 12 to 13-year-olds had the lowest rate of 
knowledge. That’s worrisome because there is good evi-
dence that the younger you start to use substances, the 
more likely you are to develop addiction.”
 “Children are not telling you about their drug use,” Dr. 
Bierut added. “You have to ask. If kids have access to 
drugs, they use them, and most parents are clueless.”
 Numbers don’t lie. We have a serious problem of under-
age substance abuse in our county. It is incumbent upon 
us as parents and educators to be vigilant, to carefully 
monitor the activities of our children, to know where they 
are at all times, and to require that they check in frequent-
ly.
 Children are our most precious commodity. Together let 
us do all that we can to protect their precious lives.

Very truly yours,

Parents and educators need to work together to protect our children
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Recently, seventh 
grade students at 

the middle school were 
given the opportunity to 
meet and discuss issues 
with several local high 
ranking officials. Given 
the chance to interview 
Pottsville Mayor John 
D.W. Reilly, City Council-
man James Muldowney, 
Federal Judge John E. 
Jones III and Schuylkill 
County Court of Com-
mon Pleas Judge Cyrus 
Palmer Dolbin, students 
relished the experience to 
have their most pressing 
questions answered.
 “I learned a lot more 
about government and I 
got to meet three great 
people,” Jacob Tarconish 
said.
 The Civics Day as-
sembly, organized by 
Mr. James Toomey and 
the Lengel School Social 
Studies Department, took 
place March 13. 
 “The program originally 
started five years ago 
because we felt that we 
lacked education on gov-

ernment. We wanted to 
educate students about 
citizenship and give 
them some background 
information on govern-
ment,” Mr. Toomey said.
 Prior to the Civics Day 
assembly, several of 
Mr. Toomey’s students 
were given the oppor-
tunity to attend Mayor 
Reilly’s State of the City 
address. 
 “At the time, we were 
learning  about the three 
branches of govern-
ment, the Executive, 
Legislative and Judicial 
branches. Since Mayor 
Reilly represents the 
executive branch of the 
city, we were given the 
opportunity to hear his 
speech,” Caitlin Good-
man said.
 By attending the 
address, the pupils 
learned about the kinds 
of issues and improve-
ments being dealt with 
in Pottsville. 
 “In his speech, Mayor 
Reilly talked about what 
the fire department had 
been doing to keep 
our city safe. He also 
mentioned the vacant 

buildings that are be-
ing taken down for the 
safety of Pottsville,” 
Raeff Dolbin said.
 After listening to his 
address and briefly 
spending some time 
with Mayor Reilly 
himself for questions, 
the class found that 
they understood the 
functioning of their city 
government.
 “We learned more 
about the city than we 
ever knew before we 
attended the Mayor’s 
address. We learned 
where exactly our mon-
ey goes when we give 
it to the city and how 
that money is spent on 
improving Pottsville,” 

Olivia Spece said. 
 Taking the students 
to the State of the City 
address sparked the 
students’ interest in the 
government at a local level, 
leaving them with several 
questions for the future 
assembly.  
  “I wanted the kids in-
volved in our civics course 
so that they are ready when 
they hit government class 
in high school. By taking 
them to the State of the 
City address, they were 
able to get involved in the 
study of government. It 
also taught them what they 
can do for their city as citi-
zens,” Mr. Toomey said. 

”

“ 

Caitlin Goodman
LENGEL SEVENTH GRADER

At the time, we 
were learning  

about the three 
branches of 
government, 

the Executive, 
Legislative 

and Judicial 
branches. Since 

Mayor Reilly 
represents 

the executive 
branch of the 
city, we were 

given the 
opportunity to 

hear his speech.

By: Amanda Markovich &             
      Joseph Kurtek

  PAHS Seniors

Lengel pupils meet with local government 

PHOTOS BY SHANE CONVILLE & NATASHA WOISKI

ATTENTION —  Listening to the State of 
the City address at the Majestic Theater, 
seventh grade social studies students 
from D.H.H. Lengel Middle School learn 
more about the executive branch of the 
local government. 

ADDRESS  —  After attending Pottsville’s 
State of the City Address, D.H.H Lengel 
Middle School seventh grade students 
stand with Mayor John D.W. Reilly for 
a picture so they can remember their 
educational field trip.

See GOVERNMENT p. 5
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ASK — Seventh grade student Paige Guers steps up to the microphone 
at the Civics Day assembly to ask government officials the questions 
she had prepared earlier in the week. All students participating in the 
Civics Day assembly were given the opportunity to prepare and ask 
questions. 

