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TideLines

What did I get myself 
into?”

 This question popped 
into my head many times 
on the way to Millersville 
University.
 It was a cool and crisp 
Thursday morning in 
May; I was headed for 
the Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership Seminar.
 Little did I know, my life 
was about to change.
 Hugh O’Brian was 
an actor in the late 40s, 
50s and 60s. After a 
trip to visit Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer, O’Brian 
was inspired to begin a 
leadership program for 
high school sophomores. 
HOBY seminars began in 
1958. 
 Upon arrival, we 
were greeted by “Team 
Alumni.”  They were 
HOBY ambassadors from 
the previous two years. 
Team Alumni held signs 
and cheered outside of 
the registration building.  
Needless to say, they 
were very excited to be 
there.
 The four-day seminar 
kicked off with icebreak-
ers to get us acquainted 
with each other. With a 
number and a letter on 
our name tag, we were 
divided into smaller 
groups. 
 The fi rst day was awk-
ward for me as well as 
everyone,  but Amanda 
Markovich, our school’s 
alternate representative, 

attended as well. Hav-
ing her there was a big 
help.
 However, I found that 
I clicked with many 
other students. My fears 
instantly vanished.
 We attended panel 
sessions later that day. 
Many notable commu-
nity members, such as 
the mayor of Millersville, 
spoke to us about lead-
ership roles. 
 The second day be-
gan at 5 a.m. I lethargi-
cally crawled out of bed 
and prepared for the day. 
After breakfast, we were 
on our way to the state 
Capitol building in Har-
risburg.
 The sophomores 
agreed that we should 
take a nap on the way to 
the Capitol. The facilita-
tors, or “tators” as we 
called them, had a differ-
ent idea. They wanted to 
recite HOBY cheers. We 
yelled and screamed the 
entire hour and a half. It 
was so much fun.
 At the Capitol, we 
split up into Republican 
and Democratic par-
ties. I, after selection as 
a Democrat, was then 
sent to the Children and 
Youth Caucus Room. We 
voted on bills within our 
branch, and then took 
the approved bills to the 
House of Representa-
tives. There, we partici-
pated in a mock legisla-
tive session complete 
with the real Speaker of 
the House.
 On the return trip to 

Millersville, the “ta-
tors” told us about “bus 
cheers.” Each of the six 
busses was to perform 
a cheer to the group. My 
bus, Bus 3, defi nitely had 
one of the best cheers. 
 That night was the 
HOBY dance. Everyone 
had a great time as they 
danced, ate ice cream, 
bought HOBY apparel 
and got closer to one 
another.
 Saturday began with 
my bus setting out for 
Franklin and Marshall 
College to learn about 
leadership opportunities 
in college. 
 Next, we all went to 
various locations to 
contribute community 
service. Bus 3 and Bus 4 
found themselves at the 
famous Sertoma Club 
of Lancaster’s Annual 
Chicken Barbecue. This 
chicken barbecue is the 
largest in the world. We 
assembled the meals and 
helped load trucks. 
 Saturday night con-
cluded with the HOBY 

talent show. “Bus 
cheers” were performed, 
and Amanda and I sang 
and danced to the song 
“Sisters” from the popu-
lar movie “White Christ-
mas.”
 Sunday was full of 
tears for all of the HOBY 
ambassadors. The time 
I spent at HOBY was 
truly the best four days 
of my life. There were no 
negative attitudes, name 
calling or put downs. At 
the closing ceremonies, 
we all agreed that we 
would love to be the 
HOBY High School Class 
of 2008.
 HOBY changed my 
life in so many ways. It 
taught me leadership 
qualities, self-confi dence, 
ways to give back to the 
community and self-
discipline. But, most 
importantly, it taught me 
that there are other high 
school students out there 
just like me. Attending 
HOBY was a wonderful 
and life changing 
experience.

Learning to lead

Musicians 
explore 
European culture2 8 Spanish Club 
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highlands of Peru6 Junior chosen 

as  congressional 
page4 Twelve new 

teachers excited 
for new year

By: Kate Zimmerman

PAHS Junior

LEADERS — While in Washington DC, the assembly of Hugh 
O’Brian Youth leaders gathered to learn from the nation’s repre-
sentatives in the Senate and House of Representatives.
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Seniors receive National 
Merit commendations
Based on their high scores 
on the PSATs/NMSQTs, 
seniors Timothy Camise 
and Kate Cerullo were given 
“Commended Student” 
awards in the National Merit 
Scholarship program.

Publications staff wins 
state honors
In the 2006 Pennsylvania 
School Press Association 
Individual Entry Contest, 
several PAHS Publications 
staffers earned honors.
 The PAHS school 
newspaper, Tide Lines, 
winners were:

Seniors: Samantha Wertz, 
two fi rst places; one second; 
Kevin Hillman, one second 
and one third. Juniors:
Hannah Rittle, one fi rst place 
and three second places; 
Kate Zimmerman, one fi rst, 
two seconds; Joseph Kurtek, 
one fi rst place and one third; 
Jocelyn Blum, a fi rst and 
one third; Allie Raring, one 
second and one third; Amanda 
Markovich, one third place.

