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TideLines

PASD students excel 
academically on the 

state and national levels 
as the direct result of the 
excellence of the aca-
demic program offered 
at all levels. Outstand-
ing individual scholastic 
achievement as well as 
strong PSSA scores at 
both the high and middle 
schools are evidence 
of this academic excel-
lence.
 The class of 2005 
made crucial improve-
ments in the high 
school’s PSSA scores 
including a 47% ranking 
achieving of proficient 
or above in math, 65% 
in reading and 79% in 
writing. 
 “These are the stan-
dards that some educa-
tion researchers have 
set,” Mr. Charles Wagner, 
principal, said. “They are 
important marks to be 
measured by.”
 This was a significant 
improvement since less 
than three-fourths (56.9% 
and 74.9%) of last year’s 
seniors earned a profi-
cient or better ranking in 
the reading and writ-
ing section of the tests. 
In math, only 39.6% 
achieved this rank.
 Mr. Wagner devised 
some strategies to help 
increase the results. 
 “I’ve learned that some 
students didn’t value the 

PSSA test 
as much as 
AP courses 
or SATs,” he 
said. “So I 
knew that 
we had to 
try different 
things to 
inspire them 
to score 
higher.”
 His first 
plan was to 
strike in the 
classroom 
by urging 
teachers 
to include 
PSSA ma-
terial into 
their lesson plans.
 “When teachers give 
me a lesson plan, I 
make sure that they are 
incorporating different 
sections of the test into 
what they’re teaching,” 
he said.
 Students, including se-
nior Scott Fellows, took 
classes that focused on 
problems that would be 
on standardized tests.
 “My math class with 
Mr. (Robert) Shott really 
helped me with the PSSA 
math section,” Fellows 
said. “We did homework 
problems that we had to 
explain the steps in the 
problem and I usually 
don’t practice them.”
 Teachers, including 
Mrs. Ellen Ray in English 

and Mrs. Donna Skosnick 
in math, were also made 
available for tutoring.
 Another motivation for 
students was the “PSSA 
Party.”
 Mr. Wagner offered a 
free day of school with 
breakfast, games, a 
movie and lunch on the 
football field to students 
who had scored well.
 “We look to congratu-
late and encourage as 
much as we can,” he 
said.
    Top seniors who 
scored in the advanced 
category on the PSSAs in 
reading, writing and math 
were Catherine Boran, 
Emily Brennan, Phil Da-
vidson, Kayla Fehr, Far-
rah Munir, Daniel Quirk, 

Elizabeth Rennick, Dana 
DiRenzo, Kathleen Har-
graves, Andrea Marcolla, 
Neysa Sippel, Andrew 
Porter, Amber Welborn 
and Janna Evans. 
 The top scorers for the 
writing section were Amy 
McKenzie and Jacqui 
Petock. Ryan Pilconis 
received the top reading 
score. McKenzie also 
earned the highest math 
score.
 The DHH Lengel Mid-
dle School students also 
excelled in all aspects 
of the PSSA. Students 
in the fifth and eighth 
grades scored above 
the state average in both 
math and English. 
 The teachers helped 

PASD students achieve academic excellence
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SCHOLASTIC EXCELLENCE  — The top seniors scoring in the PSSA and the National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test include: Jacqui Petock, PSSA writing section 
top scorer;  Janna Evans, National Merit Commended Student; Shannon Griegel, 
National Merit Commended Student; Ryan Pilconis, PSSA top reading score; Kate 
Boran, National Merit Semi-Finalist; and Amy McKenzie, PSSA writing section top 
scorer and highest PSSA math score.
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Music Abroad
By: Megan Miller

PAHS Sophomore 

Sunlight streams in 
through your win-

dow on a warm summer 
day. You get up, eat 
breakfast, and walk out 
onto the streets of Ober-
nai, France? This may 
seem odd for most, but 
for four PAHS students 
who participated in the 
Music Abroad program 
this past summer, it was 
just another ordinary 
day.
 From July 3 to the 23, 
graduate Colin Brennan, 
junior Michael Reier, 
senior Janna Evans and 
senior Scott Fellows 
traveled to several 
countries in Europe. 
A few band directors, 
various other musicians 
from schools in PA,  NJ 
and DE accompanied 
the musicians on the trip 
and comprised the Gold 
Band.
 In order to be involved 
with the Music Abroad 
program, pupils were 
recommended by their 
directors and given an 
opportunity few could 
pass up. 
 “I really wanted to go 
so I could travel outside 
of our country,” Fellows 
said. “It also gave me 
a chance to experience 
different customs and 
cultures.”
 The Gold Band 
performed seven shows 
throughout the duration 

