
Wavelengths
TideLines District achieves PSSA goals

Graduates play 
in Penn State’s 
Marching Blue Band

Technology updates 
in district enhance 
learning process

Elementary students 
learn importance of 
eating healthy foods

Teens participate 
in summer Upward 
Bound program

OCTOBER  2009POTTSVILLE  AREA  SCHOOL DISTRICT • VOLUME  16  NO. 1

By: Joshua Kovich
      PAHS Sophomore

Hard work and 
dedication have paid 

off.
 With an increase of 
20.2% in 11th grade 
math and a 10% increase 
in 8th grade reading 
scores, Pottsville has 
shown significant 
improvement from 2008 
on the Pennsylvania 
System of School 
Assessment, or PSSA.
 Pupils at John S. 
Clarke have continually 
met the state’s Adequate 
Yearly Progress (AYP), 
while middle school and 
high school students 
have had trouble in 
recent years. However, 
this has all turned around 
for the best.
 The high school’s 11th 
grade math score jumped 
from 36% to 56.2% 
at or above proficient. 
This was accomplished 
through major curriculum 
changes, which included 
new textbooks, new work 
books and the use of an 
online program aimed 
at meeting Pennsylvania 
state standards. 
 “With the addition of 
Study Island, an online 
study program, the ability 
to prepare for the PSSA 
more easily has become 
a reality,” Mrs. Barbara 
Tarconish, PAHS English 
teacher, said.
 Study Island features a 
wide variety of questions 
in the subjects of math, 

Congratulations to the 
following students 
who will be inducted 
into the Pottsville Area 
High School National 
Honor Society. The 
special assembly will 
take place November 4, 
followed by a reception 
for family and friends of 
the scholars in the caf-
eteria. The scholars will 
be featured in the next 
issue of Wavelengths.
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reading, writing and 
science. The program 
can be accessed by 
all students and hosts 
questions that would 
appear on the PSSA.
 The web site is aligned 
to Pennsylvania’s 
academic standards, 
and it gives students 
immediate feedback on 
whether the answer they 
have chosen is correct or 
incorrect.
 The high school’s 
progress this year 
has been taken as an 

initiative to continue the 
work for improvement 
that began last year.
 “Although nervous, I 
was very excited when 
our scores came in as 
they did. I am proud of 
our current senior class 
who have worked hard all 
year long to acquire the 
skills as well as they did. 
I am also very confident 
that our current juniors 
will do just as well, if not 
better,” Mrs. Jacqueline 
Wapinsky, PAHS 
principal, said.

 The current students in 
all schools are continuing 
to use the new textbooks 
and work books to 
maintain, as well as 
increase, this year’s 
scores.
 “All students, teachers 
and administrators need 
to continue to put forth 
the effort they showed 
last year to continue to 
meet the state’s growing 
AYP target scores,” 
Mrs. Mary Ellen Setlock, 

(See SCHOOLS p. 5)

REVIEW — Discussing PSSA results, senior Ryan Murphy and Mrs. Jacqueline Wapinsky, PAHS 
principal, take a look at scores from the 2009 test. Each tested grade level in the district was able 
to meet Adequate Yearly Progress numbers established by the state. Technology and curriculum 
changes have been implemented throughout the district to help the successful trend continue. 

Photo  by Maria Naradko 
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Three PAHS grads perform with Penn State’s Blue Band

Musical talent. 
Dedication. Nittany 

Lion pride. Combined, 
these elements form 
the Pennsylvania State 
University Blue Band.
 This season, three 
Pottsville Area High 
School graduates are 
among the band’s current 
310 members — Michael 
Tellep, class of 2007, 
Kate Zimmerman, class 
of 2008, and Michael 
Fries, class of 2009 — 
all of whom belong to 
the mellophone section. 
While Zimmerman and 
Fries are new to the 
band, Tellep has been a 
member for three years.
 Each graduate 
participated in the PAHS 
Marching Band and 
believes that the music 
program offered at PAHS 
was beneficial to their 

music education. 
 “The musical 
excellence and marching 
precision that Mr. Fries 
taught gave us the best 
preparatory experience 
any one of us could ask 
for,” Tellep said. 
 Despite their 
preparation, auditions 
were demanding. Faculty 
judges were selective, 
seeking superior 
musicians. Prospective 
members were required 
to prove their skills 
through a solo, scales 
and sight-reading, as 
well as playing while 
marching simultaneously.
 Because Zimmerman 
and Fries did not learn 
that they were officially 
selected as members 
until the third day of 
their auditions, they 
were overwhelmed with 
excitement and anxiety. 
 “I just decided to do 

