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By: Chelsey Culbert 
   
 PAHS Junior

For the first time ever, 
the Sketch Club held 

its very own professional 
gallery showing of 
student artwork. Held 
at the Lazy Dog Cafe in 
Minersville, the gallery 
showing was February 
15.
 “The Lazy Dog Cafe 
contacted the Pottsville 
Area High School Art 
Department about a 
possible show for the 
art students,” Mrs. Beth 
Pillus, art teacher, said.
 Selected students of 
Mrs. Pillus’ painting class 
displayed their works of 
art at the exhibit.
Students, along with the 
titles of their artworks, 
included Megan 
Brossman, “Lakeside 
Retreat;” Asad Butt, 
“Jungle Waterfall;” 
Hannah Cappella, 
“Snowfall;” Kingsly 
Chaney, “Dockside at the 
Lake;” Rachel Holloway, 
“Ablutions;” Chelsea 
Keip, “Night Reflections;” 
Gloria Keyes, “View 
of Pottsville;” Hilary 
Leiby, “Cartwheel on 
the Beach;” and Delilah 
Miske, “Woodland Trail.”
 These nine students 
were carefully chosen by 
the Art Department with 
artistic talents, skills and 
abilities in mind.
 “We chose the 
completed works 
of students that 
demonstrated a high 

degree of technique and 
color mixing,” Mrs. Pillus 
said.
 Since the student 
gallery showing at the 
Lazy Dog Cafe was the 
first ever for Pottsville 
students and faculty, 
it proved an enjoyable 
experience for those 
involved.
 “It was great to see the 
work of other students in 
our art classes,” Cappella 
said. “I enjoyed admiring 
all the pieces — we have  
many talented students 
in our school.”
 Other teens whose 
work was featured in 
the show agreed that 
the opportunity was a 
positive one.
 “I thought the 

Middle schoolers jump 
rope for heart health
In recognition of 
the American Heart 
Association’s “Jump 
Rope for Heart” program, 
physical education students 
at D.H.H. Lengel spent the 
opening minutes of their 
gym classes jumping rope.
 “Jump Rope for Heart” 
is a national fundraising 
program meant to teach 
young students about 
community service while 
they raise money for heart 
and stroke research.

“Flip the Switch” 
educates about 
Classrooms for the Future
A demonstration entitled 
“Flip the  Switch” will be 
held May 15 at PAHS. It 
is designed to illustrate 
to the community and 
officials how technology 
is being incorporated into 
the classroom through the 
Classrooms for the Future 
project.
 Attendees of “Flip 
the Switch” will have 
the opportunity to tour 
the school building and 
to observe classroom 
demonstrations of the new 
technology items.
 Classrooms for the 
Future is designed to utilize 
technology to change 
educational instruction 
in English, math, science 
and social studies 
classrooms, and to increase 
student attendance and 
achievement. 
 PAHS used the grant 
money it received for this 
school year to purchase 
200 Lenovo Think Pad 
student computers, nine 
faculty computers and 
10 Polyvision interactive 
whiteboards and projectors 
for the classrooms. 
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gallery show was a fun 
experience, and the fact 
that my artwork was on 
display made it even 
better,” Butt said.
 One artist in particular 
has had experience in 
presenting her artwork, 
but agrees that the 
gallery show at the 
Lazy Dog Cafe was a 
memorable experience.
 “I have had my art 
on display many times 
before, but I thought 
the show was a great 
opportunity,” Keyes said. 
“It was nice that the 
painting classes could 
have their own special 
exhibit.”
 The gallery show made 
it possible for many 
of the young artists to 

display their works of art 
publicly for the first time.
 “The opportunity 
to participate in a 
professional art show is 
one of the most exciting 
experiences that a 
student artist will ever 
have, and it was possible 
because the Lazy Dog 
Cafe supports the arts,” 
Mrs. Pillus said. “Without 
its support, we never 
would have been able to 
accomplish this. Friends, 
parents, family and 
faculty who attended the 
event helped make it a 
very special afternoon.”
 The show was such a 
success that the artists 
are scheduled for another 
gallery showing in March 
2010. 

EXHIBITION — With 
classmates looking 
on, sophomore Delilah 
Miske listens as 
Mrs. Beth Pillus, art 
teacher, discusses 
her artwork. The art 
exhibit was held by the 
Lazy Dog Cafe. Miske 
joined eight other 
art students chosen 
by the teachers in 
the Art Department. 
They displayed and 
explained the paintings 
they created in class 
to friends, family 
members and faculty 
who gathered at the 
cafe for the occasion.

