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By: Kate Zimmerman

PAHS Senior

Lunch money, lunch 
tickets and long lines 

in the cafeteria are a 
thing of the past.
 The Pottsville Area 
School District pur-
chased a new system, 
called Point of Sale, for 
organizing meals in the 
cafeterias. The new plan 
is being tested in the high 
school before being in-
stalled in the other build-
ings. Starting September 
10, parents deposited 

money into their child’s 
debit account, and were 
able to track what their 
child was purchasing for 
lunch.
 Parents are able to 
add money at any time 
throughout the year. Des-
ignated envelopes can be 
found in the cafeterias for 
payment submissions. 
Parents can monitor 
and limit their intake by 
viewing records on the 
Pottsville Area School 
District Web Site (www.
pottsville.k12.pa.us). A 
letter will be sent home, 

• Senior participates in 
leadership program:
 At the College of William 
and Mary, senior Amanda 
Markovich attended the 
Economics for Leaders pro-
gram. Amanda was one of 33 
students who were accepted 
nationally.
 The week-long program 
allowed students to gain an 
understanding of economic 
reasoning principles and how 
to use these concepts for 
successful leadership. Par-
ticipants also learned about 
the impact of their decisions 
and the responsibility it 
imposes.

• Hi-S-Potts Yearbook 
& ETC Magazine receive 
honors:
 For the twenty-first year 
in a row, the Hi-S-Potts Year-
book was dubbed a Keystone 
Yearbook by the Pennsylva-
nia School Press Association. 
It was also ranked as a Gold 
Medalist by the Columbia 
Scholastic Press Association, 
and both the Yearbook and 
ETC Literary/Arts Magazine 
received All American honors 
from the National Scholastic 
Press Association.
 The yearbook “Random” 
was among the winners 
of the 2007 Premier Print 
Awards from GATF and 
the Printing Industries of 
America. This is the world’s 
largest most prestigious 
international publishing com-
petition.  The criterion for the 
competition is based solely 
on the look of the publication 
(the quality of Photography, 
Design, Printing and binding).  

•Tide Lines Newspaper 
earns Gallup honor:
For the seventeenth year 
the Tide Lines newspaper 
received the Gallup Award 
from the Quill and Scroll 
International Journalism 
Honor Society for outstand-
ing journalism achievement 
and editorial leadership. 

urging parents to send 
money, when an account 
gets low. Money will be 
carried over from year to 
year. 
  The system’s second 
purpose was to maintain 
the anonymity of those 
students who do not pay 
full price.
 “This program will 
include all students. 
Those who are eligible for 
free or reduced lunch will 
be entered in the same 
way,” Mr. William Zim-
merman, school board 
president, said.
 Most believed that 
POS will be very benefi-

cial.
 “Once the system is 
running and the glitches 
are worked out, I feel 
that the system will give 
students much more time 
to eat and eliminate the 
hassle of obtaining lunch 
money every morning,” 
junior Andrew Pope said.
 Students were looking 
forward to shorter lines.
 “Hopefully, if it works 
out, we will have more 
time to eat our lunch,” 
sophomore Amy Babb 
said.
 “We can only hope that 

See NEW TECH p. 4

EXPLORE —  Student Samuel Sadusky and Remedial Math 
Teacher Mr. Daniel Moyer explore one of the new DELL 
computers recently purchased for the elementary school.

PHOTO BY MAX SHIREY

SCAN —  Freshman B.J. Boran patiently scans his fingerprint 
for the new Point of Scale system in the high school cafeteria.
The system, which will be implemented in all the schools, is 
set up to eliminate the use of money in the lunch line and to 
save time.

