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PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS — A group of JSC students attentively watches the
“Second Step” program, which taught them how to handle their emotions.

With violence and
abuse rates rising,

John S. Clarke has
implemented a violence
prevention curriculum,
“Second Step.”

This program was
introduced by JSC Vice
Principal Mr. Thomas
Dando last year.

“Second Step”
instructs elementary
pupils on social and
emotional skills that
will help prevent
abusive behavior.

The curriculum
teaches students to
discuss their opinions,
be understanding of
others and anger
management. Manners
and politeness were also
stressed.

Youngsters learn how
to deal with disappoint-
ment and peer pressure
so they will know how
to respond to these
situations as they grow
older.

Pupils learn that a
key to anger manage-
ment is to remain calm
and to think things
through.

Although more classes
are expected, as of now
Mrs. Susan Ebling and
Mrs. Patricia Denmon
lead the curriculum.

Hands-on activities,
role playing, reading
material and discussions

are all a part of the
curriculum.

“Odd Girl Out,” a book
written by Rachel
Simmons about female
bullying, has been
ordered for next year. It
deals with issues that
many girls face while
growing older.

The purpose of the
“Second Step” program
is to teach skills that
the children at JSC can
use in their daily lives
to avoid and to deal
with violent behavior
and verbal abuse.

The program’s creators
hope that the lessons
they learn in these
classes will stick with
them throughout their
lives so they can handle

similar problems that
they may come up
against in the future.

Similar programs have
been instituted in the
middle and high
schools.

 The middle school
offers two different
courses through the
Guidance Department
for fifth and eighth
grade students.

The fifth grade pupils
are helped with the
transition from the
elementary school to
the middle school,
welcomed into the
environment of the new
school and taught study
skills that will be useful
to them while they are
in the middle school.

The course offered to
the eighth graders is
called “Anger Manage-
ment.”  It teaches
students how to remain
calm, how to deal with
peer pressure and how
to control their anger.

The high school
provides an extensive
peer education program
for its students.

Peers help other peers
to solve problems and to
deal with any difficul-
ties they are encounter-
ing.

“Peer Educators are
another pair of ears and
eyes to get students the
help they need,” Mrs.
Barbara Wagner, the
Peer Education adviser,
said.

Applications for
scholarships and
Governor’s  Schools
are due in the PAHS
Guidance Office on
the following dates:

Toyota Scholarship
November 21, 2003
December 5, 2003
(postmark)

Burger King
Scholarship
December 5, 2003
December 15, 2003
(postmark)

Elks Scholarship
December 22, 2003
January 9, 2004 (to
lodge)

PA Masonic
Scholarship
March 5, 2004
March 15, 2004
(postmark)

PA Governor’s School
International
Studies, Sciences,
Teaching, Arts
December 15, 2003
January 2, 2004
(postmark)

Agricultural Science,
Global
Entrepreneurship,
Information
Technology, Health
Care
January 16, 2004
February 2, 2004
(postmark)
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PAHS junior participates in Governor’s
School for Global Entrepreneurship
BY JACQUI PETOCK

    PAHS JUNIOR

PHOTO COURTESY OF JACQUI PETOCK

While most high
school students

decided to obtain
summer jobs in order to
make some cash, I
elected instead to
attend the Governor’s
School for Global
Entrepreneurship.

I was one of 40
Pennsylvania and nine
international students
to attend the school
this summer.

While there, we
learned how to start,
manage and maintain
our own businesses.

This five-week
program was designed
so students interested in
business could get an
inside look at that
career path.

We were given the
opportunity to work
with a local Bethlehem
business and to speak
with several entrepre-
neurs throughout the
region.

We also attended
classes on marketing,
the marketplace and
going global.

During entrepreneur-
ial exchanges, local
businessmen and women
discussed their view-
point of the fast-paced
business world and the
path they believed was
the best to take to get
to the top.

Focus courses were
also part of the curricu-
lum.

These courses dealt
with law, journalism,
public relations, gender
roles, networking and
communication, negoti-

ating, leadership skills,
importing/exporting
and ethics.