(Continued on page 7)  

By: Samantha Wertz & Emily Tarconish

PAHS Sophomore & Senior
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Her delicate fingers 
glide across the 

black and white keys as 
she sits with poise on the 
bench of her piano, pro-
ducing beautiful music. 
Her passion and dedica-
tion to her music has 
allowed eight-year-old 
Tiffany Cheng to become 
the outstanding musician 
that she is now.
 Sunday, June 13, 
Cheng had the honor of 
playing the piano at the 
prestigious Carnegie Hall 
in New York City. She 
was the second place 
winner in the Young Pia-
nist Competition consist-
ing of young musicians 
from the states of New 
York, Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey.  
 In order to place in the 
contest, Cheng first par-
ticipated in a preliminary 
competition that took 
place May 17, followed 
by a final competition 
May 21.

 To prepare for her per-
formance, Cheng prac-
ticed two different pieces 
for two months prior to 
the event. Typically, her 
practice times include 
one hour each day, and 
a lesson once a week 
with piano instructor Ms. 
Ursula Ingolfsson at the 
Leopold Mozart Academy 
in Philadelphia.  
 Ingolfsson chose three 
students from the Acad-
emy to participate in the 
competition; Cheng was 
one of 60 finalists in the 
solo Young Artist Division.
 “I wasn’t too nervous 
when I played because I 
was ready for my perfor-
mance,” Cheng said. “It 
was a lot of fun.”
 Tiffany’s parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Kwun Chak 
Cheng, were also excited 
about Tiffany’s once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.
 “I knew that the op-
portunity would help 
Tiffany to progress as a 
musician,” Mrs. Michelle 
Cheng said.
 Cheng has been play-

ing piano for three years. 
She began when her 
mother noticed that Tif-
fany had a natural talent 
for music and encour-
aged her to take lessons. 
 At age six, she played 
in a trio with a cello 
player and a violinist. 
She has also performed 
at various community 
events. 
 Tiffany participates in 
monthly recitals and has 
taken a music theory 
class.
 For her performance 
and the various rounds 
of competition, Cheng 
had to memorize all of 
the music she would be 
playing.
 “Tiffany has an excel-
lent ear. If I play a key, 
she can tell me what 
note I played almost 
instantly without look-
ing. She is a very good 
listener and works hard 
at what she does, so this 
has helped her a great 
deal with her musical 
achievements,” Mrs. 
Cheng said.

”

“I want to 
continue 

playing the 
piano because 
I can do it for 
my whole life.  

TIFFANY CHENG
JOHN S. CLARKE 
FOURTH GRADER

Cheng performs at Carnegie Hall
By: Kelsey Minnig

PAHS Sophomore
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PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT 
—  Tiffany Cheng, 8, practices 
her piano piece for upcoming 
performances. Cheng had 
the opportunity to play at 
the prestigious Carnegie 
Hall in New York through the 
Young Pianist Competition. 
She competed against other 
talented musicians from 
New York, New Jersey and 
Pennsy lvan ia . Ti f fany ’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Kwun 
Chak Cheng, were a lso 
excited about Tiffany’s once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity. Her 
mother, Mrs. Michelle Cheng, 
said, “I knew the opportunity 
would help Tiffany progress as 
a musician.”

 Tiffany’s involvement 
in music has had an 
increase in activities for 
her and her family. 
 “When Tiffany plays 
a piece on the piano, 
sometimes I will sing 
along in Chinese,” Mrs. 
Cheng said. “Most of the 
students in her music 
school are also of Chi-
nese descent.”
 Tiffany enjoys listen-
ing and playing classical 
pieces by her favorite 
composer, Johann Se-
bastian Bach, she also 
likes music by pop sing-
ers, such as JoJo. 
 Tiffany’s hobbies 
include swimming and 
shooting hoops. The 
John S. Clarke fourth 
grader would like to be a 
teacher when she grows 
up, and her favorite sub-
ject is math.
 Music, however, is the 
main focus of her young 
life.
 “I want to continue 
playing the piano be-
cause I can do it for my 
whole life,” Cheng said.



