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Ecology Efforts

In recognition of Earth 
Day April 22, members of 
the Ecology Club visited 
third and fourth grade 
classrooms the week of 
April 19 through 23 to 
discuss recycling and 
energy conservation. To 
promote these habits, the 
guest speakers presented 
their audience members 
with recycled brown 
paper bags, on which 
the elementary school 
students drew messages 
to convey the importance 
of energy conservation.
 “[The Ecology Club 
members] began with 
an open discussion 
about Earth Day and 
recycling,” Mrs. Diana 
Beausang, biology 
teacher and Ecology Club 
adviser, said. “Then the 
youngsters decorated 
their bags [and took 
them] home to their 
families to reinforce the 
idea of reusing grocery 
bags.”
 Two members of the 
Ecology Club also served 
as Schuylkill Keep It 
Pretty (SKIP) interns.
To raise environmental 
awareness, senior 
Chelsey Culbert and 
sophomore Kayla Leibel, 
Ecology Club President; 
hosted a Karaoke Bash 
April 25 at The Lazy 
Dog Coffeehouse in 
Minersville.
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For the second 
annual Pennsylvania 

Regional Middle School 
Computer Fair, students 
from D.H.H. Lengel 
Middle School put 
their skills to the test 
competing in categories 
ranging from graphic 
design to digital movies. 
 “The category I 
competed in for the 
Computer Fair was 
‘Desktop Publishing.’ 
After the Computer Fair 
logo was introduced to 
my class, I thought it 
looked like fun. I read 
the website and thought 
‘Desktop Publishing’ was 
perfect because I love to 
draw and my best friend 
loves to write,” Destiny 
Lucas said. 
 Though it was only 
their second time 
competing in the fair, 
many pupils from Mr. 
Jonathan Hughes’ 
computer class left 
the competition with 
awards and promises to 
participate again in the 
near future. 
 “I competed with 
Haley (Reppert) in the 
Computer Fair. I think 
what motivated us 
the most was that we 
wanted to represent the 
7th grade,” Bethany 
Hollenbush said. 
 Having won contests 
within their grade 
sections, participants 
representing D.H.H. 
Lengel included: Derek 

Aguila, Emily Brinich, 
Morgan Brothwell, 
Shelby Cicero, Brevyne 
Devonish, Angie Fietz, 
Rebecca Gelbutis, 
Michaela Holloway, 
Edward Hossler, William 
Hossler, Summer Moyer, 
Haley Reppert, Taylor 
Shaak, Shane Smith, 
Nathias Vengen, Halie 
Whalen-Maurer, Lucas 
and Hollenbush. 
 “It was a fun and 
super busy day, but it 
was well worth it. The 
breakout sessions were 
a little boring, but also 
interesting. It (Computer 
Fair) was sort of how we 
expected it to be since 
we heard so about what 
was going to happen,” 

Reppert said.   
 In the category “Digital 
Movie,” Brothwell won 
second place. Shaak, 
Fietz and Cicero also 
took home second place 
trophies for their entries 
in “Graphic Design.” 
  Bringing home first 
place trophies were 
Hollenbush and Reppert 
under the category for 
“Logo,” Moyer and Lucas 
in “Desktop Publishing,” 
Devonish in “Graphic 
Design,” Ed Hossler and 
Will Hossler in “Web 
Page Design,” Aguila 
in “Digital Movie,” and 
Brinich in “Multimedia 
Presentations.” 
 “My experience 
winning an award at the 

Computer Fair was the 
most exciting thing I ever 
did. I felt like I was going 
to cry when they first 
announced Summer’s 
and my name. It was so 
exciting,” Lucas said. 
 First place recipients in 
the Regional Computer 
Fair will compete at 
Dickinson College for 
state honors at the 
Pennsylvania Middle 
School Computer Fair 
May 26. 
 “Their hard work 
paid off. At state level 
there will be a lot more 
competition. Students 
will have to show a lot 
more determination and 
put forth more effort to 
win it,” Mr. Hughes said. 

DESIGN — Winners from the Regional Middle School Computer Fair display their awards. Par-
ticipants in the event included: Front Row — Summer Moyer, Destiny Lucas and Will Hossler.  Row 
2 —  Derek Aguila, Emily Brinich, Edward Hossler and Rebecca Gelbutis. Back Row — Mr. Jonathan 
Hughes, adviser, Bethany Hollenbush, Haley Reppert, Nate Smith, Karlie Janowski and Nathias Vengen.