PHOTO BY NATASHA WOISKI
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Congratulations! Mr. 
Richard Fries has 

personally recommend-
ed you for our American 
Music Abroad Honor 
Bands, Choirs and Or-
chestras Tour of Europe 
for 2007.”
 Graduate Andrew 
Bensinger, senior Justin 
McDonald and juniors 
Samantha Muscara and 
Lisa Reier each read this 
statement after slicing 
open their letters from 
the directors of American 
Music Abroad.
  The students were 
nominated by Mr.  Fries, 
the high school band 
director, if they showed 
superior achievement 
in their instrumental 
talents. Musicians put 
in hours of rehearsal in 
and out of school. The 
teens who excelled were 
selected to have the 
chance to participate in 
the European tour. 
 “I had wanted to get 
the chance to go to 
Europe and I love music, 
so I was excited to do 

concerts grew to be 
much better. By the time 
we were in Switzerland 
and Italy we performed 
really well and more 
people came to see us. 
They appreciated us,” 
McDonald said. 
 Muscara and Reier  
chose to be in the choir 
while they were on 
the trip in addition to 
playing with the band. 
They performed at the 

European tour showcases teen musicians
By: Chelsea Wertz

PAHS Senior
both over the 
summer,” Reier 
said.
 The first 
time all the 
attendees met 
was at Millersville 
University July 
3. Each student 
auditioned for 
chair placement 
and they began  
practice. During 
the three days 
they spent 
together, the 
instrumentalists 
formed 
friendships.
 “When I got to 
Millersville, I was 
very hesitant, but 
then I started to 
meet people and I felt 
a lot better,” McDonald 
said.
 The tour was held 
from July 3 to July 22. 
Students were joined by 
other instrumentalists 
from all areas of the 
country. July 6 they 
performed their first 
concert as a group for the 
public. 
 “I think as we played 
more for people the 

”

“ 
Lisa Reier

PAHS Junior

I had wanted to 
get the chance 
to go to Europe 

and I love 
music, so I was 

excited to do 
both over the 

summer.

same concerts at which 
the band played. There 
were eight scheduled 
concerts. Both groups 
performed in outside 
venues for the public and 
inside large cathedral 
churches. 
 “When we started to 
sing inside one of the 
huge churches, I was  
amazed. The sound was 

ACHIEVE — With pride John S. Clarke teachers Ms. Lisa Barr, Mrs. Patricia 
Denmon, Mrs. Camille Mattera and Ms. Susan Ebling accept the 2007 
Environment and Ecology Exemplary Award.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MRS. PATRICIA DENMON

Environmental honors

The third grade faculty of the John S. 
Clarke Elementary Center received the 

2007 Environment and Ecology Exemplary 
Award, presented  August 1 at Seven 
Springs Mountain Resort. This recognition 
was for the cross-curriculum project on 
the Pennsylvania ecosystems that aligned  
Pennsylvania Science and Ecology Stan-
dards with reading for comprehension. 
The award was given by the Pennsylvania 
Departments of Education, Environmental 
Protection and the Governor’s Council for 
Environmental Education. 
 The school was presented with a plaque,  
framed nature print and a monetary grant 
to continue this valuable project.
 Mrs. Denmon said, “We did this so that 
we could connect science and reading and 
improve the comprehension skills of the 
pupils.” 

See ABROAD p. 6

PHOTO COURTESY OF JUSTIN MCDONALD

ABROAD — Taking a break from their rigorous European performance 
schedule,  senior Justin McDonald, juniors Lisa Reier and Samantha 
Muscara and 2007 graduate Andrew Bensinger enjoy the camaraderie of 
the  American Music Abroad experience.
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Dear Members of the Community,
   

well as expertise in use 
of educational technol-
ogy to their positions.
 “An outstanding 
educator will take the 
time to help a student 
after school, and will go 
the extra mile for his or 
her students,” Miss Lisa 
M. Doyle, eighth grade 
physical science teacher, 
said.
 The school district’s 
teachers felt strongly 
about the well-being of 
their students.
 “Educators should 
possess a passion to 
teach kids and know 
what an important role 
they play to the future 
of our country,”  Mrs. 
Suzanne Fredericks, sci-
ence teacher at the high 
school, said.