Wavelengths3OCTOBER 2004

Members of the Community,

PASD School Board members dedicate time and talent to provide 
the best possible education for the students of our community

Very sincerely,

 It is very appropriate that one of the primary focuses of this 
issue of Wavelengths is the Pottsville Area School District 
Board of Education. We in Pottsville are very fortunate to  be 
led by such a dedicated and caring group of citizens who 
have one goal in mind, and that is to provide the best possible  
education for the students of our district.
 Serving as a member of the school board requires 
attendance at two monthly meetings and additional committee 
meetings throughout the month depending on the number of 
committees on which each board member serves. However, 
the commitment doesn’t end there. One can see our board 
members at the athletic events, musical concerts, banquets, 
assembly programs, pep rallies and many other school district-
sponsored functions.
 On our current board, we have representatives from 
many different facets of our community, and each of these 
representatives has contact with hundreds of people in 
their daily routine. Members of our community freely offer 
suggestions and advice to our board members, who, in turn, 
present these ideas at board meetings for consideration. All of 
our board members are approachable people who are proud 
to be a part of our system and to represent you, the taxpayers 
and the builders of our school district.
 Several members themselves are PAHS graduates, and 
others are parents and grandparents of our graduates. Some 
are your neighbors; others might attend your church or place 

of worship. Each one of them is an active member of our 
community who is willing to represent each of the taxpayers 
of our district.
 It is my opinion that the most valuable attribute of our Board 
of Education is their willingness to work as a team to confront 
every problem in order to get the job done well. Of course, it is 
politics that elects them to our board, but it is very evident that 
once elected, each of our board members is willing to shed his 
or her political background and work not as a politician but as 
the most effective contributor to our district that he or she can 
possibly be.
 The next time you attend a school function with your child, 
make a point to introduce your son or daughter to one of our 
school directors. Our board members and I are interested not 
only in your ideas or concerns but also in the comments and 
suggestions of your child. Teachers, administrators, parents, 
school directors and students working together will continue to 
make the Pottsville Area School District a symbol of excellence 
in our county.

Dr. James T. Gallagher

students prepare for the 
tests all year by incorpo-
rating material that corre-
sponds with the PSSA in 
their lesson plans. 
 “The tests require not 
only the ability to solve a 
math problem or read a 
story, but to comprehend 
and explain what they 
have read,” Principal  
Edward Hauck said.
 The students were 
promised an incentive 
for putting forth their 
best efforts. The top 
tenth percentile in each 

grade and the top scor-
ing homerooms have 
gone on fi eld trips in past 
years. The top scor-
ing fi fth grade students 
typically go to Harrisburg 
to tour the capitol with 
Representative Bob Al-
len. The eighth graders 
go to see a production by 
the Bloomsburg Theater 
Ensemble.      
    There were outstand-
ing individual achieve-
ment as well. Every year, 
PAHS sophomores and 
juniors take the PSAT.
By doing so, they are 
also taking part in the 

National Merit Scholar-
ship Qualifying test. The 
National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation has 
named seniors Janna Ev-
ans and Shannon Griegel 
“Commended Students” 
for their exceptional aca-
demic performance. 
 Senior Catherine Boran 
reached the semifi nal-
ist level. Less than one 
percent of all high school 
seniors in the nation 
reach this level. 
 In order to advance, 
Boran wrote a self-
descriptive essay and 
completed information 

Academic excellence achieved by PASD scholars
(Continued from page  1) about her 

participation 
in community 
activities.
 “Being 
named a 
Commended 
Student by  
National Merit   
is quite an 
honor. I am 
proud to see 
that so many 
other students 
at PAHS are 
making similar 
academic 
achievements,” 
Evans said.
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CONCENTRATION  —  Scholars Jacqui Petock 
and Amy McKenzie are also leaders in several 
extracurricular activities. As editors of Tide 
Lines, the school newspaper, they check 
pages for an upcoming deadline.