PHOTO BY COLLIN LEIBY
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Eight students attend Young Men’s Futures Symposium
By: Alyssa Curnow 

PAHS Junior

Ecology Club strives to educate community for Earth Day

The Ecology Club 
took on a huge task 

— making the student 
body aware of different 
community events to 
improve the environment.
 From bulletin boards 
including information 
highlighting how to 
reduce one’s carbon 
footprint to conducting 
homeroom activities, the 
Ecology Club worked to 
increase environmental 
awareness and instill 
student involvement.
 Continuing a tradition 
they have had for many 
years, members of the 
club will plant seedlings 
at the site of Sharp 
Mountain Reclamation 
to encourage new tree 

growth. The date of 
planting, however, 
is dependent on the 
weather and rainfall.
 “Planting seeds 
at Sharp Mountain 
is always a lot of fun 
because it is a group 
effort and we’re creating 
a beautiful environment,” 
sophomore Kaitlyn Smith 
said.
 In preparation for 
Earth Day, a nationally 
celebrated holiday 
April 22, members 
of the Ecology Club 
participated in an activity 
with John S. Clarke 
Elementary Center 
students.
 “A week before April 
22, club members spent 
time with JSC students 
decorating market bags 

for Earth Day with clever 
motifs,” Mrs. Diana 
Beausang, club adviser, 
said. “Local markets 
supplied the brown 
bags and then the kids 
decorated. We returned 
the bags to the market, 
and they used them on 
Earth Day for bagging 
groceries.”
 On Earth Day, the 
members of the Ecology 
Club conducted a 
homeroom quiz in 
order to improve school 
awareness. Coupons 
were awarded to the 
winners and used in the 
cafeteria as a special 
bonus.
 “The goal for quizzing 
the homerooms on Earth 

PHOTO BY MAX SHIREY

DECORATE – In preparation for Earth Day, PAHS senior Katelyn 
Dalvet guides fourth grader Hailey Klinger as Klinger decorates 
a paper grocery bag. The bags that Klinger and her classmates 
decorated with art and catchy phrases were returned to grocery 
stores to be distributed and used on Earth Day.

By: Arielle Fisher
PAHS Senior

PHOTO BY MAX SHIREY

LEADERS — Participants in the Young Men’s Futures Symposium 
include: Front Row — sophomores John Centano and Tyler Luscan; 
Back Row — sophomores Ronald Gawley and Bradley Petchulis.

(See ARBOR DAY p. 4)

Drive. Perseverance. 
Confidence. The 

boys who attended the 
Young Men’s Futures 
Symposium learned the 
importance of these 
valuable attributes in the 
business world.
 Financed by 
community businesses, 

foundations and 
individuals, Junior 
Achievement, Inc., is an 
organization that aims 
to educate and inspire 
young people. 
 Working with three 
million United States 
students, as well as 
500,000 students in 
more than 80 other 
countries, Junior 

Achievement, Inc., 
incorporates several 
activities in order to 
provide students with 
beneficial skills. The 
program uses hands-on 
activities to display the 
operation of the business 
world and the effects it 
will have on the students, 
depending on their roles 
in society. 
 Established five 
years ago by Junior 
Achievement, Inc., the 
Young Men’s Futures 
Symposium aims to 
encourage young men in 
establishing career role 
models, as well as being 
open to non-conformist 
careers.
 “The conference 
was based upon 
perseverance, exploring 
options and achieving 
goals,” Mrs. Mary Beth 
Conville, guidance 
counselor, said.
 Eight male students 
who were members of 
either the sophomore 

or junior classes were 
randomly selected 
by counselors to 
attend the March 5 
symposium. They 
included sophomores 
John Centano, Ronald 
Gawley, Jakob Kerby, 
Tyler Luscan, Bradley 
Petchulis and Brandon 
Radziewicz and juniors 
Daniel Kleeman and 
Taylor Weigand. 
 “I was very fortunate 
to have been chosen to 
attend,” Kleeman said. 
“The conference was an 
unexpected opportunity 
that I appreciated, and 
I would recommend 
attending to anyone.”
 The symposium 
allowed the eight PAHS 
teens, as well as students 
from other schools, 
to meet successful 
businessmen from a 
number of backgrounds 
and experiences and to 
interact with young men 
who are in the same 
positions as they are. 