Hi-S-Potts Yearbook Hi-S-Potts Yearbook Hi-S-Potts
winners were:

Seniors: John Jones, six 
fi rst places, two third places; 
Kelsey Minnig, two fi rst, 
one second; Alyssa Murphy, 
two fi rst, one third; Melinda 
Hoopes, one fi rst place; 
Ashley-Beth Martin, one fi rst 
place; Eric Rajchel, one fi rst 
place; Amanda Rennick, 
one second; Valerie Hughes, 
one second and one third 
place; Jessica Blum, two 
third places. Juniors: Joseph 
Kurtek, one fi rst, one second; 
Katie Zwiebel, one fi rst place; 
Mark O’Reilly, one fi rst place.

Expression Through 
Creativity Literary/Art Creativity Literary/Art Creativity
magazine winners: 

Seniors: Nina Patton, two 
fi rst places and one second. 
Juniors: Jocelyn Blum, one 
fi rst and one second; John 
Flanigan, one third place.
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After enjoying the fi nal After enjoying the fi nal Adays of summer 
with family and friends 
and counting down the 
days, the time had fi nally 
come.
 September 2, junior 
Amanda Markovich 
packed her bags, said 
her good-byes and set 
off for her long “vaca-
tion.”
 For the fi rst semes-
ter of the 2006-2007 
school year, Markovich is 
representing democrat, 
Tim Holden, by serving 
as a page for the U.S. 
Congress in Washington 
D.C.
 “Pages relay mes-
sages back and forth to 
the congressmen and 
answer phone calls for 
them,” she said.
 However, this oppor-
tunity was just the fi rst 
of many for Markovich. 
She explained she has 
had some very valuable 
past experiences with 
programs similar to this.
 “I have been involved 
in a number of leader-
ship programs in the past 
couple of years including 
Hugh O’Brian Youth and 
Dale Carnegie,” she said.
 Until January, Mar-
kovich is living near the 
Capitol along with other 
teenagers participating in 
this benefi cial program.
 “I am staying in a 
building three blocks 
away from the Capitol 
with all of the other 
pages and a roommate. 
The boys are on the fi rst 
fl oor, and girls are on the 
second,” she said.
 With Markovich, there 
are 71 other pages work-
ing with her. For her, that 
means 71 more friends.
 “I love meeting new 
people and this is espe-
cially exciting because 

there are only 72 of us in 
the whole United States. 
Everyone is from a differ-
ent area so it’s interest-
ing to see how we are all 
different,” she said.
 In addition to meeting 
many new people, Mar-
kovich is looking forward 
to seeing the city.
 “I {can’t wait} to 
explore the city because 
living in a big city is 
something I’ve always 
wanted to do,” she said.
 But along with the 
positive points of the 
experience came nega-
tives.
 For Markovich, her two 
biggest concerns were 
leaving Pottsville and not 
being able to fi nd her 
way around the city.
 “I am very nervous 
about leaving because 
I’ve been away from 
home for sports’ camps 
and things like that but 
never for this long. [Also, 
I don’t want to] get lost 
in the Capitol because 
it is so big and there are 
underground tunnels 
we use to go in and out 
from one building to the 
next and I’m afraid I will 
take the wrong one,” she 
said.
 However, on the bright 
side, Markovich received 
much support and many 
helpful words to build 
her confi dence about 
going through with this 
program.
 “I would say that my 
parents have encour-
aged me to do this the 
most. Every time I am 
having second thoughts 
about it, they remind me 
of how lucky I am to be 
one of the 72 juniors in 
the whole country to do 
this and that they will 
be there, just a phone 
call away, if I need them. 
Also, it is comforting to 
know that I have such 
great friends at home 

that care about 
me,” she said.
 Although, 
right now, she 
is not particu-
larly interested 
in a career with 
politics, Amanda 
still feels that this 
is an excellent 
opportunity for 
a wonderful and 
unique learning 
experience.
 “I am actu-
ally leaning more 
toward the medi-
cal fi eld but who 
knows, maybe 
I’ll see a job that 
I like but didn’t 
{realize it} before 
I went,” Markov-
ich said.
 Along with 
being a congres-
sional page, 
Markovich will 
also attend high 
school classes in 
D.C.
 “We have fi ve 
courses, all are 
honors except 
for one, and we 
go to school for a 
few hours a day 
in the Library of 
Congress,” she said.
 Even though Mar-
kovich will be spend-
ing most of the fi rst 
semester in the nation’s 
Capitol, she said that 
hopefully her friends 
in Pottsville will still be 
seeing a lot of her.
 “I plan on staying 
in touch with as many 
people as I can while 
I am there through e-
mails and the phone. 
[Also,] I will come home 
as much as possible, 
defi nitely on all holidays 
and for the Christmas 
Prom. Some of my 
friends have already 
planned out that they 
are going to come visit 
me and I plan on show-

Junior chosen as page

CONGRESSIONAL PAGE — With the Capitol in the background junior 
Amanda Markovich takes a break from her busy schedule. She repre-
sents Tim Holden of the sixth congressional district. Markovich will be 
in Washington, D. C. for the fi rst semester of the school year.