District welcomes 48 new faculty members 

The start of the school 
year brought friends, 

books and different 
classes. It also meant 
new faculty members.     
 This school year, there 
were 48 staff members 
added to the school 
district’s roster.
 Many of the staff 
members now teach in the 
school district from which 
they graduated.
 “I am looking forward 
to working in a school 
district, not only where 
I am an alumna, but 
also an influence,” Ms. 
Heather Davidson, third 
grade teacher, said. 
 The additional staff  
brought enthusiasm as 

Everyone has always said that the older we get, the 
faster time flies by. Well, I can personally attest to 

the truth of that statement; however, as the first marking 
period comes to a close, I believe the same holds true for 
students from kindergarten to seniors.
 I was delighted to see so many interested parents and 
grandparents attend our annual “Back to School Night.”  
I strongly encourage you to participate in our November 
parent/teacher conferences, which are scheduled Novem-
ber 12 and 15 in the John S. Clarke Elementary School; 
November 8 and 13 in the D.H.H. Lengel Middle School 
and November 14 at Pottsville Area High School.  These 
sessions will allow you to have a private conference with 
your children’s teachers during which you will have the op-
portunity to monitor the progress of your child after the first 
quarter of the year has been completed.  Parents should 
keep in mind, however, that it is not necessary to wait until 
these scheduled conferences to contact a teacher when a 
potential academic problem exists.  Faculty members are 
always available for private appointments and/or telephone 
conferences upon request.
 As the school year hurries by and we approach the end 
of the first marking period, I am concerned about many 

of our students who have not experienced success in 
their coursework so far.  At this point in the semester, it’s 
sometimes too easy to just throw in the towel and expect 
the next failure on a test – just because that’s the way it’s 
been since the beginning of the year.  Too many students 
in this situation assume that failure is definitely in the cards 
for them and don’t understand that there’s so much help 
available to them, just for asking.  We have peer tutors in 
the John S. Clarke, D.H.H. Lengel and Pottsville Area High 
Schools. These programs are taught by fellow students 
who are willing to offer their services to their classmates by 
offering an additional explanation of the topic, and some-
times that’s all it takes for a student to have a concept 
become clear in his or her mind.
 The pressures of growing up are tough. Let’s lighten the 
load for our students by offering to help. Sometimes we’ll 
have to ask to be permitted to enter their lives, but once 
we have the key to that lock, all kinds of doors will be open 
for our children.

Parents and teachers work together to help children

By: Samantha Muscara
 PAHS Junior

FACULTY —  Front Row: Ms. Sofia Capone, Mrs. Leslie Salem, Mrs. Kelly Devine, Ms. Alicia Fabiani, 
Mrs. Lisa Holobetz, Ms. Jessica Snyder, Mrs. Natasha Bubnis, Ms. Sally Schlitzer, Ms. Kelly M. Brennan, 
Ms. Ashley McCabe. Row 2:  Mrs. Anne Murray, Mrs. Debra A. Laureti, Ms. Elizabeth Wetzel, Mrs. 
Tracey A. Fidler, Mrs. Julia Leiby, Mrs. Wendy Nabholz, Ms. Jessica Harle, Ms. Mary Fetterolf, Ms. Amy 
Wasilewski. Row 3: Mr. William Rhoads, Mr. Matt Maccarone, Mrs. Suzanne Fredericks, Miss Jennifer 
Pahira, Miss Lisa Doyle, Mrs. Stephanie Maroukis, Miss Maria Hinchey, Ms. Jennifer Lipton, Miss Katie 
Holobetz. Row 4: Mr. Michael Welsh, Mr. Christopher G. Lombel, Ms. Jenna DeMarkis, Ms. Heather 
Davidson, Ms. Stephanie Gaddy, Ms. Danielle Nester, Mrs. Tara T. Hess, Mrs. Donna Romano. Row 5: 
Mr. Lucas McMurtrie, Miss Jacquelyn A. Mitchell, Ms. Rebecca Frandsen, Mr. Christian Selinko, Mrs. 
Manuela Koch, Ms. Kimberly Borsuk. Back Row: Mr. Jon Hughes, Mr. John Carr, Mr. Thomas McGeoy, 
Mr. Michael Towle. Not Pictured:  Mr. David Mullaney, Ms. Kelly A. Brennan.