 In order to provide 
the students with the 
insight that is needed for 
successful futures, the 
conference consisted 
of various presentations 
and programs. 
 The panel 
presentations focused 
on the foundations 
of goal setting, first 
impressions and 
confidence development. 
Descriptions of various 
jobs in particular career 
areas and the education 
required to obtain each 
job were given to the 
participants. 
 In case the students 
had any questions about 
the job descriptions, the 
Mentorship Program was 
included. Each student 
was paired with a mentor 
who was able to answer 
his questions, as well 
as enlighten him on the 
ways of the “real world.”
 However, the pairs 

(See CONFERENCE p. 5)
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Dear Members of the Community,

Motivate your child to read this summer

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Local politicians speak to pupils during Civics Assembly
By: Chelsey Culbert 

PAHS Junior grade students, along 
with teachers Mr. 
James Toomey and Mr. 
Nicholas Sajone, had the 
opportunity to listen to 
State Representative Tim 
Seip and State Senator 
Dave Argall discuss their 
civic duties as part of 
the Pennsylvania state 
legislative body. 
 In order to prepare 
for the visit from 
Representative Seip 
and Senator Argall, Mr. 
Toomey had his classes 
prepare questions that 
they would like to ask the 
two politicians.
 “We asked what 
the difference was 
between Democrats and 

Republicans, and does 
[Senator] Argall think it’s 
right for all of the schools 
to come together to one,” 
Tiffany Zerbe, seventh 
grade student, said.
 After listening to the 
local politicians, some 
students were already 
thinking about their future 
right to vote.
 “When we get older, 
we can vote for them. 
They want to make our 
community better,” Taylor 
Repp, seventh grader,  
said.
  Mr. Toomey’s goals 
were for middle school 
pupils to be exposed 
to state government, to 
introduce state legislators 

to prospective voters and 
to differentiate between 
the country’s two major 
political parties. 
 Many of the seventh 
graders found the 
assembly to be 
both enjoyable and 
informative.
 “I enjoyed hearing 
about [the politicians] 
and what they think 
about what is going on 
in the world,” Alex Martz 
said.
 Following the program, 
Mr. Toomey believed 
the young pupils would 
benefit positively from 
it and perhaps hold a 
greater awareness of the 
American government 

system. 
 “Hopefully the students 
will have a sense of 
their responsibilities and 
duties as future members 
of the electorate 
and recognize how 
easily accessible their 
representatives are to 
them,” Mr. Toomey said.
 Senator Argall hoped 
that the assembly 
affected the way 
students view politics.
 “They are the future. 
I took a class in college 
that made me decide I 
wanted to be involved 
in politics. This might 
inspire someone to run 
for an office,” Senator 
Argall said.

At this time of the 
year, the parents of 

our student body are 
very involved in their 
children’s end-of-the-
year activities.  From our 

kindergarten show at John S. Clarke Elementary 
School to baccalaureate and commencement 
evenings at our high school, our parents loyally 
support their children in their many endeavors.  
At these events, parents frequently tell me how 
pleased they have been with their child’s perfor-
mance during the previous year, but they wonder 
what they could be doing at home during the 
next three months to keep their children aca-
demically challenged.  
 My answer is always the same – introduce 
them to the library.  If parents can instill in their 
children a love of reading at a very young age, 
they open the doors to many wonderful opportu-
nities.  Our avid readers are not only the students 
who attain an enviable grade point average but 

are also the students who perform the best on 
standardized tests, including the SATs.
 Parents sometimes confess to me that they do 
not know how to motivate their children to read.  
Every child is interested in something – baseball, 
bowling, girl scouts, drawing.  Whatever your 
child’s interest, there are books on your child’s 
reading level pertaining to that subject.  It may 
take a little while to locate the book, but our 
local librarians will be more than helpful to find 
something that your child will read. 
 Set a goal for your child this summer and help 
him/her reach it.  Take your child to the library 
and give him/her a gift that will last a lifetime, the 
pleasure of reading.
 With my best wishes for a relaxing, enjoyable 
and book-loving summer, I remain,

     Very Sincerely,

For the past five years, 
the civics assembly 

at DHH Lengel Middle 
School has played a 
major role in its “Civics 
Day,” when the students 
learn about how 
government works on a 
local and national level. 
 Each year, depending 
on what the students 
are studying, guests 
at the civics assembly 
program range from state 
representatives, mayors 
and councilmen to 
federal and local judges, 
lawyers and United 
States congressmen.
 This year, the seventh 
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“ Watching 
the Chamber 

Theatre’s 
‘Encore!!’ 

performance 
exposes the 
students to 
worldwide 
literature.