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Phillip Markovich

ing them around when 
they do,” she said.
 Obviously, things are 
going to change around 
Pottsville and Markovich 
will be going through 
some changes herself. 
She said that she thinks 
that everyone will be 
able to adapt, including 
herself.
 “One of the things 
that made me hesitate 
at fi rst was that [things 
will change while I’m 
gone] and I was always 
the kind of person who’s 
afraid of what they’ll 
miss. I know I will grow 
and change a little from 
this experience but it 
would take more than 
just that to break up the 

friendship my friends 
and I have,” she said.
 In addition to staying 
in contact with friends at 
home, Markovich hopes 
to stay in touch with the 
new friends she meets.
 “I do think I’ll stay in 
contact with them. It 
would be fun if I had a 
friend from another state 
and went to visit them 
during the summer,” she 
said.
 Markovich felt fortu-
nate but also knew it 
would be hard for her at 
times when she thought 
about family and friends.
 “It is a challenging 
opportunity, but I am go-
ing to miss everyone in 
Pottsville,” she said.

By: Hannah Rittle
PAHS Junior

By: Hannah Rittle
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By: Alyssa Murphy

PAHS Senior

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Lee Felsburg

CELEBRATE —  Mr. William Zimmerman, PASD School Board 
President; Mrs. Paula Ney, JSC principal; Cole Demcher, PPL 
poster contest winner; Mrs. Patricia Markovich, second grade 
teacher; and Mr. Larry Sparta, PPL representative; celebrate 
Demcher’s winning entry in the electrical safety contest.

Become involved in your child’s academic life

Very sincerely,

It’s my pleasure and privilege to welcome you to the 2006-2007 
academic year at the Pottsville Area School District.  After a very 

pleasant opening, students are already back into their daily class 
schedules and evening athletic and musical activities and prac-
tices.  
 This year when I addressed the faculty on the fi rst in-service day, 
I discussed a topic that I believe is extremely essential to the aca-
demic and emotional success of our students.  I spoke of the need 
to join forces with parents to provide the best possible educational 
community for our students.  In order to do this, we need constant 
dialogue between the school and the parents.
 We are fortunate in the Pottsville Area School District to be able 
to boast of the fi nest faculties in each of our three buildings.  We 
have outstanding teachers who are experts in their respective 
fi elds, however, what makes them exceptional is the fact that they 
are approachable.  I can say with 100% certainty that every teacher 
in our district is not only willing to listen to your concerns, but also 
willing to help handle your specifi c problem or concern with care 
and confi dentiality.  
 I strongly urge all of you to attend our customary parent-teach-
er conferences which are scheduled for November 13 and 16 at 
the John S. Clarke Elementary Center, November 9 and 14 at the 
D.H.H. Lengel Middle School and November 8 at Pottsville Area High 
School.  During these private conferences, you have the opportunity 
to check the progress of your child after the fi rst nine weeks of the 

school year.  However, it is essential that you remember that private 
conferences are not limited to these evenings only.  Administrators 
and faculty members are always available for private appointments 
and/or telephone conferences upon request.  This year classroll.
com will include records of lesson plans, assignments due dates, 
test dates, grades and daily attendance.  Hopefully, this service will 
improve the communication between home and school.
 I urge parents to become involved in the academic life of their 
children.  Each day make your child’s academic routine the main 
topic of dinnertime conversation.  Ask your child what he learned 
that day, what he enjoyed that day, and what, if anything, might 
have disturbed him that day.  Ask him if he has any big projects 
coming up with which you might be able to help.  Ask him if he 
has a buddy to share recess time and lunch time.  Ask him if there 
are any upcoming fi eld trips which you might be able to chaper-
one.  Become involved.  Show your interest.  If your child sees that 
you’re interested, he’ll become interested too.  Making your child’s 
schoolwork, activities, and interests fi rst on your list of priorities 
will always pay off – and the results are defi nitely worth the extra 
effort.  With my best wishes for a profi table academic year for all of 
our students, I remain.