Five students and one
mentor were given the
challenge of solving real
problems that are
currently confronting
industries in the
Bethlehem area.

Each team had to
solve the problem, make
two presentations,
create a display board
and do a Power Point
presentation.

To strengthen the
bond between the
students, daily social
activities were planned
and executed by
mentors.

We participated in
things such as soccer
tournaments, movie
nights, tye-dying, a
swing dance and a game
show night. 

We were also encour-
aged to participate in
sport activities in the
courtyard and social
gatherings in the
lounges. 

At Governor’s School,
we learned just as much
from the classroom as
we did from one
another while we were
in the dorms.

This became espe-
cially true when
interacting with the
nine students who were
from different coun-
tries.

They taught us to
open our eyes and
recognize different
cultures, practices,
religions and ways of
life.

We also took field
trips to have a little fun
while we were there.

These were day trips to
places including Phila-
delphia and New York
City.

While in Philadelphia,
we toured the Federal
Reserve Band, Indepen-
dence Hall, the Liberty
Bell and the Philadel-
phia Eagles Complex.
In New York City, we

were able to visit the
Ground Zero, the Empire
State Building and the
New York Stock Ex-
change.

We also had the
opportunity to see a
Broadway show, “The
Lion King.”

In addition to the
Governor’s School for
Global Entrepreneurship,
there are seven other
Governor’s School
programs in Pennsylva-
nia.

The other programs
focus on the areas of
Agricultural Science,
Health Care, Information
Technology, Interna-
tional Studies, Teaching
and the Arts.

Each program lasted
five weeks and was held
on one of Pennsylvania’s
college campuses.

Governor’s School was
a great experience that
will have an effect on
the decisions I will make
in the future about
college, and the memo-
ries from this summer
will last a lifetime.

The friendships that I
was able to establish
while at Governor’s
School were unique and
special.

Only those students
who participated in the
program are able to
understand the radical

PHOTO COURTESY OF JACQUI PETOCK

FINAL FAREWELL — Jacqui Petock and her business
colleagues say a goodbye at the Governor’s School
farewell banquet.

ON TOP OF THE WORLD — Unparalleled views from
the Empire State Building provide a panoramic view
for the Governor’s School students on their field trip
to New York City.

change all of us experi-
enced throughout the
course of the five weeks
that we spent with each
other.

Governor’s School
allowed me to learn,
work  and experience
the business world from
a college level.

I also had the oppor-
tunity to make friends
with students interested

in learning, both from
around the state and
the world.

Governor’s School was
a wonderful experience
that is unmatched by
any other high school
summer program.

Applications for the
program can by ob-
tained by sophomores
and juniors in the PAHS
Guidance Office.
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Dear Members of the Community,

District losing many fine educators

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Very sincerely,

BY ASHLEY ORTIZ

BY PAHS JUNIOR

Lengel eighth graders visit school mural

”

“This trip was
designed as an

educational
experience. It

was also a
chance to

expose the
students to a
local artist ...

MRS. JOANNE DOYLE

LENGEL ART

TEACHER

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, it was
very common to see a large photograph

every September in the newspaper featuring
the 15-20 fresh, new faces that would be
joining the various staffs of the Pottsville
Area School District. These bright, young
teachers were, for the most part, fresh out
of college and bursting with new ideas and
energy that sparked their classrooms for
several decades.

Soon the large pictures began to disap-
pear. For many years, very few new faculty
members were hired to replace the few
teachers who were retired during the 80s
and 90s. It seemed that our faculty was
composed mostly of what we frequently
refer to as “baby boomers.” These seasoned
teachers mastered their art and took our
school district to heights that helped us
mold our student body into young men and
women who were extremely marketable in
the working world and very competitive in
higher education. These faculty members,

who perfected their styles for thirty or more
years, developed the kinds of courses of
study that prepared our students to meet
the challenges of the outside world.

We, as a district, like to look at our
graduates and take pride in their individual
achievement. We must always remember that
their success is a direct result of the dedica-
tion of many teachers who have contributed
to their development academically, athleti-
cally, culturally, and socially.