MISS CATHERINE 
HEIM

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
GIFTED ADVISER

Chamber Theatre visits middle school

For over 30 years, the 
Chamber Repertory 

Theatre has been 
together, and 20 of those 
years have been spent 
performing “Encore!!” 
This past March, the 
Chamber Theatre paid 
the D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School a visit.
 “Encore!!” is a play 
consisting of five short 
stories —  Edgar Allan 
Poe’s “The Tell-Tale 
Heart,” Washington 
Irving’s “The Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow,” 
W. W. Jacobs’ “The 
Monkey’s Paw,” Guy 
de Maupassant’s “The 
Necklace” and Mark 
Twain’s “The Celebrated 
Jumping Frog of 
Calaveras County.”
 To prepare for the 
Chamber Theatre’s 
performance, English and 
reading teachers at the 
middle school read and 
discussed the five stories 
with their classes.
  “Watching the 

Chamber Theatre’s 
‘Encore!!’ performance 
exposes the students 
to worldwide literature,” 
Miss Catherine Heim, 
middle school Gifted 
Program adviser, said.
 The Chamber Theatre 
travels throughout the 
country, performing at 
schools nationwide. 
This was the Chamber 
Theatre’s ninth visit to 
Pottsville, coming to 
the school every two 
years to bring classroom 
materials to life for 
seventh and eighth 
graders.
 Students in both 
grades and faculty 
members enjoyed the 
theatre’s play.
 “My favorite story 
had to be ‘The Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow;’ it 
had the most special 
effects,” eighth grader 
Jacob Tarconish said.
 But the Chamber 
Theatre was not just 
for the middle school 
students.
 Members of the high 
school’s Drama Club 

travelled to the middle 
school to help with the 
theatre’s preparations 
and setting up the stage 
in the auditorium.
 “The other volunteers 
and I helped with many 
things,” sophomore 
Chelsea Lucas said. 
“I helped unload and 
set up the actors’ 
costumes. I enjoyed 
seeing the interesting 
and even exotic 

materials used by the pros. 
Being able to help the 
theatre and then watch it 
perform was an amazing 
experience.”
 Overall, the performance 
was considered a hit.
 “Each of the stories 
was well-acted, and the 
costumes fit the characters 
perfectly,” Tarconish said. “I 
wish the Chamber Theatre 
would return for a spring 
performance.”

By: Jennifer Davis 
PAHS Junior

PERFORM  —  Anticipating an upcoming performance by the Cham-
ber Theatre, seniors Miranda Hahner and Gloria Keyes place a prop 
on the Lengel auditorium stage.

(Continued from page 2)
Day was to spread 
awareness for 
environmental issues. 
It gave incentive to 
have knowledge about 
the environment and 
recycling,” senior Alex 
Morris said. “Through 
this, our club hoped to 
provide everyone with a 
little knowledge about 
the world in which we all 
live.”
 Following Earth Day, 
April 24, Arbor Day, was 
celebrated at the Charles 
Baber Cemetery. There, 
club members took 
part in a tree dedication 
and planting ceremony, 
followed by a small 

presentation at the 
community gathering by 
the club members.
 The final event of the 
year will be the Bear 
Creek Festival to be 
held May 17. Members 
of the Ecology Club will 
hand out T-shirts and 
provide a clean water 
awareness activity for 
younger kids.
 However, the most 
important year-round 
activity that the 
club sponsored was 
recycling.
 The club placed 
recycling bins in every 
single classroom as 
well as the cafeteria to 
encourage students to 

recycle old papers and 
bottles.
 “Every Tuesday after 
school, as well as ‘on 
demand,’ the members 
collected recycled 
paper and took it to 
the Book Room. The 
custodians took the 
papers to the recycling 
dumpster which was 
located near the 
cafeteria doors,” Mrs. 
Beausang said.
 Although the Ecology 
Club was active 
throughout the year, the 
members considered 
April to be one of the 
most important months 
in causing students 
across the area to care 

about their community. The 
month provided multiple 
opportunities for pupils in 
the club to educate others 
about the environment. 
 The club will continue 
to work with students of 
all three schools in the 
Pottsville Area School 
District while utilizing 
different incentives to 
make the students want to 
improve their community.
 “Being a member of 
the Ecology Club is really 
important to me. Helping 
the community while being 
a part of such a strong 
organization has definitely 
made me realize the things 
I can do to improve my 
environment,” Morris said.

PHOTO BY NATASHA WOISKI

Arbor Day provides lessons about conservation
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Students prepare for AP Exams

Integral Calculus. 
Organic Chemistry. 