Dr. James T. GallagherDr. James T. Gallagher

PPL electrical safety poster highlights hidden hazards

Dear Members of the Community,

For the past 20 years, 
the John S. Clarke 

Elementary School has 
entered its students in an 
electrical safety poster 
contest run annually by 
the PPL Corporation.
 “Electrical safety is 
important,” Mrs. Patricia 
Markovich,  faculty mem-
ber, said. “My class and 
I have a lesson about it. 
Then we spend another 
lesson brainstorming 
ideas for the posters.”
 Mrs. Markovich taught 
the 2006 second grade 
contest winner, Cole 
Demcher.
 The theme of the con-
test was “Hidden Haz-

ards.” Demcher borrowed 
his winning idea from a 
personal experience.
 During the process 
of designing the poster, 
Demcher’s family was 
building a new home. 
After seeing the wires 
buried in the ground, 
Demcher decided to 
make a statement 
warning people to call 
the PPL hot line before 
planting a tree and to 
beware of hidden wires. 
 “Being a fi rst place 
winner, Cole received two 
shares of PPL Corpora-
tion stock. I feel this is 
a very positive reward be-
cause it teaches children 
what stock is about. It’s 
something he could save 
and accumulate until he’s 

older,” Mrs. Markovich 
said.
 After being the fi rst to 
be informed of Demch-
er’s winning poster, Mrs. 
Markovich immediately 
set out to alert the rest 
of the school, as well as 
plan an award presenta-
tion for Demcher, his 
classmates, school 
administration, his family 
and a PPL executive. 
 “A little after this time 
last year, in December, 
I found out about my 
grandson, Cole, winning. 
Along with his mother, 
father and grandmother, 
I was there. The second 
grade had a party. I was 
really proud of Cole,” 
Mr. Lee Felsburg, PAHS 
guidance counselor, said.

 Though winning the 
poster contest was 
rewarding, the best 
reward of all for many 

was teaching the young 
students about why it 
was important to be safe 
around electricity. 
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By: Samantha Wertz

PAHS Senior

Twelve new teachers excited for new year

Where is my home-
room?” 

 “Did I bring everything 
I need?”
 “How do I get there 
again?”
 These and other such 
questions raced through 
new students’ minds on 
their fi rst day in a new 
school, but they weren’t 
the only ones. Twelve 
new teachers had similar 
worries and fi rst-day 
jitters. 
 Some of the teachers 
were not completely new 
to the district, however. 
A few worked here in the 
past as substitutes before 
becoming employed full 
time. Miss Megan Brown, 
Mrs. Sarah Yoder and 
Mrs. Krista Varano shared 
this situation.
 Mr. Stephen Horvath, 
a new special education 
teacher who began in 
October, worked with the 
marching band percus-
sion section during sum-
mer band camp the past 
few years. This familiarity 
with some of the students 
came in handy on his fi rst 
day as he was not in a 
totally alien environment.
 Mr. John Mennig, on 
the other hand, became 
acquainted with the high 
school when he complet-
ed his student teaching 
requirement with Mrs. Tif-
fany Reedy last year be-
fore taking over Mr. John 
Ruch’s classes. In fact, 
he is now teaching some 
of those same classes in 
the room next door. 
 “I am a lot busier. Last 
year when I was fi lling in 
for Mrs. Reedy, she had 
all of the material laid out 
and all I had to do was 
review it and I was good 
to go. Now I am on my 
own, but I am enjoying the 

challenge,” 
Mr. Men-
nig said. 
 Mr. 
Nathan 
Kraft, 
D.H.H. 
Lengel 
math 
teacher, 
had a 
similar 
experience 
last year 
when he 
student 
observed 
several 
high 
school 
math 
classes.
 Com-
ing from a 
previous 
career 
as an 
engineer, 
Mr. Kraft 
accepted new challeng-
es presented by taking 
on the job of a middle 
school teacher.
 “Everyday is interest-
ing ... At my old job I 
would do a simulation 
on the computer, eat 
lunch and go to a meet-
ing. There is always 
something happening 
here,” Mr. Kraft said.
 After spending 26 
years at the Valley Forge 
Military Academy and 
College, Mr. Harold 
Price decided to return 
to his Alma Mater as a 
permanent substitute. 
He brought with him not 
only numerous degrees 
and teachers’ certifi ca-
tions but also a unique 
teaching experience.
 “You really feel a 
sense of community 
here in Pottsville. The 
students at Valley Forge 
are from all over the 
country and the world 
and you may only meet 

their parents once or 
twice a year. Not much 
has changed since I 
was here as a student,” 
Mr. Price said.
 The new Lengel 
English and Spanish 
teacher, Mr. David Han-
num, joined the middle 
school staff this year 
after a year spent in the 
high school. 
 “It’s really not that 
much different. If kids 
know that you care 
about them and want 
them to learn, they will 
do what you want them 
to do,” Mr. Hannum 
said.
 No matter what their 
backgrounds, all of the 
teachers were excited 
for the school year to 
start and to meet the 
students with whom they 
would spend the year. 
 Regardless of the fact 
that it was merely the 
beginning of the year, 
some teachers already 