Photo by Kaitlyn Smith
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Dear Members of the Community,

Motivate your child to read this summer

Dr. James T. Gallagher
Superintendent

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Musicians play in Junior Schuylkill County Band Festival

By: Amber Berdanier 
PAHS Sophomore

School board members answer questions at assembly

By: Joshua Kovich
PAHS Sophomore

 Upon selection, the 
musicians immediately 
began practicing. 
Each received a folder 
containing the eight 
pieces of music to be 
practiced and perfected 
for an audition that took 
place on the first evening 
of rehearsals.
 “I thought the music 
was fun to play, but 
the songs were more 
challenging to play,”  
Zanis said.
 Selections from the 
concert included “Music 
from the opera “Carmen” 
and “Eternal Peaks,” 
a tonal poem about 
the Colorado Rocky 
Mountains.
 The culmination of the 
rehearsals was a concert 
held April17.

 Musicians are eligible 
to take part in the 
annual festival multiple 
years. Some anticipated 
returning next year.

 “I hope I get selected 
to play again because 
you get to meet new 
people and hang out with 
friends,” Blake said. To many middle school 

students, the idea 
of a county band never 
comes to mind, but to 
15 Lengel musicians this 
thought became a reality.
 Along with select 
students from around the 
county, the 15 traveled 
to Minersville Area High 
School to rehearse, 
meet new friends and 
ready themselves for the 
concert that was held 
April 17.
 Students were selected  
based on the progress 
throughout the years 
of playing they have 
accumulated during their 
middle school careers.
 “When I select 

students to participate, 
I take into account their 
level of musicianship, 
responsibility, attitude 
and dependability,” Mr. 
Michael Ryan, Middle 
School Band Director, 
said.
 The following students 
were selected to play in 
the Junior County Band 
Festival: sixth grader 
Paige Fellows; seventh 
graders, Rachel Salata, 
Alexandra Disabella, 
Derek Shuman, Michaela 
Zanis, Jacob Shoener, 
Allyssa Kovich, Anthony 
Cunningham, Matthew 
Thomas, Kyle Shuman; 
and eighth graders 
Amanda Adams, Angelo 
Disabella, Benjamin 
Blake, Alexia Bonacci 
and Karlie Janowski.

PLAY —  Fifteen musicians from D.H.H. Lengel were selected to 
take part in this year’s Junior Schuylkill County Band Festival.  
They joined other middle school band members from around 
the county to perform a concert April 17 at Minersville Area 
High School.  

Photo by Max Shirey

At this time of the 
year, the parents 

of our student body 
are very involved in 
their children’s end-
of-the-year activities.  
From our kindergarten 
show at John S. 

Clarke Elementary School to baccalaureate and 
commencement evenings at our high school, our 
parents loyally support their children in their many 
endeavors.  At these events, parents frequently 
tell me how pleased they have been with their 
child’s performance during the previous year, but 
they wonder what they could be doing at home 
during the next three months to keep their children 
academically challenged.  
 My answer is always the same – introduce them 
to the library.  If parents can instill in their children 
a love of reading at a very young age, they open 
the doors to many wonderful opportunities.  Our 
avid readers are not only the students who attain 
an enviable grade point average but are also the 
students who perform the best on standardized 

tests, including the SATs.
 Parents sometimes confess to me that they do 
not know how to motivate their children to read. 
Every child is interested in something – baseball, 
bowling, girl scouts, drawing.  Whatever your child’s 
interest, there are books on your child’s reading 
level pertaining to that subject. It may take a little 
while to locate the book, but our local librarians will 
be more than helpful to find something that your 
child will read. 
 Set a goal for your child this summer and help 
him/her reach it.  Take your child to the library 
and give him/her a gift that will last a lifetime, the 
pleasure of reading.
 With my best wishes for a relaxing, enjoyable and 
book-loving summer, I remain,
   Very Sincerely,
       