Dear Members of the Community,
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Meet the Pottsville Area School Board Directors 

Dr. William R. Davidson
Treasurer

William J. Zimmerman
President

• Member of the School Board for: 16 
years.
• Positions held: Chairman of the Finance 
Committee.
• Most interesting part of the job: Know-
ing that I am helping to better young 
people’s lives.
• Why you wanted to serve: To make sure 
we continue to offer the best education in 
Schuylkill County.
• One common misconception about 
the board: Everyone thinks we get paid 
money.
•  “I’ve been on the school board for over 
16 years and the neatest memory that 

comes to mind was when I had the opportunity to hand my son 
his diploma on graduation night. Not only was I able to be part of 
the School Board, but also getting to hand my son his diploma 
was a thrill.”

Patrick J. Murphy
Vice President

Member of the School Board for: First 
Service: 1987-95; Current Service: 
appointed to fill vacancy in June, 
2003; 9 years.
• Positions held: President of the 
board since December, 2003.
• Most interesting part of the job: A 
chance to contribute to the welfare 
of the community, especially the 
young people; an opportunity to be 
an advocate for public education.
• Why you wanted to serve: The 
chance to work to continue a high 
quality academic program, fine 
extracurricular/athletic programs, 
wonderful buildings and grounds, 
and sound financial position.

• One common misconception about the board: That school 
directors are paid. We serve, under the school code, without 
compensation
•  “I get to work with such congenial members. Whenever we 
have to discuss issues relative to the district, involving new 
programs or decide what we need to do with the school budget 
every year and how we’re going to find the revenue in order to 
support that, we all get along so well. There’s never any bicker-
ing or infusion of personalities that we use against each other; 
it’s a very nice group of people with whom to work.”

• Member of the School Board for: 9 
months. 
• Positions held: School Board Director.
• Most interesting part of the job: Since 
being the former Superintendent at 
Pottsville, maintaining close contact 
and impacting our educational pro-
gram.
• Why you wanted to serve: To renew 
my involvement with the school district.
• One common misconception about 
the board: That School Board members 
receive pay which they do not.
•  “As a former superintendent, now 
serving on the board is bringing back 
many pleasant memories, including the 

excellent academic programs and extracurricular activities, in-
cluding drama and publications that occur in our district, the stu-
dents involved in them and how they have continued to improve.”

Member of the School Board for: 11 
years.
• Positions held: Chairman of the 
Athletic Committee
• Most interesting part of the job: 
Having the opportunity to interact 
with teachers, coaches and ath-
letes in my role as Chairman of the 
Athletic Committee. 
• Why you wanted to serve: I was 
concerned about the challenges 
facing public education from inter-
est groups that have agendas that 
could negatively affect the educa-

tion of our young people. These interest groups range from 
those who would want to limit funding for necessary programs 
to government authorities who push unfunded mandates on 
school districts or interest groups who want to revise history 
or impart an educational philosophy that guarantees a student 
failure. I believe it is incumbent on school directors to be able 
to impart the philosophy of the families that make up the school 
district and not permit the interest groups to dilute or undermine 
the educational progress. 
• One common misconception about the board: The greatest 
misconception that I have noticed is the thinking by some that 
school directors have a political agenda of their own or exist 
simply to benefit a political party, through either hiring or award-
ing contracts. Nothing could be further from the truth. In my 
eleven years on this board I have found each and every director  
that I have served with to be absolutely selfless and commit-
ted to bettering the school district. I have never seen a deci-
sion made with a political agenda. I have never seen a hiring 
that had anything but the best intentions of serving the school 
district in the most positive way.

Dr. Jack Dolbin

These nine dedicated citizens devote much 

time and energy to maintain the educational 

excellence of the Pottsville Area School District.
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• Member of the School Board for: 16 
years.
• Positions held: Negotiations Chairman 
and Public Relations Chairman.
• Most interesting part of the job: Being 
a part of the decision making of a well-
run school district that offers a quality 
education, financial stability, a vast 
array of extracurricular activities and 
beautiful and well maintained facilities.
• Why you wanted to serve: I was very 
active in the Jackson Street and D.H.H. 
Lengel PTA’s, PTA City Council and was 
involved in the formation of the John 

S. Clarke PTA. I knew I could bring a 
“Mother’s Perspective” to the School 

Board.
• One common misconception about the board: That it is a paid 
position.
•  “Years ago the School Board had a feasibility study done to 
see where the district stood and to determine where we needed 
to improve our facilities. Then we grabbed the bull by the horns 
and put the money where it needed to be. As a result, our school 
district is in an outstanding condition. It has been a pleasure to 
serve and work with the present board and all who I served with 
in the past.”