planned future projects 
they wanted to try with their 
students.
 Mrs. Yoder anticipated 
using the school’s laptops 
for a special geometry 
exercise that she hoped 
to share with her classes. 
Currently, Mr. Hannum is 
enjoying teaching “The 
Miracle Worker” and “Old 
Man and the Sea.”
 For most, watching their 
pupils grow up was a com-
mon goal.
 “I am looking forward 
to working with young 
children and helping them 
develop into creative, intel-
ligent individuals,” Mrs. 
Kimberly Martinko, JSC 
kindergarten teacher, said.
 Mrs. Judith DiObilda, 
elementary school librarian, 
looked forward to teaching 
her students the joys that 
can be found in reading a 
good book.
 Mr. Hannum was also 
interested in the personal 

NEW FACES — Front Row: Miss Megan Brown, PAHS; Mr. Harold Price, PAHS; Front Row: Miss Megan Brown, PAHS; Mr. Harold Price, PAHS; Front Row
Mrs. Erin Blozusky, JSC; Mrs. Elaine McDonald, JSC. Row 2: Mr. Charles Taronis, Row 2: Mr. Charles Taronis, Row 2
Lengel; Mr. John Mennig, PAHS; Mrs. Kimberly Martinko, JSC; Mrs. Krista Varano, 
JSC. Back Row: Mr. Steven Horvath, PAHS; Mr. Nathan Kraft, Lengel; Mrs. Sarah Back Row: Mr. Steven Horvath, PAHS; Mr. Nathan Kraft, Lengel; Mrs. Sarah Back Row
Yoder, PAHS; Mrs. Judith DiObilda, JSC. Twelve new teachers joined the district 
staff from a variety of backgrounds ranging from a chemical engineer to past 
school substitutes.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MRS. KATHLEEN ZWIEBEL

You really 
feel a sense 

of community 
here in 

Pottsville.

”

“ 

Mr. Harold Price 
PAHS PERMANENT 

SUBSTITUTE

See DISTRICT page 5
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”

“ 

Mrs. Lisa Eckley 
PASD FOOD 

SERVICE DIRECTOR

By: Chelsea Wertz

PAHS Junior

Schools offer breakfast option for pupils

Mornings were busy 
times. Getting 

dressed, fi nishing last 
minute homework and 
catching school buses 
did not leave much 
time for other activities. 
Unfortunately, breakfast 
was often snubbed in 
exchange for other daily 
tasks. 
  To combat this prob-
lem, the district offered a 
solution. For just $1.25 all 
students could purchase 
a breakfast each morning 
before school and eat it 
in the cafeteria.  
 “We want to reach 
those kids that have no 
time to eat a good break-
fast in the mornings,” 
Mrs. Lisa Eckley, Food 
Service Director, said.  
 In the John S. Clarke 

Elementary school 
about 425-450 children 
took advantage of the 
morning breakfast and 
about 100-120 students 
from the D.H.H. Lengel 
Middle school daily 
purchased the breakfast 
in the fi rst two weeks of 
the program. In the high 
school there were only  
about fi ve to six students 
purchasing the breakfast 
each day. 
 The Food Service 
Department hoped for 
more participation from 
students in the high 
school. As more people 
begin taking advantage 
of the breakfast program 
each day, more cooked 
breakfast foods, such 
as eggs and bacon, will 
be introduced. However, 
for now simple healthy 
foods like muffi ns and 
fresh fruit are available 

to the students. 
 The importance of 
breakfast was begin-
ning to be lost on many 
people.
 “If students eat more 
in the morning, they are 
more likely to do better 
on tests and focus more 
during class,” Mrs. Eckley 
said.  
 Studies showed that 
omitting breakfast from 
a daily routine was a 
primary contributor to 
poor performance and 
an inadequate amount of 
nutrition. Some teach-
ers even brought snacks 
for their students in the 
past because they would 
become hungry before it 
was time for lunch to be 
served.
 There were a few draw-
backs that played into 
why breakfast in school 
was impractical for cer-

tain students.  
 “Students sometimes 
do not come inside in 
the mornings while the 
weather is still so nice 
outside,” Mrs. Eckley 
said, “but we hope that 
later in the year students 
will come inside and try 
the breakfast.”  
 Nice weather, times of 
bus arrivals and students 
who were not used to  
breakfast were some rea-
sons why the breakfast 
did not begin with a high 
participation rate in the 
high school.
 As the numbers of 
participants keep rising, 
people will realize that 
this program is being im-
plemented with the goal 
of benefi tting everyone 
and their well-being.
 “It is to help create a 
better learning environ-
ment,” Mrs. Eckley said.