Persuasion and critiqu-
ing. Expansion of the Ot-
toman Empire. These are 
only a few of the many 
topics that students in 
select Advanced Place-
ment courses had to be 
familiar with by their test 
date in May.  
 Advanced Placement 
courses are freshman 
college level courses of-
fered to junior and senior 
students at Pottsville 
Area High School. They 
are taught at a much 
faster pace, and to allow 
for a review period, many 
teachers assign sum-
mer work for students. 
AP Calculus, AP Physics 
and AP World History 
are classes that require 
students to complete at 
least one or two units 
of work at home during 
summer vacation.
 In addition to this 
face-paced coursework, 
students had to be 
prepared for the rigorous 
and cumulative Ad-
vanced Placement tests 
taken at the beginning of 
May. The AP Tests are all 
similar in overall format 

and consist of a mul-
tiple choice and free-re-
sponse/essay section. To 
help students feel more 
comfortable with the 
style of test-taking and 
the types of questions 
asked by the college 
board, many AP teach-
ers gave their students 
practice multiple choice 
and free-response tests. 
 Mr. Robert Kempsey, 
AP U.S. History teacher, 
gave his classes a 
practice essay to do in 
class every three to four 
weeks, which allowed 
students to become 
accustomed to testing 
under time constraints.  
Mr. Dave Sterner used 
multiple choice tests in 
his AP Calculus class 
to help them feel more 
comfortable with a mul-
tiple-choice math test.
 In mid-March through 
April, most AP Classes 
began a review unit in 
which students com-
pleted practice tests and 
reviewed prior material. 
Many students found 
that this practice was 
beneficial, as it helped 
refresh material learned 
at the beginning of the 
year or over the summer. 
 “AP Classes give 
students in high school 

By: Amarpreet Ahluwalia

PAHS Senior

(Continued from page 2)
did not solely last for 
the duration of the 
conference. The mentors 
are now future links to 
the students for further 
questioning or job 
shadowing.
 The young men found 
the Mentorship Program 
to be helpful.
 “The Mentorship 
Program was extremely 
beneficial,” Weigand 
said. “Each mentor was 
very down to earth and 

explained the topics on 
our levels.”
 Similar to the 
Mentorship Program, 
the Facilitator 
Program allowed 
students to interact 
with a professional 
businessman. During 
this session, each 
professional aided the 
boys through the day’s 
activities.
 In addition to 
the programs and 
presentations, the 

teens also learned about 
personal finance and 
maintaining a budget. 
 “I had never been 
exposed to a money 
management plan 
before,” Luscan said. 
“The leaders provided 
us with tips that would 
be helpful in balancing 
mortgages, college funds, 
car loans and utilities.” 
 The Symposium 
concluded with an 
inspiring speaker, Nelson 
C. Lauver, a nationally 

syndicated journalist. 
He encouraged the 
attendees to dedicate 
themselves to their goals 
in order to prosper. 
 “The speech was the 
aspect of the conference 
that impacted me the 
most,” Weigand said. 
“The speaker explained 
how he came from 
nothing but worked hard 
and achieved substantial 
positions.”
 The Young Men’s 
Futures Symposium 

provided the sophomore 
and junior boys with 
valuable advice and 
insight. 
 “The young men 
learned that there are 
several opportunities 
available to them, and 
that they are ultimately 
the only ones who are 
able to take charge of 
their destinies,” Mrs. 
Conville said.
 A similar convention 
was held in the fall for 
female students.

an opportunity to work at 
a college pace. It is great 
exposure to time man-
agement as well as cu-
mulative testing,” senior 
Rebecca Derbes said.
 AP classes also of-
fered projects outside 
the needed core curricu-
lum. AP Language and 
Composition, taught by 
Mr. Lynn Bodenberg, had 
a large debate project for 
the members of the class. 
Students picked a contro-
versial topic, then argued 
opposing sides of the 
issue. After completion 
of the debate, students 
completed a documented 
persuasive essay describ-
ing their position on the 
issue.
 “The debate project 
was a great way to see 
how much work actually 
goes into creating a reso-
lution and designing an 
argument,” junior Sabrina 
Saunders said.
 Overall, these classes 
were extremely beneficial 
for any college-bound 
student.
 The tests were de-
signed to see a student’s 
overall understanding of 
both the theoretical and 
practical aspects of the 
subject.
 “AP tests are important 

Conference prepares pupils for future career possibilities

because they allow you 
to ‘test’ the knowledge 
you have collected of 
a subject throughout 
the year, and will also 
preview a college type 
testing format,” senior 
Joann Punn said.
 Students prepared for 
the test in a variety of 
ways, mainly by review-
ing material with peers 
and teachers. Several 
students also attempted 
online practice tests to 
become familiar with AP 
testing protocol.
 Senior Ashlee Vander-
Meer prepared for the AP 
Calculus test by review-
ing theory as much as 

possible in and out of 
class, and also doing 
several practice test 
problems every evening.
 Miss Jacquelyn 
Mitchell, who teaches 
AP Chemistry, said, 
“Advanced Placement 
coursework has two 
main goals: one is to 
successfully complete 
the AP Exam in May; 
and the second is to 
prepare students for the 
rigors of college work.” 
 As many teachers and 
parents agreed, anytime 
students were asked to 
work at a higher level, 
they benefitted from the 
experience. 