my best for the Lord 
and to be content with 
whatever happened,” 
Michael Fries said. 
 As the father of 
Michael Fries and former 
teacher and director 
of all three graduates, 
Mr. Richard Fries, band 
director, is elated by their 
accomplishments.
 “I am thrilled to see and 
hear these tremendous 
musicians at the next 
level,” Mr. Fries said.
 As for Tellep, his 
efforts, leadership and 
talent were recently 
recognized when he was 
nominated and elected as 
one of the five managers 
(officers) of the Marching 
Blue Band. He felt that 
this position was where 
his talents could benefit 
the band most. 
 “This position is truly 
an honor for Michael 
Tellep and his parents,” 

Mr. Fries said.
 Although Zimmerman 
and Fries enjoy 
concentrating on one 
performance at a time, 
Tellep already knows 
that the entire Blue Band 

Photo  Courtesy of Kate Zimmerman

PERFORM – Upon graduating from high school, three Pottsville 
Area musicians were accepted into the mellophone section of 
the Blue Band at Penn State University. They are 2008 gradu-
ate Kate Zimmerman, 2007 graduate Michael Tellep and 2009 
graduate Michael Fries.

By: Alyssa Curnow
PAHS Senior

experience is worthwhile.
 “Every small 
experience in the Blue 
Band continues to add 
up to be one of the 
greatest experiences of 
my life,” Tellep said.

Third graders use e-mail to correspond with soldiers

Sailor pen pals 
are causing a 

wave of excitement 
for young students 
who are anticipating 
the reinstallment of 
the Adopt-A-School 
Program.
 Third grade teacher 
Ms. Katie Holobetz is 
preparing for her second 
year of involvement in the 
Adopt-A-School Program 
at John S. Clarke 
Elementary Center, 
which gives young 
students the opportunity 
to communicate with 
soldiers stationed 
throughout the world. 
 Ms. Holobetz first 
came up with the idea 
for the pen pal program 
when she found out that 
she had connections 

By: Lauren Blum
PAHS Sophomore

to a soldier through a 
student.
 From there, the 
program grew as more 
soldiers decided to get 
involved.
 “It all began with 
one of my students,” 
Ms. Holobetz said. 
“My student’s brother 
was aboard the U.S.S. 
Roosevelt with the 
navy. We decided to 
write letters and draw 
pictures to send to him 
to lift his spirits. He was 
thrilled and decided 
to put their work up 
on a bulletin board in 
his mess hall. Another 
sailor saw them and 
asked for my e-mail 
so that he could send 
us the information for 
the Adopt-A-School 
Program.”
 Ms. Holobetz’s 
students were excited 

to be able to talk with 
people who are serving 
the United States. 
 The children rely on 
technology to create the 
letters they send to the 
soldiers and to read the 
letters they get back from 
the servicemen. 
 They use a program 
called “Compass” to type 
their letters. 
 The pupils then send 
them to their teacher’s 
file. Using this computer 
program, she is able to 
proofread the letters and 
send them to soldiers via 
e-mail. 
 “The use of ‘Compass’ 
and e-mail is much 
more efficient and easier 
than mailing the letters 
manually, which could 
take more than a month 
to get to the sailors,” Ms. 
Holobetz said. 
 The sailors who 

responded each had 
different occupations, 
such as chefs, pilots and 
sergeants. The sailors 
sent the children pictures 
of ports and ships in 
South Africa, Croatia, 
Bosnia and other foreign 
countries. 
 When the students 
received these pictures 
from all over the 
world through their 
correspondence with the 
soldiers, Ms. Holobetz 
took advantage of the 
opportunity to give 
her class a geography 
lesson.
 Ms. Holobetz used 
a SMART board in her 
classroom to project the 
images and letters, so 
the class could discuss 
what it would be like to 
visit and train in those 
areas. 
 Youngsters enjoyed 

getting responses from 
the sailors and reading 
about the experiences 
they have while serving 
their country.
 “It was fun to meet new 
people on the ship and 
see what they do in their 
free time,” Kyle Eckley, 
fourth grade student, 
said. 
 Originally, Ms. 
Holobetz’s class 
was the first class to 
participate in the Adopt-
A-School Program in the 
elementary center, but 
since then, six other third 
grade classes  —  and 
counting — have become 
involved. 
 “The most enjoyable 
part is seeing the kids’ 
faces when they get new 
letters and pictures,” Ms. 
Holobetz said. “I’m really 
hoping we get a response 
to start it again soon.”
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Dear Members of the Community,