growth that could be 
achieved through litera-
ture.
 “Because middle 
school students are 
younger, they bring less 
knowledge about life to 
class. I am trying to help 
this issue by giving it to 
them, but it takes pa-
tience,” Mr. Hannum said.
 Others were looking 
forward to a different set 
of events besides those 
involved with teaching.
 “I am looking forward 
to the challenge of teach-
ing in a larger school. I 
also look forward to the 
pan rolls at lunch and a 
return to Hershey,” Mr. 
Horvath said.
 While activities in the 
classroom were impor-
tant to everyone, the 
teachers managed to 
stay active in their free 

time too. 
 When Miss Brown 
was not teaching sci-
ence, she enjoyed taking 
dance classes at a 
local studio. Mr. Charles 
Taronis occupied his free 
time with carpentry and 
following high school 
sports. Hobbies such as 
wood working and music 
occupied much of Mr. 
Price’s free time. 
 Although, the retired 
teachers were missed, 
the students found it 
easy to adjust.
 “I miss the old teach-
ers that retired last 
year but the new ones, 
like Miss Brown, really 
inspire me to do extra 
work in class,” junior 
Holly Naradko said.
 Some teens actually 
preferred new teachers 
because they employed 

different teaching tech-
niques in the classroom.
 “I have one new 
teacher and I like how 
she teaches. She doesn’t 
give us work just to do 
something, she gives it to 
us because we need to 

know it,” sophomore Em-
ily Umbenhen said.
 With new teach-
ers came new ideas 
and backgrounds that 
contributed to the school 
and the education of its 
students.

PHOTO BY NATASHA WOISKI

ILLUMINATE — Using an overhead projector, Miss Megan sing an overhead projector, Miss Megan sing an overhead projector
Brown displays the notes for her Biology class.

PASD adds twelve new teachers to staff

If students eat “ If students eat “ 
more in the 

morning, they 
are more likely 

to do better 
on tests and 
focus more 

during class.
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Europe is amazing. 
Everything about this 

vast continent is wonder-
ful. The food, the culture, 
the sights.  
 This summer, I was 
fortunate enough to tour 
fi ve European countries 
with the American Music 
Abroad (AMA) Gold Tour 
2006 along with seven 
other PAHS musicians. 
Participating in the trip 
were: Heather Jenkins, 
Frank Muscara, Joseph 
Maley, Jordan Franko, 
Jennifer Hardock, TJ 
Cromyak and Christian 
Newton. 
 The adventure started 
July 2, in Pennsylvania 
at Millersville University 
where the tour’s Honors 
Band and Choir re-
hearsed for three days to 
prepare for the tour.
 I played the French 
horn in the band and 
also sang soprano in the 
choir.
 On the 4th of July, our 
parents ventured back 
to the campus to see us 
perform in our “Farewell 
Concert.” We departed 
from JFK International 
Airport in New York 
City July 5, and after an 
eight hour plane ride, we 
landed in Zurich, Swit-
zerland. 
 Our fi rst country to 
visit was France. We 
toured a medieval castle, 
visited the quaint town 
of Riquewihr, tasted deli-
cious macaroons, spent 
the night and performed 
our fi rst concert in an 
18th century palace. 
Next, we traveled just 
over the border into 
Germany. 
 Our fi rst stop was Hei-
delberg, where we spent 
the afternoon strolling 
the cobblestone streets 
and shopping in the ritzy 

stores. 
We also 
toured 
another 
beautiful 
castle.
 The 
next two 
nights 
were 
spent in 
Dinkels-
bühl, 
Ger-
many. We 
received 
a guided 
walk-
ing tour 
of the 
prim and 
proper 
town and 
learned 
many facts about 
Germany’s history. This 
was also the site of the 
famous Birkenstocks 
company. We sang in 
Dinkelsbühl’s cathedral 
and performed a concert 
in the Stadtpark, or town 
park. The audiences were 
very receptive and loved 
the American music.
 On our journey into 
Austria, we made a side 
trip to Munich, Germany. 
Westendorf, Austria 
was our next stop. 
While in this clean and 
crisp country, we rode 
a gondola up a 10,000 
foot glacier. We stopped 
halfway to eat lunch, 
and then, after getting 
caught in a treacherous 
hail storm, we headed for 
the top. 
 The air was so thin that 
you could hardly catch 
your breath. Nonethe-
less, the AMA kids had 
a blast because we were 
allowed to snow tube at 
the top. 
 Other adventures in 
Austria included a trip 
to Salzburg to sing in 
the famous cathedral in 
which the Von Trapp’s 