As children filled the 
auditorium, school 

board members readied 
themselves to be the 
guests at this year’s 
Civics Day program 
for 7th grade students. 
Mr. James Toomey 
introduced the members 
of the board to the 
students and explained 
to them what his social 
studies pupils had been 
learning in school and 
what Civics Day entails.
 Mr. Scott Thomas, Mrs. 
Denise Fanelli, Mr. John 
Boran, Mr. Scott Krater, 
Ms. Karen Rismiller and 
Dr. William Davidson 
represented the school 
board at the assembly. 
They were joined by Mrs. 
Tiffany Reedy, D.H.H. 
Lengel principal, and 
Mrs. Lisa Eckley, food 

service director.
 The class assignment 
was to ask questions 
while attending the 
assembly. 
 A common topic 
brought up by the 
students was PSSA 
testing. Seventh grader 
Destiny Lucas asked, 
“How do they feel about 
PSSA scores?”
 “We have improved 
tremendously on PSSA 
taking. Students are making 
more effort and taking 
them more seriously,” Dr. 
Davidson said.
 After satisfying their 
curiosity about school 
topics, the kids were 
interested in finding out 
what made the school 
board members decide 
they wanted to pursue 
their positions.
 “I grew up in the 
Milton Hershey School 

and learned, as Hershey 
did, to give back to the 
community,” Mr. Boran 
said.
 Mr. Boran, along with 
many other comments, 
also shared what he 
thought was the most 
important job of a school 
board member.
 “... offering a safe, 
comfortable environment 
to learn in and the best 
possible opportunity 
toward what you’re trying 
to accomplish,” Mr. Boran 
said.
 As the program 
drew closer to the 
end, students shared 
how important and 
educational the 
experience was.
 “I feel it benefitted 
me because I got to ask 
questions that I wanted 
to know for years and I 
finally got the answer,” 

Dane Petchulis said.
 Governor Edward 
Rendell paid a visit to 
Lengel a week after the 
Civics Day assembly and 
gave pupils the chance 
to ask him questions. He 
also talked about how 
education is important to 
everyone and specifically 
their generation.
 “It really inspired me 
when he said ‘I want 
students to follow their 
dreams and someone to 
cure cancer or travel to 
space some day and it all 
starts with education,’” 
Sarah Lombel said.
 The students donated 
money to give to Mr. 
Toomey so he could 
buy a pen to present to 
Governor Rendell. After 
receiving the pen, Rendell 
told the students he was 
going to use it to sign the 
education budget.

By: Angelina Bardell
PAHS Sophomore

Physics class wins prizes at Engineering Olympics

ASK — Taking part in the 
Civics Assembly, seventh 
grader Jacob Shoener steps 
up to the microphone with 
a question for school board 
members. The assembly 
showed students how topics 
they discussed in class were 
handled in the real world.

Photo by Kaitlyn SMith

Can you make a balsa 
wood airplane fly an 

award-winning length of 
39 feet and eight inches?
 In Mrs. Suzanne 
Fredericks’ physics 
class, this was achieved 
by juniors Genessa 
Lopez and McKenzie 
Sterner, who won first 
place for their airplane 
design. Winning second 
place in a bridge design 
and construction contest 
were juniors Lucas 
Bricker and Joseph 
Senawaitis. 
 This was the first 
Engineering Olympics 
which was held April 16 
at Wilkes University.
 “The Wilkes University 
gymnasium was a good 
setting because there 
was enough room for 
everyone to work. We

were also able to talk 
to with the college 
professors,”
Sterner said.
 Their hard work led 
the physics team to 
become winners in 
several events. The event 
where Lopez and Sterner 
placed first was a 
challenge because they 
were given a set amount 
of time with the materials 
given to create a plane 
that could travel to its 
maximum distance.
 “McKenzie and I spent 
the previous weekend 
making many different 
planes to get an idea 
of what did and did not 
work,” Lopez said.
 Before the students 
could go to the 
competition, they were 
assigned a research 
paper on their individual 
event.

 “We each prepared by 
researching and writing 
a two page essay on our 
competitions,” junior Alia 
Horvath said.
 Even though not every 
team ended with the 
results they expected, 
each person worked hard 
to prepare and practice. 
Mrs. Fredericks was 
proud of her students’ 
accomplishments at the 
competition, including the 
outside work done. 
 “This event was 
awesome. My favorite 
part was seeing 
McKenzie and Genessa 
totally dominate the 
Balsa Wood Airplane 
Competition. They really 
worked hard and showed 
it,” Fredericks said. 
 The other events 
included Circuit 
Manipulation, an Egg 
Drop Competition and 

a MacGyver Challenge. 
Each tested the team’s 
ability to create an 
inventive solution to the 
problem.

 “My favorite part of the 
competition was testing 
my creativity against 
others,” junior Greg 
Merrick said.

INVENT  —  Participants in the Engineering Olympics include: Front 
Row — Lucas Bricker, Joseph Senawaitis, McKenzie Sterner and 
Genessa Lopez; Back Row —  Alia Horvath, Greg Merrick, Martin 
Melochick, Darby Doyle, Ethan Englert and Michael Ryan.