Peg Devitt Koury

• Member of the School Board for:  9 
months. 
• Positions held: School Board Director
• Most interesting part of the job: Being able 
to interact with the student body, faculty, 
custodial, support staff.
• Why you wanted to serve: To help the 
students, overseeing and making deci-
sions with the students’ best interest in 
mind.
• One common misconception about the 
board: That decisions that are made are 
easy. They have many different conse-
quences.

•  “I’m glad that I can help the students. 
It’s really neat to see all the kids that excel academically or athleti-
cally each month. Whether it be essay contests or grades, it’s 
good to see students accomplish things with the opportunities 
that we give them.”

Scott Krater

• Member of the School Board for: 3 
years.
• Positions held: Chairman of the Text-
book Committee, past treasurer.
• Most interesting part of the job: I enjoy 
most aspects of district activities, but 
I enjoy being involved with curriculum 
and athletic issues especially. Pottsville 
has outstanding personnel and it’s a 
pleasure working with them.
• Why you wanted to serve: I always 
greatly appreciated the education and 
guidance I experienced going through 

the Pottsville School District. I hope to contribute in any way I can 
to keep that experience alive and well for today’s students. 
• One common misconception about the board: That I have a key 
to every building and practice field in the District, and that board 
members are paid a salary.
•  “The one thing that impresses me about school districts is how 
they constantly battle financial and legislative obstacles. With our 
experienced teachers and administrators, we are in a great posi-
tion to overcome all of these hurdles.”

Dr. Michael D. Smink

• Member of the School Board for: 9 
years.
• Positions held: Chairman of the 
Buildings, Real Estate and Transpor-
tation Committee, Representative to 
the I.U. #29 board for the Pottsville 
Area School District; member of the 
Board of Trustees of the PASD Sick 
Leave Bank.
• Most interesting part of the job: 
Working with the Superintendent and 
board members ensuring that our 
students continue to receive a quality 
education.

• Why you wanted to serve: I am interested in helping to con-
tinue to improve an already good school system.
• One common misconception about the board: School Direc-
tors are not reimbursed for their services.
•  “The most memorable time for me as a member of the 
Pottsville Area School Board was the evening when I was 
sworn in as a member of the board for the first time by a 
friend, Judge Palmer Dolbin. It was a very emotional moment 
for me, one that I will always cherish.”

Peggy D. Jaeger

• Member of the School Board for: 17 
years.
• Positions held: Personnel Committee 
Chairman.
• Most interesting part of the job: I enjoy 
working with my fellow board members 
in maintaining excellence in education 
in the Pottsville Area School District.
• Why you wanted to serve: I wanted to 
serve my community.
• One common misconception about the 
board: That the board hires teachers 
and custodial and cafeteria staff. Our 
Superintendent does that.
•  “I always wanted and pushed for a 

mural on 16th Street and it finally came to be in 2002. I loved the 
finished product and we received many positive comments about 
it. It was a beautiful addition to the school.

Agnes M. Reiley

School Board interviews compiled by:

Crystyn Hoke

PAHS Sophomore

Emily Tarconish

PAHS Senior
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Long-grueling nights 
in the library pour-

ing over college texts, 
tedious meetings, hours 
of perfecting speeches, 
developing lesson plans 
and deciphering foreign 
languages. 
 This was the demand-
ing schedule three 
seniors took on this sum-
mer. Governor’s School 
was a five-week, free 
scholarship program held 
during July at various 
universities throughout 
the state. 
 Attending one of these 
programs is a prestigious 
honor.
 “It’s an amazing and 
motivating experience by 
meeting other ambitious 
teenagers,” senior Kate 
Boran said.
 There were a number of 
Governor’s Schools in the 
state including: Global 
Entrepreneurship, Teach-
ing, International Stud-
ies, Arts, Health Fields, 
Agricultural Sciences and 
Information Technology. 
 While each scholar 

sive the business world 
is and how it engages 
other careers. It has 
opened my eyes to 
new possibilities for my 
future,” Boran said.
 The Governor’s 
School experience was 
made as real-life as 
possible to give the 
most accurate account 
of future options at 
college and career op-
portunities. 
 “I attended Gover-
nor’s School for Inter-
national Studies where I 
learned the importance 
of communication and 
how difficult world 
peace is to work to-
ward. We were broken 
up into different teams 
representing countries 
and we had to work 
together to solve world 