were married, cable 
car rides through the 
Austrian Alps, seeing Eu-
ropean glass blowing and 
attending an authentic 
Tyrolean dancing festival. 
We had two concerts 
while in this amazing 
country.
 After Austria, we 
boarded the coaches 
once again and headed 
for Italy. We spent a day 
in Venice touring well-
known buildings includ-
ing the Doges Palace, 
visiting landmarks and 
taking a gondola ride 
through the “streets.”   
 Another day was spent 
in Florence, where we 
visited the Academia 
which holds the statue, 
“David.”  Two concerts 
were played in Italy.
 On our way back to 
Switzerland, we made a 
stop to see the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa. We ended 
our trip in Lucerne, Swit-
zerland.  
 Personally, this was 
my favorite city, even 
though I loved every one. 
Sitting on Lake Lucerne, 
this city was gorgeous. 
There were fl owers and 

water everywhere.  We 
toured this lovely city for 
an entire day, and then 
made our way back to 
the Zurich International 
Airport.
 Besides sight-seeing 
and performing, other 
experiences were vital to 
the value of the trip.
 “It was an experience 
where I was truly able to 
gain independence unlike 
I would have in any other 
place,” Jenkins said.
 “I thought Europe was 
a great experience. We 
got to sample foods and 
different cultures through-
out the trip. Europe was 
very clean and the people 
were really nice. We 
climbed a mountain  in 
Westendorf, Austria and 
saw a huge cross. We 
signed a visitors’ book 
there. I met so many inter-
esting people and would 
like to go back,” Cromyak 
said.
 Leaving Europe and 
AMA was upsetting for 
everyone. We had just 
spent 18 days meeting 
new kids, making music 
and sharing memories 
that will last us a lifetime. 

Musicians explore unique European culture 
By: Kate Zimmerman

PAHS Junior

”

“ 

Heather Jenkins 
PAHS SENIOR

DEVOUR — While touring Europe, the American Music Abroad students had 
the rare opportunity of tasting new and exciting European foods. On this 
occasion, junior Kate Zimmerman and senior Heather Jenkins sample treats 
from a Riquewihr, France street vendor.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KATE ZIMMERMAN

It was an “ It was an “ 
experience 

where I 
was truly 

able to gain 
independence 
unlike I would 

have in any 
other place.
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Technology initiative brings new computers
By: Thomas Guastavino

PAHS Senior

Technology at 
Pottsville Area School 

District has been identi-
fi ed as one of the six 
priority organizational 
goals addressed in the 
district’s strategic plan,” 
reads the fi rst sentence 
of the district’s technol-
ogy vision statement.
 In the past few weeks, 
students and faculty 
have experienced the ful-
fi llment of this statement 
in more ways than one.
 Just this past summer, 
the school board and 
Technology Department 
implemented a fi ve-year 
cycle policy after which 
time each piece of tech-
nological equipment will 
be considered outdated 
and replaced.
 “With technology 
changing so quickly, 
even fi ve years is a long 
time to wait to replace 
equipment,” Mrs. Dianne 
Dougherty, Pottsville 
Area School District 
Technology Coordinator, 
said.
 This year, every desk-
top computer has been 
replaced with a brand 
new fl at-screen Dell, in-
cluding three labs with 25 
units in each, the library 
with 13 units, two class-

rooms with 12 units in 
each and one additional 
unit in each classroom 
for teachers. The PAHS 
Publications Room 
received fi ve eMacs and 
three ibookG4 laptops.
 “The new computers 
are awesome. Having the 
new computers is a great 
asset in the classroom,” 
Mrs. Millie Broughton, 
teacher, said.
 The fi ve-year cycle will 
be initialized in upcom-
ing years for the elemen-
tary and middle schools. 
John S. Clarke is next in 
line for new computers in 
2007 followed closely by 
D.H.H. Lengel in 2008.
 These new additions 
to the bells and whistles 
of Pottsville Area were 
immediately brought 
into use the fi rst week 
of school when teach-
ers recorded attendance 
online on classroll.com.
 “The purpose of class-
roll.com is to provide 
better communication 
between home and 
school and to enhance 
learning,” Mrs. Dough-
erty said.
 The Technology De-
partment has opted for 
a piecemeal process of 
kicking this new policy 
into gear.
 “It is a lot more effec-
tive if you implement in 

steps,” Mrs. Dougherty 
said.
 Last year, teach-
ers recorded students’ 
grades on this online 
system for the web-
based convenience of 
parents and pupils. This 
year, classroll.com will 
include records of lesson 
plans, assignment due 
dates, test dates and 
daily period-by-period 
roll call eliminating the 
need for paper-and-pen 
attendance. 
 “Since classroll.com is 
new, it will take a period 
of time to get comfort-
able using.  However, I 
feel that it will make my 
job easier and cut down 
on a tremendous amount 
of paperwork,” Mr. Albert 
Portland, teacher, said.
 Classroll.com will also 
assist the main offi ce 
in cracking down on 
truancy.
 “For example, if a 
student is present for pe-
riods one, two and three, 
then does not show up 
on period four, the main 
offi ce can see that he or 
she is not in the proper 
classroom,” Mrs. Dough-
erty said
 Aside from classroll.
com, Pottsville Area 
School District will be ini-
tiating the use of various 
internet learning aides 

such as OPAC in the 
high school library.
 “OPAC, which 
stands for Online 
Public Access Cata-
logue, is a web-based 
program used to fi nd 
books in a library,” 
Mrs. Lillian Hobbs, 
School Library Media 
Specialist, said.
 Those who have 
attended D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School 
and John S. Clarke 
Elementary Center 
should be familiar with 
OPAC because their 

libraries have enjoyed 
this luxury for years.
 “This can be remotely 
accessed from any loca-
tion and will make fi nding 
library books easier for 
high school faculty and 

PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elementary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:  621-2962
• Academic Center: 621-2900

November
ATTENTION SENIORS: 
ALL COLLEGE 
APPLICATIONS ARE DUE 
TO THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 
THIS MONTH
1 — PAHS National 
Honor Society 
Induction
7 — Report Card 
distribution all schools
8 — PAHS Parent/
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m.   
9 — Lengel Parent/
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m. 
13 — JSC Parent/
Teacher Conferences 

6-8 p.m.
15 —  PAHS Club 
Photo Day
16 — JSC Parent/
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m.
12-18 — American 
Education Week
29 —  PAHS Financial 
Aid Night 7 p.m.

Wavelengths Staff
• Samantha Wertz
   PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief
• Katie Zwiebel
   PAHS Junior
   Production 
   Editor-in-Chief

PASD PASD P CalendarCalendarC

students,” Mrs. Hobbs 
said.
 With a steady fl ow of 
new technology into the 
classroom, the technol-
ogy vision statement of 
the district was upheld.

Pottsville Area School District
Community Computer Courses 

Fall Registration Open

For Application or Information Call
570-621-2982 

Classes 3 to 6 or 6 to 9 p.m.
Full Courses Three to Six Hours

Rates From $20 to $40
Half Price Age 60 or older

HIGH TECH — Working on a new Dell fl at screen, junior Christian 
Newton learns how to use the JAVA programming system.

PHOTO BY JOCELYN BLUM
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Lima, Cuzco, Aguas 
Calientes, Puno, Lake 

Titicaca. For seven teens 
and their advisers, these 
are no longer just places 
on a map, but rather 
names that hold a wealth 
of memories from their 
June trip abroad.
 While Peru may not 
sound like the hot spot 
for South American tour-
ism, it was perfect for the 
Spanish Club’s goals.
 “The original purpose 
was to open the students 
up to another culture and 
to use a new language. It 
was better than Mexico 
or Spain where we have 
found that so many 
people speak English. 
You could almost say we 
went to an obscure place 
to be forced to use the 
language,” Mrs. Stepha-
nie Unger, adviser, said.
 Complete immersion in 
a foreign culture was one 

of the main goals.
 “Everywhere we went 
there were lots of na-
tives. The students tried 
to speak Spanish as 
much as they could. The 
townspeople primarily 
spoke Spanish, so if they 
wanted to buy anything, 
they would have to speak 
it,” Mrs. Unger said.
 Besides the apparent 
advantages of traveling 
to Peru, the students 
weren’t completely sold 
on the idea at fi rst.
 “Peru was the stu-
dents’ choice. They 
were also given Mexico 
and Spain to choose. 
Spain was the obvious 
choice but I asked them 
to think about it a little 
more. Usually everybody 
goes to Spain, espe-
cially in college, but to 
say that you’ve been to 
Peru, you’ve really been 
somewhere special. Peru 
is very different; it will 
look good on a resumé 

as well,” Mrs. 
Unger said.
 After the 
destination 
was 
confi rmed, 
months of 
preparation 
and fund-
raising to 
cover a 
portion 
of the trip 
began. While 
the efforts 
seemed 
tiresome at 
times, the 
trip was well 
worth its 
while in the 
end according 
to the 
participants.
 Truly living among the 
people made the trip 
unforgettable for most.
 “The foods were very 
interesting. One that they 
all tried roast guinea pig. 
The way that the indige-

nous people live was also 
very surprising. They live  
like the Amish if you want 
to compare it to some-
thing,” Mrs. Unger said. 
 Above all the geogra-
phy was most striking 
because of its extremes.

 “We were at such high 
altitudes that we were 
all feeling the effects of 
it. Some of us couldn’t 
sleep or we sometimes 
had trouble breathing, 
but people live there 
everyday.” Unger said.

By: Samantha WertzBy: Samantha Wertz
PAHS Senior

Spanish Club hikes highlands of Peru

TAKE A HIKE — Resting during a break on Mt. Macchu Picchu, the PAHS 
Spanish Club enjoys their trip in Peru. Members of the club spent 10 days 
living with the native people and exploring their language and unique culture.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MRS. STEPHANIE UNGER
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