Photo CourteSy of Suzanne frederiCKS
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Kindergarten class donates books to local organizations 

Donating books is a 
wonderful idea for 

children to give back 
to other children in the 
community,” Ms. Jen 
Fegley, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters representative, 
said. “It shows a 
tremendous amount of 
generosity and caring on 
their part.”
 Seizing the opportunity 
to encourage her 
students to read, Mrs. 
Erin Blozusky and her 
kindergarten class 
participated in the 
Scholastic Book Club’s 
“Care Where You Are” 
sweepstakes this past 
fall.
 After reaching their 
goal of reading 100 
books collectively, Mrs. 
Blozusky’s class was 
chosen out of 12,000 

Department, the Schuylkill 
Medical Center and the 
Make a Wish Foundation.
 “Donating the books 
makes me happy,” Sadie 
Zukosky, kindergartner, 
said. “If there are kids 
who don’t have any other 
books, now they will have 
some to read.”
 According to Mrs. 
Blozusky, sorting the 
books was a very 
cumbersome task. 
However, she had help 
from Mrs. Heather 
Luscavage, JSC aide, 
who divided the books 
according to the age of 
the kids with whom each 
organization had the most 
contact. 
 Representatives 
from the charitable 
organizations selected 
to receive the books 
visited Mrs. Blozusky’s 
classroom to celebrate 
the students’ diligence 

entries as one of the 200 
winning classes from all 
across the country.
 Each chosen class 
received 500 children’s 
books to distribute to 
organizations of its 
choice. Selected by the 
Scholastic Book Club, 
the unused books varied 
from levels K-12 and 
ranged from novels to 
Civil War biographies. 
 In order to determine 
with which organizations 
the books would be 
shared, John S. Clarke 
secretaries sent out 
inquires, asking which 
institutions would have 
use for them. 
 Mrs. Blozusky decided 
on 10 organizations 
through which she felt 
the donation would 
reach the most children, 
including the Schuylkill 
Women in Crisis Center, 
the Pottsville Police 

By: Alyssa Curnow 
PAHS Senior

DONATE — After winning Scholastic Book Club’s “Care Where 
You Are” sweepstakes, Mrs. Erin Blozusky’s kindergarten class 
meets with Ms. Debbie Herb, representing the Schuylkill Medi-
cal Center. The center was one of the class’ chosen recipients.

Photo by Ryan ShiPton

and to formally accept 
the contribution.
 The class was 
even presented with 
a certificate officially 
making them a Make a 
Wish partner.
 “I hope that this 
experience taught the 

children that it is not 
only important to 
receive for themselves, 
but that other people 
are in need as well, and 
that it is important for 
them to share their time 
to help these people,” 
Mrs. Blozusky said.

Read Across America instills early love of reading

Oh the places you 
will go” and “No 

Sam-I-am, I do not like 
green eggs and ham ...” 
could be heard in any 
kindergarten class at 
John S. Clarke March 
1. The birthday of the 
famous children’s author, 
Dr. Theodore Seuss, was 
celebrated with stories, 
art and play.
 Mrs. Donna Albert’s 
31 fourth graders were 
assigned to different 
kindergarten rooms 
in groups of three. 
Each class’ special 
guests were assigned 
kindergartners to lead in 
several projects. 
 The students were 
supplied with a folder 
filled with the art projects 
and three or four Dr. 
Seuss storybooks. 
 “I like the program 

involved valuable 
skills like patience and 
politeness. 
 The kindergartners 
enjoyed the interaction 
with the fourth graders 
most of all. Many 
youngsters asked the 
older kids when they 
would be back to play 
and agreed that their 
favorite part of the day 
was working with the 
older students on the 
many projects that they 
did.
 “I liked Read Across 
America, because it was 
really fun working with the 
big kids,” Grace Murphy, 
kindergarten student, 
said.
 The program provided 
the students and teachers 
alike with an experience 
to celebrate a legend 
through reading and 
working together. 
 Teachers seemed to 

because I get to 
spend time with the 
smaller kids. I like the 
opportunity, and I enjoy 
spending time with 
them,” fourth grader 
Malaysia Rivera said. 
 The projects and 
stories were intended 
to instill an early love 
of reading in the 
kindergartners. Every 
student involved colored 
a Dr. Seuss tie, wrote 
their names on their 
Read Across America 
reading logs, and 
learned popular Seuss 
rhymes. 
 “I think [the program] 
sparks their interest 
in reading. When they 
realize the big kids want 
to do it, they do,” Miss 
Missy Scheetz, learning 
support teacher, said.
 The collaboration 
between the classes 
taught each child 

By: Sammi Weiss
PAHS Sophomore

CELEBRATE — Sporting their festive hats and ties, a group of 
kindergarten students listens as fourth grader Zaria Sementilli 
reads them a Dr. Seuss story. The two grade levels joined 
together in recognition of Dr. Seuss’ birthday. 

