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European tour 
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students
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conference
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By: Samantha McDonald

PAHS Senior

Studying quantum 
physics is not the 

typical way for a teenag-
er to spend her summer, 
but senior Amarpreet 
Ahluwalia seized the op-
portunity to do just that.
 From June 25 to 
August 2, Ahluwalia at-
tended the Governor’s 
School at Carnegie 
Mellon University in 
Pittsburgh. She was 
chosen from hundreds of 
applicants to attend the 
Governor’s School of the 
Sciences.
 A typical day for 
Ahluwalia was waking 
up at 6 a.m. to get ready 
for classes and to have 
breakfast. Classes began 
at 8 a.m. and ended at 
12:30 p.m. when the 
students had lunch.
 “We had a really bal-
anced course schedule, 
not to mention a fabulous 
faculty. All of our profes-
sors had their doctor-
ates.  But they were able 
to explain some really 
difficult scientific postu-
lates in layman’s terms,” 
Ahluwalia said.
 After lunch, she would 
participate in labs and 
research projects.
 “My research project 
was quantum mechanics. 
It was entitled ‘Light—A 
Particularly Wave-like 
Phenomena,’ and it dealt 
with the nature of light,” 
Ahluwalia said. “One of 
our labs was a Forensic 

Science lab. It was a 
gigantic murder mystery. 
We got to test our own 
DNA and perform finger-
print analysis; it was so 
cool to be a real life CSI.”
 Finally, her long day 
came to an end at 5:30 
p.m., when she would go 
to dinner, do her home-
work and attend a social 
at night.
 “I had around four 
hours of homework every 
night. Thankfully, our 
TA’s [teaching assistants] 
were extremely helpful 

Congratulations to the 
following students 
who will be inducted 
into the Pottsville Area 
High School National 
Honor Society. The 
special assembly will 
take place November 5, 
followed by a reception 
for family and friends of 
the scholars in the caf-
eteria. The scholars will 
be featured in the next 
issue of Wavelengths.
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and saved us from what 
could have been extreme 
all nighters,” Ahluwalia 
said.
 The daughter of Drs. 
Harwinder and Arvindar 
Ahluwalia of Pottsville, 
the teen is also a gifted 
percussionist who has 
been selected for sev-
eral county and regional 
honor bands. 
 She  serves as presi-
dent of the Interact Club, 
a community service 
group, is a member of 
National Honor Society 
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and a yearbook editor.
 The many new friends 
from all over Pennsylva-
nia that Ahluwalia met 
plan to stay in touch. 
 “Even though Gover-
nor’s School was the five 
most intense weeks of 
my academic life,” Ahlu-
walia said, “I made some 
lifelong friends and those 
five weeks unexpectedly 
turned into one of the 
best times of my life. I 
learned that at the end of 
the day, to just believe in 
myself and my abilities.”

INTENSE — Reproducing the historic Young’s Double Slit Experiment, senior Amarpreet Ahluwalia 
pauses for a moment to observe the interference pattern created by a high power Helium-Neon 
laser.  Ahluwalia attended this year’s Pennsylvania Governor’s School for the Sciences, and was 
a member of the Quantum Physics team project.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DR. DAVID ANDERSON
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Foreign travel attracts students

The opportunity to 
travel abroad does 

not present itself to many 
people, let alone teenag-
ers. However, for four 
current Pottsville Area 
High School students 
and two 2008 graduates, 
that’s exactly what hap-
pened.
 This past summer, 
graduates Destiny Arturet 
and Lawrence Major; 
seniors Neil Johnson, 
Miranda Hahner and 
Alex Morris; and junior 
Matthew Witkin had the 
privilege of touring vari-
ous parts of Europe.
 Accompanied by 
chaperone Mrs. Stepha-
nie Unger, Johnson, 
Morris, Witkin and Arturet 
visited Greece and Italy 
from June 17 to 26 with 
the American Council 
for International Stud-
ies, also known as ACIS, 
a premier educational 
travel company. 
 “All the places were 
so incredible and unique 
in their own way. One 
of my most memorable 
moments was watching 