PHOTO BY CHELSEY CULBERT

Very truly yours,

Dr. James T. Gallagher
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By: Joseph Kurtek

PAHS Senior

Seniors gain from Governor’s School experience

School in the summer? 
Well, for two 

ambitious Pottsville Area 
High School seniors, 
summer meant a chance 
to get away and enjoy the 
opportunity to participate 
in a Governor’s School 
Program.
 Seniors Jackie 
Hanzok and Samuel 
Goodman spent their 
summer learning about 
areas of education 
which interested them 
by attending five week 
seminars for exceptional 
students.
 Hanzok, a member of 
the cross country and 
track teams and Peer 
Educators, participated 
in the science program 
held at Carnegie Mellon 
University in Pittsburgh. 
The course began June 
24 and ended July 28.
 “At first, it was kind of 
scary being away from 
home because I had 
never visited the city 
of Pittsburgh and I had 
never been by myself 
for five weeks, but in the 

end, it was an incredible 
experience,” Hanzok 
said.
 Hanzok’s program 
emphasized the latest 
advances in computer 
science, physics, 
chemistry and biology.
 “We went to class and 
were lectured on topics 
in biotechnology and 
innovations in the field 
of modern science. It 
was truly invigorating to 
learn something new,” 
Hanzok said.
 Some of the in depth 
topics during the five 
week course were 
chaos and the wave 
particle duality of light, 
genetically modified 
foods, molecular 
dynamics simulations, 
high temperature 
superconductors and 
revolutionizing studies in  
neuroscience.
 The focus features 
were brought to life 
by lively professors at 
Carnegie Mellon whose 
primary goal was to 
leave the students with 
a lasting education.
 “The professors were 
very learned and knew 

a great deal about their 
respective topics. They 
tried to explain complex 
topics in an entertaining 
way. They also allowed 
us to meet two people 
from the Discovery 
Channel’s hit show, 
‘Myth Busters,’” Hanzok 
said. 
 While Hanzok 
was completing her 
coursework, Goodman 
was embarking on his 
own journey.
 Goodman, a member 
of the Drama Club and 
National Honor Society, 
participated in the 
Global Entrepreneurship 
program at Lehigh 
University.
 Although most 
Governor’s School 
programs only 
accept Pennsylvania 
residents, the Global 
Entrepreneurship 
program admitted 10 
international students in 
addition. For Goodman, 
this meant studying 
economic topics 
with a diverse group 
of individuals from 
around the globe who 
had differing views of 

business ventures.
 “Most of the foreign 
students were quite familiar 
with American customs 
and spoke English fluently. 
However, for a few, this 
experience must have been 
very special. One student, 
Pasha, lived in Belorussian 
dictatorship and could not 
help but ask questions that 
seemed common sense to 
the Pennsylvania students. 
I learned almost as much 
about foreign cultures as I 
did about entrepreneurship 
from the actual program,” 
Goodman said.
 Topics such as effective 
business concepts and 
work force leadership were 
main components of the 
curriculum stressed during 
the five week course. 
 “Grey haired CEO’s and 
young entrepreneurs were 
not the only speakers 
to come and share their 
wisdom. Foreign diplomats 
made sure to emphasize 
their importance in 
business. The students also 
attended special programs 
showing how countries 
competed for certain 
businesses,” Goodman 
said.  ”

“ 
Jackie Hanzok

PAHS SENIOR

It was truly 
invigorating 

to learn 
something 

new.

Latest in technology implemented in all district schools

the system will be ef-
fective. We are trying 
something new and we 
hope for the best,” Mr. 
Zimmerman said.
 The middle and 
elementary schools will 
incorporate the POS sys-
tem in their cafeterias as 
the year progresses.
 In addition to the new 
technology in the high 
school cafeteria, SMART 
Boards, which are com-
puter interactive white 
boards, were purchased 
for the district.  The 
boards allow for teachers 

to show projected im-
ages from a computer. 
Digital notes and lesson 
plans are able to be re-
flected as well as graphs 
and charts. 
 Junior Preet Ahluwa-
lia said, “In my speech 
class we were able to 
integrate the SMART 
Board into the research 
end of the class. It re-
ally helps to be able to 
see exactly what the 
computer screens would 
look like when we need 
to do computer-based 
research.”
 PAHS Librarian Mrs. 

Lillian Hobbs said, 
“I think it’s [SMART 
Boards] great. It’s inter-
active and gives a stu-
dent a larger screen to 
view instead of a small 
... it’s user friendly.”
 Mrs. Donna Albert, 
fourth grade teacher, 
used a SMART board 
when she had a guest 
speak for her class.
 “It was really nice. It 
makes things easier to 
present to the class. 
The kids really enjoy 
them,” she said.
 The John S. Clarke 
Elementary School has 

also received new comput-
ers.
 “They allow students 
to work at their own level. 
Students can either be 
challenged or have time 
to review their work. They 
work fast, which helps in 
kindergarten,” Mrs. JoAnne 
Mercuri,  kindergarten 
teacher, said.
 As the digital age 
introduces innovative 
educational tools each 
year, the Pottsville Area 
School District continues 
to stay on the cutting edge 
of the latest in educational 
advances.