Photo by MaRybeth RiSSingeR     

enjoy the day just as 
much as the students 
and were and were 
pleased with the results 
of the project. 
 “The best part of the 
day is the interaction 
between the older and 
younger students,” 
Mrs. Joanne Mercuri, 

kindergarten teacher, 
said. “The kids get very 
excited when siblings or 
friends are their chosen 
as their partners.”
 Aside from the read-
ing skills they gained, 
the day provided them 
the chance to get life 
experience.

Clubs coordinate National Foreign Language Week festivities

Photo by Kianna FiScuS

CREATE — During the National Foreign Language Week assem-
bly, the winners of the poster contest display their creations. 
The winners were sophomore Samantha Weiss, sophomore 
Collin Kelly and senior Maggie Mazloom.

By: Sammi Weiss
PAHS Sophomore

Bonjour. Hola. Hallo. 
Hello. For one week, 

March 8-12, high school 
language students 
participated in several 
activities and assemblies 
to recognize National 
Foreign Language Week. 
 Each language 
department inducted 
students into its honor 

society, held a poster 
contest and delved 
deeper into the culture 
behind the language. 
 “Foreign language is 
the key to opportunity,” 
junior Ethan Englert said.
 The honor societies 
require their inductees to 
have a 3.5 GPA in their 
individual language, a 3.0 
overall, involvement in 
the club and good class 
participation. 

 “We as a department 
are extremely 
proud of all the 
inductees, because 
the requirements for 
induction are difficult 
to meet,” Mrs. Nicole 
Stiles, French teacher, 
said.
 The French honor 
society, Societé 
Honoraire de Francais, 
inducted three students: 
sophomores Brittany 
DeColli and Samantha 
Weiss and senior Randi 
Dermo. 
 Seven students 
were inducted into 
Delta Epsilon Phi, the 
German honor society. 
These students were 
junior Courtney Matina 
and sophomores 
Stephanie Sweat, Nicole 
Brackman, Alyssa Hoke, 
Kali Jones, Devon Mates 
and Kendra Muldowney.
 Sociedad Honoria 
Hispanica, the Spanish 
Honor Society, 
inducted 11 new 

members, including: 
juniors Angel Cicero, 
Kelsey Shanoskie, 
Greg Merrick, Marty 
Melochick, Amanda 
Cresswell, Dana Horst, 
Morgan Gipe, Taylor 
Ross, Genessa Lopez, 
Ethan Englert and Cody 
Blankenhorn. 
 Language teachers 
Mrs. Manuela Koch, 
Mr. David Hannum, Ms. 
Lloren Reichert and 
Mrs. Stiles coordinated 
events to celebrate the 
students whose scores 
and hard work qualified 
them for induction. 
 Senior Randi Dermo, 
current member of the 
German Honor Society, 
was also inducted into 
both other societies this 
year. Dermo has been in 
German since freshman 
year, Spanish since 
sophomore and French 
since her junior year. 
 “Once I fell in love 
with learning one, I 
thought, ‘why not take 

another?’ Then, when the 
second language somehow 
made learning both even 
more enjoyable, I was 
riveted to add the third,” 
Dermo said.
 The foreign language 
assembly held March 12 
started with the poster 
contest. This year’s theme, 
“Spread your wings, Learn 
a new language,” was 
written on every poster in 
each dialect, as well as in 
English. 
 This year’s winners were 
Weiss (French), senior 
Maggie Mazloom (German)
and sophomore Collin Kelly 
(Spanish).
 While the festivities 
only lasted one week, 
the classes continued to 
dig into their language to 
discover more about the 
people behind them long 
after the week ended. 
 “Foreign Language 
Week is a great tradition 
that should never end,” 
sophomore Zachary 
Sabaday said.