a European Cup soccer 
match between Italy and 
Spain in Sorrento, while 
I ate a gelato in the main 
square,” Witkin said.
 Another opportunity 
to travel overseas was 
American Music Abroad. 
After being nominated 
for superior achievement 
by teacher and band 
director Mr. Richard 
Fries, Hahner and Major 
experienced the foreign 
culture in Switzerland, 
Luxembourg, France, 
Germany and Austria. 
 While immersed in 
their European music ex-
perience, they performed 
for local residents as 
they showcased their 
special talents in both 
choir and symphonic 
band.
 The musicians also 
found time to do some 
sightseeing while 
abroad, and the sights 
left an unforgettable 
impression on them.
 “My favorite place was 
France,” Hahner said. “I 
understood the language 
and adored the way they 
lived. The view from the 
Eiffel Tower was epic.”

 In order to be prepared 
for their journey, both 
groups went through 
a specific process. 
Throughout the year, 
Johnson, Morris, Arturet 
and Witkin attended vari-
ous meetings explaining 
the itinerary. Hahner and 
Major attended meetings 
and a reading session to 
make learning the music 
easier. 
 In order to be placed in 
chair order, they sent in 
an audio audition tape to 
be judged individually. 
 Putting it all together, 
Hahner and Major met 
with all the other mu-
sicians at Millersville 
University for three days 
and performed a concert 
before their family and 
friends.
 From the way they 
dressed to the food 
locals ate, the teens 
learned much about other 
cultures and the geogra-
phy of the countries and 
people around them.
 “One of my favorite 
places was Hydra in 
Greece. It was a small 
island with a beautiful 
scenic view of the Medi-

terranean Sea,” Johnson 
said.
 No matter how much 
these students learned 
about others, they 
learned the most about 
themselves.
 “I learned that I can be 
outgoing. An experience 
like this helps a person 
come into his or her own. 
It prepared me for life 
by throwing me into the 
world and forcing me to 
be on my own. I learned 
not to be afraid,” Hahner 
said.
 The adventures ex-
perienced by these six 

PHOTO COURTESY OF NEIL JOHNSON

EUROPEAN ADVENTURE — Touring Greece and Italy with the 
American Council for International Studies, Alexander Morris, 
Destiny Arturet, tour guide “Marcus,” Matthew Witkin and Neil 
Johnson prepare to return home.

people during this once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity 
will last them forever. 
For many of them, this 
trip has inspired them 
to continue traveling 
throughout their lives.
 “It has definitely 
opened my eyes even 
further about the world,” 
Witkin said. “It has 
made me want to travel 
and learn more about 
foreign languages. If 
someone should ever 
have the opportunity 
to travel abroad, they 
should definitely take 
advantage of it.”

By: Lisa Reier
PAHS Junior

By: Alexandra Lecher
PAHS Sophomore

Teen showcases artistic talent 

A fter many ribbons and 
honorable mentions, 

senior Gloria Keyes was 
awarded  the “Best of 
Show” art prize at the 
Schuylkill County Fair the 
past two years.  
 “It’s always nice to win, 
but it isn’t everything to 
me,” Keyes said.  
 Inspired by her 
grandfather, Keyes said 
that when she was little, 
her grandfather would 
paint while watching her 

during the day.  
 Another person who 
inspired her was Ms. 
Doris Reidenhour, her 
very first art teacher, and 
Dana Osborn, a graduate 
of Pottsville Area High 
School.
 “I don’t think that I 
am continually inspired 
by any famous artists. 
Sometimes you will see 
something and be like, 
‘Huh, that’s different. I 
bet that I could take that 
technique or style and 
make it my own,’ ” Keyes 
said.