It is my pleasure to offer to the 2003
retirees of the Pottsville Area School District
a happy and healthy retirement, and I know
that I speak for thousands of students who
were so positively affected by these out-
standing professionals when I offer my
sincere gratitude for the contribution that
they have made to our educational system.

Mrs. JoAnne Doyle’s
  eighth grade art

classes took part in a
mini art field trip to
admire the mural on the
16th Street wall being
created by local artist,
Mr. David Naydock.

In their art classes,
students have been
learning about and
discussing mural works
such as the frescos
painted on the ceiling
in the Sistine Chapel
created by Leonardo
DiVinci.

“This trip was
designed as an educa-
tional experience. It was
also a chance to expose

the students to a local
artist, and it helped
reinforce the discussions
on mural artwork we
were having in class,”
Doyle said.

For some of the
eighth graders it was
their first visit to see
the mural up close and
admire the detail.

Most had walked by it
but had never taken the
time to admire its
beauty.

“This was the first
time that I actually took
a good look at the
mural. Though I
thought that the entire
mural was interesting,
details were some of the
things that might have

been easily overlooked,
such as a person
walking their dog or
people on the track,”
Katherine Pritchett said.

For some, this was
their first time viewing
Naydock’s work. His
other pieces include
murals including murals
inside the John S.
Clarke Elementary
Center and a mural on
the side of the former
Curious Goods building.

“I’m not really
familiar with any of his
(David Naydock) other
works. I was amazed at
the size and detail of
the mural,” Taylor Kelly
said.

For their assignment,

students were asked to
analyze elements such
as the depth and color
of the mural.

“In class the students
were looking at how
artists such as DiVinci
had used these tech-
niques to create their
frescos on walls and the
various materials they
used,” Doyle said.

The students seemed
to sum up their
thoughts in one word.
Amazing.

“What amazed me was
how big the mural was,
and also the details.
Overall, I think he
(Naydock) did a very
good job,” Ashley Reno
said.
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PAHS inducts new members
The National Honor

Society induction
ceremony was held
November 5 at Pottsville
Area High School. Mrs.
Mary Ellen Setlock, NHS
adviser, said, “Admission
to NHS is recognition of
a student’s zealous
pursuit of scholastic
excellence.” Twenty
seniors and ten juniors
were inducted.

Following the cer-
emony, a reception was
held for the scholars
and their families.

Seniors

Tawnya
Bensinger
• Daughter
of Bruce
and Teresa

Bensinger
• Extracurricular
Activities: Varsity girls’
basketball, Varsity girls’
softball, German Club,
Leo Club, Enrichment,
Senior Class Treasurer,
AAU basketball
• Honors and Awards:
Delta Epsilon Phi
German National Honor
Society
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
and major in pharmacy,
with a minor in English

Colin
Brennan
• Son of
Patricia and

Allen Brennan
• Extracurricular
Activities: Marching,
Concert and Third
Brigade Band, Drama,
Tide Lines
• Honors and Awards:
Honorable mention for

website design at PA
Computer Fair, Quill &
Scroll Journalism Honor
Society
• Plans after high
school: Attend Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh and
major in pharmacy

William
Corson
• Son of
William Sr.

and Cynthia Corson
• Extracurricular
Activities: Volleyball,
Cross County, Key Club,
French Club, Senior
Class President
• Honors and Awards:
French Honor Society
• Plans after high
school: Attend college

Katharine
Durkin
• Daughter
of Karen

and Steven Durkin
• Extracurricular
Activities: Marching,
Concert, Stage and
Cressona Bands, Enrich-
ment, German Club,
Schuylkill Youth
Symphony
• Honors and Awards:
Delta Epsilon Phi
German Honor Society,
County Band
• Plans after high
school: Attend Lebanon
Valley College or West
Chester University and
major in music educa-
tion

Ryan
Feeney
• Son of
Chuck and
Nikki

Feeney
• Extracurricular
Activities:  Marching,
Concert, Third Brigade,
Cressona and Stage
Bands; Schuylkill Youth
Symphony, Diving
• Honors and Awards:
County Band, Spanish
National Honor Society
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
and major in biology