ANSWER —  Mr. James Toomey begins the Civics Day assembly as he 
introduces the Honorable Judge John E. Jones III. Judge Jones was one 
of many government officials present  in order to answer the questions 
of the students, expanding their education. 
PHOTOS BY JOHN FLANIGAN

 As the date of the 
assembly approached,  
students spent time  
formulating questions  
which they wanted local 
politicians to answer.
 “We started making 
questions for the legisla-
tors early in the week 
and we’ve been learning 
about government for 
several weeks,” Maeve 
Cortese said. 
 The assembly started 
off with an introduction 
by the officials in which 
they gave the seventh 
graders a brief descrip-
tion of their duties and 
their personal back-
ground. After learning 
where the leaders were 
educated and what their 
duties included, students 
participated in a question 
and answer session that 
lasted about 70 minutes.
 Questions ranged from 
local issues such as the 
road projects to national 
issues such as illegal im-
migration and intelligent 
design. While Marion 
Kemfort was interested in 
how many terms a mayor 
could serve, Gregory 
Revenis wanted to know 
if the Pottsville Maroons 

were going to get their 
National Football League 
title back.
 “I was interested in the 
Pottsville Maroons be-
cause I think we deserve 
the title,” Revenis said.
 Throughout the pre-
sentation, the legislators 
emphasized the impact 
of health care on govern-
ment and the financial 
dilemmas they face.
 “The number one 
issue in all cities across 
the country is health 
care,” Mayor Reilly said.
 Students also had 
many questions about 
exactly how the govern-
ment operated. While 
Taylor Stoller questioned 
the Mayor about whether 
he had the right to veto 
legislation from the city 
council, Paige Guers 
inquired about what the 
most challenging part of 
the job was.
 Several pupils were 
also curious about 
whether any of Judge 
Jones’ cases had gone 
before the United States 
Supreme Court. Judge 
Jones then told the 
seventh grade pupils a 
brief story of a ruling he 
had made dealing with 
the “Got Milk” ads that 

had reached the U.S. 
Supreme Court.
 Students also won-
dered what encouraged 
the officials to seek public 
office.
 “Actually, back in 2000, 
I was appointed to fill my 
son’s unexpired 
term. I wanted 
to fulfill my son’s 
dreams. Also, 
as a lifelong 
resident, I wanted 
to see the city 
progress,” Mayor 
Reilly said.
 This assembly, 
which has be-
come an annual 
event, as well 
as the trip to the 
State of the City 
Address, is used 
to help students 
learn more about 
their government. 
During seventh 
grade, students 
learn about 
ancient civiliza-
tions in social 
studies class. 
Learning about 
the democracy of 
Ancient Greece, 
seventh graders 
get to make real 
life connections 
between primi-

tive forms of government 
and the United States’ 
governmental policies. 
 While the assembly’s 
main focus was to 
educate students 
about the functions of 
government, the middle 

officials as part of a citizenship project
school classes also 
gained knowledge 
of current policies 
instituted by the 
legislators to improve 
the quality of life 
for citizens such as 
themselves. 

GOVERNMENT
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Youngsters celebrate reading on Dr. Seuss’ birthday
By: Jennifer Davis

PAHS Sophomore

Read Across America 
Day celebrates the 

birthday of the fa-
mous childrenʼs author 
Theodore Seuss Geisel 
— better know as Dr. 
Seuss. In light of March 
2, children across the 
country read books in 
class, both written by Dr. 
Seuss and other authors.
 On February 27, stu-
dents and faculty of the 
John S. Clarke Elemen-
tary Center celebrated 
Read Across America 
Day early, for this year it 
fell on a Sunday. Teach-
ers and guest readers 
from the community read 
to the classes. Mem-
bers of the high school 
Enrichment Program 
embarked on a trip to the 

Elementary Center to act 
as readers also.
 Leaving class early, the 
Enrichment students were 
assigned classrooms in 
each grade and visited 
each room to read the 
books given to them by 
the teachers.
 “Read Across America 
Day gives 
us the op-
portunity 
to volun-
teer and 
entertain 
the students 
and teach-
ers at John 
S. Clarke,” 
sophomore 
Taia Bach-
man said.
 Coordi-
nated by 
Ms. Sherrill 
Silberling 

and Ms. Kristyn Case, 
this is the eleventh 
year that Read Across 
America has been 
commemorated in the 
Pottsville Area School 
District.
 “High school students 
assume the respon-
sibility of spreading a 

SHARE —  On Read 
Across America Day, 
freshman Greg Merrick 
reads excerpts from 
“To Think That I 
Saw It On Mulberry 
Street” to Mrs. Regina 
Freiler’s first grade 
class. “Reading to the 
kids was great. They 
really seemed to enjoy 
it because they were 
laughing and smiling 
throughout, and for 
them, a few minutes of 
reading can make their 
day,” Merrick said.

love for reading. In an 
era in which reading is 
viewed as superfluous, I 
hope older students are 
reminded that reading 
stimulates imagina-
tion, emotion and pure 
thinking as nothing else 
does,” Ms. Silberling 
said.