PASD surpasses PSSA benchmarks

Dr. James T. Gallagher
Superintendent

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Since the enactment 
of the No Child 

Left Behind Legislation 
in 2001, students in 
Pennsylvania have been 

taking the PSSA tests. For a long time, school 
districts, including the Pottsville Area School 
District, struggled to meet the demands of the 
tests while at the same time cover curriculum 
coursework adequately to prepare students 
for their next level of study.
 Scores for each school district have been 
publicized, and while the demographics 
of each district differ, we continued to be 
measured against districts that had a socio-
economic advantage. Perhaps that was a good 
thing because it forced us to work harder, 
and now, in spite of demographics, in spite of 
socio-economic differences, and in spite of 
any disadvantage that our students may have 
in terms of standardized testing, we have risen 
to the challenge, and the Pottsville Area School 
District can now boast of scores that have 
surpassed the benchmarks!
 We are proud of our students’ 
accomplishments in this area. They have 
learned that the PSSAs are a tool that the 
state of Pennsylvania uses to measure their 
performance, and they have chosen to give it 
their very best.
 However, our faculty deserves a great deal 

of credit as well. Members of the faculty 
invested a great deal of time in mapping out 
our K-12 curriculum in math, reading and 
science, which gave teachers the ability to 
pinpoint exactly where specific areas of their 
discipline had been or will be covered.
  We are not ready, however, to rest on 
our laurels! Challenges continue to lie 
ahead, as benchmarks continue to be raised 
incrementally each year, as we proceed to the 
year 2014 when all students will be expected 
to perform at the proficient or advanced 
levels in each of the tested areas.
 We have surpassed the expectations of 
many, who believed that by the definition of 
the make-up of our total student body, we 
would never be able to reach the levels we 
have. We can and we must continue to strive 
for continued success in the PSSAs, and we 
can do so only with a continued collaborative 
effort of students, teachers, parents, and 
administration.
 My sincere congratulations to the students 
and faculty of the Pottsville Area School 
District! I knew you could do it!
 With my best wishes for a productive 
academic year, I remain,
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Technology provides new methods of teaching

New technology has 
been added to 

the district, providing 
students and teachers 
with innovative ways of 
learning. 
 “The Pottsville Area 
School District is 
committed to providing 
the students with the 
opportunity to obtain 
the knowledge and skills 
needed to be successful 
in the twenty-first 
century,” Mrs. Dianne 
Dougherty, technology 
director, said.  “Strategic 
integration of technology 
within the curriculum 
enables students and 
staff to access and 
manage information, 
communicate, explore, 
think and interact in new 
and inventive ways.” 
 When the district 
added the technology, 
it hoped the upgrade 
would assist in better 
engaging students in 
classroom activity. The 
technology will allow the 
district to individualize 
instruction to meet each 
child’s needs. 
 At the John S. Clarke 
Elementary Center, 
students and teachers 
alike are enjoying the 
newly installed SMART 
boards. Also new to the 
school is the 800 MB 
wireless radio link that 
connects the elementary 
center with the high 
school. 
 Teachers responded 
positively when they 
discovered they 
would be receiving 
SMART Boards in their 
classrooms.
 “I was so happy when 
I found out we were 
getting SMART boards 
installed,” Ms. Maria 
Hinchey, kindergarten 
teacher, said. “The kids 

need technology and 
need to know how to 
be able to maneuver 
around computers, and 
this is the perfect way to 
incorporate it.” 
 The equipment is 
making classrooms more 
interactive and giving 
a new meaning to the 
average dry erase board. 
 In Mr. Jack Spleen’s 
room, students are using 
internet games to make 
learning the multiplication 
tables more exciting in 
their fourth grade math 
class. 
 “Coming up with 
new ways of using the 
boards is the best part 
for me. It gets my kids 
more involved with the 
lessons visually, and we 
usually follow up with an 
educational game,” Mr. 
Spleen said. 
 Students enjoy writing 
on the boards just as 
much as they like playing 
with them.  
 “They are fun to play 
with, and I like to use 
the markers and eraser,” 
Morgan Guers, fourth 
grader, said. 
 Ms. Hinchey is using 
her board to make basic 
lessons like recognizing 
geometric shapes more 
visual for her class. 
 “The kids love it. It 
makes learning fun and 
brings their participation 
up significantly. We 
take online field trips, 
and I use it to make 
preparation for the PSSA 
tests fun,” Ms. Hinchey 
said.
 The boards seem to be 
making classes easier to 
teach for many teachers 
in the district.
 “It definitely makes 
learning and teaching 
simpler. The lessons 
capture the students’ 
attention, and they are 
more attentive,” Mr. 