Jason
Fehr
• Son of
Dennis and

Deborah Fehr
• Extracurricular
Activities: Marching
and Concert Band
treasurer, Stage Band,
Interact, Enrichment,
German Club
• Honors and Awards:
Delta Epsilon Phi
German Honor Society
• Plans after high
school: Attend Penn
State or Lehigh Univer-
sity, major in chemical
or nuclear engineering

Bridget
Freiler
• Daughter
of Joseph

and Regina Freiler
• Extracurricular
Activities: Aletheia
Club, Peer Tutor, German
Club; Marching, Concert
and  Stage Bands; Tide
Lines, Wavelengths
• Honors and Awards:
Delta Epsilon Phi, Quill
and Scroll Journalism
Honor Society, Univer-
sity of Rochester
Award.
• Plans after high

school: Attend Lebanon
Valley College and major
in secondary education

Matthew
Griffin
• Son of
Susan and

John Griffin
• Extracurricular
Activities: Marching,
Concert and Stage
Bands; Cross Country,
German Club
• Honors and Awards:
Delta Epsilon Phi
German National Honor
Society
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
and major in physical
therapy

Alex
Hafer
• Son of
Gregory and

JoAnn Hafer
• Extracurricular
Activities: Cross
Country; Track and
Field; German Club;
SADD; Scouting
• Honors and Awards:
Delta Epsilon Phi
German Honor Society,
Eagle Scout
• Plans after high
school: Attend Roches-
ter Institute of Technol-
ogy, Penn State Univer-
sity or RPI and major in
aerospace engineering

Michael
Hammer
• Son of
John and

MaryJane Hammer
• Extracurricular
Activities: Basketball,

”

ANDREW SMINK

PAHS SENIOR

“I’m looking
forward to

becoming a
part of the

National Honor
Society

because it is a
great honor
that will help
me with my

future plans.
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I’m really
honored to
become a

member of the
National Honor

Society as a
junior. I worked
really hard to
get here and I

know it will
help me in the

future.

”

“
EMILY BRENNAN

PAHS JUNIOR

Continued on page 7

Key Club, Spanish Club
• Honors and Awards:
National Honor Society
• Plans after high
school: Attend Penn
State University and
major in architectural
engineering

Ryan
Miller
• Son of
Charlie and
Patricia

Miller
• Extracurricular
Activities: Varsity Water
Polo, Varsity Swimming,
Marching and Concert
Band, Spanish Club,
Aletheia Club
• Honors and Awards:
Spanish Honor Society
• Plans after high
school: Attend Penn
State or Annapolis and
major in pre-med or
political science

Krista
Mitchell
• Daughter
of Kathleen

Mitchell
• Extracurricular
Activities: Drama Club,
Spanish Club, Key Club,
community theatre
groups
• Honors and Awards:
Spanish National Honor
Society, Key Club Merit
Award, 2nd place in
district in VFW Voice of
Democracy Audio Essay
Contest
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
to major in theatre and
business management

Stephen
Moyer
• Son of
Steven
Moyer and

Kimberly Nachman
• Extracurricular
Activities: Marching,
Concert, Stage and Third
Brigade Band, Schuylkill
Youth Symphony
Orchestra
• Honors and Awards:
Spanish National Honor
Society, County Band
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
to major in forensic
science and minor in
music

Randall
Reidler
• Daughter
of Lori
Seddon and

David Reidler
• Extracurricular
Activities: Cross
Country, Winter Track,
Track and Field, SADD,
German Club
• Honors and Awards:
Who’s Who among High
School Students, Bausch
and Lomb Honorary
Science Award, Delta
Epsilon Phi
• Plans after high
school: Attend
Muhlenberg and major
in biology

Shane
Rokosky
• Son of
Robert and

Denise Rokosky
• Extracurricular
Activities: Wrestling,
Track, Leo Club, Spanish

Club
• Honors and Awards:
Spanish National Honor
Society
• Plans after high
school: To attend
Virginia Tech and major
in electrical engineering