Teens attend women’s junior achievement conference

Young Women’s 
Future Symposium 

was held at Lebanon 
Valley College March 
2, 2010. PAHS was 
represented at the 
event by juniors Marissa 
Coleman, Shannon Joy 
and Sarah Alderman 
and sophomores Tessa 
Zawada, Bridy Brennan 
and Rebecca Sadusky.  
 These students 
were chosen based on 
academic performance 
and interest in attending 
the program. Ms. Mikki 
Grabusky, guidance 
counselor, took these 
participants in the hopes 
that they would learn 
about various possible 
career paths and find 

 Each participant was 
guided through the 
event by a “mentor,” or a 
person who helped them 
along the way as they 
learned about different 
professions and careers. 
 The symposium also 
provided information 
about how to manage a 
job and money.
 “I feel it was a chance 
for teens to get a better 
look at career choices. 
My favorite part was 
when we learned how 
to finance everything for 
when you’re older. We 
also had the chance to 
talk to a lot of different 
adults with all kinds of 
jobs.
 The students agreed 
that the most important 
or valuable topic they 

potential future careers 
that interested them. 
 “I believe the students 
were positively affected. 
Not everyone has time 
or knows somebody that 
was in the career path 
that they have an interest 
in. It also gave students 
an opportunity to receive 
a ‘taste of college,’ ” Ms. 
Grabusky said.
 The symposium gave 
these students the 
chance to meet business 
women from various 
backgrounds and career 
experiences. 
 They also had 
the opportunity to 
socialize and interact 
with attendees from 
other schools who had 
questions or ideas about 
their future.

By: Amber Berdanier
PAHS Sophomore

PLAN — Representing PAHS, front row —Tessa Zawada, Bridy 
Brennan, Rebecca Sadusky; back row — Shannon Joy, Maris-
sa Coleman and Sara Alderman join with Ms. Mikki Grabusky, 
guidance counselor, at a career symposium March 2. 

Photo by MaRybeth RiSSingeR 

learned was how to go 
over pay checks and 
balance one’s job also.  
The students were also 
taught interviewing skills 
and how to prepare for 

an interview.
“Overall, it was a 
great day filled with 
information that will help 
me for the rest of my 
life,” Alderman said.
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Lengel class leads newspaper recycling project

Going Green” has 
become a popular 

trend throughout the 
country. Many nearby 
areas are now recycling 
more to create less waste 
for the environment. The 
D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School has taken its 
recycling to a new level. 
 Every Friday one can 
see Mrs. Jane Billig’s Life 
Skills class collecting 
scrap paper, newspapers 
and plastic water bottles 
throughout the school. 
 “My students enjoy 
interacting with their 
peers. They also like 
going around the 
building, visiting all the 
classrooms collecting the 
paper,” Billig said.
 Once a month the 
class travels to El-Bert 
Dairy Farm located 
in South Manheim 
Township to deliver the 
outdated newspapers. 
The farm uses the paper 
as a bedding for the 

environment around her.
 “I contacted 
‘Porcupine Pat’ 
McKinney about my 
concerns with the 
accumulation of the 
newspapers and the 
unused copy papers 
around the school,” 
Billig said. “I also asked 
what local farms and 
neighboring places took 
the paper for recycling.”
 Along with creating 
a better community, 
the class has learned 
interacting skills and daily 
lessons helping them to 
function more efficiently.
 “I feel that my students 
are interacting better with 
their peers because of 
the process involved in 
readying the recycling,” 
Billig said.
 Since November, the 
Life Skills class has 
been learning “functional 
skills,” consisting of 
counting newspapers, 
measuring the length of 
the twine for wrapping 
and tying the paper.

cows instead of buying 
the expensive hay that 
was originally used. 
 While creating a 
better environment, this 
recycling supports the 
cows whose milk is used 
in Guers milk products. 
By helping the farm, the 
students are aiding in 
lowering of costs for the 
their community.
 “Our primary goals 
with the newspapers 
were learning how to use 
them and reading skills,” 
Mrs. Billig said.
 The small reading 
project turned into an 
environmentally friendly 
concept of recycling 
the surplus newspapers 
received from the 
Pottsville Republican 
and Herald. Mrs. Billig 
and her class noticed 
this pileup occurring 
throughout the school. 
 The old newspapers 
lying around the middle 
school caused Mrs. Billig 
to take action in helping 
both her class and the 

By: Angelina Bardell
PAHS Sophomore

RECYCLE — Preparing a stack of newspapers to be recycled, 
Chris Post helps Mrs. Jane Billig tie string around the bundle. 
Mrs. Billig’s class delivered newspapers to a local farm where 
the paper was used for animal bedding.