Spleen said. 
 Overall, the teachers 
expect students to gain 
more educationally from 
class with the SMART 
boards.  
 “It’ll give more 
opportunity to get 
involved with projects 
and, because it is so 
hands-on, it will make 
it interesting to work 
with,” Mr. Spleen said.
 Within the walls 
of D.H.H. Lengel 
Middle School, the 
SMART boards have 
been gaining positive 
feedback as well.
 “I was excited about 
having a SMART 
board put in my class 
because it can provide 
new possibilities for 
the students to learn,” 
Mr. Thomas McGeoy, 
history teacher, said. 
 Teachers agreed that 
the boards were a great 
improvement to their 
classrooms. 
 Twenty-one SMART 
boards, one student 
response system and 
one mobile laptop cart 
with 30 laptops were 
purchased and installed 
in middle school. 
 The boards allow the 
pupils to have more 
physical interaction with 
the lessons they are 
being taught.
 “[The boards] are 
a good way to make 
lessons interactive and 
provide visual aids for 
more hands-on learners. 
The blackboards and 
white boards don’t give 
you the ability to access 
resources at a moment’s 
notice like the SMART 
boards,” Mr.  Matthew 
Maccarone, math 
teacher, said. 
 The new technology 
may also reduce 
the costs that often 
accompany completing 

a project.
 “Other advantages 
to the SMART boards 
are that projects can 
now be cheaper for 
the students and their 
parents. Instead of 
spending money on 
posters, pens and other 
supplies, they can use 
their computers at 
home or visit the local 
library and e-mail the 
project in.”
 New technology 
at Pottsville Area 
High School has 
been implemented 
throughout the building.
Polyvision boards, 
laptops, Mac desktop 
computers and 
Macbook Pros have 
been added to the 
classrooms in the high 
school. Nearly every 
room has been outfitted 
with a Polyvision board 
and set of laptops for 
the students to use. 
 “I was excited about 
having the boards 
installed because 
they are something 
new to work with, 
and I have always 
enjoyed teaching with 
computers,” Mrs. 
Donna Skosnick, math 
teacher, said. 
 In the Publications 
Room, where the 

Photo  by Kaitlyn Smith

INSTRUCT — During a history class, Mr. Thomas McGeoy, D.H.H. 
Lengel teacher, points out information to his students on his 
SMART Board. 

By: Samantha Weiss &                    
      Lauren Blum

PAHS Sophomores

newspaper, yearbook, 
district newsletter and 
literary/art magazine are 
created, 27 Mac desktop 
computers and five 
Macbook Pro laptops 
have replaced the older 
Macintosh models. A new 
server, LCD projector and 
scanner were three other 
additions to Publications 
Room. 
 New versions of old 
software, such as Adobe 
InDesign and PhotoShop 
help publications students 
to meet deadlines and to 
enjoy class much more.
 “We had many new 
programs added when 
we received the new 
computers. With the new 
versions of PhotoShop, 
and InDesign the students 
are able to produce a 
better quality of work. The 
new programs make the 
assignments we do easier 
to complete and different 
from previous years,” 
senior Sean Brennan said.
 In Mrs. Nicole Stiles’ 
French room, the boards 
have provided another 
angle to the class.
 “In the French 1 books, 
when we learn to conjugate 
verbs, we are shown 
two puzzle pieces. With 
the Polyvision boards, 

(See TECHNOLOGY p. 7)
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By: Chelsey Culbert
PAHS Senior

Musicians attend camp at West Chester University

Summer vacation is 
the time when high 

school students relax, 
have fun and spend time 
with their peers. But 
for three Pottsville Area 
High School students, 
an additional experience 
was in store.
 From June 28 to July 
2, 2009, freshmen John 
Shoener and Chris 
Circelli and sophomore 
Josh Kovich attended 
the 48th Annual Summer 
High School Music 
Camp at West Chester 
University.
 Shoener and Kovich 
discovered the music 
camp through their 
fellow peer, Circelli, and 
unanimously decided 
that they were interested 
in attending.
 “I found out about the 
camp from the internet 
and thought it looked 
fun. Another aspect that 
piqued my interest was 
that I knew the tuba 
professor that taught at 
[the camp],” Circelli said.
 Approximately 
50 students from 
around Pennsylvania 
attended the camp. 
Young musicians had 