dilemmas. The course 
work was very chal-
lenging, unlike anything 
I have experienced 
before,” Griegel said.
 These seniors also 
had the rare experience 
of living in a college 
setting by being forced 
into an unfamiliar social 
environment without the 
comfort of close family 
and friends. This some-
what stressful situation 
built confidence in each 
student and created 
lasting friendships. 
 “It inspired me to 
work harder at school 
and I found some hid-
den talents while on my 
own. I gained confi-
dence,” Boran said.
 By attending Gov-
ernor’s School, these 
seniors were able to 

pursued different curricu-
lums, they shared many 
of the same experiences. 
  Gayeuski had the rare 
opportunity of not only 
learning teaching meth-
ods, but also practicing 
them in a controlled set-
ting. Alina’s daily sched-
ule contained classes, 
lectures, writing lesson 
plans and planning ac-
tivities for third and fourth 
grade classes.
 “The unique experience 
of teaching, applying 
skills taught in classes 
and hands-on experience 
made it one of a kind and 
better than any seminar,” 
Gayeuski said.
 Working with a busi-
ness in the Lehigh Valley, 
Boran got to understand 
the business world at the 
Governor’s School for 
Global Entrepreneurship. 
Boran also participated in 
seminars discussing the 
qualities of a leader and 
different career possibili-
ties within the business 
world.
 “I don’t think I will be 
an entrepreneur, but I 
realize now how expan-

explore new possibilities 
and careers, which they 
were unable to experience 
in the ordinary high school 
classroom.
 “It opened me to oppor-
tunities and meet excep-
tional people from around 
the state,” Griegel said.
 “Having three students 
chosen for the Governor’s 
School in one year is a re-
markable accomplishment. 
The application process 
can be extremely grueling 
because the candidates 
are up against the most 
elite students in the com-
monwealth. Kate, Alina and 
Shannon did an exemplary 
job representing Pottsville 
Area High School, and we 
are so proud of their en-
deavors,” Mrs. Mary Ellen 
Setlock, PAHS Director of 
Guidance, said.

Governor’s School activity highlights summer

KATIE BORAN ALINA GAYEUSKI SHANNON GRIEGEL

Somewhere between the con-
versations with my roommate  

realized that the Hugh O’Brian 
Youth Leadership Congress was 
not just another summer camp.
 The goal of HOBY is to seek 
out, to recognize and to develop 
leadership in high school sopho-
mores. I represented PAHS at the 
Central PA HOBY and then contin-
ued to the global level, represent-
ing the state of Pennsylvania with 
five other students.

 Held from July 23-31, 2004, HOBY WLC was a 
life-changing week that was spent in Washington 
D.C., with 473 other teens. Upon my arrival at George 
Washington University, I was placed into a group, F4, 
with 10 ambassadors and one facilitator. F4 was a 
conglomerate of national and international students, 
with Korea, Iraq, Israel and Russia represented.

 My week in D.C. was spent listening to motiva-
tional keynote speakers, touring the historic sites and 
becoming more aware of the world through group 
discussions. We had the opportunity to meet with 
Mohammed Odeh-AL Rehaief, the Iraqi citizen who 
saved Private Jessica Lynch; Mariah Burton-Nelson, a 
professional athlete and author; Raviv “Ricky” Ullman, 
the Disney Television star and even Hugh O’Brian. I 
also spent a day completing 10 hours of community 
service. 
   Despite the time constraints, the friendships made 
through the HOBY opportunity are lasting ones. This 
was an experience I will never forget. It is not everyday 
you can sit down and talk with an Israeli girl, discuss-
ing everything from war to religion. 
 HOBY is not something that can be explained, to be 
understood it must be experienced.
 Sophomores interested in applying for the HOBY 
program should contact Mrs. Mary Ellen Setlock, Di-
rector of Guidance.
 

HOBY program builds character“HOBY is not 
something 

that canʼt be 
explained, to 

be understood 
it must be 

experienced. 