AP Courses Offered at PAHS

Art 
AP Studio Art

English 
AP Language and 
Composition
AP English Literature

Foreign Language 
AP Spanish

Mathematics 
AP Calculus AB

AP Calculus BC
AP Computer Science A

Science 
AP Biology
AP Chemistry
AP Physics B

Social Studies 
AP United States History
AP World History

Pottsville Area High School provides students with 
the opportunity to take 12 AP courses in six different 
academic departments.
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SCORE — After answering a vocabulary question correctly, freshman Anthony Iacobacci prepares to 
shoot a goal on a Wii video game system. In observance of National Foreign Language Week, Spanish 
students in Ms. Lauren Lewis’ class reviewed sports-related vocab words, with each correct answer 
earning the pupils a chance to play soccer for a Spanish team on the Wii.

PHOTO BY MAX SHIREY

The beginning of 
March marked not 

only the dawn of a 
new month, but also 
the start of National 
Foreign Language Week. 
This week was a time 
for students studying 
different languages 
to come together and 
celebrate the study of 
foreign languages as one. 
 “This week, we 
took three dominating 
nationalities, looked deep 
inside their cultures, 
and joined together to 
celebrate them as a 
whole,” junior Ashley 
Hermany, a German 3 
student, said.
 Each year a theme 
was chosen by Alpha 
Mu Gamma, the national 
collegiate foreign 
language honor society. 
This year’s theme was 
“Many Hands, Many 
Voices, One World.” 
 Students placed the 
theme on posters they 
created to be judged by 
the school’s language 
teachers. The chosen 
winners were given a 

cash prize. This year, 
first place went to Joann 
Punn, second place was 
Susan Cheng and third 
place was Correene 
Moriarity.
 At the beginning of 
the week, each language 
was given a day of 
celebration. On the 
announcements each 
morning, a student said 
the pledge of allegiance 
in his or her language of 
study and announced the 
top students in each level 
of their language.  
 March 2 was dedicated 
to the study of German. 
That morning senior 
Samantha Muscara 
announced the top 
students for each level 
of German. They were 
Alyssa Hoke in German 
1, Emily Soubik in 
German 2, Randi Dermo 
in German 3, and Sarah 
Hahner in German 4.
 The French language 
was honored March 3. 
On the announcements, 
senior Miranda Hahner 
revealed French’s top 
students: Arlyn Wested in 
French 1, Anna Lorence 
in French 2, Susan 
Cheng in French 3, and 
Rebecca Derbes in 

French 4. 
 Spanish was given 
March 4 as its day of 
acknowledgement. Arlyn 
Wested announced the 
top students for Spanish. 
Those students were 
Catherine Nadeau for 
Spanish 1, Randi Dermo 
for Spanish 2, Hannah 
Spece for Spanish 3, 
Christina Welikonich for 
Spanish 4, and Lorraine 

Mercado for AP Spanish. 
 Each club celebrated in 
a different way. German 
Club made appetizers for 
the teacher luncheon and 
they also helped serve 
food. The Spanish Club 
created T-shirts with the 
theme written across the 
front and made the main 
entree for luncheon. The 
high school’s French 
Club made crepes and 

served 
at the 
luncheon 
as well. 
 “The 
luncheon 
was a 
great way 
for all the 
language 
clubs to 
come 
together at 
one event 
and work 
together for 
a common 
cause. 
It really 
represents 
the week’s 

theme,” sophomore 
Meghan Hallick said.  
 Many foreign language 
students saw National 
Foreign Language Week 
as an important tool 
to spread awareness 
about other cultures. It 
not only gave other high 
schoolers insight on 
each language offered 
in the school, but also 
gave middle schoolers 
a chance to explore the 
different opportunities 
available to them once 
they reached high school. 
 “Foreign Language 
Week is important 
because it spreads 
awareness about other 
cultures not only to 
our language students, 
but also to those in our 
school who don’t study 
a language,” sophomore 
Anna Lorence said. 
 National Foreign 
Language Week has 
been a tradition in 
Pottsville Area School 
District for decades and 
a popular activity for all 
language students.PHOTO BY MAX SHIREY

CUT — Slicing pieces of 
chicken, freshman Zach 
Sullivan and junior Kimmy 
Barone prepare a dish 
for the faculty luncheon. 
Members of the Spanish 
Club contributed to Na-
tional Foreign Language 
Week festivities by cook-
ing entrees for the meal 
and by helping to serve 
the faculty members who 
attended the luncheon. 
They were joined by the 
French Club who baked 
desserts for the meal in 
addition to helping to 
serve the faculty.