to be entering ninth 
grade, at least, and 
any grade above that, 
including recent high 
school graduates, were 
permitted to attend.
 “It was a very diverse 
group. I’m glad I decided 
to go because Chris, 
John and I are very good 
friends as well as skilled 
musicians,” Kovich said.
 At this camp, talented 
high school musicians 
demonstrated their 
abilities and improved 
upon their knowledge, 
competence and skills in 
music. 
 “In my opinion, the 
main purpose of the 
camp was to have 
students study music 
and develop their 
performance skills,” 
Kovich said.
 All instrument groups, 
including voice, were 
represented at the 
camp. Kovich played the 
French horn and upright 
bass, Circelli played the 
tuba and Shoener played 
the trumpet.
 Students were 
exposed to ensemble 
concerts that featured 
the brass, woodwinds, 
strings and choral, and 
a final concert featuring 

concert band, jazz band, 
strings and choir.
 “I had the opportunity 
to play two instruments. 
I played the French horn 
for concert band and 
brass ensemble as well 
as the upright bass for 
jazz band. It was great to 
be able to perform with 
other talented high school 
musicians,” Kovich said.
 Also, participants were 
introduced to several 
pieces and periods of 
music, ranging from 
baroque to modern.
 “My favorite pieces to 
play were ‘Hymn from 
Jupiter’ by Gustav Holst, 
‘Danza,’ by the concert 
band director, Andrew 
Yozviak, and ‘Red Clay’ 
by jazz trumpeter Freddie 
Hubbard,” Kovich said.
 All three PAHS 
students agreed that 
their experiences at the 
music camp will benefit 
them in their futures as 
they pursue careers as 
musicians.
 “Basically, I learned 
to better myself as a 
musician for concert 
performances or 
auditions. [The camp] 
taught us great warm-
up techniques that we 
can use for the rest of 

PERFORM — After a band rehearsal, freshman John Shoener, 
sophomore Joshua Kovich and freshman Christopher Circelli 
continue to practice their instruments. The three represented 
PAHS at West Chester University’s summer music camp.

Photo by Kianna FiScuS      

our musical careers,” 
Shoener said.
 But experiencing the 
many aspects of music 
wasn’t the only positive 
impact this camp had 
on students. They also 
had time to develop 
friendships with other 
student musicians as 
well.
 “One of my favorite 
parts of the camp was 
definitely spending time 
with the other musicians 
— especially the late-
night card games,” 
Circelli said. 

 This camp 
offered these teens 
opportunities to 
advance their individual 
music-playing abilities. 
When it came time to 
depart, they left with 
new experiences, 
knowledge and sharper 
skills.
 “My favorite part was 
getting the individual 
professors. I learned 
so much from them,” 
Shoener said. “In the 
end, I felt that they 
made me an entirely 
better musician overall.”

Schools look to maintain PSSA success in 2010
(Continued from page 1)

School Improvement 
Team Leader, said.
 New positions, such as 
Math Coach and Reading 
Coach, have been added 
to the district. 
 Mrs. Stephanie 
Ziegmont has been 
appointed as the 
district’s literacy 
coach, with the goal 
of further improving 
reading scores. Mr. 
Brian McMullin has also 
been appointed as the 

district’s math coach.
 “We have added the 
PSSA coaches to assist 
in making sure optimal 
progress in classes 
is being made,” Mrs. 
Setlock said.
 Mrs. Tiffany Reedy, 
D.H.H. Lengel’s principal, 
hopes to see even more 
improvement in the 2010 
PSSA scores.
 “The middle school 
reached 21 of 21 
targets for AYP on the 

2009 PSSA. In order 
for us to meet next 
year’s challenge, we will 
continue using Study 
Island and give several 
benchmark tests,” Mrs. 
Reedy said.
 On Study Island, 
teachers can use quizzes 
to assess students’ 
comprehension of skills 
and to ensure that the 
pupils get practice with 
the skills that cause 
difficulty.