BETH CORTESE
PAHS JUNIOR”

BETH CORTESE

  By: Jacqui Petock

PAHS Senior

  By: Beth Cortese

PAHS Junior
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TideLines
(continued from page 1)

• Mindy Hoopes
 PAHS Sophomore, Editor-in-Chief
• Samantha Wertz
 PAHS Sophomore, Editor-in-Chief 

Wavelengths Staff

PASD Calendar

PASD Phone Numbers
• John S. Clarke Elementary School: 621- 2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School: 621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School: 621-2962
• Academic Center: 621-2900

November
2 — First Marking Period 
Ends
3 — PAHS National 
Honor Society Induction 
Ceremony
6 — SAT
9 — Report Card 
Distribution
10 —PAHS Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 6-8 p.m.
11—Lengel Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 6-8 p.m.
15 — JSC Parent/Teacher 
Conferences  6-8 p.m.
16 — Lengel Parent/
Teacher Conferences 6-8 
p.m.; JSC Book Fair
18 — JSC Parent/Teacher 

Conferences  6-8 p.m.
25-29 — Thanksgiving 
Recess -All Schools 
Closed
December
1 — PAHS Financial Aid 
Night
8 — PAHS Holiday 
Choral Concert 7:30 p.m.
16 — Lengel Choral 
Christmas Concert 7 p.m.
21 — Holiday Band 
Concert 7:30 p.m.- High 
School and Middle 
School Bands
24  — 2 Winter Recess
January
3  — Schools reopen

of their stay across 
sea and practiced for 
four days at Millersville 
University before their 
departure. Other than the 
few practice sessions 
and concerts, the musi-
cians had plenty of down 
time while visiting cities 
such as Venice, Italy. 
 “One of my favorite 
experiences from the trip 
was taking a gondola ride 
on the Venice Canal,” 
Reier said.
 A typical day usually 
consisted of breakfast, 
several hours of sightsee-
ing and free time for 
lunch followed by several 
more exploring trips. No 
set curfew allowed the 
participants their inde-
pendence, despite being 
under the watchful eye of 
their directors.
 “The only downside to 
the trip was how strict 
our chaperons were,” 
Reier said.
 Other destinations of 

the participants included 
Dinkelsbuhl, Germany; 
Pisa, Italy and Westendorf, 
Austria, where Fellows had 
a memorable experience. 
 “Going to the top of a 
glacier in the Swiss Alps 
had to be the coolest thing 
I’d done on the trip,” Fel-
lows said. 
 Memories such as this 
were what made the trip 
such a great opportunity. 
  “If asked to go again, I’d 
say yes without any hesita-
tion,” Fellows said.  
 Musicians interested in 
participating in next year’s 
program should contact Mr. 
Richard Fries, band director, 
for information and an ap-
plication.

The PAHS Marching Band 
received an “Outstanding” 
ranking at the Boyertown 
Band Festival held Septem-
ber 25, 2004.

Publication honors
2004 Hi-S-Potts Yearbook
•  “Rewind,” the 2004 
Hi-S-Potts, was named an 
ALL STATE yearbook by 
the Pennsylvania School 
Press Association. This is 
the eighteenth year in a 
row the yearbook received 
this prestigious honor. The 
yearbook was named a Gold 
Medalist publication with 
five All Columbian honors for 
coverage, concept, design, 
writing and photography 
by the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association of Colum-
bia University.  It is eligible 
for a Crown Award which will 
be announced in March. 

Tide Lines Newspaper
•  Tide Lines, 2003-2004, 
received its thirteenth  ALL 
STATE Award from the 
Pennsylvania School Press 
Association. 
•  The newspaper also 
received its eleventh George 
H. Gallup Award from the 
Quill and Scroll Society and 
was named a Gold Medalist 
by the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association.

Band honors

By: Samantha Wertz
PAHS Sophomore

Every teacher strives 
to find ways to take 

the lessons that are 
taught in the classroom 
out into the real world. 
That is exactly what was 

accomplished in Mrs. 
Johanna Latimer’s kin-
dergarten class.
 Mrs. Latimer taught 
the concept of sorting 
to her math class and 
how to differentiate be-
tween what is living and 
non-living in her science 

class.
 She brought these two 
concepts together with a 
project. Latimer took her 
students outside to plant 
tulips and daffodils in the 
JSC Elementary School 
courtyard. 
 “I planted bulbs. It was 
fun,” Anya Reed said.
 In the spring, the bulbs 
will bloom. This will show 
the students that though 
the bulbs didn’t look alive 
in the fall, they really were 
living.
 Then the class went 
back inside to color pic-
ture examples illustrating 
both categories  and to 
organize them into piles 
of living and non-living. 
 “I’ve been doing this 
project with Mrs. Donna 
Albert’s class for the past 
few years. The students 