 “I always strive for 
improvement in my 
pieces,” Keyes said. That 
is how she developed her 
artistic talent which led 
to her winning “Best of 
Show.”  
 Her winning pieces 
this year were “Fruits and 
Vegetables,” a penciling 
of turnips, pears and 
apples. Keyes’ first place 
winners were “Stalker,” 
her favorite, an acrylic 
painting in a comic 
book-like style; “A View 

CONCENTRATION —  Working to perfect her art, senior Gloria 
Keyes puts the finishing touches on one of her drawings. Keyes’ 
work was named “Best in Show” at the Schuylkill County Fair.

PHOTO BY STEVE KURTZ

See ART PROVIDES p. 7
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Dear Members of the Community,

PSSA tests 
have been 

Pennsylvania’s testing 
system since the 
implementation of 

the Pennsylvania Accountability System 
and the No Child Left Behind law. Students 
are expected to meet the Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) targets, and if they do not, 
individual districts receive the following 
designations: Warning, District Improvement, 
or Corrective Action.
 Although for the 2007-2008 academic year, 
the Pottsville Area School District as a district 
achieved Adequate Yearly Progress, the high 
school and middle school did not and both 
were cited as needing improvement.
 Achieving performance targets is 
determined by four sub-groups of students: 
Race/Ethnicity, I.E.P./Special Education, 
English as a Second Language, and 
Economically Disadvantaged. In order to 
reach AYP targets, each school must meet 
the performance targets in ALL four target 
sub-groups.
 Students’ scores place them in four 
quartiles: Advanced, Proficient, Basic, and 
Below Basic.
 I would like to present the Lengel School’s 
results as an example of the method that 
is used by the Department of Education for 
ratings.
 Sixty-three percent of the students are 
required to score in the top two quartiles 
(advanced and proficient) in reading; 56% of 
the students were expected to do so in math.
 In the DHH Lengel Middle School, overall 
66.5% of the students scored in the top 
two quartiles in reading, thus satisfying the 

requirement; however, ALL of the four sub-
groups did not. For example, in one of the 
targeted sub-groups, only 26% of our Special 
Education students scored at the Advanced 
or Proficient level in reading. Because of that 
issue, the DHH Lengel Middle School has 
been cited.
 Lengel students scored in the top two 
quartiles in math as well with all sub-groups 
attaining AYP.
 Since the district received the scores, we 
have been working diligently on a building 
improvement plan for both the high school 
and the middle school. Once this plan is 
completed and approved by the PASD 
Board of Education, we will submit it to the 
Department of Education for approval in 
November.
 Upon its approval, it will be shared with our 
academic community via Wavelengths.
 The PSSA testing and scoring process 
is a very complicated one. For parents 
or members of the community who are 
interested in reviewing individual grade level 
results, I invite you to go to the district web 
site at www.pottsville.k12.pa.us and select 
the parent link. We welcome all parents who 
have questions about their child’s scores or 
the district’s aggregate scores to contact us 
in order to provide our parents with the ability 
to better understand the process and thus 
help their children to be successful in this 
year’s tests.
 With my best wishes for an academically 
profitable year for your child, I remain very 
truly yours,

 School Improvement Plan explained

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Dr. James T. Gallagher



Wavelengths4 Wavelengths5OCTOBER 2008 OCTOBER 2008Wavelengths4 Wavelengths5OCTOBER 2008 OCTOBER 2008

PHOTOS BY KAITLYN SMITH, 
NATASHA WOISKI, COLLIN 

LEIBY, KIANNA FISCUS, MAX 
SHIREY, BRIANNA MCCLURE

HAIL TO THE LION –  Antici-
pating the upcoming Penn 

State football season, fourth 
graders Benjamin Riegel 

and Timothy Witman wear 
masks of the university’s 
Nittany Lion mascot and 
head coach Joe Paterno 
as part of music teacher 

Ms. Michelle Evans’ annual 
Penn State tailgate party. 

HELPING HAND –  After 
hearing Teegan Moseley’s 
bus name called, sopho-

more Tyler Kesten helps the  
kindergartener find her way 

to the bus station in JSC. 
Kesten was one of sev-

eral PAHS peer tutors who 
helped elementary pupils 

move from their classrooms 
to the bus station during 
the first week of school. 