NEW TECH
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By: Hannah Rittle

PAHS Senior

HOBY program encourages teen leadership

Cheering, showing 
off one’s talents, 

laughing, volunteering 
and learning all at the 
same time.
 These were a few of 
the many activities at 
the Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership Conference.
 Two juniors, Lisa Reier 
and Samantha Muscara, 
attended the seminar this 
past spring at Millersville 
University.
 “My favorite part of this 
experience was seeing 
the talents, experience 
and qualities that the 
other ambassadors 
had to offer, especially 
at the talent show, and 
debating, voting and 
passing bills in the 
Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives,” Reier 

said.
 Muscara agreed with 
Reier and felt that the 
little games the pupils 
played with each other 
helped in getting to know 
the others more.
 “We had many 
icebreakers, like building 
a tower out of sticks 
and marshmallows and 
playing ‘two truths and a 
lie,’” she said.
 Both teens hoped to 
incorporate HOBY into 
their lives in some way. 
Muscara believed that 
the experience would 
better her chances to 
go to the college of her 
choice.
 “HOBY is 
such an amazing 
accomplishment to put 
on your resumé. I’ve 
taken so much from the 
experience so I plan to 
mention it on all of my 

applications,” she said.
 Reier hopes to use the 
information she learned 
from the speakers who 
attended the seminar to 
help her later in life.
 “The speakers gave 
really good advice and I 
intend to use the advice 
in every possible aspect 

of my life,” she said. 
“There is not a day that 
goes by that I do not 
think of HOBY. Not only 
did I gain leadership 
experience, I gained 
lifelong friends and 
memories that will be 
with me for the rest of my 
life.”

By: Samantha McDonald
PAHS Junior

Dale Carnegie seminar benefits student participants

Over seven million 
people have gradu-

ated from the Dale Carn-
egie Youth Advantage 
program. 
 This year four students 
from the high school 
are participating. They 
include: sophomore Sean 
Brennan, junior Saman-
tha Muscara and seniors 
Mark O’Reiley and Sa-
mantha Lecher.  
 Every Tuesday night, 
for three hours teens 
from several Schuylkill 
County high schools 
gather at the Good Sa-
maritan Hospital to take 
part in this life learning 
experience.
 “Dale Carnegie is very 
long, but it is worth tak-
ing it because it looks 
good on college appli-
cations and it will also 

teach me lifelong skills 
that I will be able to use 
in the future,” Lecher 
said. 
 Students learned skills 
at Dale Carengie such 
as: leadership and public 
speaking, how to deal 
with stress in everyday 
life, ways to think more 
openly, how to memorize 
information and how to 
reduce self-conscious-
ness and fear.
 “Being involved in the 
Dale Carnegie program 
helped me deal with the 
tremendous amount of 
stress that I deal with 
on a daily basis,” Artie 
DiCasimirro, a Dale 
Carnegie graduate, said.
 In class students 
participated in many 
activities such as making 
speeches to the class 
about accomplish-
ments they already have 
achieved or hope to 

achieve in the future.  It is 
a requirement that each 
participant take part in a 
community service proj-
ect at the end of the year.
 “One of our projects 
this year was to share a 
life changing experience 
with the rest of the class.  
My life changing experi-
ence was September 
11 but there were many 
topics varying from a 
student’s relative hav-
ing a heart attack, to 
deaths in families, to a 
family member’s experi-
ence with cancer. It really 
taught us to open up and 
share our feelings with a 
large group of strangers,” 
Brennan said.
 Reading inspirational 
quotes was also on the 
agenda at Dale Carnegie.  
These quotes were usu-
ally from the man who 
created this program in 
1912, Mr. Dale Carnegie.