Photo by Kaitlyn Smith

 She refers to the 
process as an “assembly 
line” in which the 
students use their major 
muscle groups to lift and 
slide the paper. 
 In this “line” the class 
learns to stay focused 
and keep on task with 
what they are doing,  
whether it be bundling 
or measuring to the 
appropriate length.  
 Billig is proud of her 

students’ behavior when 
they are participating in 
this project.
 “This helps my 
students to learn about 
sharing among each 
other,” Billig said.
 Billig hopes to continue 
this program and have 
the schools in the district 
start recycling. For now 
the class lives by one 
familiar motto, “Everyday 
is Earth Day.”

Drama Club entertains audiences with ‘West Side Story’

Kiwanis presentation teaches presidential information

Photo by maria naradKo  
TRIVIA — Quizzing Mrs. Patty Denmon’s third grade students 
on the United States’ Presidents, Ms. Kelly Malone, Kiwanis 
member, continues the legacy of Mr. William Zimmerman. 

By: Alyssa Curnow
PAHS Senior

Devoted to chang-
ing the world one 

community at a time, 
the Pottsville Kiwanis 
Club inspired Mrs. Patty 
Denmon’s third grade 
class through its One 
Day Program. The pre-
sentation, which taught 
the students about the 
United States Presidents, 
was dedicated to Mr. 
William Zimmerman, who 
served as a member and 
president of the Pottsville 
Area School Board.
 “The presentation was 
a touching tribute to Mr. 
Zimmerman because of 
his interest in history and 
his dedication to the chil-
dren of Pottsville,” Mrs. 
Denmon said.
 Mr. Jim Clark, Kiwanis 

member, introduced the 
service project by naming 
all 44 presidents. 
 Mr. Zimmerman 
enjoyed all presidential 
facts, from the start of 
their careers to their pre-
ferred candy bars, which 
Mr. Clark shared with the 
class. 
 A game called Cash 
or Coin game involved 
difficult presidential trivia 
questions and rewarded 
the kids with either one-
dollar bills or rare coins. 
 “The presidential trivia 
game was my favorite,” 
Patrick Ryan, third 
grader, said. “My answer 
was always the number 
three.”
 Creating an activity to 
be completed outside of 
class, Kiwanis members 
divided the third graders 

into groups to brainstorm 
interview questions for 
relatives or friends about 
their favorite presidents.
 “It was a great activ-
ity because the students 
used their knowledge 
of history, worked as a 
group, practiced inter-
viewing skills and wrote 
out the cards to mail,” 
Mrs. Denmon said.
 The Kiwanis members 
also donated two books 
to Mrs. Denmon’s class 
library and the JSC 
library. Filled with presi-
dential information, one 
of the books included 
a page allotted to Mr. 
Zimmerman and his own 
favorite president. 
 The children’s lesson 
did not solely last for the 
day, however. The pro-
gram has compelled the 

The 11th annual 
“Karen’s Heroes” 

kicked off May 3 at 
the John S. Clarke 
Elementary Center. As 
part of the third grade 
social studies curriculum, 
students spent the 
week learning about the 
importance of charity in 
honor of the late Karen 
Chattin Ney, a JSC 
faculty member who 
passed away in 1998.  
 “A humble public 
servant and teacher, 
Karen was a calming 
force in the education of 
Pottsville children,” Mr. 
Thomas Ney said of his 
late wife.
 Charitable groups 

Photo by  marybeth riSSinger

RELEASE — After a near fight at the gym, the Jets calm them-
selves by singing and dancing to the song “Cool.”  Members 
of the Jets included junior Diamond Barbur, freshman Michael 
Halcovage, senior Regina Manzick and junior Dana Horst.

By: Lauren Blum
PAHS Sophomore

children to further their 
presidential knowledge.
 “I know some of the 
children in my class have 
gotten books out of the 
library on the presidents,” 
Mrs. Denmon said. “With 

young children, you 
never know what will 
inspire them, but they 
were so interested in 
what Mr. Clark and the 
Kiwanis members had 
to say.”

March 12, 13, and 14, 
2010, the Pottsville 

Area High School Drama 
Club took on one of 
the world’s best-known 
Broadway musicals, 
“West Side Story.” 
 Set in New York City 

during the 1950s, it 
displayed the rivalry 
between two street 
gangs of different 
backgrounds, the Jets, 
who were all born in 
America, and the Sharks, 
who were immigrants 
from Puerto Rico.
 The Drama Club 

decided on the classic 
performance due to its 
large cast, familiar plot 
line and because of its 
good fit with talents the 
club had to offer.
 The making of  
Pottsville’s rendition 
took months of hard 
work and dedication. 
The students practiced 
diligently from 
December through 
March, until they had 
their opening night 
performance. 
  To make sure 
everything was 
perfect, the Drama 
Club practiced during 
free periods and even  
Christmas vacation.
 Two weeks prior to 
the opening night, the 
actresses portraying the 
Shark girls performed 
several musical 
numbers for residents 
at the Pottsville Senior 
Center. 