Joseph
Shannon
• Son of
Robert and

Patti Shannon
• Extracurricular
Activities: Spanish
Club, FBLA, SADD, Leo
Club, Tennis
• Honors and Awards:
Spanish Honor Society,
three-time silver medal
winner at Schuylkill
League tennis champi-
onship
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
and major in interna-
tional marketing

Andrew
Smink
• Son of
Mike and

Marcia Smink
• Extracurricular
Activities: Tide Lines,
Marching, Concert and
Stage Bands, Peer Tutor,
Tennis
• Honors and Awards:
American Music Abroad
Music Tour, 2nd place
Keystone in Feature
Page Design; Quill &
Scroll
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
and major in English or
communications

into National Honor Society
Jenna
Spinelle
• Daughter
of Vince and

Debbie Spinelle
• Extracurricular
Activities: Tide Lines,
Wavelengths, Marching
Band, Concert Band,
Stage Band, Third
Brigade Band, German
Club, Peer Tutor, Quiz
Team
• Honors and Awards:
Delta Epsilon Phi, Quill
& Scroll Journalism
Honor Society
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
and major in journalism

Aaron
Wachter
• Son of
Daniel and

Anne Marie Wachter
• Extracurricular
Activities: Marching
and Concert Band, Track
and Field
• Plans after high
school: Attend the
University of Pittsburgh
and major in physical
therapy

Stephanie
Wallace
• Daughter
of John and

Karen Wallace
• Extracurricular
Activities: Water Polo,
Swimming, Marching
and Concert Band,
Aletheia Club, German
Club, Leo Club
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College fair enlightens seniors

PHOTO BY BRITTANY BRENNER

BY HEATHER HAYES

    PAHS SOPHOMORE

As a freshman,
higher education

may seem so far away.
However, with every

passing day it gets
closer and closer until
seniors suddenly need to
decide — “Where should
I go? What should my
major be?”

Many received answers
October 8 at the annual
College Fair.

The College Fair was
an event where the
seniors met with
representatives from
institutions located all
over the state.

The representatives
explained a little about
their institution and the
courses they offered.

Eighty-one places of
higher education sent
representatives to PAHS.

Statistics from Arcadia
College state, “Thirty-
three percent of enter-
ing students have not
made a decision on their
primary field of study.”

Many seniors felt this
way prior to the College
Fair.

“I want to see the
variety of colleges that
Pennsylvania has to
offer before I make a
final decision,” senior
Ivy Stonelake said.

Some seniors attended
the College Fair so they
could have a better
understanding of
different colleges and so
they could have an
opportunity to pick a
major that they were
truly interested in and
would enjoy studying.

“I went to the College
Fair because it is a good
opportunity to get
information about

colleges and it makes it
easier to decide which
college to attend,”
senior Kyrie Zelinsky
said.

PAHS didn’t always
have a College Fair.
College representatives
previously came to the
school to individually
talk to prospective
students.

Because of this, it
became difficult to get
every senior to see
each university in
which they were
interested.

“Before we meet
with the seniors we

research all of their
grades, from PSSA test
scores to report cards.
Then we call each of
them in individually,
and we talk with them
about which colleges
we think are especially
good for what they
may be interested in,”
Mrs. Mary Ellen
Setlock, Director of
Guidance said.

Senior Mike Rajchel
said, “The fair was very
informative and
benefitted many
college-bound seniors
who needed to make
decisions about their

futures.”
“I attended the College

Fair because I am inter-
ested in seeing which
colleges offer the major I
plan to take,” senior
Rachel Henninger said.

The event was also
helpful for the twelfth
graders who didn’t have
the time to visit many
schools.

“I attended the College
Fair because I didn’t have
much of a chance to look
at colleges over the
summer and I wanted to
see what the schools at
the fair had to offer,”
senior Sarah Lambert said.