  “Teachers will be able 
to gear instruction to 
address areas of concern 
and students will also 
be able to assume some 
of the responsibility by 
practicing skills with 
which they struggle. We 
have also intensified 
instruction for students 
who have historically 
scored Basic or Below 
Basic on the PSSA. Our 
bolstered technology will 
enhance learning for all 

students,” Mrs. Reedy 
said.
 The Pottsville Area 
School District is 
working to meet AYP 
again when the 2010 
PSSA is administered 
in April.
 “The students have 
shown immense 
improvement and were 
willing to go the extra 
mile. The teachers truly 
appreciate the effort,” 
Mrs. Ziegmont said.
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By: Amber Berdanier

PAHS Sophomore

JSC educates through “Eating Healthy Foods” program

Elementary school kids 
are asking for more 

fruit. 
 Mrs. Lisa Eckley, the 
school district’s Food 
Service Director, wrote 
a grant requesting the 
funds to supply the young 
students with healthy 
snacks.
 The Pennsylvania 
Department of Education  
chose John S. Clarke 
Elementary Center 
to receive a grant for 
vegetables and fruits for 
the 2009- 2010 school 
year. The grant will give the 
school an opportunity to 
purchase fresh produce for 
students.
 JSC was one of 81 
schools chosen to 
participate in this program. 

the aides put in the 
coolers. Usually, it is in the 
morning.  
 “I believe this program 
is a great idea. It mainly 
offers children a wide 
variety of fruits and 
vegetables that sometimes 
they don’t have the 
opportunity to try. It also 
gives them a nice snack 
opportunity,” Mr. Zwiebel 
said. “The kids are telling 
parents to get certain 
fruits. There was a big 
reaction from kiwi.”
 Mrs. Eckley is especially 
excited about the program. 
 “It introduces kids to 
new fruits, helps them 
develop healthier eating 
habits and educates them 
about what they are eating. 
Some of the students don’t 
even know what half of the 
fruits are until we introduce 
the fruits to them,” Mrs. 

The program is designed 
to help increase the 
students’ fruit and veggie 
consumption and to teach 
them about health and 
nutrition.
 “Nutrition education 
shows students what 
the fruit looks like and 
how to eat or prepare it,” 
Mr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, JSC 
principal, said.
 On the morning 
announcements each day, 
the pupils learn a new fact 
about a fruit or vegetable. 
 Coolers are outside of 
each classroom. Each 
morning before the 
students arrive, aides fill 
the coolers with the new 
fruit or vegetable for that 
day. 
 Sometime during the 
day, the teachers have a 
healthy snack time with 
the fruit or vegetables 

SNACK — Preparing for the arrival of her students, Mrs. Kelly 
Devine, first grade teacher, places snack items on a desk.

Photo by Kaitlyn Smith

Two PAHS juniors take part in Hugh O’Brian seminar

SERVE— While accessing the internet, junior Kianna Fiscus 
checks her current community service hours on the HOBY web 
site. Participants must accumulate 100 hours of service by 
January in order to return to the program as alumni.

Photo by max Shirey

A leader is made, not 
born. Leaders are the 

rare individuals who take 
action while others solely 
watch from afar.  
 Hugh O’Brian, or 
HOBY, is a youth 
leadership seminar 
which aims to inspire 
young individuals to 
achieve their highest 
potential and to acquire 
leadership skills through 
volunteering and  
participation in their local 
communities. 
 Founded over 50 years 
ago by veteran actor 
Hugh O’Brian, HOBY is 
based on the foundation 
of integrity, excellence 
and diversity. It provides 
students with the 
opportunity to participate 
in unique leadership-
training, service-learning 
and motivation-building 
experiences, in addition 

to helping them to 
acquire the necessary 
qualities to make a 
difference in their 
homes, schools and 
communities. 
 “This organization 
is very beneficial to 
students, allowing them 
to meet new people, 
learn a sense of global 
partnership, develop 
communication skills 
and foster cooperation 
through leadership and 
partnerships,” Miss Ellen 
King, PAHS Guidance 
Counselor, said. 
 Each year, the 
Pottsville Area 
Administration selects 
two sophomores — one 
representative and one 
alternate — to attend a 
local HOBY conference. 
Prospective applicants 
are required to complete 
a resumé, a statement 
essay and an interview 
with a committee 

of counselors and 
administration members. 
 This past spring, 
sophomores Kianna 
Fiscus, representative, 
and Kaitlyn Smith, 
alternate, were chosen 
to participate in the 
seminar which was held 
at Millersville University 
during the week of May 
14. 
 “I’ve always enjoyed 
community service, and 
I knew that HOBY would 
help me connect with 
other individuals who 
share my passion,” Smith 
said. 
  During the conference, 
diverse attendees were 
randomly separated into 
several groups. Although 
teens who attended the 
same school were not 
permitted to participate 
in the same group, 
both Fiscus and Smith 
were exposed to similar 
exercises.  