CELEBRATE – At one of the 
first pep rallies of the year, 

the PAHS varsity football 
team huddles together to 

take part in the “Boogaloo.” 
Led by PAHS cheerlead-

ers, the “Boogaloo” was a 
crowd favorite at pep rallies 

and football games. PLAN 
– While attending freshman 
orientation, freshmen Zach 
Leinheiser and Brian Liptok 

pause to discuss a floor 
map of the high school.  

Many incoming freshmen 
took advantage of orienta-

tion to look around their 
new school and find their 

classrooms. FUTURE – Se-
niors Ashley Palsgrove and 

Samantha Long talk with 
a representative from the 

University of Phoenix at the 
PAHS College Fair. RECRUIT 

– During the PAHS Activities 
Fair, freshman Corey Con-
ville adds his name to the 
list of students interested 
in joining the publications 

staff. The Activities Fair 
introduced  freshmen to 

the organizations that were 
available for them to join. 
SCHEDULE – PAHS Guid-

ance counselor Ms. Mikki 
Grabusky reviews elective 

credits and scheduling 
possibilities with senior 

Brittany Bradley.

HAIL TO THE LION

SCHEDULE

RECRUIT

HELPING HAND
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The start of a new school year brought with it the return of familiar 
traditions, as students prepared to hit the books, join extracurricular 

activities and begin the fall sports season. Whether they were 
attending pep rallies to cheer on their favorite team or academic 
events to discover the possibilities of what the next four years could 
hold, students throughout the district entered the 2008-2009 school 
year with eager anticipation and energy.

Back to School

CELEBRATE PLANHELPING HAND

FUTURE
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The Hugh O’Brian 
Youth Leadership 

Congress had one goal: 
to help young leaders 
see beyond their home-
town, and with positive 
energy and attitudes, 
experience an opportu-
nity of a lifetime.
 Hugh O’Brian was 
once one of America’s 
most prominent western 
stars. He starred in the 
hit show “The Life and 
Legend of Wyatt Earp,” 
which aired on television 
from 1955-1962. While 
O’Brian was studying in 
Africa, he was inspired by 
a doctor who convinced 
him to start a program 
that gave young lead-
ers a chance to express 
themselves. 
 Junior Jonathan 
Mercuri possessed 
such strong leadership 
qualities. The school’s 
administration chose him 
to represent the school 
and the community at 
the Central Pennsylva-
nia Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership Congress 
Seminar.

 The four-day seminar 
took place in March 2008 
at Millersville University. 
Mercuri was one of 238 
students from the Central 
Pennsylvania area to at-
tend the seminar. There, 
the teen leaders par-
ticipated in panels which 
focused on local and 
world issues.
 Out of 40 groups 
at HOBY, each group 
selected one pos-
sible candidate to be 
interviewed by the board 
members of the congress 
for a chance to attend 
the Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership Congress 
Seminar, which would 
take place in Washington 
D.C. in July.
 Mercuri, yet again, was 
chosen for his outstand-
ing leadership skills.
 “When I heard the 
chairman of the board 
say the male candidate 
selected to go to the 
HOBY WLC in July was 
from group 1J, Pottsville, 
Pennsylvania, my heart 
fell into my stomach as 
my fellow HOBY ambas-
sadors’ cheers surround-
ed me,” Mercuri said.
 Five hundred teens 

from all over the 
world attended 
the nine-day 
seminar in Wash-
ington D.C.
 “It was the 
most amazing 
experience of my 
life. The program 
really changed 
my  perspective 
on many cultures 
and global issues. 
When I met Hugh 
O’Brian on the 
last night of the 
World Leadership 
Conference, he 
told me to never 
give up on my 
dreams, no mat-
ter how impos-
sible they seem,” 
Mercuri said.
 Mercuri inter-
acted with stu-
dents from many 
different cultures. 
The program allowed 
teens of all different 
faiths and backgrounds 
to open up and have a 
good time.
 “Leaving was one of 
the most heart-wrenching 
experiences I’ve ever had 
because I knew I would 
probably never see these 