 The high school students 
enjoyed the experience 
because of the enthusiasm  
of their young audience. 
 “I enjoy Read Across 
America because I like to 
read to the classes. It is not 
only fun for the elementary 
students, but also for me, 
as well,” Bachman said.
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PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elemen-tary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:   621-2962
• Academic Center:  621-2900

PASD Calendar

Wavelengths 
Staff

• Katie Zwiebel
   PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief
   
•  Katelynn 
   Hranchock
   PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief

28 — JSC Kinder-
garten Show
29 — JSC Fun Day
30  — Commence-
ment, 8 p.m.
30  — Last Day of 
School
30  — Report 
Cards distributed 
at JSC and Lengel; 
High school report 
cards will be 
mailed

ATTENTION —  With the pupils in Ms. Mindy Whitaker’s class paying close attention, Taia 
Bachman animatedly presents the story of “A House for Hermit Crab” for the youngsters while 
Brady Wile, dressed in his Dr. Seuss hat,  keeps Mrs. Mary Fetterolf’s first grade class enthralled 
as he reads for a community service project conducted by the high school Enrichment students.

PHOTOS BY MAX SHIREY AND STEPHEN KURTZ

ENRICHMENT —  Three Pottsville Area High School students share their love of reading in 
honor of Read Across America Day. Freshman Geoff Heller, sophomore Sabrina Saunders 
and senior Jamie Wang enjoyed reading their favorite Seuss books to the younger fans.

May
5-16 — AP Exam 
Weeks
13 — Lengel Band 
Concert 7 p.m., 
Lengel Auditorium
15  — Lengel Choral 
Concert 7 p.m., at 
PAHS 
16  — PASD Art 
Show 6 - 9 p.m. at 
JSC
21 — Lengel 8th 
Grade Talent Show 
6 - 9 p.m.
22  — PAHS Stage 
Band/Schuylkill 
County Big Band 
Concert 7:30 p.m., 
at PAHS
25  — Class Day 
1 p.m.; Baccalaure-
ate 7:30 p.m.
27  — Evening of 
Scenes and Songs 
by PAHS Choral and 
Drama Departments, 
7:30 p.m. at PAHS
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Lengel students honored for math expertise, excellence
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CALCULATE — Members of the D.H.H. Lengel MathCounts team won first place in the county for 
their team competition and several students also placed individually. FRONT ROW:  Taylor Englert, 
Kevin Wang, Devon Mates, Brianna Englert. BACK ROW: Dominick Direnzo, Jacob Tarconish, 
Allison Darhun, Nicole Stephens.

By:  Becky Sponenburg

PAHS Sophomore

Each year, several 
students from D.H.H. 

Lengel Middle School 
are selected to partici-
pate in MathCounts, an 
annual math competition 
conducted at both the 
county and state levels. 
 This year, eight pupils 
in seventh and eighth 
grades were chosen to 
represent their school 
based on their excel-
lence in this particular 
subject. 
 MathCounts members 
practiced problems and 
learned mini-lessons 
once every week after 
school with their coach, 
Mrs. Donna Skosnick. 
 “We practiced for the 
countdown round using 
a PowerPoint presenta-
tion on the Smartboard 
to simulate the real com-
petition,” Mrs. Skosnick 

said.
 “Learning advanced 
math from Mrs. Skosnick 
[was my favorite part of 
MathCounts] because 
we learned shortcuts that 
I can use in my regular 
classes,” Nicole Ste-
phens, seventh grader, 
said. 
 In the team competi-
tion, Kevin Wang, Jacob 
Tarconish, Dominick 
Direnzo and Brianna 
Englert placed first in the 
county. 
 Students also par-
ticipated in individual 
“Countdown Rounds.” 
Winners of this speed 
competition were: 
DiRenzo, second place; 
Wang, fourth place; and 
Tarconish, sixth place.
 Because of their ex-
ceptional performance,  
the team was able to ad-
vance to the state level; 
however, results from 
this competition have not 
been received yet.
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