Languages honored in high school
By: Genessa Lopez &
    Amanpreet Kaur

PAHS Sophomores
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November
4 —  Report card 
distribution all 
schools
5 —  PAHS National 
Honor Society 
Wavelengths Staff
• Samantha Muscara
   PAHS Senior
   Production 
   Editor-in-Chief
• Jennifer Davis
   PAHS Junior
   Editor-in-Chief

PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elementary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:   621-2962
• Academic Center:  621-2900

PASD Calendar

Wavelengths 
Staff

Fun Day
31 — Class 
Day 1 p.m.; 
Baccalaureate 
7:30 p.m.

June
1 — Commence-
ment 8 p.m. 
1 — Report cards 
distributed at JSC; 
Middle School and 
High School report 
cards will be mailed

• Samantha Muscara
   PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief
• Jennifer Davis
   PAHS Junior
   Editor-in-Chief
• Max Shirey
 PAHS Junior
 Photography
 Coordinator

May
12 — Lengel Beginner 
Band/Middle School 
Band Concert 7 p.m. 
at Lengel 
14 — Lengel Choral 
Concert at PAHS 
7 p.m.
15 — PASD Art Show 
6-9 p.m. at JSC
19 — Fourth grade 
Family Night at PAHS 
auditorium 7:30 p.m.
20 — Lengel 8th grade 
Talent Show 7:30 p.m.
21 — PAHS Stage 
Band/Schuylkill 
County Big Band 
Concert 7:30 p.m.
25 — Schools closed 
for Memorial Day
27 — Senior Farewell 
Assembly
27 — JSC 
Kindergarten Show 
27 — Evening of 
Scenes & Songs 
7:30 p.m.
29 — Lengel and JSC 

PHOTO BY MAX SHIREY

READ —  With elementary pupils paying close attention, fresh-
man Jenna Mickonis reads a short story in celebration of Read 
Across America Day.

By: Samantha Muscara
PAHS Senior

Literary tradition continues at JSC

I absolutely love reading 
to the students,” junior 

Taia Bachman said. 
“They are so entertaining, 
and I can tell how much 
they appreciate it.”
 March 2 has become 
a celebration for schools 
across the country, 
and John S. Clarke 
Elementary Center was 
no exception. Commonly 
known as Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday, teachers 
and students at JSC 
celebrated it as “Read 
Across America Day.”
 Teachers spent time 
tying Dr. Seuss into 
their daily agendas and 
classroom routines. 
Activities for younger 
classes included creating 
art work and studying 
word patterns that 
related to Dr. Seuss.
 “We spend the entire 

By: Jennifer Davis

PAHS Junior

week, from March 2 
to March 6, studying 
rhymes, making crafts 
and sounding out words 
and letters,” Mrs. Sofia 
Capone, kindergarten 
teacher, said.
 The high school’s 
Enrichment Program also 
made its annual trip to 
the Elementary Center to 
read Dr. Seuss works and 
other books of the same 
genre of children’s fiction 
to the kids.
 The students, ranging 
from freshmen to seniors, 
split up once inside the 
building and travelled 
to their designated 
classrooms, armed with 
a selection of stories and 
a smile. The younger 
students crowded around 
their guest readers and 
tuned in to the narrative 
stylings of the high 
school students.
 The enrichment 
students also recalled 

their own “Read 
Across America Day” 
experiences.
 “I remember ‘Read 
Across America Day’ 
when I was in the 
Elementary Center,” 
sophomore Greg Merrick 
said. “I liked it because it 
was a school-wide event 
and some of the teachers 
dressed the part, wearing 
props such as Cat in the 
Hat hats.”
 The faculty of JSC 
was very appreciative of 
their guest readers and 
enjoyed the visit just as 
much as their students.
 “The high school 
students do a great job, 
and the children love to 
hear the older students 
read to them,” Mrs. 
Capone said. “I like to 
tell my class that when 
they’re in the high school, 
one day they may return 
to the Elementary Center 
and read to a class, too.”