 Through lectures, 
hands-on sessions and 
field trips, they learned 
about government, 
social and leadership 
skills current global 
problems and the need 
for volunteers and 
community service.
 Fiscus believes the 

program will have 
practical applications, 
particularly on her future 
career plans.
 “Since I want to be a 
psychologist, I need to 
know how to operate 
my own business, and 
HOBY taught me how to 
do that,” Fiscus said.

By: Alyssa Curnow

PAHS Senior

Eckley said.  
 Each month will have a 
new snack theme, such as 
fruits that grow on trees or 
fruits that grow on bushes.
 The youngsters seem 
very excited about this 
program and seem eager

to try new things. Near the 
end of the year, kids will 
have the chance to pick 
their favorite produce.
 “Fruits taste really good. 
I like apples and pears,” 
kindergartner Tre’von Boyd 
said.
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PASD Phone Numbers 
• John S. Clarke Elementary School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High School:   621-2962
• Academic Center:  621-2900

November 
4 — PAHS National 
Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony
5 — ASVAB testing
10 — Report Card 
Distribution All 
Schools
11 — PAHS Parent/
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m.
12 & 17— Lengel 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 6-8 p.m.
16 & 19 — JSC 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 6-8 p.m.
26-30 — Thanksgiving 
Recess All Schools 
Closed

December
1 — Schools Reopen

2 — PAHS Christmas
Choral Concert
3 — PAHS Financial 
Aid Night 7:30 p.m.
6 — Drama Club 
Winter Review 2 p.m.
9 —  Lengel Holiday 
Choral Concert
17 —  PAHS Holiday 
Band Concert - PAHS 
and Lengel Bands 
7:30 p.m.

Wavelengths Staff
• Jennifer Davis
   PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief
• Alyssa Curnow
   PAHS Senior
   Editor-in-Chief
• William Morris
   PAHS Junior
   Production 
   Editor-in-Chief

PASD Calendar

By Olivia Brinich

PAHS Junior

Teens use POWER Library to assist in research process

Every student at one 
point or another has 

faced the dilemma of 
starting a research paper 
the day before it’s due. 
 Without having access 
to a library or other 
resources, the paper 
would suffer dramatically. 
This is where POWER 
Library, or Pennsylvania 
Online World of 
Electronic Resources, 
comes in handy. 
 POWER Library helps 
many students in the 
Pottsville Area School 
District.
 “POWER Library 
allows me to find 
examples to enrich 
the lessons I teach, 
especially in the non-
fiction section of the 

Media Specialist, said. 
 Another advantage of 
using the online resource 
is its easy access. 
 “POWER Library is 
‘one stop shopping’ 
for factual information 
and is just a few clicks 
away when one has a 
computer with Internet 
access and a free public 
library card. It’s like 
having a library in one’s 
home,” Mrs. Hobbs 
said.  
 This resource has 
everything anyone would 
need, from a school 
student, to business 
people, to individuals just 
looking for information. 
 The electronic-library 
is also a kid-friendly 
learning site. There are 
search engines just 
for younger kids like 
Searchasauras and SIRS 

course. All students in 
my classes learn to use 
POWER Library when 
completing research 
for their documented 
essays,” Mrs. Leslie 
Kraft, PAHS English 
teacher, said.
 POWER Library 
contains information 
such as magazines, 
newspapers, almanacs, 
dictionaries of different 
languages, photographs, 
charts and pictures.
 Experts carefully pick 
out all of the information 
on POWER Library, so all 
of it is correct.
 “Students need to use 
factual information, and 
Internet sources may be 
fact, opinion, or incorrect, 
whereas POWER Library 
provides the credible 
sources,” Mrs. Lillian 
Hobbs, PAHS Library 

RESEARCH — In the PAHS library, senior Crystal Berrios uses 
POWER Library as a resource for finding information related to 
her project topic. Several teachers taught their students how to 
use POWER Library to ensure accuracy in research.

Photo by ryan ShiPton

Discoverer. 
 Searchasauras  is 
EBSCO’s colorful 
graphical interfaces 
aimed for elementary and 
middle school students. 
SIRS Discoverer is a 

reference for topics such 
as technology, sports, 
science, and animals. 
 POWER Library is 
accessible through 
public libraries all over 
Pennsylvania. 