 “Instead of worrying 
about what people say 
of you, why not spend 
time trying to accom-
plish something they will 
admire.”  
 “Feeling sorry for 
yourself, and your pres-
ent condition, is not only 
a waste of energy but the 
worst habit you could 
possibly have.” 
 These were two of 
the many quotes the 
students read.
 “With the many leader-
ship programs that exist, 
Dale Carnegie seems 
to be one of the more 
popular ones.  It taught 
me so many new things, 
including how to meet 
others, to become more 
self-confident and to 
encourage others.  The 
skills I learned at Dale 
Carengie are lifelong,” 
Hannah Rittle, a Dale 
Carnegie graduate, said. ”

“ One of our 
projects this 
year was to 
share a life 
changing 

experience 
with the rest 
of the class.

Sean Brennan
PAHS Sophomore 

MEET AND GREET — HOBY participants in Group 1.0 pose dur-
ing a break in the leadership seminar conducted at Millersville 
University. 

PHOTO  COURTESY OF  SAMANTHA MUSCARA
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”

“ One thing I 
learned from 
Kat was that 

there are a lot 
of different 

kinds of 
animals and 

people that live 
in Suriname.

just mind-blowing and 
the acoustics made it 
sound even that much 
better,” Bensinger said.
 Throughout the trip 
students were able to 
do more than just play 
at concerts. They toured 
Germany, Australia, 
Switzerland, Italy and 
France. 
 The students tried 
to compare each new 

friendly and extremely 
helpful to us,” Bensinger 
said.
 By the end of the two 
and a half week journey 
each instrumentalist 
had experienced a new 
cultural awareness. The 
teens returned home 
with new relationships, 
a broader cultural 
understanding, increased 
musical experience 
with other talented 
instrumentalists and 

Peace Corps volunteer visits JSC fourth grade 
By: Amanda Markovich

PAHS Senior

Nicole Weiss
JSC

FOURTH GRADER

ABROAD

Teen musicians perform on European tour

Wide open eyes, ea-
gerly raised hands, 

questions being shouted 
out from every direction. 
This was what one found 
in Mrs. Donna Albert’s 
fourth grade classroom 
in the John S. Clarke El-
ementary School  August 
30. 
 The class received 
a special visit from 
Kathryn (Kat) Edwards, a 
three year Peace Corps 
representative in Para-
maribo, Suriname, South 
America. 
 “I am a long time friend 
of Kat’s mother, and Kat 
has been writing to my 
classes ever since she 
left. Kat first wrote to my 
06-07 class and she re-
ally made sure to answer 
each of their questions 
by letter. I intend to have 
this year’s class write 
to Kat too,” Mrs. Albert 
said.
 Kathryn is 27-years-old 
and originally from Dun-
more, Pennsylvania. She 
graduated from Temple 
University with a degree 
in business. 
 Kathryn first left for 
South America in May 
2006 and is registered 
to be a representative 

for two 
more 
years. 
 “There 
were 25 
Peace 
Corps 
Repre-
senta-
tives 
that 
went to 
Surina-
me. We 
traveled 
to South 
America 
together 
and 
when 
we first 
arrived,  
we 
all lived together in an 
American village. Then 
we  separated into differ-
ent Amerindian villages,” 
Edwards said. 
 With  full attention from 
the class, Edwards used 
the new SMART board to 
present  brilliant pictures 
of her life in Suriname.  
 Through Kat’s presen-
tation, the students were 
also  exposed to the 
cultural diversity that can 
be found in Suriname. 
 “One thing I learned 
from Kat was that there 
are a lot of different kinds 
of animals and people 

that live in Suriname,” 
pupil Nicole Weiss said. 
 Edwards’ presentation 
also allowed the students 
to see how different life 
was for children in Suri-
name.
 “One of my favorite 
pictures that Kat showed 
us was the one of how 
the kids in Suriname 
used oil cans for toys; 
they made them into little 
toy cars,” Christopher 
Muench said.
 Faith Hooper was also 
surprised to see how dif-
ferent life was in Surina-
me for the young girls. 