FIRST STEP — At the College Fair, seniors Amanda Mosolino and Amanda Nettles
fill out forms to receive information from Alvernia College. At the event, seniors
were able to talk to representatives from colleges and put themselves on mailing
lists to receive applications in the coming months.“

“

MRS. MARY ELLEN

SETLOCK

PAHS DIRECTOR OF

GUIDANCE

Before we
meet with the
seniors, we

research all of
their grades,

from PSSA test
scores to

report cards.
Then we call
each of them
individually
and we talk
with them

about which
colleges we

think are
especially

good for what
they may be
interested in.
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Scholars become part of National Honor Society
Continued from Page 5

• Honors and Awards:
2000 Freshman All-
State, 2002 Honorable
Mention All-State, Delta
Epsilon Phi German
Honor Society, County
Band
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
and major in nursing

Juniors

Catherine
Boran
• Daughter
of Robert

and Catherine Boran
• Extracurricular
Activities: Publications;
Marching and Concert
Bands, Key Club,
German Club, Quiz Team,
French Club, Tennis
• Honors and Awards:
American Music Abroad
Music Tour, Quill and
Scroll, French Honor
Society, German Honor
Society
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
and graduate school

Emily
Brennan
• Daughter
of Greg and

Lisa Brennan
• Extracurricular
Activities: Marching
and Concert Bands,
Tennis, Publications,
Key Club, SADD, Spanish
Club
• Honors and Awards:
Scored in top 5 of PSSA
writing freshman year,
Quill & Scroll
• Plans after high
school: Attend college

and major in pre-med

Dana
DiRenzo
• Daughter
of Michael

and Mary Ellen DiRenzo
• Extracurricular
Activities: Marching,
Concert and Stage
Bands, Dance at L.A.
Dance Theatre, Piano,
Tennis Team, writer for
Schuylkill Living
magazine
• Honors and Awards:
County Band, Enrich-
ment HOBY alternate
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
and go to medical
school

Janna
Evans
• Daughter
of William

and Joy Evans
 Extracurricular
Activities: Tide Lines,
Marching, Concert,
Third Brigade and Stage
Bands; Swimming,
Water Polo, Drama Club,
ETC
Honors and Awards:
Quill and Scroll Journal-
ism Honor Society,
County Band
 Plans after high
school: Attend college
and possibly major in
pharmacy

Shannon
Griegel
• Daughter
of Edward

and Danita Griegel
• Extracurricular
Activities: Drama Club,
Water Polo, Swimming,

Quiz Team, Enrich-
ment, Spanish Club
• Honors and Awards:
2001 and 2002 Enrich-
ment Award
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
and major in interna-
tional studies

Amy
McKenzie
•Daughter
of Bill and
the late

Linda McKenzie
• Extracurricular
Activities: Tide Lines,
Wavelengths, Marching
 and Concert Bands,
Water Polo, Swimming,
Relay for Life Commit-
tee, Enrichment, SYS
Orchestra
• Honors and Awards:
Quill and Scroll
Journalism Honor
Society, County Band
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
and major in physical
therapy for sports
injuries

Farrah
Munir
• Daugh-
ter of
Muhammad

and Misbah Munir.
• Extracurricular
Activities: Girls’
Tennis Team, Marching
and Concert Band, Tide
Lines, German Club,
Key Club, SADD, Peer
Education, Dimensions
Club
• Honors and Awards:
Hugh O’Brien Youth
Leadership Award
• Plans after high
school: To attend

college and major in
pre-medicine

Elizabeth
Rennick
• Daughter
of Robert
and Karen

Rennick
• Extracurricular
Activities: AID, SADD,
Hi-S-Potts Yearbook, Key
Club, Girls’ Soccer,
Spanish Club.
• Honors and Awards:
Quill and Scroll Journal-
ism Honor Society
• Plans after high
school: To attend the
University of Notre
Dame, Lehigh Univer-
sity, East Stroudsburg
University or Rutgers
University and major in
the science field

Elizabeth
Sophy
• Daughter
of William

Sophy and Gloria Burns
• Extracurricular
Activities: Soccer,
Drama Club, Key Club,
Spanish Club, Aletheia
Club, SADD, Peer Tutor
• Plans after high
school: Attend college
at Pittsburgh or Lock
Haven University