Students explore learning possibilities

PHOTO CREDIT: KELSEY BOGAN

DIG IN — Before returning to the 
classroom, the kindergartners 
planted tulip and daffodil bulbs in 
the JSC courtyard. The students 
will see their flowers bloom this 
coming spring, continuing their 
study of living things.

really seem to like 
going outside and 
being with the fourth 
graders,” Mrs. Lat-
imer said.
 This lesson went 
beyond a math and 
science lesson. Mrs. 
Albert’s fourth grade 
class assisted the 
kindergartners with 
the project. 
 “I like to help col-
oring the  pictures,” 
fourth grader Megan 
McCord said. 
 Mrs. Albert is 
also in favor of this 
project. 
 “The fourth 
graders are always 
impressed that they 
are able to help the 
kindergartners with 
no trouble,” Mrs. 
Albert said.
  

PHOTO CREDIT: KELSEY BOGAN

SORTING IT OUT — Mrs. Latimer’s kindergarten class was hard 
at work coloring and cutting out pictures of living and non-living 
things. The kindergartners were assisted by fourth graders from 
Mrs. Albert’s class.
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Six Pottsville Area 
High School stu-

dents, including juniors 
Sierra Herman, Lori 
Chylack, Samantha 
Gibble, Amanda Maurer, 
Tiffany Tobias and senior 
Joan Paul attended the 
Upward Bound program 
conducted at Blooms-
burg University this past 
summer.

   “I got to see how col-
lege life would be and it 
gave me a head start on 
this year’s school work.  
Also, everyone there was 
very friendly and we were 
all very similar,” Chylack 
said.
 Upward Bound is a 
federally funded program 
for first generation col-
lege-bound students.
 “It encourages kids 
to go to college and to 
make something out of 
their lives,” Paul said.

 Bloomsburg University 
provides housing for the 
project.  Participants 
stayed in campus dorms 
and were able to take 
classes that previewed 
the academic curriculum 
of their upcoming school 
year. 
 Academic classes were 
held from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m. The instructional 
sessions touched on 
math courses, including 
Algebra I and Geometry, 
the sciences, English 
courses, including writ-
ing, reading and commu-
nication skills and foreign 
languages.
 “I enjoyed speech 
class because it made 
me more comfortable 
speaking in front of a 
group of people, which 
I didn’t really like to do 
previously,” Gibble said.   
 “The writing class 
helped me to improve be-
cause the teacher would 
assign a paper on a 

topic, read our responses 
and give us advice,” she 
continued.
 After academic classes 
and a lunch break, the 
Upward Bound students 
were busy with electives.
 Teachers offered 
athletic instruction in bas-
ketball, volleyball, karate, 
dance, fitness and soccer 
courses.
 “I played soccer and 
volleyball which was fun 
because none of us were 
really experienced so it 
wasn’t a hard competi-
tion,” Gibble said.
 Other electives in-
cluded SAT Prep, drama, 
yearbook and chess.
 Gibble also enjoyed 
these activities.
 “The classes that pre-
pared you for the SATS 
were the most beneficial. 
We went over different 
problems and questions 
that would be on the 
SATs. Then we took a 
practice test at the end of 

the six 
weeks,” 
she said.
 The 
rest 
of the 
evening 
schedule 
focused 
on free 
time, 
dinner 
and 
study 
hours.
 The scholars needed 
a required number of 
study hours every week. 
This time could be spent 
studying for tests or 
completing homework 
assignments.
 “I read a lot and 
worked on my computer 
during study hours,” 
Chylack said.
 These hours not only 
earned students high 
grades, but also some 
cash.
 “If you did all your 

study hours and got all 
your homework done on 
time, they paid us $15 on 
Friday,” Paul said.
 During the June 
20-July 29 six week 
program, the group 
squeezed in five trips to 
Rickett’s Glen, Lebanon 
Valley College, Millersville 
College, Susquehanna 
University and Washing-
ton D.C.
 The group used these 
opportunities to explore  
college campuses.

  By: Emily Tarconish
PAHS Senior

Students prepare for school year

ACADEMIC PREP  — Hannah Tobin and Jenny Reitz 
of Shikellamy and PAHS junior Sierra Herman share 
a dinner during the Upward Bound program.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOAN PAUL