 “I liked the picture of 
the little girls braiding 
hair,” Hooper said.  
 Thanks to Kathryn and 
Mrs. Albert, the children 
were able to see the 
world from a different 
cultural perspective and 
what life was like for kids 
their age.
 “I asked Kat to come 
speak to the class be-
cause I feel it is impor-
tant for the children to 
see how people in other 
countries live and to 
teach them to appreciate 
what they have,” Mrs. 
Albert said. 

place to back home 
and quickly understood 
that the cultures, along 
with the scenery, were 
different to them.
 “All of the cultures 
were very different. 
I had to learn to eat 
different foods because 
not everyone in all 
countries eats the same 
food. The language 
barrier was challenging 
but in a lot of places 
the people were very 

enough memories to last 
a lifetime.
 “I know that I will stay 
in touch with friends I 
made as long as I can. 
I still talk to the people 
from the trip on a regular 
basis and we are plan-
ning times that we can 
visit each other soon,” 
Muscara said. “After the 
trip was over I knew that 
I had made some great 
memories with a bunch 
of lifelong friends.”

PHOTO BY JOCELYN BLUM

VOLUNTEER — Peace Corps member Kathryn (Kat) Edwards speaks to Mrs. Donna 
Albert’s fourth grade class about her experiences in Paramaribo, Suriname, South 
America. Ms. Edwards had been corresponding with the youngsters.
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Exploring the free enterprise system
By: Susan Cheng

PAHS Sophomore

Imagine operating your 
own business, manag-

ing money, marketing 
and making real deci-
sions all while having the 
time of one’s life. This 
past summer, juniors 
and seniors from all over 
the state were given the 
chance to participate in 
Pennsylvania Free Enter-
prise Week. 
 PFEW is a program 
that encourages students 
to explore the business 
life. They are joined with 
business people from 
throughout the state. 
Together they work to 
learn and to appreciate 
America’s free enterprise 
system.
 Among the students 
who participated in 
PFEW from Pottsville 
Area High School last 
summer were juniors 
Lisa Reier, Chris Ward, 
Neil Johnson and Mariah 
Gardner.
 “When we saw the 
speaker for PFEW, it 
sounded like a lot of fun, 
and it looks good on 
your college application,” 

Gardner said.
 The students were 
divided into either the 
financial or marketing 
section.
 Each group was to se-
lect an imaginary item to 
be sold. The leader and 
members of their group 
worked on strategies 
that would help sell their 
products faster and more 
efficiently. 
 At the end of the day, 
the product strategies 
would be run through a 
simulated computer. The 
members of the group 
would get realistic results 
of how well their item 
sold. From there, the stu-
dents working in finance 
had to make decisions, 
communicate with each 
other and figure out what 
needed to be done to 
improve their sales.
 Members of the 
marketing group created 
advertisements for prod-
ucts in their business, 
utilizing radio broadcasts, 
billboards, magazines, 
web sites and television 
commercials. They also 
selected a targeted age 
group as the focus for 
the campaign.

 One of the 
most vital parts 
of PFEW were 
the motivational 
guest speakers 
who taught the 
students im-
portant lessons  
helpful to their 
week. 
 According to 
the teens who 
participated in 
PFEW, it was 
a memorable 
experience that 
everyone should 
try. 
 “We didn’t just 
do business. 
There also was a 
volleyball compe-
tition. During our 
free time, people 
played games and 
hung out in the student 
lounge,” Reier said.
 PFEW helped teens, 
and especially business 
students, in exploring 
options for their future 
career path. 
 “PFEW gave me an un-
derstanding of what the 
‘business world’ is like. 
When I apply for a job 
in the future, I will have 
PFEW to thank for show-

PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elementary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:   621-2962
• Academic Center:  621-2900

November
6 — Report Card 
Distribution All 
Schools
7 —  PAHS National 
Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony
8 & 13— Lengel 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 6-8 p.m.
12 & 15 — JSC Parent/
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m.
14 — PAHS Parent/
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m.
22-26 — Thanksgiving 
Recess All Schools 
Closed
27 — Schools Re-open
28 — PAHS Financial 

Aid Night 7 p.m.
December
2 — Drama Club 
Winter Review
4 —  Mid-Point 
Second Marking 
Period
5 — PAHS Christmas 
Choral Concert
6 — Lengel Christmas 
Choral Concert
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ing me the ‘ropes,’” 
Johnson said.
 “For not knowing any-
body there, I had a great 
time. Our company took 
second place overall, 
and we became great 

This year, students at 
Pottsville Area High 

school were given a new 
opportunity to participate 
in the Your Employability 
Skills Program (YES). 
Taught by Mrs. Deidre 
Anchorstar and Mr. John 
Mennig, the YES Pro-
gram is offered to seniors 
as a full year course. 
 By taking the YES 
Program, students will be 
learning the skills that are 
necessary to be success-
ful in today’s increasingly 
competitive workforce. 