Daniel
Wood
• Son of

Dave and Sandra Wood
• Extracurricular
Activities: Marching,
Concert and Stage
Bands, Soccer, Volley-
ball, German Club,
Aletheia Club

• Honors and Awards:
Delta Epsilon Phi
German Honor Society
• Plans after high
school: To attend
college

PASD Calendar
November
10 — JSC Parent/
Teacher Conferences
6-8 p.m.
11—Lengel Parent/
Teacher Conferences
6-8 p.m.
11— JSC Book Fair
12— PAHS Parent/
Teacher Conferences
7-9 p.m.
13 — JSC Parent/
Teacher Conferences
27-1 — Thanksgiving
Recess -All Schools
Closed
December
3 — PAHS Financial Aid
Night
3 — National Vocational-
Technical Honor Society
Induction
6 — College Boards
10 — PAHS Holiday
Choral Concert 7:30 p.m.
11 — Lengel Choral
Christmas Concert 7 p.m.
13 — PAHS Holiday
Prom
17 — Holiday Band
Concert 7:30 p.m.- High
School and Middle
School Bands

PASD
Phone Numbers

• John S. Clarke
   Elementary School:

621- 2947
• D.H.H. Lengel
   Middle School:

621-2924
• Pottsville Area
   High School:

621-2962
• Academic Center:

621-2900

Wavelengths
Staff

• Jenna Spinelle
PAHS Senior

   Editor-in-Chief
• Bridget Freiler

PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief
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Senior Student Ambassador travels ‘down under’
BY KYLE BEVAN
BYPAHS SOPHOMORE

Senior Amber
Kasmari was one of

the 43 Student
Ambassadors selected
from Pennsylvania and
Ohio who participated
in a three-week
program designed to
“exchange cultural
views” between
Americans, and, in her
case, Australians.

Kasmari was
recommended for the
Student Ambassador
position by community
members, including
teachers and local
legislators.

However, Kasmari’s
recommendation didn’t
secure her place in the
trip. She still had to
face an extensive
interview process.

“I had to go through
a series of meetings,
and then I had an

interview with a
delegation leader. After
I was accepted, I had to
go through more
meetings, and then I got
to go,” Kasmari said.

While in Australia,
Kasmari had plenty of
opportunities to take
part in many different
activities.

“As a Student
Ambassador, we traveled
from Sydney to Cairns
and got to do things
regular tourists get to
do,” Kasmari said.

Kasmari also got to
experience what it
would be like to live in
Australian society for
several days as a part of
the program.

“We represented the
United States by going
to an Australian school
for a day and staying
with an Australian
family for two days. I
felt that we were

accepted by the local
government and people.
They’re a lot like us,”
she said.

The program was
founded in 1956 by
President Dwight
Eisenhower.

“He thought if
students traveled and
exchanged their views,
they would be able to
interact better with
people of different
cultures,” Kasmari said.

The program not only
sends students to
Australia, but also to
western Europe.

Age is the factor that
determines whether a
student will go to
Europe or Australia. A
middle school group
traveled to Europe while
Kasmari was in
Australia.

Kasmari didn’t find
Australia to be much
different from the

United States.
“There aren’t many

cultural differences
between us and the
Australians. The biggest
difference between the
two is food. Vegemite is
the biggest difference in
the world. It is ‘the
butter of Australia,’ and
it’s spread on toast and
things like that. Other
than that, they’re a lot
like us, Kasmari said.

The most noticeable
difference that Kasmari
could find between the
two cultures was the
school schedule.

“They go to school at
different times of the
year. They go year-
round and have a month
off here and there, but
it equals the same
amount of time that we
go,” she said.

For Kasmari, traveling
to Australia with the
Student Ambassadors

program  was a great
experience, and she’d
recommend taking the
trip to any other
student.

“It was fun and it was
a great way to learn how
to interact with people
that you’re not familiar
with. If I could go again,
I would,” she said.
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WALK ON THE WILD
SIDE — During her trip to
Australia, one of the
things Kasmari got to do
was experience a little bit
of Australian wildlife.
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