Technology invigorates learning

those puzzles can be 
puzzles the students can 
put together virtually,” 
Mrs. Stiles, French 
teacher, said.
 Other additions to the 
list of new technology 
in the high school 
are the 19 Polyvision 
boards, one student 
response system, eight 
wireless access points 
in various math and 
English classrooms, three 
laptop carts containing 
30 laptops each and 40 
additional laptops to 
add to the existing eight 
laptop carts.   
 Many of the classes 
have incorporated online 
projects for students to 
work on during class. 
 Several teachers 
utilize the laptops to 
gain access to online 
resources such as Study 
Island. In classes where 

students are preparing 
for the PSSA, Study 
Island can be used 
during class time or 
at home to determine 
mastery of skills that will 
be tested.
 Some of the 
teachers have added 
online quizzes to their 
curriculums, while others 
have given students 
projects to start in 
class and finish later for 
homework.
 “Realizing that most 
students nowadays are 
much more technology 
oriented, I think they will 
get a more enriching 
school experience thanks 
to the Polyvision boards,” 
Mr. Lynn Bodenberg, 
English teacher, said. 
 High school students 
had a positive reaction to 
the technology. 
 “I think the students 
will get more out of 
classes when the 

Polyvision boards are 
coupled with the other 
technology provided 
to them. They become 
active instead of passive 
learners,” Mrs. Skosnick 
said.
 With all of the recently 
added technology, 
students have the chance 
to experience class in 
a brand new way, and 
many are thankful for the 
chance to demonstrate 
their computer skills in 
school.
 “I’m glad the district 
has given us this 
technology to work with. 
It is paving the way for 
the future, where we all 
know computers will 
play an important role 
in any job on which 
we work,” sophomore 
Cassie Rozetar said. 
“The traditional school 
is being rewired to fit 
today’s expectations of 
the modern student.” 

(Continued from page 4)
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Over the past summer, 
graduate Tony 

Lorence, seniors Timothy 
Fenstemaker and Jessica 
Robbins and juniors 
Sha-Lyn Delp, Rachel 
Holloway and Raymond 
Silcox from Pottsville 
Area High School 
stayed at Bloomsburg 
University as members 
of the college readiness 
program TRiO Upward 
Bound. 
 TRiO Upward Bound is 
a program designed for 
first-generation college 
students that eases 
the college selection 
process. 
 From June 21 to July 
30, the students lived on 
campus in the dorms and 
took classes throughout 
the university. 
 The program was 
led by three women: 
Mrs. Kate Bauman, 
project director; 

Mrs. Tia Dreckman, 
assistant director; and 
Mrs. Jennifer Cughan, 
academic coordinator. 
 “My favorite aspect of 
TRiO Upward Bound is 
sharing in the excitement 
when students 
begin to realize their 
postsecondary education 
goals,” Mrs. Dreckman 
said.
 The main focus of 
TRiO Upward Bound 
was academics. The 
program was designed to 
help prepare high school 
students for college 
and the upcoming high 
school year.  
 Along with the 
academic focus of the 
program, there was also 
a social focus. Forty-
seven students lived 
together in a dormitory 
on campus. College 
students also resided in 
the hall. These students 
were called Tutor 
Counselors (TCs).
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 The TCs instructed 
afternoon elective 
courses and were also 
in charge of Personal 
Devotion Groups (PDs). 
 The PDs met twice 
a week and were 
composed of six to seven 
students, plus a TC. 
 During the PD hour, 
the students and TC’s 
discussed topics 
and participated in 
activities to better the 
students and build their 
confidence and self-
respect.
 On the last night, Mrs. 
Bauman held a candle 
light ceremony, during 
which she told the 
students that they made 
life-long friends and 
memories. 
 “My favorite thing 
about Upward Bound 
is becoming a family. 
During the six weeks 
of Upward Bound one 
makes everlasting 
friendships with other 

[students] and Tutor 
Counselors. It’s my 
favorite,” senior Jessica 
Robbins said. “They’ll 
always be there for you.” 
 Mrs. Bauman enjoyed 
witnessing the rewards of 

the program.
 “Being able to 
celebrate all of the 
[students’] academic 
successes alongside 
them each and every day 
is a gift,” she said.

STUDY — During the school day, junior Ray Silcox and Mrs. 
Nicole Stiles, Upward Bound adviser, take a moment to look 
over notes from the college readiness program TRiO Upward 
Bound. Silcox was joined in the program by PAHS graduate 
Tony Lorence, seniors Timothy Fenstemaker and Jessica Rob-
bins and juniors Sha-lyn Delp and Rachel Holloway. 

Photo By Kianna Fiscus
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