To name just a few, 
topics such as effec-
tive meeting skills, team 
effectiveness, problem 
solving, goal setting, 
conflict resolution and 
time management will 
be covered throughout 
the year. By working 
together in various group 
activities and listening 
to guest speakers from 
the community, the teens 
will be able to gain the 
knowledge required to 
earn the YES Certificate 
at the end of the year. 
Several Schuylkill County 
Employers were asked 
to endorse the YES 

Program. 
 “Students who attain 
the certificate are guar-
anteed an interview with 
participating employers, “ 
Mrs. Anchorstar said.
 For anyone looking to 
get a head start with their 
future, the YES Program 
is strongly suggested for 
helping one to do just 
that.  
 “The YES Program is 
an important class for 
our students because it 
not only prepares them 
for their future, but also 
gives them advantages in 
the local workforce,” Mrs. 
Anchorstar said.

New program inspires futures
By: Amanda Markovich

PAHS Senior

friends,”  Ward said. 
 Pennsylvania Free 
Enterprise Week gave 
students a hands-on 
experience of what it 
was like to be a business 
entrepreneur.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARIAH GARDNER

ENTREPRENEURS — Members of the Company H-3 team at Pennsylvania 
Free Enterprise Week relax after a day spent developing a business plan 
and marketing strategies for their product, cloud 10 sneakers. PAHS junior 
Mariah Gardner explained that the team targeted 13 to 25-year-olds with 
a multimedia advertising campaign.
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During the month of 
July, four Pottsville 

Area High School 
students attended the 
Upward Bound program 
held at Bloomsburg 
University. The teens who 
attended the program 
included juniors Edward 
Bealer and Anthony Lor-
ence, and senior Saman-
tha McIllwain. Graduate 
Amber Fryer also partici-
pated as a counselor.
 Participants had to 
meet specific federal 
criteria. The representa-
tives must have com-
pleted eighth grade, but 
have not yet entered 
twelfth. The applicants 
must exhibit excellent 
academic potential, 
demonstrate enthusiasm, 
meet income guidelines 
established by the United 
States Department of 
Education, and be a 

potential first-generation 
college student.
 “I love being in Upward 
Bound. It really helps you 
learn what college life is 
like, and you get to meet 
awesome people. I met 
some of my best friends 
through the summer pro-
gram at Upward Bound,” 
McIllwain said.
 “It was the time of 
my life. I think everyone 
should get the chance to 
go. It was a great experi-
ence. The six weeks were 
over before I knew it. No 
one wanted to leave; nei-
ther did I,” Bealer said. 
 Applications to enter 
the program were 
distributed through the 
Guidance Department.  
To be eligible for enroll-
ment the prospective 
candidate must spend 
approximately two hours 
a week preparing for 
the six week summer 
program. 
 On campus the teens 

had manda-
tory morning 
classes and 
elective after-
noon classes. 
The afternoon 
courses of-
fered subjects 
ranging from 
creative writing 
and psychol-
ogy to sports.
 Mrs. Nicole 
Stiles, Up-
ward Bound 
adviser, said 
“This has been 
a great way for 
me to get to 
know students 
outside of the 
classroom. 
It’s a fantastic 
program for 
any student 
who plans on attending 
any other school after 
graduating from PAHS.” 
 While the classes 
focused on preparing 
underclassmen for their 

upcoming school year, 
the courses also helped 
the teens learn how to 
adjust to daily college 
life.
 “Upward Bound en-

MENTOR — As Mrs. Nicole Stiles, Upward Bound adviser,  reviews the 
planned activities for the academic program, senior Samantha McIllwain 
checks out what events are scheduled.  McIllwain said, “...  it really helps 
you learn what college life is like ...”

PHOTO BY  JOHN FLANIGAN

ables kids to experience 
college life who may not 
otherwise consider col-
lege as a option,” guid-
ance counselor Miss Ellen 
King said.
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PAHS Junior
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