By: Randi Dermo

PAHS Junior

HOBY experience develops student’s leadership skills

HOBY —  Junior Jonathan Mercuri speaks to Hugh O’Brian at the youth 
leadership seminar, which ran from July 25 - August 2. Mercuri was 
inspired by many other students from around the world. “When I met 
Hugh O’Brian on the last night of the World Leadership Conference, he 
told me to never give up on my dreams, no matter how impossible they 
seem,” Mercuri said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JONATHAN MERCURI

amazing people again. 
Although they were all 
returning to far away 
places like Taiwan, China, 
Iraq, Dhabi, Nigeria and 
many other states across 
America, I knew in my 
heart that the connec-
tions and friendships that 
I had made will never be 
broken,” Mercuri said.
 Mercuri still maintains 
contact with the ambas-
sadors who continue to 
have an impact on his 
life. 
 “I talk with my friends 
from HOBY through 
Facebook. We created a 
HOBY WLC group appli-
cation where we can all 
keep in touch,” Mercuri 
said. 
 The long distances be-
tween HOBY participants 
will not prevent them 

from maintaining their 
friendships. 
 “Even though distance 
is a large factor in the 
roles of our friendships, 
we are still part of the 
HOBY family. Our friend-
ships will withstand the 
distance,” Mercuri said. 
“One friend from Oklaho-
ma will visit me here over 
Christmas break, and 
we will travel together to 
Virginia to visit another 
friend.” 
 Mercuri plans to return 
to HOBY in May to be a 
part of “Team Alumni” at 
the 2009 conference.
 “I would like to go 
back in May because it 
is a chance for  me to 
make a better experience 
for the newcomers to the 
HOBY program,” Mercuri 
said.

FRIENDS — Enjoying his first day at the HOBY WLC, Jonathan 
Mercuri spends group time at the National Mall Park in Wash-
ington D.C. Some of his group members were international 
ambassadors from Taiwan, South Korea and Mexico.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JONATHAN MERCURI
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PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elementary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:   621-2962
• Academic Center:  621-2900

November
4 —  Report card 
distribution all schools
5 —  PAHS National 
Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony
6 & 11 —  Lengel 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 6-8 p.m.
10 & 13 —  JSC 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 6-8 p.m.
12 —  PAHS Parent/
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m.
27 - December 1 —  
Thanksgiving Recess 
All Schools Closed

December
2 —  Schools Re-open
2 —  Mid-Point 

Second Marking 
Period
3 — PAHS Holiday 
Choral Concert 
7:30 p.m.
10 —  PAHS Financial 
Aid Night 7 p.m.
11 —  Lengel Holiday 
Choral Concert 7 
p.m.
18 —  PAHS Holiday 
Band Concert - PAHS 
and Lengel Bands 
7:30 p.m.

Wavelengths Staff
• Samantha Muscara
   PAHS Senior
   Production 
   Editor-in-Chief
• Jennifer Davis
   PAHS Junior
   Editor-in-Chief

PASD Calendar

By Jen Davis

PAHS Junior

Teen explores forensic science career at LeadAmerica

Boston, Massachu-
setts. Home of the 

Red Sox, the world’s 
largest, historical waste 
of tea and Boston cream 
pie. 
 But this past sum-
mer, one PAHS junior 
visited Boston, not for 
the pie, but for one of 
LeadAmerica’s Congres-
sional Student Leader-
ship Conferences.
 From June 16 to June 
25, Chelsey Culbert took 
part in the CSI: Foren-
sic Science Program, a 
student leadership and 
science program hosted 
at Bentley College. She 
was among approxi-
mately 100 other teens 
from countries across the 
globe.
 LeadAmerica is known 
for its leadership devel-
opment programs. The 
Congressional Student 
Leadership Conferences 
develop leadership and 
allow its participants to 
explore career options.
 The career path that 
Culbert wanted to learn 