 “The senior citizens 
loved our performance 
and wanted us to do the 
whole show for them,” 
sophomore Catherine 
Nadeau said. “Our goal 
was to bring a production 
of their time back to life 
and to help them relive 
their memories of ‘West 
Side Story.’”
 The experience helped 
the students get used to 
performing in front of an 
audience of people they 
didn’t know. 
 Songs performed 
included “America,” “I 
Feel Pretty,” “A Boy Like 
That/ I Have a Love” and 
“Somewhere.”
 The Jets and Sharks 
performed for the middle 
school students at the 
D.H.H. Lengel by singing 
the two classic songs 
“Jet Song” and “Tonight.”
 The organization 
performed the show 
three days in a row for 

the public.  
 The members were 
very pleased with the 
turnout for all three 
performances. Many 
friends and family 
came to support them, 
eventually causing a 
sellout of tickets and 
programs on Saturday 
night.
 “The support was 
amazing,” junior Sara 
Alderman said. “After 
seeing the crowd’s 
reaction, I felt like they 
really liked it.”
 Dedication was 
displayed through all of 
the students’ acting in 
every show. 
 “I think ‘West Side 
Story’ was an amazing 
success,” sophomore 
Donald Bogdonanwicz 
said. “Every member of 
the cast and crew did 
their very best and all of 
our rehearsing definitely 
paid off.”

could count on her to 
contribute time and 
donations to their cause. 
 “Through ‘Karen’s 
Heroes’ program, the 
children are still learning 
from Karen’s compassion 
for other people and the 
earth,” Mr. Ney said.
 The program has a 
total of nine different 
charities. Five are 
selected each year 
to speak to the 
students. Each day a 
different charity held a 
presentation for the third 
grade classes. The week 
began with the Literacy 
Council for Schuylkill 
County Monday and the 
Pottsville Free Public 
Library Tuesday, followed 
by the Schuylkill County 

Diabetes Organization 
Wednesday, the 
Schuylkill Conservancy  
Thursday and Avenues of 
Pottsville Friday.
 The organizations 
shared with the students 
the ways in which they 
benefit the community 
and stressed the 
importance of community 
service, volunteer work 
and each charity’s need 
for financial support. 
 “We were worried 
that third grade children 
were too young for a 
community program 
about charitable giving,” 
Mr. Ney said. “We 
couldn’t have been more 
wrong. The kids get it.” 
 After listening to their 
final presentation, each 

student voted and chose 
where he would like his 
donation to go. Each 
vote, worth five dollars, 
came from the Karen 
Chattin Ney Education 
Fund. A total of $1500 
was distributed among 
the charities.   
 The Karen Chattin Ney 
Education Fund was 
created as a memorial 
fund when Karen passed 
away in 1998. This non-
profit fund raises money 
through contributions 
from family, friends and 
colleagues of Karen. 
 As the program 
expands and becomes 
more established, its 
growth has spread all 
the way to Gainesville, 
Texas, where a school 

district was inspired to 
create their own version 
of “Karen’s Heroes.” 
After reading about the 
program in a national 
article, they launched 
“Kids Care.” 
 “More than anything, 
Karen would be proud of 
her third grade students 
for getting involved 
with charities in their 
community.  They are all 
Karen’s heroes,” Mr. Ney 
said.
 All of the people 
involved in the program 
have high expectations 
for its future.
 “Hopefully, we can get 
the word out to other 
school districts about 
this important education 
program,” Mr. Ney said.

By: Taia Bachman
PAHS Senior

‘Karen’s Heroes’ honors memory of third grade teacher
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May
25 — Fourth Grade 
Family Night at PAHS 
auditorium
30 — Class Day and 
Baccalaureate 
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2 — JSC Kindergarten 
show
3 — JSC Fun Day 
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of school, 
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report cards 
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and middle school; 
high school report 
cards will be mailed
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PASD Calendar PASD 
Phone Numbers August

25-26  — Freshman 
Orientation, Activities 
Fair
30 — First day of 
school

• John S. Clarke 
Elementary School:   
 621-2947

• D.H.H. Lengel 
Middle School:  
 621-2924

• Pottsville Area 
High School:  
 621-2962

• Academic Center:  
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