While the “Film-in-a-
Day” project is not 

a regular part of D.H.H. 
Lengel’s curriculum, the 
students involved in the 
gifted program were 
able to experience the 
media form first hand 
alongside a professional 
during the annual Artist 
in Residence program at 
the school.
 The students involved 
in the “Film-in-a-Day” 
process ranged from fifth 
to eighth grade. During 
this process, students 
spent the day filming a 
five to 10-minute video 
in which they acted out 
a “take your pet to class 
day.”
 The students had 
the opportunity to learn 
to use a video camera 
and the other video 

equipment.
 “Learning the process 
of working the camera 
was a unique experience. 
The film process was 
also very fun to learn,” 
sixth-grader Brooke 
Hanzok said.
 Mr. Rand Whipple, 
the artist in residence, 
returns every year 
to introduce new 
techniques to the 
students. This year he 
taught applications 
such as “iMovie” and 
“scrubbing.” Scrubbing, 
in particular, means to 
move a clip along frame-
by-frame.
 The students also 
had the chance to use 
animals in their mini-
movie. Hamsters and 
lizards were “released” 
throughout the school. 
 “I enjoyed learning 
from a professional like 

Rand Whipple. Working 
with the hamsters also 
made the process 
enjoyable and exciting,” 
sixth-grader Sarah 
Williams said.
 The gifted program 
adviser also finds the 
program an enjoyable 
learning experience.
 “I can always count 
on Rand Whipple for 
a fantastic, fun and 
educational experience 
for our kids. This 
project, ‘Film-in-a-Day,’ 
is a super vehicle to 
teach many video and 
technology skills as well 
as promoting creativity 
and teamwork,” Miss 
Catherine Heim, gifted 
adviser, said.
  With the help of Mr. 
Whipple, the students 
were able to produce a 
contest-worthy mini-
movie.

Gifted youngsters experience film

Languages honored in high school
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Envision a society in 
which one’s cultural 

background, skin color 
and religious preference 
are insignificant.
 This is the goal toward 
which members of the 
Schuylkill County Youth 
Conference dedicated 
themselves. 
 Unknown to 
most students, the 
organization was 
established to serve as 
a catalyst to promote 
cultural appreciation, 
understanding and unity. 
 Due to previous 
experience with the 
organization, Guidance 
Counselor Miss Michelle 
Grabusky was interested 
in participating as the 
adviser. 
 “I enjoy the position 
because it allows me 
to learn new ideas, 
as well as practices 

related to diversity from 
the students,” Miss 
Grabusky said.
 Members were 
selected by Miss 
Grabusky who sought 
several distinctive 
qualities in candidates. 
Students who displayed 
an interest in diversity 
and demonstrated 
leadership qualities 
caught her attention. 
After thorough 
consideration, she 
narrowed the club to 
nine students from each 
grade level.
 They have participated 
in events that challenged 
their intellect and allowed 
them to apply their 
beliefs, including a Fall 
Kickoff Conference in 
which they interacted 
within groups of students 
from all over the county. 
 The participants of 
the conference were 
required to present a 
final project at the Spring 

Conference which was 
held April 2 at Tamaqua 
Area High School. The 
school’s members 
decided to create a video 
presentation as their final 
project. The event also 
featured presentations 
from other teens from 
throughout the county.
 “The project was a 
great opportunity for 
students to get their 
feet wet in becoming 
advocates for their own 
beliefs, as well as basic 
human rights,” Miss 
Grabusky said.
 When considering 
an angle of diversity 
on which to base their 
project, the controversial 
YouTube video about the 
past presidential election 
held members’ focus. 
 The video featured 
residents racially 
degrading the 
presidential candidate 
Barack Obama.  The 
students felt that the 

By: Alyssa Curnow
PAHS Junior
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DIVERSITY 
— Participants 
in the Schuylkill 
Youth Conference 
include: Front 
Row — Randi 
Dermo and Susan 
Cheng; Back 
Row —  Crystal 
Berrios, Zach 
Sabaday and 
Adam Nothstein.

county was negatively 
represented. 
 “I do not believe 
that the videos were 
an accurate depiction 
of Schuylkill County 
— they were shocking 
and unexpected,” junior 
Crystal Berrios said. 
 The teens’ brief video 
presentation includes 
personal anecdotes and 

community interviews. 
They wished to inform 
viewers of the county’s 
positive attributes and to 
prove that not all county 
residents were biased.
 “Our goal was to 
convince residents that 
diversity is something 
that they must embrace,” 
freshman Zachary 
Sabaday said.
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