allowed to keep them as 
souvenirs.”
 The lectures were 
presented by forensic 
science professionals 
and covered CSI investi-
gative techniques, crime 
scene photography, DNA 
analysis, trace evi-
dence analysis, forensic 
odontology and death 
investigations.
 “My favorite lecture 
had to be given by Dr. 
John Giordano, who 
spoke about forensic 
odontology,” Culbert 
said, “which is basically 
forensic dentistry.”
 Throughout the confer-
ence, students worked 
in teams to collect 
evidence, solve a crime 
and prosecute a suspect, 
all of which was part 
of a mock crime scene 
designed to provide an 
authentic forensic sci-
ence experience.
 Culbert found that the 
mock crime scenes did 
help her to gain a better 
understanding of the field 
of forensics. 
 “It gave me a taste of 
what forensic scientists’ 
work truly entails,” Cul-

more about was forensic 
science.
 “I’ve always had an in-
terest in forensic science, 
and I wanted to get some 
hands-on experience 
before making a final 
decision concerning my 
college major,” Culbert 
said. “Not to mention, 
I’ve already earned my 
first college credit.”
 Her agenda included 
such activities as lectures 
given by forensic science 
experts, off-campus trips 
to places like the Boston 
Museum of Science and 
laboratory workshops, 
her favorite of which was 
dusting for and lifting 
fingerprints. 
 Other workshops 
included blood stain and 
spatter analysis, facial 
reconstruction, narcotic 
and drug analysis and 
chromatography, the 
separating of a mixture’s 
components for further 
use.
 “After seeing crime 
scene analysts collect 
fingerprints on the televi-
sion, it was exciting to be 
able to do it myself,” Cul-
bert said. “Plus, we were 

bert said. “I have a set 
image of what I might be 
doing in the future.”
 Culbert also partici-
pated in leadership, team 
building and communi-
cation activities. Such 
activities included public 
speaking, self-analysis, 
active listening, decision 
making and determin-
ing one’s strengths and 
weaknesses, all of which 
helped her to develop a 
sense of confidence.
 “I enjoyed these 
activities,” Culbert said. 
“They helped to expand 
my comfort zone and 
enhance my commu-
nication skills. I have a 
greater self confidence.”
 In the end, Culbert 
improved her leadership 
skills and developed a 
better understanding of 
the college major she 
would like to pursue.

Art provides creative expression

from Room 15,” pen and 
ink of a window in two 
point perspective in Mr. 
Edward Mieckowski’s 
room; and “Nobody 
Home,” black and 
white photography of 
a condemned house in 
New Philadelphia. The 
materials she uses in her  
projects vary from paint 
to chalk. 
  “I want to see how 
my art would compare 
to other students’ in the 
county. Also, I wanted 
more people to see my 
art work. There is no 

point in making art if no 
one will see it,” Keyes 
said.
  Keyes says her goal 
in her art is to strive to 
make her each piece 
better than her last.
 “I don’t think it’s 
possible for me to not 
continue with some type 
of art after high school.  
When it’s this much a 
part of my life, it is like 
something engraved into 
my personality.  Art is just 
as much a part of me as 
my blue eyes,” Keyes 
said.  
 “It is hard to live as an 
artist by profession. I sell 

my art at a local gallery 
and I’m lucky if I sell one 
piece every two months. 
You have to factor in the 
cost of materials, time, 
developing your idea, the 
work and framing, if it 
needs to be.  It’s kind of 
not worth it in my opinion 
for me to pay money to 
study at an art school 
only to struggle to find 
a job and probably not 
find one that uses my 
degree,” Keyes said.
 Wherever life may take 
her, one factor is certain; 
Keyes will never cease 
to find enjoyment in 
creating her art.

“I’ve always had 

an interest in 

forensic science, 

and I wanted 

a hands-on 

experience.”

Chelsey Culbert 
PAHS JUNIOR

(continued from page 2)
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